Texas Master Naturalist
El Camino Real Chapter
Chapter Meeting –May 12, 2011; Sandra & Edward Dworaczyk’s 

Program:  Dorothy Mayer did a program on Harvester Ants (and ants in general).  Thank you Dorothy!!

Call to order:  Meeting called to order by president Katherine Bedrich at 7:50 p.m.  



Attendance: Katherine Bedrich, Paula Engelhardt, Dorothy Mayer, Phyllis Shuffield, Vivian Dixon, Sandra Dworaczyk, Ed Dworaczyk, Paul Unger, Gary McDaniels, Cindy McDaniels, Michele Fletcher, Debbi Harris, Kim Summers, Donna Lewis, Sue Taylor.

Guests:  Charlie Bedrich, Jan Campbell, Bill Dixon.
Secretary - Paula Engelhardt – April meeting minutes read.  Motion to accept April minutes made by Debbi Harris, seconded by Sandra Dworaczyk; motion carried.  

Treasurer report – Dorothy Mayer -- Chapter $4064.04
    Nature Festival $2068.24
Bird Sanctuary: $150.00
We donated $200 to Ladies Auxiliary and American Legion Hut groups for use of their buildings.

Advisors – Tim Siegmund and Jon Gersbach – not present.

Nature experiences to share: Sandra Dworaczyk has a red bellied woodpecker that visits her (she passed around photos); Debbi got photos of a large walking stick; Sue saw copperheads in abundance when working a fire; Katherine has lot of interesting birds at her place including a Lazuli bunting (she passed around photos) and she has lots of monarchs and house finches; Cindy and Katherine saw scissortails and various other birds; Gary McDaniels saw 2 snakes mating, then one got in his tractor.  Paula identified a bunch of birds while kayaking the Colorado River; Dan Engelhardt started the mower not knowing a snake was in the motor area – he got chopped up – yuk!  Phyllis’s red-shouldered hawk had babies.  People are noticing more hummingbirds this year.  We got rain – yay!     

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2010-2011

Membership – Cindy Bolch – could not make it due to rain (her road is impassible) so awards not given tonight – they will be issued in June.  

Program – V.P. – Phyllis Shuffield – Thank you Sandra and Ed for the wonderful dinner tonight!!  Next month 2 hrs AT by Mark Klym June 9, 6pm at Janice Johnson’s.  July 14 -- Paul will do Lithic Shapes and Forms training (possibly at Rockdale General Store) during the day.  

Volunteer – Connie Roddy – not present.  Ag in the Classroom presentation to youth in Cameron at 8:30 a.m. on May 17th – need volunteers.  May 25 --Wildflower walk at Sandra D’s at 8:30 a.m.

Historian – Lucy Coward – not present.  16 people at Horned Lizard training with LeAnn Linam.  Tuesday, Lucy gave out packets for those who want to go out and find horned lizards.

Host – Cindy McDaniels – Passed the kitty around for donations.  

Advanced Training –Melanie Reed – not present.  May 21 Turtle Watch in Waco – contact Katherine for more info.  Flo Oxley will do a Texas Seeds of Success presentation at 6 pm on June 23 – location TBA. 

Communication – Don Travis – not present.  

Training – need a chairperson. 

Nature Festival – Sue Taylor and Donna Lewis, previous co-chairs, have resigned.  Thank you for a wonderful job!  Thanks to all who helped out this year.  Special thanks to Anne and Gary Barr for all they contributed.  The executive board has accepted new co-chairs for 2012 festival:  Joyce Dalley and Connie Roddy.  Clatyon Wolf, TPWD division head, is already lined up to speak.  

NF meeting next Thursday at 6pm at Fair Park in Rockdale.   
The Nature of Milam Co. project – Katherine Bedrich – ongoing.   

Activities:

1. Central Texas MN (Bell County) chapter would like to partner with our chapter.  Debbi Harris made a motion that we partner with them, seconded by Sue Taylor; motion passed unanimously.  

INTEREST GROUPS 
Invasive Species   Insects*
    Mammals

Photography

     Bats

Big Trees
     Birding*
    Bryophytes

Horned Lizard
*
     Mussels*

Wildflowers*
     Amphibians*    Native Plants    
Texas Seeds of Success*    Fish

* = These groups have activities going on currently. 
Announcements: Paul – at the new Rockdale city park Sat a.m. can get VH helping to plant for butterfly garden/wildscape.  Will not maintain this – just plant initially.

Next meeting – June 9th at 6:00pm at Janice Johnson’s – 2 hrs. A.T. with Mark Klym on Butterflies.

Motion to adjourn:  made at 8:50 p.m. by Phyllis Shuffield, seconded by Dorothy Mayer; motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted by Paula Engelhardt, secretary. 

