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From the President ς Betsy Palkowsky 
 
I hope this issue of the GLC Tidings finds you safe, sane and enjoying 
the outdoors before summer sets in. 
 
I know the Covid-19 pandemic has brought many challenges to our 
usual daily routines. At the same time, it has provided us with time to 
reflect on what is important to us and what we can be grateful for. I 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ 
days. At the same time, I am grateful for the unexpected opportunity 
to spend quality time with my daughter, son-in-law and grandson 
again. Sharing my love of nature with my grandson at the nearby 
Denver parks and in the backyard has introduced both of us to new 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻƻΦ 
 
Chapter Meeting and AT 
We will not have a May chapter meeting due to the continued personal 
distancing mandates from Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD), Texas A&M 
AgriLife and Texas Master Naturalist (TMN).  
 
May AT session 
Mark your calendars for our first online chapter AT session which will 
be held on Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. Details for joining this 
session will be sent separately. 
 

Birds and Habitat Management 
Trey Barron, Wildlife Diversity Biologist will present an overview of 
some of the birds that can be found locally, and what we can do to 
manage for some of the species of concern on properties of all 
sizes. A field trip was originally planned for this presentation. 
Hopefully, we can get Trey back for a field trip at another time. 
 
Trey began his career with TPWD in 2011 in the Texas panhandle. 
Trey is now the Wildlife Diversity (non-game) Biologist for Region 4 
and is focused on species of greatest conservation need. He received 
his Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Biology and Master of Science in 
Biology from West Texas A&M University. 

 
 

 

hǳǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  

2020-2021 Officers  
President, Betsy Palkowsky 
Vice President, Mark Brown 

Secretary, Linda Esco 
Treasurer, Pam Green 

 



txmn.org/glc  The GLC Tidings ς May 2020                                              2 

  Congratulations to the 2020 Training Program Graduates, by Betsy 
Palkowsky 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2020 Training Program will be remembered for a long time as one of the most interesting 
classes for our chapter. The Training committee not only made some planned changes to the 
program to give the trainees more hands-on experiences, but they also had to adjust to the no 
face-to-face meetings for the last month of the program. The flexibility and results of the 
trainees has been wonderful. I am proud to announce we have 21 new Texas Master 
Naturalists in our chapter. /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻΧ 
 
Chuck Babb, Patti Brown, Norbert Dittrich, Gayle Durie, Judi Flynn, Bruce Ford, Kathe Forrest, 
Joanna Hagler, Ellen Hardin, Cathy Ingham, Chip Ingham, Charlotte Leissner, Margaret Lisle, 
Mary Jane Moore, Alejandro Morua, Susan Schroeder, Lynn Showers, Robbie Showers, Denise 
Turner, Lenore Williamson and John Williamson. 
 
A huge thanks goes to the Training Committee. Karen and John Gardner for their strong 
leadership and ability to adjust to changes on the fly with the super help of the rest of the 
training committee, Lori Buffum, Peggy Cadenhead, Linda Esco, Chris Morrison, Nita Tiemann 
and myself. Everyone stepped in to assist wherever help was needed throughout this 
challenging time. 
 
A special thank you goes to Kara Matheney and Stephanie Rudolph. These two started working 
ǿƛǘƘ YŀǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƭƛƴŜ ǳǇ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ 
there as they continued to help with printing materials, securing meeting locations, finding new 
speakers when some were no longer available AND ensuring the class continued even though 
ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŦŀŎŜ-to-face. Next time you see either of these folks give them a big hug for 
their amazing support.  
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About Me: I grew up in a big family (3 brothers and 3 sisters) in Illinois and moved to Texas in 
1977. I developed, managed, marketed large software products/ development groups for the 
oil and gas industry for 38 years. My husband and I bought our Twenty Acre Woods near Round 
¢ƻǇ ŀōƻǳǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ LΩƳ ŀ ōƛƎ DǊŜŀǘ tȅǊŜƴŜŜǎ 
(we have three) and wildlife management fan. I love learning how to make our twenty acres a 
great place for all sorts of critters. Each year and each season is a new experience. 
 
Being a part of the Texas Master Naturalist organization has taught me a tremendous amount 
about the ecosystems in our area, introduced me to some wonderful people and given me an 
opportunity to give back to our community.  
 
Favorite thing about being a Texas Master Naturalist: The passion of the people involved with 
the organization.  
 
Favorite critter: Carolina Wren 
 
Favorite place in Texas: Home            
 

 

 
 

MEMBER PROFILE: BETSY PALKOWSKY 
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Favorite big trips:   North Central/North Eastern, Spain and Bangkok, Thailand                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Favorite big trips: North Central / North 
Eastern Spain and Bangkok, Thailand 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
About Me:  
In 2004, my wife and I began a search for property and a house in the country for family 
gatherings that was within a reasonable driving distance of College Station (we are both 
Aggies).  We chose the Brenham area as our most desired area.  In the process of purchasing 
our 40 acres, our realtor discussed property tax options with us.  That was the first time we 
heard of the wildlife valuation opportunity.  Upon purchase of our place, we embarked on our 
journey into wildlife management. I retired from Architecture and Construction Management in 
2018, and then set a goal to become a Certified Master Naturalist.  I graduated from the GLC 
Class in 2019.   
 
Favorite thing about being a Texas Master Naturalist: The people! It is a joy to know and learn 
from folks with a similar passion for nature, its care, and sharing that passion with children and 
adults.   
 
Favorite critter: Carolina Wren 

Favorite place in Texas:  Other than where we live now, the first place that comes to mind is a 
campground my family went to when I was growing up--a campground called Mormon Mill off 
a back road between Marble Falls and Burnett.   
 
Favorite big trips:  Scotland, the Baltic Sea, and Egypt

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER PROFILE: KEN ENGLISH  
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  Quail Necropsy, by Dottie Schoeneberg 

 
On March 4, seven Master Naturalists, Peggy Cadenhead, Joanna Hagler, Ellen Morris, Robert 
Mott, Dottie Schoeneberg, Marty Schoenemann, and Jon Watkins participated in the quail 
necropsy for the 7th graders at Brenham Jr. High. This L.A.N.D.S. program was under the 
direction of Texas Wildlife Association program specialist Brian Robert.  
 
The objective for the day was dissecting a bobwhite quail and exploring the internal and 
external adaptations of birds. They were also compared to humans and other organisms.  
 

  Brazos Bend State Park Pond Life, by Jaci Elliott  
 

With the Brazos Bend State Park being temporarily closed, we want to continue to connect 
with you and share the park with you in any way we can. Today, we want to share our Pondlife 
Program! This is one of my favorite programs we offer; it's very hands-on for everyone, very 
educational, messy, and overall fun! There are so many critters that live beneath the surface of 
the water and we never see. There's a whole other ecosystem down there which supports the 
life of all water-dwelling organisms. Here is where the food chain begins. Brazos Bend 
volunteer, David Heinicke, takes you through the whole Pondlife Program and tells you all 
about the different animals and insects that make up the life of the pond. 

 

Here is a YouTube link to this video so you can share it with your family, friends, classes, or 
anyone! https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=VAj0JuJlkyE 

*Video filmed and edited by Park Ranger: Montse Canedo 
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Complicated life of Queen Butterflies, by Marcia Braun 
 
Back on February 26, my husband and I found what we identified as a Monarch chrysalis. (It 
was very close to some Tropical Milkweed plants which had been cut back in the fall but were 
starting to leaf out at the ground.)  Nights were cold, so we figured it was doomed. We checked 
on it until March 9, when there was a butterfly sitting on the empty chrysalis and drying its 
wings.  
 
Surprisingly, it turned out to be a Queen, not a Monarch. It sat for a full day and a half and took 
off when the sun peeked through the clouds. At that point another 6 Queens were flying about 
the yard. That raised lots of questions for further reading. We have several butterfly books ς all 
of which turned out to be skimpy compared with all of the information on line. A lot more is 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎ ƴƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ aƻƴŀǊŎƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅΦ 
 
Queen Butterflies (Danaus gilippus) are closely related to Monarchs and Soldiers, as reflected 
ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎŜƴǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
south, so this discussion is mainly about Queens and Monarchs. It turns out that all articles and 
discussions of Queens are also about their close cousins, the Monarchs.  
 
An adult queen is slightly smaller, a different color of orange ς ruddier brownish ς and the 
uǇǇŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƭŀŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǾŜƛƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ aƻƴŀǊŎƘΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǿƛƴƎǎ ŦƻƭŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǿƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪǎ 
ǾŜƛƴŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ aƻƴŀǊŎƘΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƻǊ ƘƛƴŘǿƛƴƎΦ  
 
Queens also use milkweed as a host plant, and the caterpillars are stripped yellow and black, 
similar to Monarchs.  Monarch caterpillars have a pair of tentacles on each end while Queen 
caterpillars have an extra pair in the middle. They can look very similar unless you count 
tentacle pairs. So, what about the chrysalis? The Queen chrysalis is smaller and thinner (useful 
only in direct comparisons); otherwise apparently identical in appearance.  Amazingly, the 
chrysalis can be up to 100 feet from the host plant. (Right now, we have a Monarch chrysalis on 
an extension cord 50 feet away from any host plant.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Range:  Argentina to the southern U.S. It breeds as far north as central Texas and occurs as far 
north as Kansas. They are also in southern Asia and Africa. 
 
Mating: Both Queens and Monarchs are easy to sex. The males have a dark spot on each upper 
surface of the hindwing. The spots are pheromone scales. Queen males visit a type of sunflower 

Queen Life Cycle: 
Egg ς 4 to 6 days 
Caterpillar ς 2 to 3 weeks 
Chrysalis ς 5 to 15 days except for overwintering pupae 
Adult ς 1 to 3 months 
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for a chemical that activates their pheromones to entice females in courtship and mating. 
LƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƳŜƭƭǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜŎǘ ƛǘΗ όaƻƴŀǊŎƘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ 
pheromones in breeding.) Queens have 3 broods per year in central Texas. The female lays one 
egg on new leaves of the host plant ς most often a milkweed.  Milkweeds have cardenolides, a 
ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǊƻƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅ ƭŀǊǾŀ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀǘŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ vǳŜŜƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 
eating the toxin and incorporating it into their bodies for protection from avian predators. 
Monarchs evolved the ability later. (Plants in 12 other botanical families have convergently 
evolved to have cardenolides.) Most birds stay clear, but Black-backed Orioles and Black-
headed Grosbeaks in Mexico, where monarchs overwinter, have evolved to be cardenolide-
tolerant and 60% of monarch deaths in Mexico are due to them. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ ƳƛƭƪǿŜŜŘǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎΣ ŀǇƘƛŘǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
evolved as milkweed specialists ς and there are whole books about them. 
Queens are not as host-specific as Monarchs and will use other plants. A study in Florida with 
caged birds found that those butterflies are palatable to birds, but they gain some protection by 
looking like Monarchs. 
 
In my yard, I find mainly Monarch caterpillars, although in the summer, we typically have 
several Queens feeding on Blue Mist Flower.  For nectar, Blue Mist Flower is THE Queen-
preferred plant, although they also like others, including Tropical Milkweed and Purple 
Porterweed.  
 

 
 

References: 1. Agrawal, Anurag. Monarchs and milkweed: a migrating butterfly, a poisonous plant, and their remarkable story 
of coevolution. Princeton University Press, 2017. This is a very readable, technical book.  
2. Glassberg, Jeffrey. A Swift guide to butterflies of North America, 2d edition. Princeton Univ. Press, 2017. Great for butterfly 
ID, but nothing on caterpillars or chrysalises. 
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Delightful Damsels, by Jon Watkins 
 
The great state of Texas is renowned for many things, not the least of which is the beauty, 
diversity and abundance of its wildflowers. Texas wildflowers have been the subject of 
numerous writings, works of art, collections, celebrations and perhaps even a tall tale or two. 
{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ǿƛƭŘŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
boundaries of the region served by the Texas Master Naturalist-Gideon Lincecum Chapter. 
Although the bluebonnets, Indian Paintbrush, Firewheels and several others are generally 
considered to be the stars of our annual wildflower show, it is with great anticipation that I 
ŀǿŀƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǘƛƳŜ ŘŜōǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ŘŀƳǎŜƭΧǘƘŜ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ bȅƳǇƘΦ 
 
Also known by its Latin name, Herbertia lahue (Molina) Goldblatt, the Prairie Nymph is a Texas 
native perennial and a member of the iris family. The plant is upright with grass-like foliage 
growing 6 to 12 inches tall and is most commonly found in prairies, meadows and pastures. It is 
considered to be of benefit to wildlife as a source of nectar for bees and other pollinators. 
Depending on its location, the blooming period for the Prairie Nymph is March to early May. 
The exotic flowers are formed of three oblong lavender petals surrounding contrasting white 
center splotches. Once it begins, blooming continues for about two weeks but the individual 
flowers last only a single day, opening in the morning and closing in the late afternoon. 
 
I observed just a few of these bashful beauties during the first spring season following the 
conversion of our family retreat to wildlife management use. As our overgrazed pastures 
become transitional wild meadows, the colony of Prairie Nymphs continues to expand and 
thrive. I find it peaceful and good for the soul to stay connected to wild places and wild things. I 
hope for many more days to enjoy creation and to perhaps have other opportunities to catch a 
fleeting glimpse of the Prairie Nymphs. 
 

 
 
References 

¶ Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center www.wildflower.org, Natural Resources Conservation Service 
plants.usda.gov 

¶ Texas Highways www.texashighways.com, Native American Seed www.seedsource.com 
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Monarch Caterpillar Predation by Tachinid Flies, by Jerry Gips 
 

Last week, I had 9 monarch caterpillars feeding on one milkweed plant (Asclepias asperula) that 
was growing about five feet from my front porch.  Four of the caterpillars crawled to the porch 
and up a door or up a chair or up onto the porch roof beam.  Only one of the four was able to 
form a chrysalis before all four died.   

The process of caterpillar to chrysalis is 
amazing.  Paraphrased from the website 
www.journeynorth.org :  The larva spins a 
silk pad. Then it grabs the silk pad with 
curved hooks on its two hind prolegs.  The 
caterpillar can then turn around and hang 
upside down, split and wriggle its skin up 
and then cast off the rumpled larval skin 
(the skin flick!).  However, the newly formed 
chrysalis would fall to the ground if it did 
not have the cremaster with its barbed 
hooks to thrust into the silk.  Figure 1 
identifies those parts on a caterpillar that 
died prior to shedding it larval skin. 

Three of the four caterpillars that ascended 
onto the porch hung from their hind prolegs 
(not true legs) as if to form a chrysalis but 
shriveled and died before they were able to 
do so.  Several thick white threads, very 
similar to spider silk, hung from or around 
them.  I thought a spider must have gotten 
them, but my search on the internet 
suggested they had been preyed upon by a 
tachinid fly and these white threads are 
telltale signs of tachinid predation.  Figure 2 
shows these white threads on a dead 
caterpillar.  

.  

Figure 1 
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The tachinid fly looks very similar to an ordinary house fly, perhaps 
slightly larger.  See Figure 3.  Though there are numerous species 
present in our chapter area, they tend to have a hairy body and red 
eyes.  
  
These flies lay their eggs on monarch caterpillars.  The maggots that 
hatch burrow into their host and feed from the inside out.  The 
caterpillar dies, often while trying to form a chrysalis, and soon after, 
the tachinid maggots will exit the caterpillar, drop to the ground, 
leaving long white strands hanging from the deceased caterpillar.  If the 
caterpillar still manages to form the chrysalis, dark spots will form on 
the chrysalis in the next few days and the maggots will soon emerge.  
See Figure 4. 
 

 
 
Tachinid flies also attack tomato worms, the caterpillars of sphinx 
moths, and some gardeners will encourage tachinid flies to control 
these worms on their tomato plants.  Maybe it is not a good idea to 
plant milkweed, which attracts monarch butterflies to lay their eggs, 
next to tomatoes.   
 
The tachinid fly is one of several invertebrate predators of the monarch.  
Other insects, spiders, bacteria and viruses can kill.  And there are 
vertebrate predators:  some orioles, some grosbeaks, frogs and toads.  
The poisonous, foul tasting, nature of monarch butterflies and 
caterpillars is well known.  The poison defense is derived from the 
milkweed sap that the caterpillar ingests (poisonous cardenolides, also called 

cardiac glycosides).  However, it does seem to be more effective against 
vertebrates than invertebrates.  Little research has been done on 
invertebrate predation. 

 
Of the nine caterpillars feeding on the milkweed off my front porch, four have perished trying to pupate.  The 
fate of the other five is unknown, but with any luck some have survived to carry on to the next generation.  
And today, I noticed one new small monarch caterpillar on the milkweed.  He/She is chomping away on the 
Asclepias asperula. 
 
There are some excellent websites describing the life cycle, chrysalis formation, the amazing multi-generation 
migration and other information about the monarch butterfly.  Three are listed here. 
https://monarchwatch.org/  
https://journeynorth.org/tm/monarch/ChrysalisFormationMore.html 
https://monarchbutterflygarden.net/common-monarch-diseases-prevention/ 
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Phenology at Winedale, by Charlie Winker 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ōƛǊŘŜǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ [ƛŦŜ [ƛǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ¸ŀǊŘ [ƛǎǘ ƻǊ ŀ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ [ƛǎǘ ƻǊ ŀ 
General Vicinity List, at least in your head.  Now suppose that, rather than just keeping a single local list, you 
start a new list each weŜƪΦ  wŜǇŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ рн ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǾƛŦŀǳƴŀΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ 
could record first and last blooms, first budding, or anything else you can observe consistently.   
 
¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΥ  όмύ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ L5 ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 
provides excellent reinforcement; (2) since you might be adding just a few new species each week the task 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎΤ όоύ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ 
attention to common or inconspicuous species you might otherwise ignore; (4) the resulting document can be 
useful in planning field trips, seed collecting events, etc.; (5) in a public setting, it will show visitors what to 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƻǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛǎƛǘΤ όсύ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
localities; (7) observations of first appearances and unusual or uncommon species reported in iNaturalist are 
likely to be of interest to professional biologists and serious amateurs who may give you useful feedback; (8) it 
can be done by anyone starting at any level of expertise; all it requires is time and dedication. 
 
This type of study does have a name:  phenology was coined in the mid-19th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ 
Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ŎȅŎƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΧέ ό²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ǇǊŜ-dates recorded human 
history.  Phenological studies by both professional and amateur biologists date back at least to the 18th 
century, and organized large-scale studies by amateur observers, what today we would call Citizen Science, 
date back to the late 19th century.  Organizations like Ebird, iNaturalist, and the American Phenological 
Network have brought phenology into the internet age. A bit of Googling will reveal a wide range of projects 
within the realm of phenology. 
 
My own interest started in 2019 when I decided to get serious about learning our local prairie wildflowers and 
grasses.  Having seen Patrick Dunne keep monthly lists of wildflowers at the Winedale Historical Complex, I 
decided to compile my own observations from near our house into weekly lists.  So, half-hour morning dog 
walks evolved into 1-4-hour field excursions, with each week covering in total a 4-mile loop of country roads 
plus a neighboring ranch. This year, with improved field skills, I decided to expand my coverage with weekly 
trips to Katy Prairie Conservancy Indian Grass tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ όYt/Ltύ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴŜŘŀƭŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
with Patrick. 
 
By way of illustration, the accompanying table summarizes bird observations at Winedale for the first four 
months (we started two weeks late).  Winedale is not currently a hotspot in Ebird, but it certainly could be.  A 
species count of 47 may not seem that impressive, and these reports are only occurrences rather than counts, 
but then neither of us is a particularly good birder, and we spend more time looking down than up.  Thanks in 
part to the adjoining SCS reservoir, there is satisfying variety for even the beginning birder, but it does call for 
repeated visits.  My favorite recent experience was watching at least two dozen broad-winged hawks 
ascending two adjacent thermals, when a bald eagle coasted into view overhead, circled me once, then 
proceeded on its way.  It appears that a pair of eagles is currently in residence near the lake, at least for the 
summer. 
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LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ŀǘ cdwinker@gmail.com.  !ƭǎƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
participate in either the Winedale or KPCIP projects, please contact me or just send me your observations and 
LΩƭƭ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜǎΦ  LΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ 

 

 
 

common name week --> 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 2020 1st wk# wks

Savannah sparrow 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 6

Cedar waxwing 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 9

Blue jay 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 10

Eastern phoebe 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 10

American crow 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 11

Carolina chickadee 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 14

Northern cardinal 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 14

Red-bellied woodpecker 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 14

Northern mockingbird 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 15

Turkey vulture 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 15

Chipping sparrow 1 1 1 1 1 4 4

Pine warbler 1 1 1 1 1 4 4

Killdeer 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 9

Carolina wren 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 12

Black vulture 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 13

White pelican 1 1 1 5 2

Great egret 1 1 1 1 5 3

Great blue heron 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 5

Eastern bluebird 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 12

Double-crested cormorant 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 13

American pipit 1 1 6 1

American kestrel 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 5

Red-shouldered hawk 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 5

Yellow-rumped warbler 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 6

Mourning dove 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 9

Tufted titmouse 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 9

Sandhill crane 1 1 1 1 7 3

Orange-crowned warbler 1 1 8 1

Gadwall 1 1 9 1

Ruby-crowned kinglet 1 1 9 1

Snow goose 1 1 9 1

Greater yellowlegs 1 1 1 9 2

Red-tailed hawk 1 1 1 1 10 3

American robin 1 1 11 1

Barn swallow 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 6

White-eyed vireo 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 7

Crested caracara 1 1 1 12 2

Cliff/cave swallow 1 1 1 1 13 3

Eurasian collared-dove 1 1 14 1

Grackle sp. 1 1 14 1

Tree swallow 1 1 14 1

Broad-winged hawk 1 1 15 1

White-winged dove 1 1 15 1

Bald eagle 1 1 1 1 15 3

Chimney swift 1 1 16 1

Spotted sandpiper 1 1 16 1

Blue-winged teal 1 1 17 1

  number of species -> 10 13 13 22 19 20 20 17 17 18 18 20 19 23 23 47   <- total

Expected seasonality based on range maps: sorted by:

Year-round resident 1. week of first observation

2. number of weeks observed

Summer resident/breeding 3. common name

Migratory transient

Winter resident/nonbreeding
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Adopt a Highway Project, by David Butler  

 
 
 
Our Adopt your Personal Highway volunteer group met on March 11 to clean up trash along our 2 mile 
stretch of HW 159.  We were one of the few volunteer groups that was able to work on a project before 
volunteer opportunities stopped.  We had a great morning.  Nice cool weather as well as eight volunteers that 
made for getting our entire 2 mile stretch of roadway spotless.  In addition to seasoned volunteers Ron and 
Mary Ann Peach, Dottie Schoeneberg, Cindy Rodibaugh, David and Mary Ann Butler, and Jacki Elliott we were 
joined by an enthusiastic member in training, Ellen Hardin. 
 
We are trying out a new approach to see how efficient it is to collect material that can be recycled.  The 
highway department district coordinator was quite enthusiastic about this trial approach.  We picked up a 
total of 20 bags of trash.  One overfilled giant bag contained mostly crushed beer and soft drinks cans.  Jaci 
Elliott volunteered to take that bag to the Fayette County Recycling plant in La Grange to help sort it out into 
categories on their site.  We all decided it would be most efficient for one person in a team of two should pick 
up materials to be recycled and the other volunteer on a team to pick up other materials.  We will collect in 
this manner for the next couple of AaH cleanups to see how worthwhile this is.  It may result in a significant 
reduction of what normally is sent to a landfill.  
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Schubert House Project Update, by Karen Woods 
      

 

Thank Goodness we had a Spring cleaning workday on Feb 28 on the Schubert House Pollinator Garden, 
before COVID-19 disrupted and semi-paralyzed all of our lives! As you can see by the April 24th photos, the 
garden is in great shape! No virus is going to stop Mother Nature!  AND the native Milk Weed we planted in 
2018 is very well established - ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘȅ [ŀƴǘŀƴŀ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǘ! I hope our Spring-migrating 
Monarchs found it ς we shall see.   
 
A big thanks to our Schubert House veterans Mary Ann and Dave Butler, Annette Holdeman and Nita Tiemann 
for jump-starting the garden for 2020.  We fairly quickly dug and pulled weeds, pruned the trees and shrubs.  
It is always great to catch-up with each other as we work.  As one might expect, however, the ever-persistent 
ǾƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜŜŘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳƭƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ǎŀƭǾƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ΨŜȄǘǊŀ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅΩΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǳƭƭŜŘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ 
work COVID-19 safely! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please call Karen Woods (281) 682-2810 if you would like some hardy red salvia plants and/or Cindy Hobbs 
(979) 338-9374 if you would like to be on the special Schubert House call list, or if you have any questions or 

suggestions. 
 


