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Go Wild in Your Own Backyard

We are bombarded everyday with messages to ‘go green’, buy local, and recycle, well, everything. Sometimes it can get overwhelming, and you just want to shout, “enough already”!

Well, there’s another “green” program out there that can not only bring some nature into your yard, but provide needed habitat for birds, small mammals, frogs and toads, and dare I say it, reptiles. It’s called “Texas Wildscapes”. Texas Parks and Wildlife offers the program, which is meant to help landowners, from suburban homeowners to rural farms, to schools and businesses, restore habitat that is quickly disappearing under the encroachment of development – both agriculture and urban. If your yard qualifies as a wildscape, you will get a sign from TPW you can put in the yard.
As development occurs animal habitat becomes fragmented, making it difficult for the animals to move in and out of natural areas, thereby threatening their ability to survive. What the Wildscapes program offers is the opportunity for people to restore some of that natural habitat around their homes.
The term ‘wildscapes’ is a play on the word ‘landscapes’ and is meant to convey the point that when you create a wildscape, you aren’t just letting your yard go wild. What you are doing is actively creating a landscape that is designed with the survival of native plants and animals in mind, while at the same time creating a beautiful and peaceful yard for you to enjoy. It must still follow city and county regulations, as well as the rules of your homeowners’ association guidelines. While a native landscape requires less water and no fertilization, you will need to maintain it to keep it neat and safe for you and your family.

It is simple to create a wildscape. All you need to do is make sure you provide these four things: food, water, shelter, and space. This not only includes native plants, but birdbaths, birdhouses, and other manmade structures that will provide shelter for various animals and interest to your yard. 

Some of you may be thinking that by creating a wildscape you will not only be attracting the birds, butterflies, frogs, toads, and cute little mammals to your yard, but also snakes, and probably bees. This is something to think about. The same shelter you provide may be a perfect nesting ground for more than one animal. The same can be said about the nectar plants you place in the yard. What butterflies and hummingbirds like, so may bees.

Some ways to lessen the likelihood of unwanted visitors near your home is to place any structures you have on the ground away from the house. Allergic to bees? Then place flowering plants in an area where you rarely visit. Also, remember we are sharing space with these creatures, who are more vulnerable to us than we are to them.

To start, think simple. Begin by attracting birds. Many are already around, so it is a quick way to gain satisfaction from your endeavor. Maybe put in a birdbath (that you fill daily with fresh water), bird feeders, and bird houses. You can download this brochure from TPW that lists all kinds of plants you can choose in order to attract certain butterflies and birds. Many plants are available at the nurseries. It also shows you how to build feeders and birdhouses, if you are into that kind of thing. 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_bk_w7000_0960.pdf
We, as individuals, can play a major role in restoring the quality and richness of native habitat for wildlife, as well as for us and our future generations. For more information about wildscapes, and to apply for certification: http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildscapes/.
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