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Naturalist Notes 

President’s Note 

Thank you to everyone who responded supporting my decision to cancel our November chapter 
meeting. It is never an easy decision to make but sometimes it is necessary. Having support from 
the chapter shows that it was a good decision as well. 

If you haven’t yet heard the news, the TMN annual meeting will be held in Houston next year. 
Planning is just getting underway and there will be many opportunities for chapter members to 
help. Several of you have already reached out asking what needs to be done. Honestly, I don’t 
have an answer for you yet but will definitely keep you all informed. This will also be a great 
opportunity to work with members from our neighboring chapters and get to know them better. 
Personally, I’m looking forward to the meeting already and am excited to make it one of the best 
meetings yet.  

Our last meeting of the year is always fun. Sadly, I will not be in town for the event but please 
know that I am there in spirit. I hope to see photos from the evening and possibly hear a story or 
two. That being said, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the best and happiest of 
holiday seasons and look forward to seeing you all in 2020. 

 

 
Cheers, 
Rebecca Lloyd, President 
Gulf Coast Chapter 

Rice Students Support Sheldon Prairie Plant-a-thon 
 
Rice students comprising their Wildlife Conservation Club 
attended Sheldon's Prairie Plant-a-thon on November 9th. 
With their assistance along with other volunteers, 2,250 native 
plants were returned to the prairie.  The Plant-a-thon event is 
held annually on the 2nd Saturday in November and is 
supported by GCMN volunteers.  

John Egan    
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bABTf4 Organism of the Month 

American Bumble Bee (Bombus pensylvanicus) 

Widespread over eastern North America, from Canada to 
Mexico.  Numbers have been declining, especially in the 
northern part of its range. 

Bumble bees build communal nests with up to 200 worker 
bees.  Nests are established by the queen around February, 
flourish through the summer, and die out during the winter.  
The fertilized queen overwinters to begin the cycle anew.  
Nests can be built underground, but more often in fields of 
long grass.  Manmade objects such as buckets or barns may 
also be used. 

Using its long proboscis, bumble bees forage as far as 1.5 
miles from their nest.  Returning to the nest appears to be 
by trial and error. Bumble bees use buzz pollination, shaking 
flowers to release pollen.  This increases pollination 
efficiency. 

 

 

 

Chapter Elections Dec 5th - Vice President and Treasurer 

Election day for the Gulf Coast Chapter Board of Directors Officer 2020-2021 term is Thursday, 
December 5 at the Chapter meeting. 

The two available Board of Director Officer positions are  

Vice President and Treasurer  

 
If you are interested in running or know of a member you would like to nominate, please send 
the name(s) to Julia Trimble at julia.trimble@txgcmn.org or Mary Ellen Taylor at 
maryellen.taylor@txgcmn.org      **before Dec 1st**. 
  
Each nominee will receive a notification with a description of the position.  
                        
There are also other ways to join the board and volunteer to help our chapter: 
                        Directors, Committee Chairs, Committee members 
 
Contact Julia for more information. 
 

credit Irmi Willcockson 

Bumble bees fly by moving their wings 
back and forth, creating air vortexes.  
Keeping the vortexes above the wing 
helps the bee stay aloft. 

The American Bumble Bee is the 2020 
re-certification pin.   

Sources: Wikipedia.org, livescience.com  

mailto:julia.trimble@txgcmn.org
mailto:maryellen.taylor@txgcmn.org
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Hello fellow Texas Master Naturalists. 
 
It is with a heavy heart that I share this news.   Gulf Coast Chapter 
Master Naturalist Terri Ficker has passed away after a sudden and 
brief illness. She leaves behind a legacy within the Texas Master 
Naturalist Program that she loved so much. 
 
Terri joined the Gulf Coast Chapter and trained as a Texas Master 
Naturalist in 2000, very early on in our chapter's history. She was 
instrumental in moving our fledgling chapter forward.  She served 
our chapter well, both on its Board of Directors, and as a mentor to 
many.   I have spoken with some of our "veteran" members who 
knew her "back in the day" and they say that they would not be a 
Master Naturalist if it were not for Terri. 
 
As our program grew, and other chapters broke off and formed new 
chapters, she encouraged others to make the move, as it was what 
they needed and it was what the program needed.  But she stayed 
on as a Gulf Coast member, and we are all the better for it. Terri 
continued to support our chapter and our trainees. She presented 
the "What is a Naturalist" lecture to our trainees for many years, 
and even expanded on it when asked to, spreading the message that 
naturalists were, are and always will be important to the 
conservation movement.    
 
Many of our newer members may not have had the opportunity to 
meet Terri.  She was not as active in the chapter the last few years 
as she had been.  I wish you all could have had a chance to meet her 
and get to know her.  This chapter and the program meant so much 
to her.   
 
She will be missed.  I hope you will join me in keeping Terri and her 
family in your thoughts.  Please send any cards and well wishes to 
our chapter's PO Box and I will forward them to her husband. 
 
The memorial was held Nov 10th. 
 
With Sadness, 
Julia Trimble 
Texas Master Naturalist - Gulf Coast Chapter 
PO Box 273087 
Houston TX  77277 
 

In Memoriam 

Terri Ficker 

courtesy of Mary Ann 
Piacentini, KPC 
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Formosa Plastics to Pay $50 million 
in TX Clean Water Act Lawsuit 

In addition, Formosa Plastics is paying for 
cleanup and promises no future discharge 
of plastic pellets or other plastics from its 
plant.  “This is great news for Texas and a 
big warning to Louisiana to beware of 
Formosa Plastics,” said Julie Teel 
Simmonds, an attorney at the Center for 
Biological Diversity. 

 
Pellets in Cox Creek.  credit Diane Wilson, San Antonio 
Estuarine Waterkeeper, Center for Biological Diversity. 

2020 Re-certification Pin - American Bumble Bee 

Note, this is a picture of the actual pin.  According to Mary 
Pearl, they will be available to order beginning in January. 

2020 State Meeting Location:  
HOUSTON 

Save the Date!  Oct 15th - 18th, 2020 

Congratulations, Alisa Kline and Katy Prairie Conservancy 

The 2019 35th Mayors Proud Partners Award will spotlight 19 exceptional projects and programs, 
supported by businesses, individuals, youth and community groups that have made a positive, lasting 
impact while giving back to Houston’s environment.  Alisa Kline was recognized as part of the Buffalo 
Bayou Partnership.  KPC was recognized for its 9 Natives Garden, located near the Butterfly Center at 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science. 
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Holiday Wish List 

Submitted by your fellow master naturalists, organized using the What Kind of Naturalist Are You? 
Remember, you can use the Amazon Smile program to support your chapter! 
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Loupe - for 
examining things 
close up.  Also 
useful for the 
Botanist and 
Geologist.  Great 
stocking stuffer! 

Insect-Repellant 
Clothing - options 
include bandanas, 
shirts, pants, etc.  
Useful for all 
naturalists. 

Houston Arboretum & 
Nature Center 
Membership - great 
place to get your 
Advanced Training, and 
for family events. 

Cornell’s Birds of North 
America Subscription - 
a wealth of information. 
Also useful for the 
Naturalist-in-Training 
and the Wildlife 
Biologist. Telephoto Lens -  prices 

range from hundreds to 
over ten thousand dollars. 

Bed and Breakfast - A night or two at a 
bed and breakfast near a birding hotspot.  
Book early for migration season! 

Books - Aldo Leopold’s “A Sand County 
Almanac” and Rachel Carson’s  “Silent 
Spring” are classics. 
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Books -  Both 
were reviewed 
in past  news-
letters (05/2019 
and 06/2019). 

Waterproof Field 
Notebook - useful for all 
naturalists.  Waterproof ink 
pens make great stocking 
stuffers! 

Garden Clippers - great 
for trimming your native 
plants and going seed 
collecting.  

Field Guides - 
choose the 
topic and 
format your 
naturalist 
needs. 

Nitrile Gardening 
Gloves - for working 
in the greenhouse or 
planting at your 
house. 

Soil Moisture Sensor - to water or not to 
water, this will help you decide. 
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Rubber Boots - useful for 
any naturalist.  

Insect Repellent - 
everyone needs some. 
Check with your 
naturalist as to 
preferred 
brand/strength. 

Dip Net - useful for catching macroinvertebrates.  Add a 
plastic ice cube tray and a shallow plastic pan (both 
white, not clear) and a turkey baster or pipette. 

First Aid Kit - useful for all naturalists.  Tip:  Pack 
your supplies into a red dry bag (used for boating) 
to keep things dry and make it easy to take along 
and find in your backpack. 

Knife Multi-Tool - Useful for all 
naturalists.  Check with your 
naturalist as to the size/weight 
desired. 

Foraging Bandana -  
includes 5 steps for 
identifying edible 
plants and rules and 
ethics.  Order from 
WAZOO. 
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t Binoculars -  useful also for the Birder and 
the Entomologist.  Wide range of quality, 
price, and weight.  Consider including a 
harness for comfortable carrying. 

Track Bandana - not only useful for 
identifying tracks but also serves as a 
bandana.  Also available for scat.  
Order from Acorn Naturalist. 

Close Up Lens for phone - useful for all 
naturalists.  Be sure to get one that is 
compatible with the phone your naturalist 
has. 

The Bees in 
Your Backyard 
book -  all about 
native bees. 
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REI Gift Card -  
good for all 
naturalists, 
especially those 
starting out. 

Messenger bag - sturdy, 
maybe water-proof, for 
samples and field notebooks. 

Geologist’s Hammer - useful for breaking 
up rocks.  A Loupe for looking at rocks 
closeup makes a nice stocking stuffer. 

Jr. N
aturalist 

Bug Viewer - ventilated to 
keep bugs comfortable.  
Mirror allows viewing from 
below, magnifier helps with 
details. 

Kid-friendly Field 
Guides - get a 
few on topics that 
interest your Jr. 
Naturalist. 




