Texas Master Naturalist
El Camino Real Chapter
Chapter  Meeting – November 14, 2013 – Pat Holley’s
Call to Order: 7:00pm      Attendance: Dorothy Mayer, John Pruett, Don Travis, Sheri and Wes Sweet, Janice Johnson, Debbi Harris, Nancy Adcock, Linda Jo Conn, Darlene A., Sandra Dworaczyk, Katherine Bedrich, Cindy Travis, Rich and Barb Cromwell, Dale Kruse, Cindy Bolch, Pat Holley,  
Secretary:  Ann Collins- absent, no report; motion to accept October Chapter meeting minutes; motion made by Pat Holley, seconded by Wes Sweet.  Motion carried.
Vice President: Donna Lewis –absent, no report.
Treasurer: Cindy Bolch - $4973.77 beginning October balance, $5206.86 October 31st balance.  $3707.68 – general funds; 1204.79 – Nature Festival; $150.00- Bird sanctuary; $144.39 – Milano memorial garden.  Treasurer report accepted.

State meeting report:
Katherine reported on presidents meeting:  Horned Lizard conservation license plate funding may be available for grant funding.  New plan with TPWD – goal for 800 new members in 2014.  A new 4000 dragonfly pin to be presented with U.S. President congratulations award.

CindyB. – Discussed leadership workshop and Save the Night – light pollution and how it effects us and wildlife.

Cindy T. – Citizen Science program on dragonfly migration.

Don – shared Weather program; 2011 worst drought in 80 years.  Need 15 -20 inches to recover.  Reservoirs are at 2/3 capacity.  Shared Entomology and Feral Hog presentations.

Linda Jo – spoke about plants, endangered species and citizen practicing conservation of the land.  Reported on keynote speaker subject of lack of diversity in Master Naturalist Program.
Janice – great bryophyte program; and passed out information on There’s An App for That.

Barbara – spoke on the Forest presentation.
Board Chairs:  2012-2013

Advanced Training & Volunteer:  Phyllis Shuffield –absent; 
Advanced Training-State of Water- Cappy Smith & Linda McCall – November 19th; 2 hrs. A.T.; 5:00pm at the Kountry Inn, Rockdale.

3 new volunteer projects: 

Milano Junction Memorial Garden – Debbi Harris – Butterfly project has fulfilled the grant requirements.  8 oak trees have been planted; working on the sidewalk.

Lexington Senior Center Garden- Wes and Sheri Sweet – 3 x 60’ area to be cleaned and planted.  This project is in Lee County;  Lee County is in the Gideum Linniscum Chapter area.  The G L president was informed of this project and very grateful for ECR Chapter consideration in sharing project.  A workday is set for Monday November 18th.
Floridus Milamexa – core team; Katherine Bedrich – seed collecting; storage; vouchers, etc.  Project open to all members.  Flo Oxley and Dale Kruse will have training.
Membership:  Debbi Harris – Updated hours report form.  


Flo Oxley and Dale Kruse have been asked to be Honorary Members.  Per bylaws they are nominated at the annual meeting.  Debbi Harris made a motion to accept Flo Oxley and Dale Kruse as honorary members.  Motion Seconded by Sandra Dworaczyk.  Motion carried.  Dale thanked the Chapter for this honor.


Report for last month: 60 hrs class training; 65 hrs. A.T.; 880 hrs. V.E.  Since Chapter began:

3,722 class training hrs; 4853 hrs A.T; 36000 hrs. V.E.


Don Travis and Cindy Travis received re-certification Monarch pin.  Sandra Dworaczyk received 1000 hr Dragonfly pin.
Communications: Don Travis- articles needed for newsletter by December 7th.  In January well have presentation on website with members.  

Historian: Barbara Cromwell – working on finishing the scrapbook.  
Host:  Cindy McDaniels –absent; no report.  Thank-you to Pat for hosting the meeting.
Training Class: Dorothy Mayer – (2014 class); Nov. 15th; Nov 22nd; - will be at Milano UM Church.  Dec. 6th – will be at Don and Cindy Travis’.
Projects / Announcements

Nature Festival – Barbara Cromwell – met Nov 12th; discussed fund rising- possible Heart of Texas Electric Co-Op grant to cover Bill Oliver; Mister Habitat.  Cost for band and presentation of $2000.00.
Possible sponsorships with 44 Farms and Sand Creek Farms.  Speakers will be outside in booths and under pavilion. Volunteers needed, no patches or photo contest for the festival.  Perhaps photo contest at another time of year.  

Election of Officers for 2014-2016 – Sandra Dworaczyk – President Katherine Bedrich asked Sandra to lead the election.  Sandra proceeded with nomination process. For President-Barbara Cromwell; Vice-president-Sandra Dworczyk; Secretary-Ann Collins; Treasurer-Cindy Bolch.  Don Travis made motion to accept by acclamation; seconded by Katherine Bedrich.  Motion carried. 
Katherine thanked the Chapter for past four years support.  Barbara thanked members for election and asked for continued support of Chapter activities. 
Upcoming dates:

November 16th – McKinney Roughs – Bird I.d.

November 19th – Rockdale – Texas the State of Water – Cappy Smith and Linda McCall (A.T.)

November 26th – Nature of Milam County - tba
Motion to adjourn: Don Travis; seconded by Pat Holley.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05pm
Minutes by: Nancy Adcock
Program on: show and tell nature items / stories     BY: Chapter members
Mission: To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.
http://txmn.org/elcamino/

