Call for Presenters!
Join us for our 20th Texas Master Naturalist Program Annual Meeting,
where we’ll gather, learn and celebrate another year of the Texas
Master Naturalist Program. This year’s event, taking place in
Rockwall, Texas, will run from Friday, October 18th through Sunday,
October 20th. The event will be hosted at the Hilton Dallas/Rockwall
Lakefront Hotel on the shores of Lake Ray Hubbard.
The city of Rockwall, located northeast of Dallas in Rockwall County,
rests along the eastern edge of Lake Ray Hubbard. It was founded in 1854 by pioneer T.U Wade.
Rockwall was named after a wall of rock that Wade came across when digging a well (a jointed, natural
sandstone dike, in fact), and thought this unique geological formation was fitting as a namesake. Besides
its many city parks, the most popular sites in Rockwall are its Historic Downtown, filled with shopping
and dining experiences, and the Harbor, the city’s premier recreation and entertainment site (and is also
the site the hotel hosting our 2019 conference). There have been occurrences of many state-level
threatened and endangered species in Rockwall County, including the timber rattlesnake, wood stork,
red wolf, peregrine falcon, and more. Rockwall is a history-rich lakefront getaway that will be the
perfect backdrop for this year’s conference.
As a workshop presenter, you would have the opportunity to inform and train TMN members from
across the state on various natural resource topics providing more in-depth information than their initial
core training and curriculum. You are also encouraged to make this an opportunity to enlist and train
our program volunteers to assist you, your program, and your work as part of their annual volunteer
service commitment.

Advanced Training Sessions Requirements
The Texas Master Naturalist Program welcomes your proposals as contributions to our agenda!
Individuals wishing to present are invited to submit their proposal on the Texas Master Naturalist
Annual Meeting website: http://txmn.org/2019-annual-meeting/.
Advanced Training (AT) Sessions include training on a specific skill, technique, or process and may
involve one or more instructors. Sessions are intended to emphasize learning through participation,
discussion, and hands-on interactive presentations on natural resource topics that model good
interpretive methods. AT Sessions should aim to provide participants with new skills to apply in their
area of service or in the topic area you are teaching. These could include presentations introducing a
natural resource topic or program to solicit the interest of TMN volunteers or to present resources and
partnerships that may assist chapters in their communities. They are also typically hands-on Sessions
scheduled to run concurrently with other conference events and are open to all meeting registrants on a
walk-in basis. Training sessions range from 1- to 4-hour blocks. Typical attendance at sessions can
range from 10 to 50 registrants.
The deadline for submissions is Friday May 31st. A notice of receipt will be automatically generated
and sent by e-mail. If you do not receive notification of receipt within 10 days or have any questions
about proposal submission, please contact Mary Pearl Meuth (mpmeuth@tamu.edu). Proposals received
after the deadline and before registration opening may be considered if space is available.

Proposals Requested
All training workshops relevant to the Texas Master Naturalist mission will be considered.
Presentations will be generally categorized with the following theme areas to help build session tracks in
the final agenda:
Abiotic Environment (Geology, Weather, etc)
Interpretation/Communication
Chapter Management & Solutions
Partnership Highlight, Volunteer Project
Chapter Project Highlight
Recruiting
Citizen Science
Plants/Flora
Conservation Initiatives
Social Media
Ecological Concepts/Regions
Texas Water Resources
Fauna-General
Other
Examples of previous years’ TMN Annual Meeting agendas with workshop and session titles and
descriptions can be found on the TMN Annual Meeting archives website, http://txmn.org/past-meetings/.

Information Required for a Proposal:








Presentation Title (make it catchy!) *Note: the title you provide in your proposal will be the
title displayed on the Full Agenda—double check for any errors before you submit!
Presentation Abstract – A short description (3-5 sentences or ~100 words) describing the
session, what volunteers will learn, what they will need to wear or bring with them. (This
information will be used directly in our Full Agenda)
Presentation Theme – see above
Duration – Length of time (in hours) requested for presentation
Presentation Environment – Indoor classroom/ Outdoors
Maximum Class Size – 12 - 60 or more; needed to gauge room requirements
Technology Needs for presentation and participants where applicable

Proposal Evaluation and Notice of Decision
All training proposals will be considered and evaluated on timeliness of the subject, importance of the
training to a broad range of TMN volunteers and their further contribution to our program’s mission.
Applicants will be notified whether their proposals are able to be accepted or not. All presenters will
also need to register for the conference once registration is open – www.txmn.org/2019-annual-meeting .

About the Texas Master Naturalist Program
The Texas Master Naturalist Volunteer program is sponsored statewide by the Texas Parks & Wildlife
Department and the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. The program has the mission to develop a
corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the
beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities for the State of
Texas. The program currently supports 12,000+ volunteers in 48 local chapters across the state. Last
year, TMN volunteers provided over 400,000 hours of service. For more information visit our statewide
website at: http://www.txmn.org
Any additional questions about the Texas Master Naturalist 20th Annual Meeting or the Program in
general can be directed to Michelle Haggerty (mmhaggerty@tamu.edu) or Mary Pearl Meuth
(mpmeuth@tamu.edu).

