El Camino Real Chapter – Texas Master Naturalist
General Membership Chapter Meeting

October 8, 2009

Meeting was held at Ann Collins’. Meeting was called to order by Paul Unger, President, at 6:15 pm. Officers present were Paul Unger, Katherine Bedrich and Shawn Walton. Absent: Joyce Dalley. 16 members were present. Two guests were present: Gary Barr and Faith Walton.  Refreshment hosts were Anne Barr, Janice Pelzel, Lisa Davenport and Bruce Merryman.
Awards presented during the meeting:

2 new certified Master Naturalists: Bruce Merryman and Janice Pelzel

2009 recertification: Lucy Coward

500 hour milestone: Paula Engelhardt

Annual Meeting – November 12, 2009 at Janice Pelzel’s. Elections will be held. There will not be a program.

Photo Contest – the last day to submit photos will be November 12, 2009. Photos can be submitted at the meeting. Submit printed photographs to Lucy Coward. Photos can be a maximum of 8x10; photos can be color or black/white. Photo entries are $1 per photo. Digital photos of entries can be sent to Janice Pelzel for inclusion in a slide show at the Christmas party; there is no fee to be in the slide show. See flyer that was emailed for more information.

Rockdale City Forum – next program is October 22, 2009 on Bats and White Nose Syndrome. Presenter is Rebecca Patterson with BCI.

Reminders were given about upcoming events, including:

>Advanced Training on November 5 about Earthkind, Native & Poisonous Plants

>AT & Volunteer Hours Opportunity: Wildflower & Seed Spreading on Friday, Nov. 6
>Amphibian Monitoring at Wilson-Ledbetter Park – Thursday October 15 at 6:30 pm
>Rockdale Hospital – plant project – tomorrow morning, 10/9; call Paul before going; may be post-poned due to rain.

>Nature Festival meeting tomorrow, 10/9 at Wilson-Ledbetter Park at 11:30 am; will be held at Cameron Chamber of Commerce meeting room if raining

Discussion was held about the possibility of having a booth at the Christmas Cottage on Friday, November 6 from 9 am – 1 pm. It was decided to not pursue at this time.

The Millenium Seed Bank Project for the Annual Meeting has been postponed due to rules and regulations. The Chapter will pursue further next year and will seek more community participation.

The Amphibian Watch that was scheduled for October 17 at Ed Burleson’s has been canceled.

Paula Engelhardt presented nominations on behalf of the nominating committee for the upcoming election: President, Katherine Bedrich; Vice President, Becky Booker; Treasurer, Dorothy Mayer; Secretary, Janice Pelzel.  Paul Unger indicated additional nominations are still open. If anyone would like to be nominated to any of these offices please contact Paula. Nominations can be made from the floor at the November meeting if accepted by the individual nominated.  Elections will be held at the November meeting. Newly elected officers will approve Committee Chairs.

Paula Engelhardt reported that Photo Contest judges have been named: Ken Cooke, Shirley Williams and Gary Griesbach.  Only five photo entries have been turned in so far. 
All members are encouraged to submit entries.

The Rockdale library display has been updated by Janice Pelzel and Carolyn Burford.
Paul Engelhardt reported that if anyone would like to submit art or photographs for the contest, and/or donate auction items for the Annual Meeting, let her know; she can submit items; the person does not need to be present at the Annual Meeting.

Christmas Party will be held on December 10 at Anne Barr’s. Pot luck dinner, White Elephant Gift Exchange. Photo contest winners will be announced; entries will be on display. Members’ spouses and children are invited to attend.

Anne Barr reported a Nature Festival will be held in Bastrop on October 17, 2009 for any members wanting to attend.

Cindy Bolch reported that some members went to Bracken Cave to watch the bats.

Ann Collins reported the Rio Brazos Audubon Society will have a free presentation about bluebirds on Wednesday, 10/14 at 6:30 pm.

Happy Birthday was sung to each Cindy Bolch and Kim Summers.

Meeting was adjourned at 6:40 by Paul Unger.

Refreshments were served, followed by an informative presentation by Michele Gaston on the Houston Toad.
Minutes presented by 
Janice Johnson, Acting Secretary

For Joyce Dalley

