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Habsburg Monarchy 
 200 Year History of Discovery  Ruled by King through Fueros  Landed Aristocracy 

Felipe I 

1506-1506 

Carlos II 
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Carlos II 

1665-1700 

1680  

 Leyes de las Indias 

Habsburg Monarchy 
 

1691  

 Entrada Instructions 



Bourbon Monarchy 

 Enlightenment 

Felipe V 

1700-1724 

Luis I 

1724-1724 

Felipe V 

1724-1746 

Fernando VI 

1746-1759 

Carlos III 

1759-1788 
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Carlos IV Fernando VI 

1808-1808 

Jose I 

1808-1813 

Fernando VI 

1813-1833 



Bourbon Monarchy 

 
Felipe V 

1700-1724 

Enlightenment 

Spanish Basque 
International Trade 

Network 

Abolishes Fueros 
except for Basque 

Region 

Establishes  

Spanish Cortes 



Bourbon Monarchy 

 
Fernando VI 

1746-1759 

• Developed the sciences 

 

• Improved communication, roads, 

 and ship building industries. 



Bourbon Monarchy 

 Carlos III 

1759-1788 

• Fostered the arts, 

 education and sciences.  
 

• Accepted different 

 religions, freedom of 

 speech, and the press. 

  
• Modernized the country 

 and started reforms at 

 home and abroad. . . 

  

• Allied with new merchant 

 class and foreign advisors—

 appointed to administrative 

 positions 

 
 

 

1778 Mining Council & Tribunal  

1778 Fondo de Mesteños 



Bourbon Monarchy 

 
Carlos IV 

1788-1808 

Manuel de 

Godoy 

Maria Luisa of 

Parma 

1788-1808 
• Mission Land Secularization 

 

• Alliances between Spain & France 

 
• Spanish & French Economy Intermingle 

 

 



Bourbon Monarchy 

 

Carlos IV Fernando VI 

1808-1808 

Jose I 

1808-1813 

Fernando VI 

1813-1833 

Abdication & Revolution 

 

Bourbon 

Central-Type 

Government  

 

Liberal 

Constitution  

of 1812 
(decentralized 

government) 

 

Abolish Constitution 

Absolutist Rule 

Mexican Revolution 
(Republicans & Conservatives) 

 

 

 



Events in Period of Significance 

1691  
     Domingo Terán de los Rios 

& 
 Fray Damian Massanet 

1716-1718 
     Captain Domingo Ramon  

& 
 Fray Isidro Felix de Espinosa  



Events in Period of Significance 

1720  
Governor Marqués de San 
Miguel de Aguayo  &  
Fray Juan Antonio de la Peña 

2800 horses, 6400 sheep, and many goats 

Chipman 1992: 121 



Events in Period of Significance 

Carlos III 

1759-1788 Marquis Teodoro 

de Croix 

Bernardo de 

Galvez 

1778 

1777-1785 

1778  

 Royal Decree—Fondo de 
 Mesteños 

1776  

 Spanish Secret Alliance with 

 American Colonies 

Comandancia y Capitania General  
de las Provincias Internas 



 Ramon Diary 1716 June 12th–13th 

 “…forty Indians of various nations came out to receive us. 

Among them were four captains. One of them the leader from 

the Ervipiame tribe knew me…” 

 

Historic Written Record 

 

 Herbert Eugene Bolton  

 “Rancheria Grande was a most extraordinary aggregation” of 

more than 2000 souls (Bolton 1915: 143–145). Bolton noted how 

the native groups were at the Colorado River moving further 

east over time, and the 1716 Ramon expedition “passed 

through it north [near] the Little River and two or three leagues 

west of the Brazos, apparently near modern Cameron” (Bolton 

1915: 144). Interestingly, a linear measurement for a league is 

2.63 miles (Tunnell 2003: 9). The archaeological swale and large 

village sites along Pin Oak Creek and Alligator Creek are 5.8 

miles west of the Brazos and fit historian estimates of Rancheria 

Grande’s location west of the Brazos River. 



Historic Maps 

 1690 Alonso de Leon Expedition Map AGI 61-6-21(3) 



Historic Maps 

1717 Juan Manuel de Olivan,  

Rebolledo Map AGI 61-6-35 



Historic Maps 

1718 Guillaume De L'Isle Map, Gilder 

Lehrman Collection, GLC04222 



1733 Henry Popple Map of the British Empire 

Historic Maps 



Historic Maps 

1746 José Antonio de Villaseñor y Sanchez, AGI 62-1-41 



Historic Maps 

1768 José Antonio de Alzata Y Ramirez, 31332rg 



Francisco Ruiz Historic Land Tract 

1868 Milam County Plat Map 



Francisco Ruiz Historic Land Tract 

1832 José Francisco Ruíz Land Grant Title, Page 1 



  

Modern  
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Archaeological 

Reconnaissance Survey 

Conner Swales Site 

41MM394 



Conner Swales Site 



Bauman Archaeology Sites 

• Bauman Village Site 

• Bird Point Heaven Site 



Wise Archaeological Site 



Mission Espada &  

Rancho de las Cabras 
Approximately 8 Leagues 



Mission San Jose &  

Francisco Ruiz Rancho and  

Juan Ignacio Perez Rancho 
Approximately 4 to 5 Leagues 



Mission Dolores & Lobanillo Rancho 
Approximately 5 Leagues 



Mission San Javier Complex  

Ranchería Grande 
Approximately 8 Leagues 

 



Rancheria Grande  

Historic Cultural Landscape 

Associated with San Xavier Mission Complex 

National Register Archaeological District  



Rancheria Grande  

National Register of Historic Place 

Archaeological District 

  

State Antiquities Landmark 
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