El Camino Real Chapter
Texas Master Naturalist

Chapter Meeting-April 8, 2010-Wayne Fisher, Alligator Ranch

Guest: Bill Dixon

Members Present: 21, Connie Roddy, Bruce Merryman, Lisa Davenport, Paula Engelhardt, Kim Summers, Sue Taylor, Shawn Walton, Lucy Coward, Vivian Dixon, Janice Johnson, Cindy McDaniels, Gary McDaniels, Cindy Bolch, Cindy Travis, Don Travis, Phyllis Shuffield, Rich Cromwell, Sandra O'Donnell, Jim O'Donnell, Katherine Bedrich, Dorothy Mayer

 

Call to Order-time 12:30 p.m. Wayne Fisher's Ranch

 

Approval of Minutes-no minutes available at this time

 

Treasurer Report-Dorothy Mayer- $6,231.41 

 

Nature Experiences Shared
 

Committee Chairs 2010-11
Membership-Cindy Bolch- 60 ch. members-13 new recruits-47 veterans

Ed Burleson qualified to receive the 2010 Wood Duck recertification pin & the 250 hr. pin.

Lisa Davenport, Lucy Coward, Paula Englehardt, & Cindy McDaniels were all awarded the 2010 Wood Duck recertification pin.

Ways to get volunteer hours were suggested.

 

Program-Vice President-Phyllis Shuffield

Paul Unger will host next month's ch. meeting at his home in Rockdale. He will have a presenter there (topic something about rocks) & adv. trng. time will be given. 

Discussed possible future meeting places. Shrimps restaurant in Rockdale was suggested as a possible site. Let Phyllis know if you would like to open your home for a meeting.

 

Volunteer-Connie Roddy- TX Trash Off- April 10, 2010. If 10 or more people come to help, we might possibly have Barbeque for lunch.  Meet at Roadside Park near our 2 mi. stretch of hwy. outside Rockdale at 9 or 9:30 a.m. Wear boots, long pants, long sleeve shirts, & gloves.

 

Historian-Lucy Coward.-No report. Need pictures for scrapbook.

 

Host-Cindy McDaniels-Cindy thanked Cindy Travis, Rich Cromwell, Lisa Davenport & Phyllis Shuffield for contributing food today.

 

Advanced Training-Lisa Davenport-Invasive Species Training Report-Travis Gullo from LBJWF was excellent presenter. Lisa requested ideas for future adv. training speakers.

 

Communication-Don Travis-Purchase of microphones

Don requests feedback on newsletter. Will be gone for 4 mo. & ask for someone to cover new class audio / visual duties July-October, 2010. Cindy Bolch agreed to cover classes during this time.

 

Training-Lisa Davenport-2010 class began April 1, 2010

Need 4 volunteers to mentor new class members &/or assist w/ set-up, clean-up each class meeting.  11 class members were present for 1st class w/ 2 new members coming next mo. Sue Taylor & Rich Cromwell are 2 of our new members present today.  Everything is moving along nicely. July & August speakers are switching time slots & 1st field trip is scheduled for Lake Somerville.

 

Nature Festival-Ann Collins-Moving right along.

Anne Barr-Facilities-Need to discuss Signs/vendor stands in more detail.

Sandra O'Donnell-Shirts-1st order has come in & has placed 2nd order. Ordered 44 thus far.

     Sandra will purchase fabric & donate to make "sit upons" for Nature Festival. She needs 

     volunteers to assist in this project. Talk to Sandra after meeting so a time can be established 

     in May to work on this project at her home.

 

The Nature of Milam Co. Project-Katherine Bedrich; cont. working on Nature pages, involvement of community, photography. Keep taking pictures.

 

Activities:
1. Chapter Operating Handbood(COH)-reviewed by Board at March 18th meeting. Presented to Ch. today. Handbook to be updated & online as approved.

2. Dewberry Festival-Cameron-April 24th-Youth Fishing-meet Wed. April 14th to check equipment. 1p.m. Wilson-Ledbetter Park.

3. Cameron Lion's Club Auction-May 3-5th- Janice Johnson-exhibited donated matted & framed photos/basket/serenity plaque/candle holder.  Announced that the Lion's Club plans to donate some of proceeds for the Naturefest.

4.TMN Annual Meeting-Oct. 22-24, 2010 

   Millineum Seed Bank Presentation  by MN & MG- Ed Burleson & Flo Oxley.  Ed can not make 

this committment but Michelle is still available if someone else can volunteer to assist w/ presentation.

 

Interest Groups-Anything to share

Bats-Upcoming Monday Bats & Bridges trip. Cindy Bolch, contact person.

Horned Lizards-Thurs. July 8, 2010-Help w/ "all about reptiles" program, Lucy Coward will speak about Horned Lizards in Milam Co.-Thursday, April 15th, meet at Peace Lutheran Church in Rockdale to go in group to look for Horned Lizards or signs of their presence around Rockdale area. Lucy Coward, Contact Person

 

Announcements-None

 

Next Meeting-May 13, 2010, 6pm, Paul Unger's home.

 

Motion to adjourn-1:30 p.m. Shawn Walton motioned to approve, Connie Roddy, seconded.

 

Milam County Nature Festival-June 11-12, 2010
  Wilson-Ledbetter Park- Cameron, TX
 

 

ECRMN website...http://grovesite.com/tmn/ecrmn
