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FEBRUARY MEETING .....Land Stewardshjp

Scott Gardner, Ranch Manager for
the C.L. Browning Ranch outside
Johnson City, will give a
presentation about Land
Stewardship.

Part of the mission for the
C.L. Browning Ranch is
to develop methodologies
for analyzing scientific
information to add to the
knowledge base for peo-
ple involved in land stewardship.
The results of research conducted
on the ranch and the design of

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ..

Have you seen our chapter's new
Internet website yet?

The new site promises to make it as
easy as possible for our members as
well as the public to find information
about meetings, volunteer and
advanced training opportunities,
miscellaneous scheduled events, and
other information about our chapter
and the Texas Master Naturalists.

The new site is the combined work of
Janet Csanyi and Phyllis Muska. They
have done a remarkable job in a short
time designing and organizing the new
website to make it easy to understand
and use. It is both comprehensive and
well-organized, the combination of
which is a challenge to any website
designer. When you see or talk to
Janet or Phyllis be sure to thank them

future studies will be discussed.

Gardner received a degree in
Geography with an empha-
sis on water from Texas
State University. Visit
www.clbrowningranch.org.

Join us at 7:00 pm,
Monday, February 23, at
Riverside Nature Center in
Kerrville. Chat with
members and guests during
our “social half hour”
beginning at 6:30.

... John Huecksteadt

and let them know what you think
about the site. I'm sure that Janet,
our Chapter Communications
Director, would welcome any
suggestions you may have that will
make the website more useful or
informative.

| urge you to start using the new
website immediately. It takes
advantage of a free hosting service
the Texas Master Naturalist
organization makes available to
local chapters.

| also sincerely thank Kim Whitaker
who created and managed our
previous website. Kim has provided
a wonderful, and sometimes
thankless, service keeping the site
up to date and useful for the past
several years. i~


http://www.clbrowningranch.org/
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THIS MONTH WE HONOR e
Milestones 2009 Re-Certification Special First Year First Year Certification
Diamond 5000 hours  Leanne Beauxbeannes Eo e Kristie Denbow
Tom Colli Bill Burns
om Collins Guy Harrison Sandy Leyendecker
Gold 1000 hours
Kim Whitaker Bob McKinley
Bob Tanner

Land stewards make a difference every day. For generations,

we've quietly gone about our work, doing good things for
the environment and our fellow man, simply

because we understood the significance of
Texas leads the country in the loss of rural
farming and ranching lands. We lose over

\our actions. - David Langford
200,000 acres of open space each year.

We have a new website!

A message from S P v :
PR “Texas Master Naturalist
Communications Director Hill Country Chapter

See our new website at http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn.

The site is designed to be useful to Master Naturalists as well as the general public. Check the
Calendar often for advanced training opportunities and project information. Since many of our
advanced training opportunities are community events which are open to the public, and since the
site contains other useful information and links, | am hoping it becomes a resource for many people
and gradually increases awareness of our organization. To facilitate that, we are going to begin
promoting it in our publications and news releases.

The Member’'s Area contains our chapter documents, membership list, treasurer’s report, board
meeting minutes, and other information. It is password protected so all our contact information is
secure. Contact me at jmurck1@earthlink.net to obtain your temporary password. When you login
for the first time you can then change your password to one of your choosing by clicking My Info at
the top of any page.

If you have questions, comments, or suggestions, please e-mail them to me at
jmurck1@earthlink.net, and don’t forget to bookmark the new site!



http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:jmurck1@earthlink.net
mailto:jmurck1@earthlink.net
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http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/guadalupe_river/
mailto:craig.hensley@tpwd.state.tx.us
mailto:nyta.hensley@tpwd.state.tx.us
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn

The Texas Star

naming: a Spanish general, a
Spanish warning flag, or a
Spanish and Indian red treaty
flag. However it came about,

the name was i

GILLESPIE WP
Settlers suggested the county
be named "Pierdenales" or
Germania. The legislature
named it after Capt. Robert
A. Gillespie, a Texas Ranger
who fought at Walker’s Creek

and a Mexican War hero.

KENDALL

The county is named for
George Wilkins Kendall, a
journalist and pioneer Texas
sheepman. He volunteered
for the Mexican War and was

hailed as the nation's first

war correspondent.

KERR

Kerr honors James Kerr, a
soldier, attorney, surveyor,
and physician. An Old Three
Hundred colonist, he signed a
treaty with the Karankawas

and was an important figure

in the Texas Revolution.

h

ttp://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn

THIS MONTH LET’S LEARN ABOUT BANDERA.

Prescribed burn at C.L. Browning Ranch



mailto:jpbstan@ktc.com?subject=Bandera%20Volunteer%20Projects
mailto:leanne.beauxbeannes@tpwd.state.tx.us?subject=HCSNa%20Volunteer
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.clbrowningranch.org/index.php?t=collaborations&s=environmental_studies
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. OURCHAPTER
) /CONGRATULATES\ ‘ meeting, chapter
y TOM COLLINS - member Tom Collins

‘ will be presented with two
| awards recognizing
outstanding service and

1

volunteerism.

Tom’s dedication to the Texas Master
Naturalist program has earned him the
highest Master Naturalist honor, the gold
with diamond dragonfly, for having
achieved 5,000 service hours.

Tom will also receive the President’s Call to

Service Award. In 2003, President Bush created

the President's Council on Service and Civic
Participation to find ways to recognize the

Not So

ﬂm Summary of a 5,000 HOUR

was asked to give a short summary on what I've

done to reach the 5000 hour volunteer threshold.
I’'m not one who likes to pat himself on the back, but
a short summary seemed like a reasonable
request. However, when | sat back and thought
about the past few years, | felt it might be good to
talk about all the opportunities I've had and encour-
age others seek out new opportunities and expand
their knowledge. So my short summary turned into a
1,800+ word narrative.

| was born in San Antonio, Texas, about 1940, a
sixth generation Texan. When | was about four-year
-old my family moved to the Hill Country (Helotes —
Gray Forest area) where | grew up. My mother was
a naturalist, keeping records of birds and
wildflowers on our small ranch, and that is probably
what sparked my interest in the natural world. When
| was about eight-years-old | started exploring
caves, tracking wildlife, fishing from the banks of
Helotes creek, pressing wildflowers, and studying
the local birds and their songs. My interests were
diverted for several years during high school,
college, marriage, Vietnam, early parenthood, and a
career with Dow Chemical. Sometime after our
second child was born my wife, Sherry, and |

uring our February

valuable contributions volunteers
are making in our Nation.

: The Council established the
} President's Volunteer Service

et Ggid wiDiamond| Award program to thank and honor

Hours

Americans who, by their
demonstrated commitment and
example, inspire others to
engage in volunteer service.
Volunteers receive this
Presidential recognition for
contributing 4,000 hours.

Read about Tom’s fascinating

e volunteer journey below.

Volunteg Journey

By Tom Collins

returned to my real passion — birding. After that our
family vacations were always to natural areas. After
the kids went off to college and on to raise their own
families, Sherry and | started birding all over the
world.

When | retired in December, 1998, | completed a
Master Gardener program, but | wanted more. So,
in 1999 | started helping at the Gulf Coast Bird
Observatory (GCBO) as the volunteer coordinator,
and | approached Sea Center Texas (TPWD Salt
Water Inland Hatchery) to complete a bird census
on the facility. About the same time | joined a group
of old guys (Brazoria Muckers) who went out every
Monday to study nature in one of the many natural
areas of Brazoria County. We studied birds,
butterflies, trees, grass, bugs, snakes, fungi - you
name it.

During this time | was contacted by our Brazoria
Extension Marine Agent .who had learned of a
program called Texas Master Naturalist. We
decided to attend a meeting along with a Sea
Center TPWD member. At the meeting we met
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State Coordinator Michelle Haggerty, who gave the
introduction to a new class at the Gulf Coast
Chapter.

Shortly after that meeting, the three of us
(Extension, TPWD, and me) decided to form a new
Chapter — Cradle of Texas. Starting a new chapter
in 2001 was a real chore. There were no standard
by-laws, operating manuals, or training curriculum.
Michelle gave me some examples that allowed the
three of us to fashion together
enough paperwork to begin.

Ouir first class day was
September 12, 2001. As you all
know, September 11 was a day
we will never forget. We all
agreed to press on and not let a
terrorist stop our plans. This first
class had 21 volunteers who all
got certified. | also encouraged
our two sponsors, the Marine
Extension Agent and the Sea
Center Texas Visitor Manager,
to attend each class and com-
plete the volunteer/AT hours to
become certified. | believe this
was a first. | served as the
interim president during this
period and when the chapter was certified, | was
elected the president.

Shortly after | finished my term as president of the
chapter, | approached Michelle about joining the
State Committee. | was frustrated with the time |
spent writing by-laws, operating procedures, Roles
and Responsibilities, etc. | joined the committee
and Michelle, one other state committee member,
and | created a standard set of by-laws and other
documents that would allow new chapters to spend
their time getting organized, not on paper work.
The committee recently spent several multi-day
working sessions re-engineering their mission and
organization. | remain a member of that committee.
Also during this time frame, | began more active
volunteer work at Sea Center where | was named
the Volunteer Naturalist. | produced a complete
fauna and flora census including a Nature Checklist
that is now published by TPWD. | also developed a
Hummingbird and Wildflower/Butterfly Garden that
was certified by the state as a Demonstration
Garden by Mark Klym, TPWD Nature Tracker
Coordinator. | set up a children’s Nature Scavenger

Texas Wildscapes
Wildlife Habitat
Demonstration Site

Hunt pamphlet, gave programs at Nature Events,
lead walks along the Wetland Boardwalk, worked
hours at TPWD Expo Sea Center tent in Austin,
and helped with the harvesting of Red Drum and
Spotted Sea Trout fingerlings that were released in
the Gulf.

To help raise money for Brazoria County natural
areas, | organized a corporate sponsored team to
compete in TPWD’s Great
Texas Birding Classic run.
During a six year period my
team raised about $100,000
in conservation funds that
helped to buy land at
Quintana Beach Migratory
stop over, several units of
the Columbia Bottom
Lands, other small tracts of
conservation land, and
build a wet land at GCBO.
The hours spent doing this
were the most fun I've
had volunteering.

SNV At the Gulf Coast Bird
e aal Observatory | was

elected to the Board of
Directors and named Treasurer. |
spent endless hours cutting trails and making trail
signs. | also helped start a Nature Checklist
through census work, and when the money was
given to GCBO to build a wet land, | helped survey
and construct it. | helped organize the annual
Hummingbird event at GCBO — Hummingbird
Xtravanganza where | gave programs and lead
nature walks. | now serve as a member of the
advisory board.

Most of my interests have been around birding —
especially bird song identification. | served as the
Freeport Christmas Bird Count Co-Compiler (one
of the top counts in the nation) up until Sherry and |
moved to the Hill County in 2006. | also did
volunteer Point Count census work for the USF&W
Service and TPWD on the Columbia Bottomlands
and a Breeding Bird Survey (25 miles long) for the
USGS. One of the fun census activities was doing
USF&W Fish Eating Bird Census at large rookeries
and small islands where terns and skimmer made
dashes at you to drive you away, sometimes
leaving small peck bruises on my head. The largest
rookery | ever did a census at held over 20,000
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Cattle Egrets plus all the other long legged waders.
The craziest volunteer activity | have ever done
was to help catch rails (a small water bird that
seldom flies, but hides and feeds in wetlands). |
volunteered to help a graduate student conduct rail
study at the San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge.
This involved meeting at a location after dark,
dressed in heavy cloths to fend off the mosquitoes,
wearing snake leggings, carrying a large spot light
and a butterfly net. Two people dragged a rope
across the prairie wetland, and when a rail took
flight we chased it and attempted to catch it. A
transmitter was placed on the birds which was
used to track and monitor them during daylight
hours. For the birders reading
this, | have held numerous
Black and Yellow Rails in
my hands.

Some other exciting
opportunities involved

doing annual bird counts

on the San Bernard NWR
inan airboat for 6 to 8
hours — we seldom were on
water as the airboat would
charge across the vast salt
grass prairies as |

attempted to count birds.

I missed a chance to help a
medical doctor capture adult
alligators. It usually took 4-5 men laying on it while
the doctor drew blood for a medical

study. | also missed a chance to help the USF&W
Service conduct a Carbon Sequestration study in
the Columbia Bottomlands. There were always
opportunities.

Some of my other interests include butterflies. | got
started doing butterfly counts in Brazoria county
and now compile the annual Kerrville Butterfly
Count and help with the other two. For several
years | conducted the Monarch Larva Monitoring
Project in Brazoria County where | became certified
to teach MLMP. | also tag Monarch Butterflies each
fall and have given a Hill County Butterfly program
at several Riverside Nature Center (RNC) events.

| enjoy studying dragonflies and damselflies too.

| own a vast number of field guides and reference
books. In fact any species | have encountered, if
it's alive or ever been alive has been researched in
one of my books. A naturalist can never own too
many books. This includes flora (Wildflowers, trees,

grasses) where some of my earliest memories of
the Hill County still remain. Did | mention | love to
photo-graph natural history subjects and
occasionally sketch them?

While serving as the Sea Center Volunteer
Naturalist, | got interested in frogs and toads. | took
the Amphibian Watch training class and started a
monitoring program there. | am certified to teach this
program too. | look forward to getting a Texas
Horned Toad Watch program going locally as well,
having had several as pets along with my snakes in
a terrarium as a child.

Since returning to my roots, |
have started a project to
compile a complete fauna
census of RNC.

We recently published the first
edition of a RNC Nature
Check-list. While doing this
the census team documented
several new species for Kerr
County. | also help with the
three local bird counts. | have
started a personal project to
develop a CD of Hill Country
bird songs and calls by
recording birds locally.

| occasionally write an article for the newsletter.
Sherry and | manage our ranch as an Agricultural
Wildlife Valuation where last year we received a
Texas Forest Stewardship Award. Once our new
home is built, | plan to increase my volunteer activity
in the chapter. You are welcome any time to come
by and see my rainwater collection system, wildlife
guzzlers, small mammal pond, bat and bluebird
houses and numerous feeder stations.

Hopefully I've stirred your imagination. Volunteering
can be fun, it can be hard work sometimes, it can be
intellectually rewarding, it can refuel your personal
self esteem and confidence, and most importantly,
every hour you log will help make this world just a
tad bit better.
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- All Aboard!

It's time to sign up to volunteer at the Old Tunnel Wildlife Management Area I

Old Tunnel WMA, owned and managed by Texas Parks and Wildlife, isi
" located in Kendall County halfway between Comfort and Fredericksburg. i

Volunteers educate the public about the importance of bats to '
the environment and participate in many other activities: I

* Assisting with research at Old Tunnel, plus other Hill Country I
management areas i

* Tending the Wildscape I

* Off-site programs for schools and organizations |

 Astronomy programs |

i
I“There’s quite a biodiversity at OT and it’s very satisfying to point out the species interactionsi
lthat are taking place before our eyes. 1 enjoy helping with the displays, trails, and wildscape. i

|The emergence of the bats never fails to amaze us all - no matter
!how many times we see it!’ - Myrna Langford, Project Coordinator

i

i May 1% through November 30",

volunteers are needed seven evenings a week.

i
Choose one night each week or one night each month.

Volunteer as little or as much as you like.

| *We have a cumulative awards program.
| e We offer volunteer appreciation outings to other bat sites in Texas.

* \We provide education through bat netting excursions.

! “Volunteering is a great way to learn about bats! Nyta is an
| excellent teacher and very enthusiastic. It is also an opportunity to learn a little about
' Texas history!” - Anne Cassidy

In-depth volunteer training is provided once each year prior |
to the beginning of bat season.

2009 Training will be held Sunday, March 22nd.

AT code 09-016. Training class size is limited. !

|

“I especially enjoy talking about nature with visitors who I
know very little about the hill country around us.” - Ed Gage |
|

To receive an invitation to the 2009 Volunteer Training email Nyta Hensley or call 830-990-2659. |



http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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GOLDEN HUB SENIOR CENTER

Project ID GL-06-A

Here is a wonderful opportunity to tend native plant gardens for
the enjoyment and education of Senior Citizens and the public.

“There are inland sea oats, lantana, herbs, and plants to be identified.
We hope to have some donated mulch and native plants

to fill in the voids,” tells Sharon Rodriguez.

To volunteer with this project, contact Project Coordinators
Sharon Rodriquez or Charlie Randal.

Charlie says, “We plan to start our first cleanup Tuesday, Feb. 17, please join us.”

ACTIVITIES THAT COUNT .... For good and For volunteer hours

Great Backyard Bird Count

hat all our members \WORKDAYS: 4th Tuesday
"ean ' | . 8: M to Noon
can participate in. ‘ \WHEN: 8:30 A

: ioin KSP.
j to join in the fun at
February 15 and 16 ! Feel free to ]

cial *
If you don't have yo;r O‘Z\’:assp: pair i

) ¥ ir of loppers, the Far )
Project: CC-06-A pa

waiting for you.
; e.org/gbbc/ ¥ 06.1122 §
WVYW-blrdS(')urtCr Ror? :\good ' Call Jim Gardner @ 830.8 .
Project Coordinato ES oot KR-01-A

here are some who can live without > wild things, and some who cannot.

... Like winds and sunsets, wild things were taken for granted until progress began to do away
with them. Now we face the question whether a“still higher 'standard of living' is worth its cost in
things natural, wild, and free. For us of the minority, the opportunity to see geese is more important
than television, and the chance to find a pasque-flower is a right as inalienable as free speech.

Aldo Leopold, A Sand,County Almanac, 1949



http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/
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The Good Samaritan Center of Fredericksburg
Project ID GL-02-E

Purpose: To provide a pleasant welcome and comfortable
atmosphere for everyone who enters and is served
by the Center.

Project: Year round with four landscaping teams of 4 -5

volunteers tending planting beds, a park and picnic area.

Contact : , our Project Coordinator.
The Good Samaritan Center serves the low-income,
uninsured and under-insured residents of the Texas
Hill Country with affordable basic medical and dental care.
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Nature soon takes over if the gardener is absent.

N

Penelope Hobhouse

J

Volunteers Needed!

Q%

ature Center

Choose from a variety of service opportunities:

» Work with vendors and participants
* Manage logistics

+ Assist with publicity

* Handle communications

Email Becky or call 830-249-4616.

Bob Keiser is our Project Coordinator.

Q

Cibolo Nature Center Mostly Native Plant Sale
Project ID KL-02-B
Saturday, April 4, 9am to 4pm

Becky Trussell, CNC Volunteer Coordinator, has asked for volunteer
help for the Planning Committee and on the day of the plant sale.

The Mostly Native Plant Sale Planning Committee will meet on Wednesday, January 28.

T

tin g FZYER
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009 P.O. Box 293972
John Huecksteadt, President Kerrville, TX 78029-3972

Jim Gardner, Vice President
Gracie Waggener, Secretary
Martha Miesch, Treasurer WE'RE ONLINE!
Steve Dodge, Director of Advanced Training grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn

Bob McKinley, Director of Class Training

Janet Csanyi, Director of Communications

Julie Clay, Director of Membership We meet the fourth Monday of each

Priscilla Stanley, Director of Volunteer Service Projects month (excluding Dec.) at 7:00 pm at
. . ! Riverside Nature Center
William Lummis, 2008 New Class Representative 150 Francisco Lemos St. in Kerrville.

Jim Stanley, Immediate Past President Our meetings are open to everyone.

Texas Master Naturalist mission:
To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education,
outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial wmanagement of

natural resources and natural areas within their communities.

Master &
Naturalist .
The Texas Star newsletter is a monthly publication of the

Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program.

News, comments, information, and ideas are always welcome. /\
Please contact Kristie Denbow, Editor, 830-755-8179. ~ AgriLIFE EX-EEI\!\&SJSJE
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