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As Master Naturalists, we are often found near a stream or in a park 
chasing birds, bugs, and plants. This August 21, 2017 we looked to the 
skies. From Wyoming to Kentucky, our members staked out their spots 
on the path of eclipse totality. 

(Diamond Ring Photo by Dale Ferber) 

Mary Ann Melton: Douglas, Wyoming 

Mary Ann Melton and husband found their eclipse spot in a big open vista 
near Douglas, Wyoming. Their secluded spot was on a country road
surrounded by sage, antelope and a herd of cows. After the eclipse, the
cows bedded down and were busy chewing their cud. That night as
twilight approached, the memories of the dark during the eclipse were 
rekindled.  Video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6R6-oVm58CQ 

Martin Byhower: Glendo, Wyoming 

Martin Byhower, his wife, and a few friends drove to Glendo, just north 
of Cheyenne, Wyoming. Even in this remote area, by four in the morning
the roads were jammed and it felt like a rock festival. The diamond ring
effect they observed was glorious! Martin saw reddish spikes from the
chromosphere peeking from the moon's shadow. During totality, one of
the most interesting phenomena was a 360° panorama of a red sunset sky!
He noted one lone rattlesnake.   

2017 American Eclipse by Lori Franz and April Rohlich 
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Hunter Yarbrough 

Hunter Yarbrough planned to hop up to Casper, Wyoming 
to witness totality. Despite heavy traffic, he made it to the 
zone just shy of Glendo. Hunter had been unable to obtain 
eclipse glasses but found that an eclipse crowd is a sharing 
crowd.  He observed birds settling on fences and crickets 
confused by their inner clocks. An eclipse is a slow process 
with darkness coming in stages. The planets come out from 
hiding, the distant stars appear, then suddenly it’s dark. 

Lori Franz and April Rohlich: Kansas to Nebraska 

Lori Franz, April Rohlich and a friend rose early with the 
rain to meander from Cottonwood Falls, Kansas to Pawnee 
City, Nebraska. They roamed through tall grass prairie, 
rolling fields of dairy cows, old silos and farmhouses 
ending at a microbrewery/winery! They felt quite fortunate to view a halo rainbow around the sun prior to totality. 
Crickets began chirping and a breeze kicked up as darkness arrived. They didn’t want it to end. 

Kathy McCormick and Vicky Husband: Missouri Prairie 

Kathy McCormick and NPSOT member, Vicky Husband picked the 
Missouri Prairie Farm for their viewing and recorded this timeline: 

9:09 AM (pre-eclipse):  Are those clouds in the west? Moving towards us? 
No! 

12:52 PM:  Someone brought a telescope and set it up with an angled lens 
that, in spite of the overcast skies, could gather enough light to project an 
image of the sun/moon. Blue skies could be seen to the west. 

1:05 PM:  Thirteen minutes later, the edge of the clouds was moving past 
the sun/moon.... 

1:11 – 1:13 PM (totality):  The clouds cleared just in time – there were only 
a few wisps of clouds across the sun/moon.  WE SAW TOTALITY !!! 

The air temperature dropped from 85° to 77 °, and Venus could be seen to 
the west in the clear skies. After about a minute of totality, some of the 
night bugs started calling. 

Amy Flinn: Kerrville, Texas  

Amy Finn and her husband went to the Riverside Nature Center in Kerrville and joined 11 strangers in the parking 
lot for their viewing. Three folks worked in the center office, a few just stopped by, and one fellow was talked 
down from a front-end loader to see. All swapped four sets of protective glasses along with one pinhole viewer, 
which reminded a few of them of past iewings. Pretty cool. 

 

Along the Path To Totality: 2017 American Eclipse by Lori Franz and April Rohlich 
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Larry Swift: Columbia, Missouri 

Larry Swift flew to Columbia, Missouri and stayed with a college friend to observe the 
eclipse. They observed the entire eclipse from the beginning until shortly after totality. 
The clouds closed in at that time. The high altitude haze “fuzzed” the corona. Prior to 
totality, they observed the light “thinning” and heard the cicadas become noisy, which 
shortly after, became quiet again. 

Cindy Graham Hopkinsville, Kentucky 

Cindy Graham along with her husband and her sister viewed from the Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky fairgrounds, the location with the longest moment of totality at 2 minutes 
and 40 seconds. She mentioned the air temperature dropping, darkness moving in 
quickly, and a planet masquerading as a star shining brightly. Colors withdrew and 
green grass was replaced by shiny platinum. Cheering and a round of applause 
signaled the sun’s emergence. It was truly once-in-a-lifetime experience! 

Kadin and Lisa Ward: Mt Juliet, Tennessee 

Junior Master Naturalist Kadin Ward traveled with Mom (Lisa Ward), Dad, Gram, and 
his two younger brothers to a lake house in Mt Juliet, TN. He enjoyed all the “millions 
of camera obscura”, maintaining the telescope position for family and friends, and 
paddling on the lake. All hopped in the van as soon as the trailing diamond ring passed 
and headed southwest via whatever roads had the fewest traffic delays. While driving, 
they enjoyed watching the clouds suddenly appear and then fade away. After getting 
back to Wells Branch at 5am, Kadin was ready to start his first day of sixth grade at 
7:45am. 

 

 

Master Naturalists are trained observers and identifiers 
of nature, and an eclipse is no exception. Thanks to 
those who ventured north to the total eclipse and 
responded here sharing their experiences. April 2024 
will be an exciting time in Texas when the total solar 
eclipse will likely be in your backyard! On April 8, 
2024, Williamson County will experience around 3 
minutes of total eclipse, longer than any of our 2017 
travelers.  Venture a little north or west towards Fort 
Hood or Enchanted Rock, and the eclipse will last well 
over four minutes! The longest duration will be 4 
minutes and 28 seconds near the Coahuila and 
Durango border in Mexico. 

https://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/SEgoogle/SEgoogle2001/SE2024Apr08Tgoogle.html 
 

More Adventures and Observations: 2017 American Eclipse by Lori Franz and April Rohlich 

2024 American Eclipse in Central Texas  by Lori Franz, April Rohlich, and Lisa Ward 
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Great Egret at ponds on Witter Lane, Bell County, TX 

This was supposed to be about migration. It is, in a way. 

Many of us are taking advantage of the somewhat cooler 
weather (maybe wishful thinking here) and heading 
outdoors perhaps a little more often than we do in the 
brutal summers. But it’s a little different for us this year. 
Face it. It’s a little different every year. 

Recent “migratory” events brought home one change for 
us. We are seeing with different eyes. 

 We started our Master Naturalist training in Fall 2016. 
Since then we have hiked hundreds of miles, tested 
water, and photographed wildflowers, recorded frogs, 
among other things. Some semi-organized observation 
has become almost a compulsion for us [When Amy 
was unable to drive – or balance - for a few weeks this 
summer, Mike drove to ponds near our home so we could sit in the car and check which birds were present. We are 
still monitoring these ponds as they dry up and as the egrets and herons take their leave – migrating to warmer 
climes.] 

When we started this adventure we enjoyed the outdoors in a more “casual” way. We didn’t know what iNaturalist 
or eBird was. Now our iNaturalist count has gone from 0 to over 900 observations and we have two rare birds 
recorded in eBird. These two databases have become our daily and travel journals. 

 

Common Green Darner at Berry Springs Park 

At the September Amphibian Watch at Berry Springs we were graced by hundreds of Common Green Darners 
zipping overhead. Specimens were caught, examined, 
photographed and released. Mike Farley, odonatologist 
extraordinaire, showed us details for distinguishing 
between male and female Common Green Darners. 
Kathy McCormick, who sponsors the watch, exclaimed, 
“This might be a migratory event!” 

A few days earlier while walking dogs with a friend in 
our neighborhood park, we heard loud “bird bickering” 
in a native pecan tree. Suddenly some 20 Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers exploded out of the top of that tree, 
engaging in aerobatics for some moments before 
perching atop another pecan. Quick research disclosed 
that Scissor-tailed Flycatchers engage in a pre-migratory 
roost this time of year – another migratory event! 

 

 

A Note To Our Fellow Naturalists by Amy Flinn and Mike Finn 
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Three Scissor-tailed Fly Catchers in  
Heritage Park, Bell County 

We have known that creatures migrated (who 
hasn’t watched the geese fly overhead?), but in the 
past year, we have experienced this ebb and flow of 
wildlife in a more personal way. It is as if our 
senses have been boosted. And so much of this 
broadening of our experiences and greater opening 
of our eyes, hearts, and minds has come through 
our fellow adventurers. We already mentioned a 
couple here, but there are so many more - you 
know who you are – you welcomers, cookie bakers, 
wildflower lovers, encouragers, frog catchers, 
water testers, donkey walkers, bird identifiers and 
educators.  Your generosity of information, time, 
and spirit have gifted us in a way we could not have 
imagined when we started our training class one 
year ago. 

We continue to hang out in the parks and walk the streams on our own, but you are there in spirit. We remember 
your help identifying this grass or that beetle. You inspire us to figure out the details of our experience (if only for 
the stories we will tell the next time we meet). You have helped to sharpen our senses, changing and broadening the 
way we experience the magic of the wild. 

As we celebrate our first anniversary with Good Water, we thank you. 

A group of Master Naturalists worked regularly during the hot summer months removing mesquite and ash juniper 
from the prairie at River Ranch County Park.  

David Armstrong reports that tthe RRCP prairie restoration project has felled about a hundred mesquites and Ashe 
Junipers, plus they have sprayed numerous small mesquites that will never make it to mature tree-hood. The total 
acreage cleared to date is about 17 acres which leaves a mere 63 to go.  

Left: Ale and Mike in the Johnson Grass.  

 

Right: Patrick, Dave, and Jim pruning and piling. 

 

Migration Note Continued by Amy Flinn and Mike Flinn 

River Ranch Park Work Day Photos
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Bat Interpretation at the McNeil ended out the year. The Good Water Master Naturalists will be back out at the 

bridge on Friday nights in the spring. 

       

 

Our volunteers have participated at the Paleontology & Fossils event at the Round Rock Library and the 
Fall Festival at the Round Rock Garden Center. 2017-2018 Junior Master Naturalists has started with the 
theme Water Wonders.  

We will be at the Round Rock Library on October 16 with Spider Activities and at the Georgetown 
Library on November 4th talking about Owls and Owl Pellets. 

  

 

Bat Interpretation at Mc Neil Bridge photos by Todd McCann 

Youth Development Update photos by Betsy Murphy and Amy Flinn 

For information about the Good Water Chapter 
http://txmn.org/goodwater or goodwatermn2@gmail.com 


