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Curriculum 

ÅBecome familiar with and recognize the common 
characteristics of amphibians and reptiles and how they 
differ from other vertebrates  

ÅBecome familiar with and recognize and explain the 
principle causes of biodiversity loss 

ÅBecome familiar with and be able to explain the 
herpetological conservation topics relevant to Texas 

ÅOutline and communicate the issues affecting the 
conservation of Texas herpetofauna  

ÅBecome familiar with the natural history and diversity of 
amphibians and reptiles in Texas 

 



Herpetology 

ÅHerpetology (from Greek: ɟˊŮŰɧɜ, herpeton, 
"creeping animal" and ɚɧɔɞɠ, logos, 
"knowledge") 

ÅAmphibians 
ïAnura 

ïCaudata 

ïGymnophiona  

ÅReptiles 
ïTestudines 

ïSphenodontida 

ïCrocodylia 

ïSquamata  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek_language


Biodiversity Loss 

ÅHabitat destruction 

ÅInvasive species 

ÅGlobal climate change 

ÅPathogens 

ÅCommercial collection 
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Chytrid fungus, Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis  
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Texas Herp Conservation 

ÅHouston Toad 

ÅSpring Salamanders 

ïSan Marcos Salamander 

ïBarton Springs Salamander 

ïAustin Blind Salamander 

ïTexas Blind Salamander 

ïJollyville Plateau Salamander 

ÅSalado Salamander  

ÅGeorgetown Salamander 

ÅBlack-spotted Newt 

Åhttp://www.texasahead.org/texasfirst/species/ 

 

 

  

http://www.texasahead.org/texasfirst/species/




 



Endangered Species in Texas 

ÅGreen Sea Turtle 

ÅHawksbill Sea Turtle 

ÅKempôs Ridley Sea Turtle 

ÅLoggerhead Sea Turtle (not the Gulf pop) 

ÅLeatherback Sea Turtle 

All the above listed in 1970ôs 

ÅConcho Water Snake  
ïListed in 1986 

ïDelisted 2011 

ÅAmerican Alligator ï delisted in Texas in 1983 (1987 
throughout range) 

 



Changes in Texas 

1980 ï 14 million 

2010 ï 25 million 



118 species with recent federal 

changes 
ÅCenter for Biological Diversity vs Salazar lawsuit to  get 

USFWS to make a decision on 757 US  species 

8 Texas reptiles were affected by this decision 

 Western Chicken Turtle 

 Alligator Snapping Turtle 

 Rio Grande Cooter 

 Spot-tailed Earless Lizard 

 Reticulated Collared Lizard 

 Dunes Sagebrush Lizard 

 Louisiana Pine Snake 

 Desert Massasauga 
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