Texas Master Naturalist
El Camino Real Chapter
Chapter Meeting –July 14, 2011 – Wayne Fisher’s Pavilion  

Call to order: by Katherine Bedrich at 7:15 p.m.

Attendance:  Katherine Bedrich, Paula Engelhardt, Phyllis Shuffield, Ann Collins, Dorothy Mayer, Pat Holley, Cindy Bolch.



Guests:  Dan Engelhardt.


Secretary - Paula Engelhardt – Motion to accept May minutes made by Dorothy Mayer, seconded by Cindy Bolch; motion carried.  Motion to accept June program and awards report made by Pat Holley, seconded by Ann Collins; motion carried.    

Treasurer report – Dorothy Mayer  

Total Chapter: $6,136.28   
Nature Festival: $1668.24
Bird Sanctuary:  $150.00     Chapter:  $4,318.04
Advisors – Tim Siegmund and Jon Gersbach – not present.




Nature Experiences to Share: those present shared their recent nature experiences.
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2010-2011

Membership – Cindy Bolch – Awards.  We have 20,614 hours of volunteer service since our chapter began. Way to go members!

Ann Collins received her 2011 recertification pin – congratulations!

Program – V.P. – Phyllis Shuffield – August 11th Meeting – Lithics program by Paul Unger – location TBA.  September meeting at Phyllis’s home – Hummingbird watching. 

Volunteer – Connie Roddy – Not present.

July 19th – Library Program; Bremond – Dig Up a Good Book





October – State Meeting – Nature Festival Project





October – State Meeting – Dale Kruse, Bryophytes

Nature Journaling is now approved for volunteer hours – you must be able to show your work.  Possibly will share journals at a future program.

Historian – Lucy Coward – not present.

Host – Cindy McDaniels – not present.  Thanks to members who brought food and drinks.

Advanced Training – Melanie Reed – not present.

   Flo Oxley - August 18 – 6:00pm @ Ann Collins’ and





               September 15 – 6:00pm @ Barb and Rich Cromwell’s

We have had 16.5 hours AT in Milam County so far this year!


Communication – Don Travis – not present.

Training – Dorothy Mayer – meeting to be held soon re: 2012 class. 
Nature Festival –Connie Roddy & Joyce Dalley – not present.  Meeting on Tuesday July 19th  – 6:00pm – location TBA.
The Nature of Milam Co. project –Katherine Bedrich – ongoing.

Activities:

1. At the July Board Meeting - $1000.00 approved to purchase GPS units, a soil sampler, compasses, loupes, a soil thermometer and binoculars to be used for membership, committee use and education of public and youth.

2. Nominating Committee: Paul Unger, Cindy Bolch, Gary McDaniels.  Will present slate in October at board meeting, then chapter meeting.  Membership can contact committee with suggestions for officers and chairs at any time.

3. Sponsorship for State Meeting – The Chapter will donate $75.00 with Dale Kruse matching for a total of $150.00.  Use of money is for scholarships to the meeting.

INTEREST GROUPS 
Invasive Species   Insects
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     Bats

Big Trees
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    Bryophytes
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     Mussels

Wildflowers
     Amphibians    Native Plants    
Texas Seeds of Success    Fish
Bat committee will plan a field trip in Sept.  More info to follow.

Bird committee will be doing a survey on a 700-acre ranch in Gause on August 13 at 6:30 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. 

Announcements: Meeting re: NF project at annual TMN meeting.  Monday July 18 at Paula’s house at 5:00 p.m.  Meal will be served.  Don to send out announcement to membership.  Bring ideas on how to present it.

Next meeting:  August 11, 2011; location TBA.

Motion to adjourn: at 8:00 p.m. by Cindy Bolch, seconded by Pat Holley; motion carried.
Respectfully submitted by Paula Engelhardt, secretary.

After the meeting, those present did some turtle and bird watching down at the pond.  Following this, Katherine Bedrich gave an informative presentation on Texas turtles and the “Turtle Watch” program, complete with a slideshow.  Thank you Katherine!

