Texas Master Naturalist

El Camino Real Chapter

Board meeting - October 28, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM around Katherine Bedrich’s campfire.

Attendance: Katherine Bedrich, Dorothy Mayer, Paul Unger, Lisa Davenport, Phyllis Shuffield, Don Travis, Cindy Bolch, Cindy and Gary McDaniels, Donna Lewis, Sue Taylor.   Guest: Charles Bedrich.

Secretaries Report  -  Dorothy Mayer

Motion made by Paul, second by Don, to approve the July minutes.  Motion passed unanimously.  Janice Pelzel’s resignation was accepted by Katherine.  Paul moved and Dorothy seconded to appoint Paula Engelhardt as the new secretary.  Motion passed unanimously.

Treasure Report – Dorothy Mayer

Chapter funds amount to $7648.71, Nature Festival at $5559.69, and $150.00 in designated funds set aside for bird sanctuary.

Katherine presented the voucher for payment form for keeping better account of fund disbursement.  She noted that purchases made for chapter activities must be either pre-approved within the budgetary process or pre-approved using this form.  Monies spent without one of these two approvals are considered personal expenses and not reimbursable by the chapter.

Committee Chairs  

Membership  - Cindy Bolch

Certificate for new grads are completed.  Four members will be given awards at the next meeting.

Paul moved and Dorothy seconded that Cindy be authorized to purchase at $26.94 a pointer for the chapter to be used for class and chapter presentations.  Motion carried.

Katherine learned at the president’s breakfast at the annual meeting that Nature Tracker personnel are paid out of hours submitted by the TMN chapters and are derived from non- state funds and grants.  She noted individual members can only report hours once, either as normal volunteer hours or under the Angler Program, but not both.  It was decided to leave it up to the individual as to how their hours are reported.  All are encouraged to report under the Angler Program as that is their only source of funds.

Cindy reminded everyone to report their hours monthly.

Dues will again be $20.00 again for next year.  Dorothy will start collecting dues at the Christmas party.  

Program-  VP  -  Phyllis Shuffield
November 18th will be our annual meeting featuring a recap of the state meeting.  

The Christmas party will be December 9 at 6:00 PM at Sandra D’s.  

The January 20 meeting will be at Don Travis’ at 6:00 PM featuring the new web site.

 February is scheduled to be at Janice Johnson’s.  

The April 14 meeting will be at Wayne fisher’s ranch in again and will feature the dogwoods hayride.  Probably a morning meeting.

Katherine talked to Bell County Master Naturalists.  We are considering joint AT classes together.

Historian  -  Lucy Coward
Lucy was not present.  Katherine reported on how well the scrapbook looked at the annual meeting.  She also indicated Lucy had spent an additional $9.92.  Don moved and Cindy seconded to reimburse Lucy.  Motion passed unanimously.

Host  -  Cindy McDaniels

Dorothy made a motion to donate $40.00 to the Thorndale Chamber of Commerce.  Motion failed as there was no second.  The consensus is to discuss again at the January Board meeting.

Advanced Training  -  Lisa Davenport
Lisa and Bruce have moved out of the area, and, as a result, Lisa tended her resignation as  AT chair affective January 1.  Katherine accepted and recognized Lisa for her dedication to the chapter and she and Bruce will be missed.  The chapter wishes Lisa and Bruce good luck in their new home.

There’ll be an advanced training class at Deb Harris’ on November 21, 2 to 5 PM.  

Jane Packard will hold a course on January 28 and 29 – Keeping Our Watershed Healthy.  Friday is 6 to 10PM and Saturday 10 to 2 PM.  This will be a four-part presentation at the Gause School.

Phyllis moved and Dorothy seconded to appoint Melanie Reed to chair the A.T Committee.  Motion carried.

Communications – Don Travis 
Katherine congratulated Don on the newsletter and the chapter winning first place again for the second year at the annual meeting.  Don said he will continue to focus on content.

Training- Lisa Davenport

Graduation is November 11 at 6:00 PM at Jackie Thornton’s party barn.  Money is due to Dorothy November 4th.  There is also a class T-shirt for sale.

Nature Festival
Donna gave an update.

Nature of Milam Co project – Katherine Bedrich
Katherine plans to push this next year, especially the tracker sheets.

Activities

1.  
A motion was made by Sue and seconded by Paul for Janice Johnson to purchase, out of chapter funds, a set of tracker molds for educational classes in the amount of $250.  Motion carried.

2.
 Katherine indicated her intention to pass out friendship pins and certificates of appreciation to numerous non-chapter individuals.

3.
 Collier Perry had asked us to consider a project for the Rockdale community gardens.  It was decided to decline participating as this is not in our area of expertise.  Katherine to communicate our decision Colier.
4.
 There will be no 2011 training class unless there is a volunteer for education chairman.

5.
Each committee chair should contact Dorothy to get their expenses for their committees for 2010 and develop a budget for 2011.  New committee budgets for 2011 are due at the next board meeting.

6.
 The next board meeting will be an Alligator Creek on January 13.

7.
 Donna moved and Cindy seconded for the chapter to sponsor collecting pull-tabs for the Ronald McDonald house.  Motion passed.  Sue will coordinate and publicize to the chapter.

Motion to adjourn: Don Travis, seconded by Lisa Davenport.  

Respectively submitted,

Paul Unger



Page 1 of 4

