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UPCOMING EVENTS 

11/23 Butterfly Forum 
12/14 NPAT Meeting 
12/15 GWMN Pot Luck 
01/14 NPSOT Meeting 
01/28 GWMN Meeting 
02/08 WAG Meeting 
02/11 NPSOT Meeting 
02/15 NPAT Meeting 
02/25 GWMN Meeting 

Check the website for additional 
events including volunteer and 
training opportunities. The many 
events are way too numerous to 
even think about posting all here! 
 

NOW YOU KNOW 
This year has seen some epic rains 
and significant flood events in 
Central Texas. Heavy rain in 
Central Texas typically occurs 
either when a storm front stalls or 
when we are hit by tropical storm 
remnants.  

Stalled, slow moving storm fronts 
tend to produce the largest amount 
of participation in a short time: 

10in in 1hr (New Braunfels, 1972) 

22in in 3hr (D’Hannis, 1935) 

36in in 24 hr (Ingram, 1932) 

Tropical storm remnants often 
produce rain for several days: 

36in in 18hr (Thrall, 1921) 

43in in 1 day (Claudette, 1979) 

48in in 2 days (Amelia, 1978)  

 

The Good Water Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program participates 
in the statewide citizen science water monitoring project, the Texas Stream 
Team. 

Texas Stream Team is a statewide network of citizen scientists and supportive 
partners working together to gather information about water quality in our 
streams. Texas Stream Team is administered through a cooperative 
partnership between The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. Texas Stream Team train Texans on how 
to collect water quality data, such as pH, dissolved oxygen, and conductivity 
in nearby rivers and lakes. 

 
 

GOOD WATER MASTER NATURALIST 
WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

Monitoring Local Streams Water Quality by Larry Swift 
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Stream Monitoring Continued from Page 1 

       

Thirty six (36) members of the Good Water Chapter have taken the training and been certified as Texas Water 
Quality Monitors. Twenty one (21 are actively monitory streams in Williamson County and one is monitoring the 
Salado Creek in Bell County. In Williamson County, Good Water members are monitoring 11 sites on the San 
Gabriel River and Brushy Creek water sheds. 

Each month our members monitor and report pH, temperature, dissolved oxygen, dissolved solids, and other 
indicators of water quality at their designated sites. That data is submitted to The Meadows Center to support 
academic research, inform conservation policy, and serve as a de facto early warning system for water quality 
events across Texas. 

For more information about the Texas Stream Team go to: 
http://www.meadowscenter.txstate.edu/Service/TexasStreamTeam.html 
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Vines are plants with long, slender stems that either trail or creep across the ground or climb either by wrapping 
themselves around a support or using tendrils that attach to a support structure. While woody in nature, vines 
cannot support vertical growth without support.  They often produce flowers and fruit beneficial to wildlife.  

Carolina Snailseed, Cocculus carolinus, is currently producing its long clusters of bright red fruit in Central Texas. 
Other common names are Carolina coralbead, Red berried moonseed, and Carolina red berried moonseed.  Carolina 

snailseed grows throughout most of the 
southeastern except at high elevation.  It 
grows in most of Texas, but not the Texas 
Panhandle. In Central Texas it can stay 
green all year.  The photo came from a vine 
at Tejas Camp at the western end of Lake 
Georgetown.  

The name comes from shape of the seed 
within the berries that resembles a snail 
shell. Carolina Snailseed grows in high trees 
and shrubs or anywhere else it can climb. 
The vine is slender and easily broken. This 
plant grows in rich soils, swampy areas, 
roadside thickets, forest margins, rocky 
hillsides, and limestone cliffs.  It does not 
need a lot of water and prefers partial shade. 
Carolina Snailsneed is both cold and heat 
tolerant, grows in both wet and droughty 
soils and tolerates a wide range of soil 
types.  It has no insect or pest problems.  
Because it is a strong grower and can be 
difficult to remove once established, 
intentional planting should be considered 
carefully.  It is also resistant to Round Up. 
Seeds must be chilled for three months for 
propagation. Stem cuttings may also be 
used, but usually Carolina Snailseed is a 
volunteer plant from the droppings of birds 
or small mammals.  

 

The leaves are triangular-ovate and heart shaped. The vine flowers in the summer with small, inconspicuous 
greenish white blossoms.  Male and female flowers grow on different plants. The female clusters are smaller.  The 
vine can grow to a height of ten to fourteen feet.  While the flowers are not showy, the bright red berries can be an 
attractive addition as an ornamental vine.  

Birds enjoy the fruit and help this plant reproduce by transporting the seeds. White tail deer, goats and cattle browse 
the leaves. However, for humans, the alkaloid compounds are bitter and can cause gastric distress.  Carolina Snailseed 
is not considered fatal to humans, but its relative the Canada Moonseed can be. Canada Moonseed is found much 
farther north.      

Carolina Snailseed by MaryAnn Melton 
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Larry Swift 

  Larry and his family 
moved to Texas from 
Chicago 30 years ago.  
He has promoted 
community economic 
development, including 
low income housing, 
throughout Texas and 
across the US.  Larry 
became involved in 
disability policy and 
retired from the Health 
and Human Services 
Commission as a policy 

specialist in long-term services and supports.  Larry has 
been an active member of the Good Water Chapter since 
2012.  Larry has served as vice president, is active on the 
Youth Education Committee, and is Project Coordinator 
for the Good Water Stream monitoring program. 

Cindy Graham 

Cindy Graham has a BS 
Education and MS 
Education in Biology 
from Arkansas State 
University.  She retired 
from teaching in 2008, 
and relocated from 
eastern Oklahoma to 
Georgetown.  During the 
last 18 years she has 
taught zoology, human 
physiology, and AP 
environmental science to 
high school juniors and 

seniors.  Cindy completed her Master Naturalist training 
this past spring. She is interested in Stream Team 
Monitoring, the Odonate Outreach Project at Berry 
Springs, and the  Bat Interpretation at the McNeil Bridge.  
Cindy has served on the Fall Training Class Committee. 

 

 

During the weekend of October 23-24, Master 
Naturalists from all over Texas converged at 
Horseshoe Bay for the 16th Annual Meeting.  
Around 18 members from the Good Water 
Chapter attended.  

The Good Water Chapter won Third Place at 
the 2nd Annual video contest for the Texas 
Master Naturalist Annual meeting held at 
Horseshoe Bay.  The videos are one way of 
showcasing chapter projects and also a way to 
promote the Texas Master Naturalist Program.  
The Good Water video highlighted the many 
aspects Youth Education Program throughout 
Williamson County. Mary Ann Melton, from 
Hutto, edited the video from chapter member’s 
photos of the kids learning activities. Wayne 
Rhoden, from Georgetown, narrated. 

Good Water Members from Georgetown, Charles and Judy Grimes, and Judith Currier as well as Vicki Zardiackas 
from Round Rock were recognized for their 250 hours of volunteer service. 

 

MEET GOOD WATER MEMBERS 

State Master Naturalist Meeting by MaryAnn Melton 

For information about the Good Water Chapter 
http://txmn.org/goodwater or goodwatermn2@gmail.com


