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September 15, 2019 

HEARTWOOD CHAPTER, TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST 

THE HEARTWOOD BULLETIN                  
Advanced Training & Volunteer Opportunities Announcements  

 

    

Two opportunities for fall mushroom walk and talks with Teri MacArthur 
— 
 September 25 and October 24.  See details on pages 2 and 3. 
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Sat., Sept.  21 Monarch Workshop: Train the Trainer  
8:30 am— 4:30 pm University of Houston Clear Lake 
Topic: This workshop is a one day course on monarch biology, ecology, and conservation. You will learn the 
basics of monarch habitat creation and conservation and you will leave the course with the knowledge and 
confidence to engage diverse groups to take action on behalf of the monarch butterfly.   Fee:$65. 
See flyer on page 4. 
Sign up: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/monarch-workshop-train-the-trainer-clear-lake-registration-
65571487083 
Please note this opportunity requires you to sign up online. Click the link above to register.  
VMS code: AT: Specific project (Specify Monarch Workshop) 
 
Thu., Sept. 25  Mushroom Walk 
6:30 pm  Jones State Forest Classroom Bldg, 1328 FM1488, Conroe 77384 
Mycophobe or Mycophile, we all need Mushrooms! Teri MacArthur will offer a presentation on what mush-
rooms do all day in the environment at two upcoming events - each with a slightly different emphasis, tai-
lored to the host group. Master Naturalists are invited to attend - both meetings are open to the public. 
Teri has been a certified Texas Master Naturalist since 2001, and was a member of the Texas Mycologi-
cal Society from 1980 through its dissolution in the early 2000s. 
Contact: Teri MacArthur, TMacArthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov or call 281-210-3928 
VMS code: AT:  
 
Oct.  2  Heartwood Chapter Monthly Meeting/Nomination of Chapter Officers  
5:30 pm- Ag-Extension, 9020 Airport Road, Conroe, TX 
Topic: Herbaria are vast storehouses of information that have been around for hundreds of years.  In this 
era of big data, collections are yielding some new and innovative perspectives on modern scientific in-
quiry.  This presentation will explore the past, present, and future of herbaria in this technological age.  

Dale Cruse, curator of the  S.M. Tracy Herbarium, Texas A&M University will present “Unlocking Hidden 
Treasures: Finding New Uses for Old Plants .” 
VMS code: AT: Chapter Meeting Heartwood 
 
Oct. 3—6  Native Plant Society Fall Symposium in League City.  Information on the interesting speak-
ers and field trip options, South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference Center League City, https://
npsot.org/wp/symposium2019/  
VMS code: AT: Native Plant Society 
 
 
Oct. 5   Smarter Choices Seminar: Healthy Landscapes = Healthy Waterways  
8:00 am—noon 
Location: The Woodlands Emergency Training Center, 16135 I-45 South, Conroe 77385  
Topic: Learn about the issues leading to pollution of local waterways as they pertain to lawn care - fertiliz-
ers and other chemicals that wash off into waterways during rain events. Find out how native plants pro-
vide more water wise landscapes and options for care of turf grass that waste less water. This FREE 
seminar requires registration since space is limited. Register HERE   
Partner Organization:  The Woodlands Township 

Contact: Teri MacArthur, TMacArthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov or call 281-210-3928.  
VMS code: AT: Woodlands Township   
 
 
 
 

Advanced Training Opportunities 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/monarch-workshop-train-the-trainer-clear-lake-registration-65571487083
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/monarch-workshop-train-the-trainer-clear-lake-registration-65571487083
mailto:TMacArthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
https://npsot.org/wp/symposium2019/
https://npsot.org/wp/symposium2019/
https://environmentalservicesdepartment.wufoo.com/forms/r13p6hkw0peeysj/
mailto:TMacArthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
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Oct. 12 Field Trip to SHSU Center for Biological Field Studies 
8:00 am—noon Location: 1866 Fish Hatchery Rd Huntsville, TX 77320 
The station is at the east end of Fish Hatchery Rd (CR 2821).  If the gate is closed, you may use gate 
code 22011 for access.  Once in the gate follow the drive to the split and turn right.  The Pineywoods 
Lab is the first brown building on the right.  Feel free to call Alan’s cell if you have any problems:  
903.574.4039. 
Topic:  A tour of SHSU’s Center for Biological Field Studies with director Alan Byboth. After a brief 
talk at the Lab, we will walk around the property (several miles of relatively flat trails).  Wear hiking 
apparel and bring water.  You might also want bug spray, binoculars, and/or a camera.  Also please 
bring a sack lunch to eat when we return to the lab.  Volunteer opportunities will be discussed.   
Sign-up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAEA92EA5F85-shsu 
VMS code: AT: Single Presentation (Specify SHSU Center for Biological Field Studies)  
 
 
Sat.,Oct. 12 Native Plant Landscaping Certification Class, Level 1 and Level 3 
  Armand Bayou Nature Center   
See more details on page 5. 
VMS code: AT:  Native Plant Society of Texas  
 
 
Thu., Oct. 17 Huntsville Audubon Society 
6:00 pm- St. Stephens Episcopal Church, 5019 Sam Houston, Huntsville, TX 
 3rd Thursday/Bring snack to share.  http://www.huntsvilleaudubon.org 
VMS code: AT:  Audubon Society  
 
 
Thu., Oct. 24  Mushroom Talk 
7 pm  HARC Building Meeting Room, 8801 Gosling, The Woodlands 77381  
Mycophobe or Mycophile, we all need Mushrooms! Teri MacArthur will offer a presentation on what 
mushrooms do all day in the environment at two upcoming events - each with a slightly different em-
phasis, tailored to the host group. Master Naturalists are invited to attend - both meetings are open to 
the public. Teri has been a certified Texas Master Naturalist since 2001, and was a member of the 
Texas Mycological Society from 1980 through its dissolution in the early 2000s. 
Contact: Teri MacArthur, TMacArthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov or call 281-210-3928 
VMS code: AT:  
 
Saturday, Oct. 26  Native Plant Landscaping Certification Class, Level 1 and Level 3 
  Armand Bayou Nature Center  and Kleb Woods Nature Center 
See more details on page 5. 
VMS code: AT: Native Plant Society of Texas 
 
 
Saturday, Nov. 9 Public Speaking for the Volunteer 
8:00 am—noon 
Location: Sheldon Lake State Park, 14200 Garrett Road, Houston, TX 77044 
Topic:  Becoming a more confident speaker in your volunteer role.  See flyer on page 6. 
Partner Organizations: TMN Gulf Coast Chapter and TPWD 
Please note:  Only 5 people from our chapter may attend.  Registration is required, by emailing 
julia.trimble@txgcmn.org 
VMS code: AT: Sheldon Lake State Park 

Advanced Training Opportunities 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A4CAEA92EA5F85-shsu
http://www.huntsvilleaudubon.org
mailto:TMacArthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
mailto:julia.trimble@txgcmn.org
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Advanced Training Opportunities 

The Native Landscape Certification Program (NLCP) created by the Native Plant Society of Texas 
(NPSOT) consists of a series of four classes (Levels 1-4) designed to provide the basic knowledge neces-
sary to start and maintain native plant gardens and habitats. 
 
NPSOT Houston and Clear Lake chapters are pleased to announce this fall’s NLCP classes for the Hou-
ston area: 
 
Oct 12    Level 1:  Introduction to Native Landscapes 
Oct 12    Level 3:  Installing and Maintaining Native Landscapes 
Oct 26    Level 3:  Installing and Maintaining Native Landscapes 
 
Level 1 will be offered by NPSOT Clear Lake with classroom activities at University of Houston - Clear 
Lake and a plant walk at nearby Armand Bayou Nature Center in Pasadena. Two Level 3 classes will be 
offered by NPSOT Houston With both classroom and plant walk activities held at Kleb Woods Nature Pre-
serve in Tomball.  Class hours are from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm for all classes. 
 
Level 1 is an introductory class and is a prerequisite for all other classes.  Once completed, you can take 
remaining classes in any order.  Level 3 explores the differences in installation and maintenance between 
native plant landscapes and traditional landscapes. 
 
For more information about topics covered in each class, please click: 
https://npsot.org/wp/nlcp/course-descriptions.   
 
Registration opens July 31.  Choose your date(s) and then register at www.npsot.org/wp/nlcp  

2019 Fall Native Landscaping Certification Classes  
Oct 12 - Level 1:  Introduction to Native Landscapes 

Oct 12 & Oct 26    Level 3:  Installing and Maintaining Native Landscapes 

Do you want to know:  

• Benefits of native plants 

• Our greater Houston area's ecoregions and native soil types 

• A broad repertoire of over 150 native plants to use in gardening, landscaping  
and/or habitat restoration projects 

• Techniques for installing and maintaining native landscapes 

https://npsot.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0462a18e998706673cf24e249&id=b55633f15f&e=e9de93902e
https://npsot.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0462a18e998706673cf24e249&id=c2986c113c&e=e9de93902e


6 



7 

 
Sat.,  Sept. 28     
9:00 am—12:00 pm  Booth Opportunity at Woodlands Landscaping Solutions in The Woodlands at Rob 
Fleming Park 
Contact: Adrienne Paquette, heartwoodsec@gmail.com  
VMS code: PO: Woodlands Township Public Outreach, include verbiage in VMS that states topic specifics of the 
booth) 
 

Same Event, Lots of Different Volunteer Opportunities— Woodlands Landscaping Solutions  
To volunteer directly for The Woodlands Township Environmental Services, Please click HERE to access the 
required registration Form for participation. You will find various tasks and times shown in the list of choices. 
Your willingness to participate is sincerely appreciated.  
Partner Organization:  The Woodlands Township 
Contact: Teri MacArthur, TMacArthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov or call 281-210-3928.  
VMS code: (Depends on task assigned. Please check with heartwoodvsp@gmail.com for approval.)

 
Sat.,  Sept. 28  
9:00 am—12:00 pm    Bayou Land Conservancy on National Public Lands Day 
Location: 25840 FM 1485, New Caney, TX 77357 
 - Discover the beauty of Houston Wilderness Park. Help us keep this beautiful park, just outside Houston, 
beautiful. National Public Lands Day is the largest single-day volunteer effort on public lands. This year we 
will help clear unwanted under-story vegetation, remove invasive plants, and pick up trash in the area. , http://
bayoulandconservancy.force.com/GW_Volunteers__VolunteersJobListingFS?
campaignID=7011C000000yB9T  
VMS code: NPA: Bayou Land Conservancy  

Sat.,  Oct. 5     
10:00 am—4:00 pm  Booth Opportunity at Mercer Pollinator Festival at Mercer Arboretum 
Mercer Botanic Gardens’ second Pollinator Festival will be a fun family event with exhibitors, vendors, a 
scarecrow display, lawn games, face painting, a pollinator plant sale and more!  
Contact: Adrienne Paquette, heartwoodsec@gmail.com 
VMS code: PO: Mercer Botanical Gardens  (Specify Pollinator Festival) 

Please click HERE to access the Registration Form required for volunteer participation. You will find various tasks and times 
shown in the list of choices. 

Sat.,  Sept. 28     
10:00 am—4:00 pm  Booth Opportunity at Walker County Master Gardener Butterfly Festival in  
Huntsville 
Contact: Adrienne Paquette, heartwoodsec@gmail.com 
VMS code: PO:  Public Outreach Events (Specify Walker County MG Butterfly Festival, include verbiage 
in VMS that states topic specifics of the booth)   

 
Scheduled Volunteer Opportunities  

mailto:heartwoodsec@gmail.com
https://environmentalservicesdepartment.wufoo.com/forms/shbk1aa0t1tqs9/
mailto:TMacArthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
mailto:heartwoodvsp@gmail.com
http://bayoulandconservancy.force.com/GW_Volunteers__VolunteersJobListingFS?campaignID=7011C000000yB9T
http://bayoulandconservancy.force.com/GW_Volunteers__VolunteersJobListingFS?campaignID=7011C000000yB9T
http://bayoulandconservancy.force.com/GW_Volunteers__VolunteersJobListingFS?campaignID=7011C000000yB9T
mailto:heartwoodsec@gmail.com
https://environmentalservicesdepartment.wufoo.com/forms/shbk1aa0t1tqs9/
mailto:heartwoodsec@gmail.com
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Fri.,  Oct. 4—Oct. 20  Texas Pollinator BioBlitz 
Online event, see more information below. 
VMS code: FR: Other Partners (Specify Texas Pollinator BioBlitz) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 26 , 3-9 pm, but booth help is needed from  7pm - 9pm 
Halloween at Lake Houston Wilderness Park 
Lake Houston Wilderness Park, 25480 FM 1488 , New Caney TX 
A Halloween themed program with multiple stations starting in the afternoon and going through the evening. 
Park staff specifically need help from Master Naturalists to help host and engage the public with a themed 
table, which will be placed along a trail for the public to follow during a night hike.. This is the first year staff 
are hosting an event like this and need extra hands to make it successful. Topics of each themed table to in-
clude: snakes, spiders, carnivores in the park, myths and legends, frogs & toads, owls, bioluminescence in 
nature, skins & skills, bats, and an information/direction booth. There will be a prepared script/lesson plan for 
volunteers to follow at each table (in case you might need additional help on a topic).  
 

Contact: Lauren Hollenbeck, Park Naturalist; Lauren.Hollenbeck@houstontx.gov, Office: 832-395-7318 Cell: 
281-507-5729 

VMS Code: PO: Public Outreach Events: TMN report hours (please include verbiage about which table you 
hosted)  

Scheduled Volunteer Opportunities  

mailto:Lauren.Hollenbeck@houstontx.gov
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Ongoing 
Tuesdays 8:30—-11:30 am Kleb Woods Nature Center,  20303 Draper Rd, Tomball, TX 77377  
 Hummingbird/Butterfly Garden Restoration  
Partner Organization: Harris County Precinct 3 Parks 
Contact: Megan Ahlgren klebWoods@Pct3.com 
VMS code: RM: Kleb Woods  
 
Ongoing 
1st & 3rd Friday of each month Ashton Gardens Preserve (next to Ashton Gardens Venue) 
 21919 Inverness Forest Boulevard, Houston, TX 77073  
 Invasive Species Removal and preserve maintenance 
Partner organization: Bayou Land Conservancy 
Contact: Melissa Carter  info@bayouland.org 
VMS code: NPA: Bayou Land Conservancy  
 
Ongoing 
3rd Sunday of each month Kickerillo Mischer Preserve, 20215 Chasewood Park Dr, Houston 77070  
 Preserve Cleanup and Invasive Removal  
Partner organization: Harris County Precinct 4 Parks 
Contact: Rose Belzung Holmes kmp@hcp4.net 
VMS code: RM: Other Locations  
 
Ongoing 
Each Saturday  Camp Arnold Girl Scout walks 
What: Lead nature walks & talks for Girl Scouts. Julia is in need of volunteers to lead girls on hikes 
through the Camp. She currently has no volunteers! 
When: Sept. 14, Sept. 21., Oct. 5th, Oct 12th, Oct. 18. 
Contact: Julia Shank; jshank@sjgs.org 

VMS Code: DO: Girl Scouts Camp Arnold/Robinwood  
 
 

Ongoing Scheduled  
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
 
 
The Woodlands Township Environmental Events 
 
 
Naturally in Nature Forest Therapy at Jones State Forest — Free Events but Limited Regis-
tration 
 Saturday, Oct. 5—Pet and Pal 
 Saturday,Nov. 9—Kids and Caregivers 
 Saturday, Dec. 7—Adults Only 
 
 
Distance Learning Opportunities through Texas Wildlife Association 

Find More Local Events and  
Distance Learning at These Websites 

mailto:klebWoods@Pct3.com
mailto:info@bayouland.org
mailto:kmp@hcp4.net
mailto:jshank@sjgs.org
http://www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/1147/Environmental-Events
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naturally-in-nature-forest-therapy-new-pet-pal-tickets-67809286401?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naturally-in-nature-forest-therapy-kids-with-caregivers-tickets-67813803913?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naturally-in-nature-forest-therapy-adults-only-tickets-67814584247?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.texas-wildlife.org/program-areas/category/conservation-legacy/


10 

Huntsville State Park  
Alligator talks, nature hikes, aquatic science programming (for schools); trail cleanups 
Partner organization: Texas Parks and Wildlife  
Contact: Ted Pick Ted.pick@tpwd.texas.gov 
VMS code: DO: Training and education events (Talks, hikes, programming) 
VMS code: NPA: Nature Public Access for Other Organizations 
 
Jesse Jones Nature Center and Park 
Adopt-a-trail; removal of invasive species; trail maintenance  
Partner organization: Harris County Precinct 4 Parks  
Contact: Matt Abernathy mabernathy@hcp4.net 
VMS code: RM: J Jones Park and Nature Center 
 
Lake Livingston  
Lake Livingston restoration; planting water willow  
Partner organization: Friends of Lake Livingston  
Contact: Scott Ball  henryball415@gmail.com 
VMS code: RM: Friends of Lake Livingston 
 
Mercer Botanical Center  
Botanical Database inputting and maintenance, Botanical Curator/Garden Inventory, Botanical Sign 
Maker, Herbarium Restoration  
Partner organization: Mercer Botanical Center  
Contact: Suzzanne Chapman      schapman@hcp4.net 
VMS code: [dependent upon assignment] 
 
Spring Creek Greenway  
Greenway Vegetation Management, Restoration; Planting Native Vegetation & Riparian Trees  
Partner organization: Spring Creek Greenway  
Contact: Laura Carlton clcarlton@hcp4.net 
VMS code: NPA: Spring Creek Greenway 
 
WG Jones State Forest  
Pollinator and Wildlife Garden restoration; invasive species removal, aquatic habitat restoration, 
planting native trees, trail maintenance; interpretative signage  
Partner organization: Texas A&M Forest Service  
John Warner/Caroline Cruz jwarner@tfs.tamu.edu 
VMS code: NPA: WG Jones State Forest 
 
The Woodlands Township Environmental Services Department  
A long-term project promoting native plants for Water Conservation and for our Plant for Pollinators 
program. Volunteering: 
- Assist with ongoing care of seedlings/plants at NWR facility (weeding, watering) 
- By becoming familiar with a specific selection of native plants, assist with outreach opportunities in 
the Township (residents, schools, organizations, etc) 
If you are interested in the volunteering opportunities for this project, REGISTER FOR UP-
DATES AND MORE INFORMATION at this link:  
https://environmentalservicesdepartment.wufoo.com/forms/rb8xkva01nxstb/  
Partner organization:  The Woodlands Township Environmental Services Department 
Teri MacArthur: tmacarthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov or call 281-210-3928. 
VMS code: RM: Woodlands Township 

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities 

mailto:Ted.pick@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:mmabernathy@hcp4.net
mailto:henryball415@gmail.com
mailto:schapman@hcp4.net
mailto:clcarlton@hcp4.net
mailto:jwarner@tfs.tamu.edu
https://environmentalservicesdepartment.wufoo.com/forms/rb8xkva01nxstb/
mailto:tmacarthur@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov
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Grazing Lands Coalition and USDA hosting Soil Health Workshops — see flyers on pages 
12—14 

Sept. 20th – High Plains Grazing Lands Coalition – Lubbock, TX—see flyer, page 12 

Sept. 30th & October 1st - Making Your Dirt Work – Jourdanton, TX — see flyer, page 13 
 
 
Sept. 19-22 Annual Hummerbird Festival, 1801 Omohundro St., Rockport, TX  
   https://www.rockport-fulton.org/HB 
 
 
Oct. 7—11 Birding the Hills, Gillespie County— see flyer, page 18 
 
Watershed Workshops 
Sept. 19—McKinney, TX — see flyer, page 14 
Oct. 15 — Lockhart, TX—see flyer, page 15 
Oct.23—Junction, TX — see flyer, page 16 
Oct. 29 — New Braunfels, TX —see flyer, page 17 
 
These one-day trainings in watersheds across the state include both indoor classroom presenta-
tions and outdoor stream walks. Instructors are experts from Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Texas A&M Natural Resource Institute 
and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service. 

The goal is for participants to better understand and relate to riparian and watershed processes, 
the benefits that healthy riparian areas provide, and the tools that can be employed to prevent 
and/or resolve degradation and improve water quality. 
 
October 18th – 20th Texas Master Naturalist 2019 Annual Meeting – Hilton Rockwall on the east 

side of Dallas.  
Registration now open. 

Annual Meeting Full Agenda 

2019 Annual Meeting Agenda – Matrix 

 28 additional off site field sessions, from Wednesday evening through Sunday afternoon , described 
in the “Get Outside Guide”.  

Please check out our Annual Meeting website and our Frequently Asked Questions Page - https://
txmn.org/2019-annual-meeting/2019-annual-meeting-frequently-asked-questions/! We hope to keep 
this page updated as questions come in. Or you can always email  with any questions you may have! 

Contact: Mary Pearl Meuth 
Office: (979) 845-7294 
Cell: (727) 366-1144 
E-mail: mpmeuth@tamu.edu 

Around the State 

https://www.rockport-fulton.org/HB
https://txmn.org/files/2019/07/2019-Annual-Meeting-AGENDA-FULL-Updated-July-25.pdf
https://txmn.org/files/2019/07/TMN-Agenda-Matrix-2019v2.pdf
https://txmn.org/files/2019/07/2019-GoG-Final-Updated-July-25.pdf
https://txmn.org/2019-annual-meeting/2019-annual-meeting-frequently-asked-questions/
https://txmn.org/2019-annual-meeting/2019-annual-meeting-frequently-asked-questions/
mailto:mpmeuth@tamu.edu
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