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What We Will Present Today

ÅWorldwide Amphibian Monitoring

ÅOur Amphibian Monitoring Project

ÅOur Species of Interest

ÅOur Cumulative Data ςTen Years

ÅAdopt-a-Frog-Pond Protocol

ÅSomeƻŦ ǘƘŜ άwǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ CǊƻƎƎƛƴƎέ

ÅFun Open Questions for Future Detailed 
Investigations

ÅReferences & Contacts
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Worldwide
Amphibian 
Monitoring

4



History: International
Amphibian Decline and Call to Action

Å1989 First World Congress of Herpetology
ÅOffered the first worldwide comprehensive assessment of populations
ÅPapers documented significant declines in species and ranges
ÅRecommended more funding and more rigorous studies 

Å2004 IUCN* World Conservation Union Research Report
Å3 Year Global Amphibian Assessment ς32% threatened with extinction
ÅάΧΦ ŘǊŀǎǘƛŎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜǎέ ŘǳŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŘŜƎǊŀŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ
Å9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ά/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ

ÅConsistent Emphasis:   Environmental Health Indicator Species

* International Union for Conservation of Nature
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History: USA
Amphibian Decline and Call to Action

Å1997 ςNAAMP(North American Amphibian Monitoring Program)
ÅDeveloped by USGS*, a stratified random block monitoring of drive lines, intended 

to gather consistent, scientifically valid information by trained citizens and scientists
ÅThis program designed and administered the field protocol

Å1998 ςFrogwatchUSA - established by USGS and in 2002 transferred to 
NWF (National Wildlife Federation) as a

ÅCitizen science volunteer initiative to conduct sustained monitoring of specific sites
ÅTo educate and motivate people to appreciate amphibians in their environment

Å2005 ςARMI(Amphibian Research and Monitoring Initiative) - a ten year 
program established by US Congress funding USGS professionals 

ÅTo assess the status of amphibians in the US
ÅIdentify factors which might be causing declines
ÅProvide a series of analysis and results publications

* United States Geological Survey 
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Our 
Amphibian 
Monitoring 
Project

7



We Have Seen Many Changes

ÅMonitoring sites have changed and increased

ÅNumber of participants has grown

ÅData collection and reporting has evolved

ÅProgram sponsorship and leadership has varied

ÅSpecies names have changed, several times!

ÅIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴ ά!ŘƻǇǘ-a-
Frog-tƻƴŘέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ

ÅWe emphasize the importance of citizen science, 
outreach, and inclusion
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National 
Programs

Where Our Project ά[ƛǾŜŘέ !ǘ CƛǊǎǘ

Texas 
Programs

Data
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Data Collections

TXNDD

Where Our Project άCƛǘǎ Lƴέ ¢ƻŘŀȅ
Texas 

Programs

Data
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Our Data Can Now Be in TXNDD

ÅThe Texas Natural Diversity Database (TXNDD) was 
established in 1983 and is a member program in the 
NatureServe network

ÅThe NatureServe network consists of state, provincial, and 
national member programsdedicated to collecting, 
managing, and disseminating biological information using a 
standardized methodology

ÅThe mission of the TXNDDis to manage and disseminate 
scientific information on rare species (Species of Greatest 
Concern), native plant communities, and animal aggregations 
for defensible, effective conservation action 

ÅObservations in TXNDD become part of the database-of-
recordŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ Řŀǘŀ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ άŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ 
conservation planning, natural resources management, and 
the design and implementation of ecologically sound 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέ
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Our Project Is Part of Current 
Texas Species Monitor Programs

ÅSince 2015, our research grade iNaturalist
observations have been added to the Herps of 
Texas project

ÅIn the last 5.5 years, TPWD Texas Nature Trackers 
(TNT) researchers sourced 3,800 observations from 
the iNaturalistHerps of Texas project to the TXNDD 

ÅWe encourage everyone to:
ÅSubmit your amphibian monitoring data to iNaturalist

ÅJoin the iNaturalistHerps of Texas project 

because observations that meet all data quality and 
completeness criteria and have been curated can be 
added to the TXNDD
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Our Amphibian Monitoring Project
ÅKathy McCormack and Sue Anderson attended 

separate TPWD Amphibian Workshops

ÅKathy started monthly nocturnal amphibian 
monitoring at Riata Pond (north Austin) in 2008

ÅCurrent Site Coordinators:
ÅBerry Springs Preserve ςKathy McCormack since 2009

ÅRiata Pond andLake Creek Dam ςSue Anderson since 2009

ÅBauerleRanch Park ςJerry Mayfield since 2010

ÅMary Moore SearightPark ςJerry Mayfield since 2010

ÅDevine Lake ςBeth Duncan since 2014

ÅHundreds of people have participated in monitoring at 
these six sites
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Sites with Monitoring Data
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/!abϝ ά²ŜŜƪƭȅ wŜŀŘŜǊέ 9Ƴŀƛƭ
and

GWMN* Online Volunteer Events Calendar

ÅHow we announce locally

ÅProject qualifies for Master 
Naturalist volunteer hours

ÅAnnouncement includes:

ÅLink to full description 
of the project

ÅVMS Code

ÅDate, location, and 
start time

EXAMPLE:

Texas Amphibian Watch - Nocturnal 
Monitoring

Click this link (http://bit.ly/1nD8ivz) for a story 
map with contact information and directions 
to all five CAMN locations.

VMS Category: FR: Amphibian Watch: monthly 
amphibian survey

April
7 ςDevine Lake ς7:55 PM

14 ςLake Creek Dam ς7:55 PM
21 ςBerry Springs Preserve ς8:00 PM
21 ςBauerleRanch Park ς8:00 PM
28 ςMary Moore SearightParkς8:05 PM

May
5 ςDevine Lake ς8:10 PM

12 ςLake Creek Dam ς8:15 PM
19 ςBerry Springs Preserve ς8:20 PM
19 ςBauerleRanch Park ς8:20 PM
26 ςMary Moore SearightParkς8:25 PM
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* Capital Area Master Naturalist,
Good Water Master Naturalist 

https://camn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d54abd9c76d06ce1991bf955b&id=426ab6192d&e=6547840402


Website Intro Page
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Schedule & Contact Info for Each Site
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