
[Originally created by Game Warden Assistant Commander Michael Mitchell 
in Austin in January, 2016.  Modified thereafter.  He founded a chapter and is 
a strong supporter of the program.]

References are from the new Texas Master Naturalist curriculum.

Bring when speaking on this topic:
Å Backup video projector & cords
Å Easel and Markers
Å Giveaways
Å Laser pointer
Å Giveaways/Outdoor Annuals/Pamphlets/Cards/Pins
Å TMN Curriculum Chapters 1 & 22
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Å There are three main segments to this training session.
Å It has twomajor sections
Å The two parts are broken up by slides with logos
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Å [Have an audience member read the quote aloud to the class]
Å Quote is from naturalist Aldo Leopold (1887-1948)
Å This one quote sets the stage for the lecture
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[Photo courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Å The best definition of land stewardship is in the Texas Master Naturalist 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ ά.ŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΦέ

Å This concept goes back to Plato in 400 BC.
Å See TMN Curriculum book Module 1: Land Stewardship, which sets the 

foundation for this lecture on Section22
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Å Having a puppy is like being a landuse steward
Å It is outrobligationto care for and nurture this item
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ÅWe know from Module 1 that 86% ofTexans live in urban centers.
Å²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŜȄŀǎΩ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ мл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ мфул 

to 2014.
ÅManaging land is difficult, many landowners are absentee, and only 

around 5% of Texas land is public.
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[Graphic courtesy Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Å Texas land is 95% private,5% public.
Å Texas has 125 PublicHunting Lands, State Parks & Natural Areas = 600,000 

acres
Å 51 Wildlife Management Areas = 756,000 acres
Å Federal land acreage: = 2.9 million acres
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Å Three legs support this idea.  
Å Combined they govern the ideal foundation for the Texas Master 

Naturalist
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Å There are two distinct bodies.One makes laws and the other makes 
regulations.

Å Regulations are publishedin the Texas Administrative Code.
Å Regulations may also be enacted also by other bodies, such as the river 

authorities.
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Å Example law is the Texas TransportationCode.
Å Thou shalt turn on their blinker not less than 100 feet before the 

intersection.
Å Example law set by the Texas Legislature.
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[Photo courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Å9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘǳǊƪŜȅǎΧ
Å It is published in the Texas Administrative Code.
Å The regulationwas passed by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission.
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[Photo used under EducationalFair Use provision]

Å Certainlythis is only a dramatic example.
Å An example islike being at a stop sign in the middle of nowhere.  
Å Do you still stop, if nobody is around?
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Å Texas law clearly states that all wild animals, fur-bearing animals, wild 
birds, and wild fowl inside the border of the state are property of the 
people of the state.
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[Photos from Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, HossierState Chronicles & Marine Bio Conservation Organization 
under Educational Fair Use Provision]

Era of Abundance
Å Early American settlers faced an abundance of wildlife and had no regulations
Å This drove down wildlife populations resulting in regulations to be established
Å In 1630, money was paid for wolf hides to aid in predator control

Era of Exploitation
Å North American continent transformed from a land mass with vast areas to one with cities and farms scattered 

everywhere and held together by a spidery network of railroads, roads, and telegraph wires
Å Sudden settlement of the West Coast (catalyzed by the discovery of gold in California), the Civil War, the 

disappearance of eastern forests, an enormous influx of immigrants from Europe, Asia, and Africa, and the vast 
expansion of industry and technology. 

Å Increase in human population, combined with the technology of the early industrial era and the demands of a 
market economy, caused wildlife populations to plummet from a combination of unchecked exploitation and 
environmental alteration.

Å The vast migratory herds of bison on the Great Plains were systematically slaughtered or died of cattle-borne 
diseases until only a few hundred individuals were left.

Å The passenger pigeon, whose numbers were once reckoned to be in the billions, became extinct in the wild. 
Both adults and young were harvested commercially. The last bird died in captivity in 1914.

Å Heron and egret populations were decimated by hunters shooting them in their breeding colonies for plumes 
for ladies hats.

Å The ranges of large predators such as grizzly bears, mountain lions, and wolves became greatly reduced. 
Mountain lions and wolves were virtually eliminated from eastern North America, as were grizzly bears from 
California.

Å White-tailed deer became extremely scarce in the eastern United States through a combination of habitat loss 
and over-hunting

Å Runs of salmon and shad disappeared from many eastern rivers, their runs blocked by mill dams or killed by 
factory wastes in combination with unlimited fishing.

Å Nature was regarded as something that got in the way of civilization and "progress", and a source of goods to 
sell on the market. 

Å The agrarian mindset of the time was often frightened by the abundant wild animals and uncontrolled wild 
ecosystems, and thus thought nature had to be tamed and controlled. 



Era of Protection
Å Americans began to notice what was happening to some of the wildlife throughout the country
Å 1900- Lacey Act was passed. The Lacey Act prohibited inter-state commerce; protecting animals by forbidding their 

movement across state lines
Å 1901- Theodore Roosevelt was elected as president and began making strides for wildlife conservation. He 

tripled the size of protected forests and created the U.S. Forest Service. He also created the first national 
wildlife refugeand passed many laws that made the hunting of migratory birds (except waterfowl) illegal

Å 1918- Migratory Bird Treaty Act
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[Photo courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife; US Fish and Wildlife Service]

1907-Texas Game, Fish and Oyster Commission was established.
1909-First hunting licenses required of those who hunted outside of their 

home or an adjoining county. 5000 were sold this first year.

Era of Habitat and Harvest
Å This era brought a more scientific approach to the conservation of 

wildlife and fish populationsthat were diminishing. 
Å This was influenced by the increasing demand for recreational hunting 

and fishing.



[Photos courtesy of Nebraska Game and Parks]

Å1937 Pittman ïRobertson Act (created an excise tax that provides 

funds to each state to manage such animals and their habitats. 

Notable species that have come back from the brink since the 

implementation of this act include white-tailed deer, wild turkey, and 

wood ducks)

Å1950 Dingell ïJohnson Act (state fish restoration and management 

plans and projects)
Å1963 TPWD renamed

Å BONUS: Sand County almanac came out in 1948



{Photos courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Era of Management
The public began to insist on environmental protection. Soon the politicians 
followed.
1970- Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was established.
1970- Clean Air Act was passed to regulate emissions.
1972- First Earth Day
1973 ςEndangered Species Act passed
1977- Clean Water Act was passed to regulate the discharge of pollutants 
into U.S. waterways.
1981 - House Bill 1000 prohibits commercial sale of redfish & trout 
1981 - Operation Game Thief established.Received 2,200+ calls



[Photos courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife]

Å 1984 Wallop ïBreaux (Aquatic Resources Trust Fund; provided for 

additional funds captured from a portion of the federal gasoline 

excise taxes attributable to motorboats by a formula based upon 

boat registrations)

Å 2016 Blue Ribbon Committee meets and seeks federal oil & 

mineral rights revenues to be distributed to the states



[Photo courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Å Quick look at Texas Game Wardens in this historical context.
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Å Game WardenHerbert Ward in 1924 in East Texas.

Texas Master Naturalist

Laws and Ethics Module



[Photo courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Å Game Wardens check hunterat the roadside.
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Game Warden invehicle in 1940s.
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Å Recent graduating cadet class,at the state capitol right after graduating.
Å Classes roughly occur once per year, dependent upon funding.
Å The training program is 7 months long in a live-in academy near 

Hamilton, Texas.
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[Photo courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Å This is an example of one of our special teams,the STORM team.  It 
specializes in accident reconstruction, including boat and hunting 
accident.

Å Numerous other specialized teams exist
Å These include dive team, K9, SCOUT, marine theft investigation, and 

honor guard
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Å Game Wardens operate as theTexas Navy.
Å They have abut 380 boats
Å¢ƘŜȅ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƪŀȅŀƪǎ ǘƻ срΩ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ
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Å Extension of previous concept.
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Å Extension of previous concept.
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[Photo courtesyof Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Å Game Wardens roles have changed over the years
Å During Hurricane Harvey:

Texas Game Wardens / Trucks / Boats: 278/278/115
Park Police Officers / Trucks / Boats: 90/90/25
Out of state Game Wardens 

(FL, LA, AR, SC, OK, KS, PA, IN, ME)/Trucks/Boats:280/140/130
Helicopter hoist rescues: 114
Boat/Water rescues: 11,212 (This includes TPWD Game Wardens, 

State Park Police Officers and out of state Game Wardens)
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[Photo courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Å Eighteen Game Wardens have lost their lives defendingthat which has 
no voice.

Å They are memorialized in many ways, including at our Game Warden 
Memorial in Athens
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ÅEarly 1900s ïNo conservation funding

ÅFederal Excise Tax Mechanisms

ÅEndangered Species Act ï1973

ÅState Wildlife Grants ï2000

ÅBlue Ribbon Committee ï2016



[Photo courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife Department]

Å Pittman-Robertson Act funding has been critically important and 

hugely successful for a range of species.

Å These numbers are counts within the United States.

Å But all of these examples are typically hunted animals.

Å The non-hunted, non-game species remain a concern.
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Å See the numerous example situations that are given in the text.  
Å There are severallisted there.
Å Everysituation is different.
Å Persons around you will be looking to Master Naturalists as the example 

setters.
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