El Camino Real Chapter

Texas Master Naturalist

Minutes for the Board meeting on: October 7, 2008

Meeting called to order at:  7:00 pm 

Officers present: 




Committee Chairs:
 
President - Paul Unger



Training – Paula Englehardt

Vice-President - Katherine Bedrich


Host – Anne Barr


 

Secretary - Cindy Bolch



Historian – Tense Tumlinson 

Treasurer - Nancy Soechting  


Communications – Don Travis

Chapter Advisor – Mike Mitchell

Mike made the motion that the Board minutes to be read.  The motion was seconded.  Cindy read the minutes from the July 1, 2008 board meeting.  Minutes were accepted as read.

Nancy presented the Treasure’s report.  We have $1,241.68 in our account.  Nancy has received one check so far for attendance at the spring class.  She has emailed 22 applications and mailed out an additional 22.  

Cindy announced that we have 8 members that should be eligible for awards at our next general meeting.  She also asked the question of what happens to a member’s status if he/she does not become certified before the 15 months following the class start date.  There was much discussion with varied opinions.  The discussion was dropped when Paul suggested that further research must be done and reported back at our next board meeting.

Paul mentioned that the Rockdale Railroad depot people had approached him with a need for landscaping on part of the property at the depot.  They have no money available for the effort.  Paul asked for input from the group.  Several were concerned about the long time maintenance that would be needed.  Others questioned the money, financing, amount of work, level of participation, etc. that would be required for such an effort.  The general consensus was that this effort is perhaps more of a Master Gardener task and does not fit in well with what we are all about.

Paul made the suggestion that the Milam County Resource Book committee be elevated to chair status.  After discussion pro and con it was decided that Paul could and will appoint an adhoc committee chair to cover these types of activities.

Katherine talked a bit about the Cameron School Farm.  She has had conversations with Tony Lafferty about our chapter’s participation in volunteer efforts at the farm.  There would be no money involved and our participation would be a relationship not a partnership.   

Anne mentioned that so far we only have Paul and her as volunteers to help out at the Rockdale Fair.  She asked for more volunteers.  We will be working at the anti-poaching table and at our chapter board display.

Katherine is in charge of our fall BBQ.  We will have an overnighter on Nov. 7th and 8th at the Pecan Patch north of Thorndale.   We will have a bats presentation on the 7th and will be building and hanging bat houses on the 8th.   No food will be provided on the 7th but there will be BBQ on the 8th.  

Paula talked about out open house from 6:30 to 9:00 pm at the Rockdale General Store on Oct. 21st.   Volunteers have been solicited for snacks.  Paula asked that we bring our field guides.   Mike and Lynda will have a power point MN presentation on display.  Nancy has brochures and applications ready for hand out.  Mike is handling the radio spots, which will start 8 days before the event.   A general meeting will take place beginning at 5:45 pm that evening.  Awards will be presented. Tense mentioned that she would bring the Historian book to the open house.   

Anne asked if Alcoa would be available to us now that they have announced the big layoff and closing of the major part of the plant.  Paul suggested that we will just have to play it by ear. 

Mike thanked Katherine and Charlie for hosting our meeting.  He also mentioned that Oct. 30th from 8am to 1pm is the “Drop off hazardous materials” day.  We will probably be asked to volunteer. The state convention is coming up and is highly recommended.  He also declared that our website is wonderful especially compared to those of other chapters. 

Katherine closed with the reminder that our Christmas party is Dec. 9th starting at 6:00pm.  Families are invited.

The motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm

Minutes submitted by:

Cindy Bolch
Secretary
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