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Reading Nook—share your treasures 

Bobcat Year  

Author, Hope Ryden 

From Betty Zajac, suggestions from last month’s speaker on native cats of Texas 

“Late one June night in 2011, a large animal collided with an SUV cruising down a Connecticut parkway. 

The creature appeared as something out of New England's forgotten past. Beside the road lay a 140-

pound mountain lion. Speculations ran wild, the wildest of which figured him a ghostly survivor from a 

bygone century when lions last roamed the eastern United States. But a more fantastic scenario of facts 

soon unfolded. The lion was three years old, with a DNA trail embarking from the Black Hills of South 

Dakota on a cross-country odyssey eventually passing within thirty miles of New York City. It was the 

farthest landbound trek ever recorded for a wild animal in America, by a barely weaned teenager ventur-

ing solo through hostile terrain.William Stolzenburg retraces his two-year journey--from his embattled 

birthplace in the Black Hills, across the Great Plains and the Mississippi River, through Midwest metrop-

olises and remote northern forests, to his tragic finale upon Connecticut's Gold Coast. Along the way, 

the lion traverses lands with people gunning for his kind, as well as those championing his cause. Heart of 

a Lion is a story of one heroic creature pitting instinct against towering odds, coming home to a society 

deeply divided over his return. It is a testament to the resilience of nature, and a test of humanity's will-

ingness to live again beside the ultimate symbol of wildness. “ 

Quoting from Amazon 

Quoting from Amazon: a critique from reader 
 
By R. M. Watkinson April 4, 2011 
Verified Purchase 
 
Ms. Ryden's study of the bobcat became a great challenge to document effectively. 
She spent time observing members of the species in many locations, with varying 
success, and returned with a great deal of knowledge but no straight-forward way to 
present it. I found her solution worked quite well, despite my initial skepticism. 

 
The narrative, an overview of a year in one (representative) bobcat's life, did not degenerate into mawkish 
sentimentality as the animals struggle for survival and sometimes fail. There were only one or two moments 
of "preachy" environmentalism which, given the year it was written, showed a great deal of restraint. 
 
Did it read like it could be made into a PBS documentary or a Disney movie from the 1960's? Yes, but in giv-
ing the information in a story line, it presented the information in a way that made it more easily retained. The 
activities of each season, and the behaviors necessary for maturation and survival in each season, are spe-
cific, and information regarding members of the species living in different climates and terrain is provided 
without being cumbersome and distracting. 
 
Well worth reading!” 

This book is available at UNT Library 

special archives 

Heart of a Lion 

Alone cat's walk across America 

Author, William Stolzenburg 
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/pdp/profile/A1MODX0Q6IJ46A/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_pdp?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Bobcat-Year-Hope-Ryden/product-reviews/067017730X/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_rvw_rvwer?ie=UTF8&reviewerType=avp_only_reviews
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Green milkweed masquerading as a peacock-Green milkweed masquerading as a peacock-Green milkweed masquerading as a peacock-

from Dorothy Thetfordfrom Dorothy Thetfordfrom Dorothy Thetford   
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—Naturalist News Helpers this Month—   

Thank you contributors 
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Send your idea for Last Word to wanda odum, Naturalist News editor 

 

 

Please take a little time each month to thank a contributor. Without them there 

could be no Naturalist News. As always, my sincere thanks to each of you! 

 NATURALIST NEWS is looking for contributors! 

Articles about plants and animals especially need-

ed for the newsletter. Also hope you noticed our new section 

“Reading Nook”. Need good books sharing. Send to w. odum, editor 

A bird sitting on a tree is never afraid of the branch breaking because 

his trust is not on the branch but on his own wings. Bing.com 

CELEBRATE YOUR FREEDOMS! 

w  odum 
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We’re on the web: 

Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension 

Texas  A&M AgriLIFE Extension 

Joseph A. Carroll Building 

401 W. Hickory Street 

Denton, TX 76201—9026 

”to develop a corps of well-informed volunteers who provide 

education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial 

management of natural resources and natural areas within our community” 

“In our community, Elm Fork Chapter of the Texas Master 

Naturalist program will be recognized as a primary source of 

information, education and service to support natural resources and natural areas today 

and in the future.” 

Our mission. . . 

Our vision. . . 

940-349-2883 

www.txmn.org/elmfork 

Board of  Directors  

PRESIDENT—Don Fikes 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT—Ray Kreutzfeld 

VICE-PRESIDENT—Mike Danner 

SECRETARY—Mary Morrow 

TREASURER—Brenda Wellenreiter 

CLASS REPRESENTATIVE—Tonya Cauduro 

MEMBER-at-LARGE—Bill Coleman 

COMMITTEES: 

Communication:  e-mail Donna Wolfe; website Martha 

Peet; Naturalist News Wanda Odum 

Opportunities/Projects:  Diane Kohlhase 

Publicity:  Sheri Bratton 

Training:  Harriet Powell, Erin Piper, co-chairs 

ADVISORS: 

Janet Laminack, Extension Agent 

TPWD—Ricardo Torres 

Regular Monthly Chapter Meetings 

9:30 a.m. preceded by a social time at 9:00 a.m. on the third Thursday of 

each month. Chapter meetings are open to the public.  

Next meeting will be held at: 

Board Meetings 

The Board meets each second Thursday of the month at 9:30 

a.m. The Board last met July 13, 2017.  Next monthly Board 

meeting is August 10, 2017. 

Board meetings are open to members. 

 

 

SPECIAL MEETING: Open House/membership round-

up luncheon on July 20, 2017, 10 am to 1 pm. 

701 Kimberly Drive 
Denton, TX  76208-6301 

Denton Elections Technology Services Bldg. 

Great egret with fish at Lake 

Texhoma by Ken Agee 

shared by Jan Hodson 
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