Texas Master Naturalist

El Camino Real Chapter

Board meeting –October 4, 2012 – Charles & Katherine Bedrichs

Call to Order:       5:51 pm             Attendance: 10 - Paul Unger, Katherine Bedrich, Debbi Harris, Cindy Bolch, Ann Collins, Donna Lewis, Gary & Cindy Mc Daniels, Phyllis Shuffield, Dorothy Mayer, & Charlie Bedrich

Motion was made by Donna Lewis to accept minutes from last board meeting & was seconded by Debbi Harris. Motion carried.

Secretary:  Lucy Coward- resigned from Secretary position  

                 Dorothy Mayer taking notes, please let Katherine, Cindy Bolch or Donna Lewis know if you have suggestions for secretarial position

Vice President: Donna Lewis – October program 

Next meeting at Gause VFD  W/– John Pruett presenting program on non-arthropods &  November – Annual meeting place, TBA, December – Christmas Social, place, TBA. Discussed having AT at January Ch. Meeting, TBA

Treasurer: Cindy Bolch- --- Sept. beginning balance, 5,723.61 ending balance, 4,796.23   General funds-3,694.09,  Nature Festival, 952.14, Bird Sanctuary, 150.

Bank has been updated on tax #, address, etc. 

Report accepted.

1. Chapter Operating Handbook  - Chapter member’s review of revisions for COH.  Motion made by Dorothy Mayer to accept revisions and seconded by Debbi Harris. Motion carried.

2. Purchase set of tracks. Cindy Bolch to complete ordering of tracks.

3. Blue Bird houses at Wilson-Ledbetter Park --- Bird Committee,

Ann Collins checked on bluebird houses & suggested removal of ones too warped to be functioning properly. Bird committee will address issue. Ann Collins to check on printing of bird lists for the Frances Nabors Griffin Bird Sanctuary.

4.Silent Auction / State Meeting – 6 items donated by Sandra, Phyllis, Pamela, and Paul & Jan; Donald Shuffield and Charles Bedrich

5.Partners 

Dale Kruse, Clint Walker & Collier & Peggy Perry

Nature Stories



Board Chairs:  2012-2013

2012 Training Class: Dorothy Mayer – Donation to Milano Methodist Church - Dorothy made a motion that we give 200.00 to Milano Methodist Church for use of their fellowship hall. Phyllis Shuffield seconded. Motion carried. Dorothy to check on graduation photos.

Communications: Don Travis- pamphlets to put out in the community / received. Discussed selling to members for 5.00 each & placing remainder w/area businesses. More can be ordered if we need them.

Historian: Barbara Cromwell – absent

Host:  Cindy McDaniels- all good at this time.

Advanced Training & Volunteer:  Phyllis Shuffield- Webinar AT to be studied & discussed further at another time

Membership: Debbi Harris -September- chapter vol hrs, 1611.25, AT-102.5

Awards this mo. to be presented, 3 new class members to receive recertification, John Pruett, Jan Campbell, Jeanette Patschke

Recertification pins for 2012, Rich Cromwell & Paula Englehardt

1K hr dragonfly pin- Debbi Harris & Sue Taylor

This yr total AT hrs reported thru 9/30 is 703 total hrs, Vol hrs reported so far this yr thru 9/30 are 6,256.30 total hrs.

AT total hrs for ECRC to date are 3,589.5

Total Vol. hrs for ECRC to date are 28,552.50 

Total Class Training hrs for ECRC to date are 3,142.5

Starting in 2013, background check forms must be turned in at same time as annual dues.

Debbi has asked for Phyllis and Ann to turn in some test forms for volunteer hour reporting so that Debbi can decide how forms need to be modified so they are consistent & user friendly for all. Debbi will follow up w/information after figuring out how to tweak report process.

Nature Festival – John Pruett & Joyce Dalley – absent but things going well.  Cans for coloring book -Amber Rios; 

Nature Festival Rack Cards
Activities  /  Announcements 

1.Sewing Machine for embroidery – Paul- Discussed considering purchase of embroidery machine to make patches to help motivate members after receiving 40 hr recert pins. Donna Lewis suggested we all think about other ways we could do this & discuss further at a later date.  

2. BVMN lost our fellow Master Naturalist, Chris Northcliffe, in a tragic shooting in College Station We plan to purchase a park bench to be placed at Lick Creek Park in Chris’ honor (Chris Northcliffe) If you would like to contribute, please mail a check made payable to:
Texas Master Naturalist – Brazos Valley Chapter to P. O. Box 9126, College Station, TX
77842-9126, by Thursday, November 1.
If there are additional funds received, we will donate the remainder to a fund, which was established at a local bank to assist Chris’ wife, Christy (also a Master Naturalist), and children in this time of loss

Dorothy Mayer made a motion that we donate 20. To the memorial fund. 

Debbi Harris seconded. Motion carried. Phyllis will bring a sympathy card to the Oct. 11ch. mtg. to get signatures & send w/the donation to be presented to the Northcliffe family.

Upcoming dates:

October 26th-28th – State Meeting – Camp Allen – Navasota, Texas

Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn at 7:45 by Cindy Bolch, seconded by Phyllis Shuffield. Motion carried.

Mission: To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of Texas.
