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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ..... John Huecksteadt 

Solstice Musings  

With the summer solstice approach-
ing I find myself wondering about the 
heavens again.  Such musings    
happen every equinox and every   
solstice, like the celestial clockwork 
at their root.  But as the sun flirts with 
the zenith this year, I find  myself also 
wondering what other creatures are 
aware of the heavens and in what 
ways.  
 

A moment‟s reflection reminds me 
that not only the animal kingdom has 
a romance with the stars.  Indeed, 
some plants have a relationship with 
our sun so exquisite it defies our   
attempts to fathom it.  A solstice-filled 
field of coreopsis marches in lock 
step every day.  Morning glories live 
up to their name... 

And the animals… do you  wonder 
what your cat is thinking when she 
sits on the hall window sill under a 
full moon?  Are we alone in our 
wondering?  Realistically, I       
suppose the answer is, “Yes,” but 
there might just be some magic 
Tabatha is not sharing.  The   
roadrunner, all a-puff in the    
morning-red sunlight, must be  
saying, “Aaahhh!”  
 

So I conclude that probably most 
living organisms have a “sensual” 
relation with the stars.  A vast 
number more have a “seeing”    
relationship and maybe a few 
some levels of understanding and 
appreciation.  This solstice, let all 
we humans wonder more, for that 
joy is probably ours alone. 

JUNE MEETING .....       Chapter Picnic 
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Sunday • June 21 • 2- 5 pm 

Fun, fellowship, and great food  
 

James Kiehl River Bend Park           

118 River Bend Road                        

Comfort 
 

The Chapter will provide brisket.               

Bring your favorite dish for the              

potluck picnic. 
 

Mary Frances Watson 830-997-4726 

Sharon Rodriquez  830-997-4399  

mailto:panchyw@hotmail.com
mailto:sharonrodriquez@gmail.com
http://www.kendallcountyparks.org/
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kwd 
 

Milestones 

Brushed Silver 500 hours 

Gracie Waggener 
 

Bronze 250 hours 

Lloyd Hemmert 

Barbara Noblin 

First Year Certification 

Dragonfly 

Fane Downs 

THIS MONTH WE HONOR  

2009 Re-Certification 

Salamander  

Jim Gardner 

Diane McMahon 

Virginia Sawin 

The Chapter thanks Janet Csanyi for her service on 

the Board Directors as Communications Director 

for the past two years.  

Janet has become quite busy with a number of important projects in 
her life.  Probably most significant is the fact that about a year ago 
Janet began working as a real estate agent.  Consequently she will 
not be able to continue in her chapter role.   

During Janet‟s time as Communications Director she was              
responsible for smooth and successful transitions of both the      
newsletter and the chapter website (along with Phyllis Muska).   

She was also an important contributor to our new recruiting brochure 
as well as other chapter documents.   

Finally, at Janet‟s suggestion and with her assistance, the board  
successfully completed a review and makeover of the new class   
curriculum.  

 

We do not go to the green woods and crystal waters 
to rough it, we go to smooth it.  We get it rough 
enough at home, in towns and cities.               
          Nessmuk   

       Picnics evolved from                                                
elaborate moveable outdoor feasts enjoyed 
by the wealthy.  Medieval hunting feasts,                        
Renaissance-era country banquets, and         
Victorian garden parties lay the foundation    
  for today's leisurely repast. 

 Do you know?
 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:jmurck1@earthlink.net
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ADVANCED TRAINING ..... Your chance to learn more  
Hill Country Mammals: From Tracks to Scat    AT 09-071                                                         
 Saturday, July 11, 10 - 11am, Riverside Nature Center (RNC), Members, children 12 and   
 under $3/non-members $6                                                      
 Presenters:  Randy Evans and Leanne Beauxbeannes, TPWD Rangers                                                
 An entertaining and informative program on the variety of common Hill Country mammals.             

Rainwater Harvesting  AT 09-070         
 Saturday, June 20,10 -11:30am, RNC, Members $3/non-members $6                                  
 Presenters:  Jim and Priscilla Stanley, Master Naturalists and RNC volunteers                           
 Jim and Priscilla were instrumental in the design and installation of the RNC rainwater  
 harvesting system.  They also designed and built their own system for their home. The 
 Stanleys will  discuss rainwater systems and give a tour of the RNC system. 

The chapter is now accepting applications                                
for the 2009 class.  

 Some of our best prospects for the    

new class come from your referrals.    

  

Talk with friends and family in Bandera, Gillespie, Kendall, and Kerr 
counties about joining us and becoming a Texas Master Naturalist. 

 

 

Ask them to email Julie Clay or call 830-896-9576 to receive an application                   

or visit our terrific website at grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn.  
 

Completed applications must be postmarked by July 17. 
 

Classes begin August 26, end November 18, and meet on Wednesdays from 

8:30am to 1:00pm. Most classes meet at the Texas Lions Camp in Kerrville.  

    Don‟t forget the fun field trips! 

 

NOW ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS 

The presentation on water quality monitoring given by Ann Miller 

at the May 18 chapter meeting has been approved for HC TMN 

Advanced Training.  Please report it using AT code 09-067.  

Please be aware that the newsletter’s publication schedule does not allow mention of all         
AT and volunteer opportunities.  Watch your email for  announcements and check the          
master lists and calendar on the  chapter’s website at grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:jbrazaitis@aol.com
grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn


FOUR COUNTY FACTS 

BANDERA 
 

Estimated 2008 population: 

20,303 - an increase of 15.1% 
from 2000. 

That’s 25.6 cowboys                         
per square mile. 

KENDALL 
 

Estimated 2008 population: 

32,886 - an increase of 38.5% 
from 2000. 

That’s 49.6 neighbors                        
per square mile. 

KERR 
 

Estimated 2008 population: 

48,269 - an increase of 10.6% 
from 2000. 

That’s 43.6 folks                    
per square mile. 

GILLESPIE  
 

Estimated 2008 population: 

23,782 - an increase of 14.3% 
from 2000. 

That’s 22.4 citizens                        
per square mile. 
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 5 projects in Bandera 10 projects in Gillespie                              
 8 projects in Kendall 15 projects in Kerr             
 25 projects Chapter Support and Cross-County  

 
THIS MONTH LET’S EXPLORE KERR.                                

 
 

 

Virtually native - Photograph and catalogue native plants for a 
native plant identification website .                                                                   
KR-02-C  Barbara Lowenthal 
 

Take care of Riverside - It‟s your nature center! 
KR-02-D  Priscilla Stanley 
 
RNC Fauna Count - Learn & help count birds, butterflies & 
more as you walk with a knowledgeable TMN volunteer.  
KR-02-G  Tom Collins 
 
To maintain and protect is your mission at Los Rincones - 
Kerrville  
KR-05-A  Nancy Vaughn  and Anne Cassidy 
 
Camp CAMP - Good for all - create or teach nature programs 
for disabled children and develop native plant areas. 
KR-07-A  Bob Tanner 

We have 63 different opportunities for service                

available in our four county region.   

Bill Csanyi, class of 2008, donated his $50 class 

refund to the chapter.  

 Thanks, Bill! 

If you would like to join Bill and contribute your 

class refund to help fund chapter activities      

contact Martha Miesch, Treasurer. 

Volunteer ProjectsVolunteer Projects  

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:beltex@ktc.com
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org/
mailto:jpbstan@ktc.com?subject=RNC%20Volunteer
mailto:towhee@hctc.net
mailto:nvaughan@ktc.com
mailto:acass933@indian-creek.net
http://www.campcamp.org
mailto:bintense@hotmail.com
mailto:marthamiesch@msn.com?subject=Chapter%20Donation
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by Priscilla Stanley 

RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER VOLUNTEER PROJECTS: 

     Working with Plants and /or People 
 

R iverside has many opportunities to learn about our native plants by working in small groups and 
sharing knowledge.  Volunteer in the meadow to work with wildflowers and butterfly plants or else-
where on the grounds tending to the Butterfly Garden or native  
perennials, grasses, shrubs, and trees on the berms and in the   
riparian areas (banks of the Guadalupe River and Town Creek).  
Opportunities also exist to improve the buildings and grounds    
with a team of volunteers. 
 

Volunteer at Riverside 

Our TMN volunteers tend the rainwater harvesting system used   
for public education and watering the berms and gardens.  Other 
TMNs teach nature to school children by visiting their school classes, in themed summer camps or in 

groups, such as Girl Scout troops.  Volunteers support the adult 
education program and help educate folks by developing exhibits in 
the Visitors Center. 

 

Our TMNs have volunteered to teach school children how to tie 
trout flies, show them live snakes and other animals, show adults 
the stars, teach Girl Scouts for their Nature badge, and much more.   

 

Visitors from Texas, as well as travelers from afar, come to Riverside to look for birds or enjoy a walk 
through the grounds.  You can answer their questions or help 
them find the particular plant they want to see - we have maps 
showing tree and shrub locations.   

 

A great place to learn  

Riverside has over 100 native trees and shrubs labeled through-
out the grounds; it is a good place to learn your plants as you                  
volunteer.  Seeing these plants weekly during summer, fall,     
winter, and spring is an excellent way to recognize plants in all 
seasons.  
 

 

TMN Volunteer Projects include:   

KR-02-D for “Grounds & Garden Tending” and          

KR-02-A  for “Youth & Adult Education”, including nature festivals, visitor assistance (such as 
Plant Tours for visitors) and developing nature exhibits.                                                                              
Please contact Priscilla Stanley at jpbstan@ktc.com or call 830-257-2094 for more information. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org/
mailto:jpbstan@ktc.com
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an afternoon with friends on the Guadalupe                                

at James Kiehl River Bend Park 
 

  RSVP is required.  The Chapter will provide brisket and paper goods. 

  Wear your HC TMN name badge 

  Bring a dish to share for the Potluck Picnic. 

 Bring your favorite beverages -  there is no potable water in the park,  

  adult beverages in cans must be poured into a cup or have a koozie  

  cover - No Glass. 

 Bring your lawn chairs - we will picnic under shady native pecans, four 

  picnic tables are available. 

 Picnic in/Trash out - bring a litter bag and help us keep the park clean. 

 Bring your family - there are fun activities in the park. 
 

   Visiting with friends Walking, birding, and wildflowering 

Fishing, swimming, and paddling on the river 

Fishing licenses are required and life jackets are strongly encouraged. 
 

 

 

 

  
   

Call Mary Frances Watson at 830-997-4726 or panchyw@hotmail.com, or            

Sharon Rodriguez at 830-997-4399 or sharonrodriquez@gmail.com                              
 

 

Look for balloons at River Bend Road - That’s your cue to turn! 
 

Click here for a map to James Kiehl River Bend Park.                                                                
118 River Bend Road   Comfort   Kendall County 

Sunday    June 21     2-5 pm                                                            

 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.kendallcountyparks.org
mailto:panchyw@hotmail.com?subject=HC%20TMN%20Picnic
mailto:sharonrodriquez@gmail.com?subject=HC%20TMN%20Picnic
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&gl=us&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=106191814213941372972.00044c4caf79afbc973ee&z=17
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&gl=us&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=106191814213941372972.00044c4caf79afbc973ee&z=17


at Guadalupe River State Park  

Make plans today! 

E-mail Gracie Waggener at gg@bizstx.rr.com  or Cathy Downs at mzdowns@hctc.net  
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MAKE YOUR               

RESERVATION NOW! October 9, 10, 11 

Take advantage of this great opportunity to meet new students 
and fellow Chapter members from the four county area. 

FRIDAY October 9 

Arrive at the Park, Check-in time is 2:00pm 

7 to 9 pm                                                                                                                                                            

Meet, Greet, and Sweets                                                                                                                               

Sweets provided by the event committee, bring the beverage of your choice. 
 

SATURDAY October 10 

9 to 11am   11 am to1pm  1 to 3pm   3 to 5pm 

Fly Fishing Fandango Lunch Break  Canoe or Kayak  Explore on your 

Bird Tour      Wild Walk Bingo   own and prepare                                 

Butterfly Hike      Nature Photography  your pot luck dish 
 

5 to 6:30pm 

Campfire Potluck Cook Off                                                                                                         

Prepare your favorite campsite recipe to share with fellow campers in a judged competition.  
 

7 to 9pm  

Stargazing with Craig 
 

SUNDAY October 11 

9am  

Worship Service 

mailto:gg@bizstx.rr.com
mailto:mzdowns@hctc.net?subject=Retreat
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:gg@bizstx.rr.com
mailto:gg@bizstx.rr.com
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In 2007, Kerrville-Schreiner Park‟s Butterfly Garden became 

an MLMP site.  Volunteers meet weekly from mid-March to the 

beginning of December to find, mark, and inspect milkweed 

plants for monarch eggs and caterpillars.  This information is 

recorded and sent to the University of Minnesota‟s MLMP 

website for compilation with other data from the United States 

and Canada.  The Butterfly Garden is the only MLMP site in 

Kerr County.  Data for this site is available at the University of 

Minnesota‟s MLMP website  at <http://www.mlmp.org/results/

states.asp?State=TX&SiteID=1040>. 

 

We work in tandem with the Butterfly Garden gardeners who 

have brought us milkweed plants and also nectar plants for 

monarchs and other butterflies -- we love our monarchs but 

want to learn as much as we can about all types of butterflies!  

For example, we have begun weekly counts of all butterflies 

and moths species we see in the garden after we complete 

our MLMP activities. 

 

If you are interested in working with us on the MLMP project 

and the butterfly/moth count, please contact Virginia de Wolf  

at dewolf@ktc.com or call 830-896-2545 or Cynthia Johnson 

at carljohn@ ktc.com or call 830-895-5173.  Information about 

the MLMP can be found at <http://www.mlmp.org>. 

KR-01-C 

by Ginny de Wolf 

egg 

larva 

adult 

chrysalis 

The Monarch Larva Monitoring 

Project (MLMP) began in 1997 

at the University of Minnesota.  

It involves citizens in collecting 

data that will help document 

the distribution and abundance   

patterns of monarch butterflies 

in North America. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:dewolf@ktc.com
mailto:carljohn@ktc.com
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Chapter member Kip Kiphart was featured                             

in the 2009 MLMP newsletter.   

“One of Cibolo Nature Center‟s most energetic and creative volunteers 

is Kip Kiphart.  Kip logged his 5000th volunteer hour last year and to 

honor that amazing effort of service, he was awarded the Master  

Naturalist diamond dragonfly pin and the President‟s Call To Service 

Award given by the President‟s Council on Service and Civic Participa-

tion.  The national award „is in recognition and appreciation of your 

commitment to strengthening our nation and for making a difference 

through volunteer service.‟ The awards were presented to him during 

the Texas Master Naturalist annual meeting by Michelle Haggerty    

director of the Texas Master Naturalist Program.  This will be Kip‟s 

eighth season with MLMP. Thank you, Kip, for all you‟ve contributed!” 

Kip took action to save nectar plants in Kendall County.         

He noticed herbicides had been applied to frostweed, among other 

plants, in the Cordillera Ranch development.  Kip educated the    

landscapers about the importance of conserving monarch habitat.   

He wrote, “Frostweed (Verbesina virginica) is a very important nectar 

source for fall migrating monarch butterflies.  There are very few other 

fall blooming plants on Cordillera Ranch.  Monarchs that cannot find 

enough nectar plants are unable to store the necessary fat reserve to 

survive overwintering in the trans-volcanic mountains of Mexico. Only 

those that survive are able to breed and return to Texas in the spring 

to lay their eggs to repopulate the species. I request that no additional 

frostweed be herbicided.  Please allow it to bloom so it can nourish 

the monarchs that will be passing through here in a few weeks.”   
            MLMP newsletter April 2009 

Norman G Flaigg 

Our Chapter thanks Lee Kneupper for his excellent work             

developing and refining our membership and activity reporting 

database.  Lee was recently elected as a director with the     

Bandera County River Authority and Groundwater District.    

We extend a hearty congratulations to Lee and wish him the 

best in his new role.                              

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:skipkip@gvtc.com
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Date & Time seen: January 31, 2009 10:35am 

Location: Collins’ Ranch at a feeder station on south side of barn. 

Observer name: Tom Collins, 261 Red Bird Loop, Center Point, etc. 

Distance and Optics: About 25 feet from me. I was using my Swarovski 8x42 binoculars. 

Lighting/weather: excellent – bright sun. Clear sky, wind speed was low from the SW. 

Behavior/habitat: Feeding on seeds on the ground below a feeder, and then flew into Texas Persimmon 

mixed with Elbow Bush about five feet from the ground and about the same distance away.        

Sat fairly stationary, somewhat horizontal, then sat more upright and raised the crest.   

First impression: Bright red medium sized bird with a distinctive crest.   

Size: A little smaller than a Northern Mockingbird that was close by in the shrub and      

 larger than a Spotted Towhee that was feeding on the ground with it. 
 

 

In the last newsletter I asked each of you to take a “30” second break, find a Northern Cardinal,     
observe it, and write a description of it – called details.  

 

 So why did I pick a Northern Cardinal?   
 

 Y ears ago I was birding with a good friend,   Victor Emanuel.  For those of you who have 
never heard of Victor, he is the founder (1976), owner, and president of  VENT (Victor Emanuel Na-
ture Tours), a company formed to give birders access to high quality birding tours offered all over the 
world.  Victor is a protégé of Roger Tory Peterson, the world famous bird author and artist.  Victor 
was standing there with his binoculars focused on a cardinal some twenty feet away from us.  He 
continued to watch the bird and I asked Victor what he was looking at, assuming something other 
than the cardinal.  Victor replied that he was enjoying the view of the cardinal.  I said something like 
“That‟s all” and Victor turned around and gave me his birding philosophy in these few words,                
“Tom, it‟s not how many birds you have seen on your life list, it‟s how many times you have studied 
each bird on your life list that makes you a good birder.” 
 

So, one more look at a Northern Cardinal is good practice and for those of you that gave it a try, I 
bet you learned something new about the cardinal.  
 

Let‟s see how you did.  I have listed some of the important steps you need to consider anytime you 
see or find something that may need to be documented – fauna or flora. 
 

Usually the drill is:  you see a species, write  details, maybe sketch it or take a picture or   collect a 
specimen (flora and some arthropods), and then refer to a field guide to see if you can identify it.  
 

by Tom Collins 

Naturalist 101  - continued     

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn


Okay, so you say this was a lot of notes.  Well, you are right, but this was an easy one.    
 

Usually what happens is a person sees an unknown species away from their home and field guides.  
Upon returning home, they open a guide and page through it until they think they have found a 
match.  Most likely the first find is wrong or when a match is made, they discover there are two or 

three similar species. Sometimes they fail to find any match and give up looking.   
 

 Why all the failures?  Details, details, details.   
 

 A s a Master Naturalist, you should learn to record what you see or hear.  Carry a small note 
pad and pen.  Observe, then record, then re-observe, then record some more.  Continue as long as 
you have the species in view.  A sketch can help – you don‟t need to be an artist to make a rough 
sketch.  The last step is to refer to your field guide using your notes.  Always check the distribution 
and seasonal maps to confirm the likelihood of the species you believe matches your notes.  Read 
about the preferred habitat and typical feeding habits as this can add or delete from the likelihood. 
 

You should always assume any species you find locally in a given habitat and during a specific   
season is probably “expected”.  Any time you decide the species is a rare, you must go beyond the 
simple notes and take very detailed notes – photos are great – and make sure you have eliminated 
all similar “expected” species. 
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Bill: Conical, large, and red. 

Face: Red with a narrow black band around the base of the bill that forms a small squared off bib in 

the throat.  Eye blended in with black mask. No other marks on the face or throat. Crest red. 

Body: Throat, breast, belly, vent, wings and back red. The red flanks had a hint of blue-gray feathers.  

Wings:  Primaries were slightly darker red with some blue-gray feathers. No wing bars 

Tail: Longish, red with a slight mixture of grayish feathers. 

Vocalization: Did not sing or call. 

Based on my observation and review of a field guide, the species is a Northern Cardinal Cardinalis   

cardinalis – (It always important to give the scientific name, especially for flora and most          

arthropods.)  I also checked the distribution map to confirm it would be present in this locale and 

during this season.  It is a year round resident.  

Similar species considered and eliminated (very important): 

 Summer Tanager – lacks a sharp crest, bill large, but not conical, long and dark. Summer species. 

 Vermillion Flycatcher – lacks a crest, has black wings, flycatcher bill shape – does not eat seeds. 

 Pyrrhuloxia – Mostly gray bird with red under parts, more similar to a female Cardinal, but bill is 

yellowish and stubby. 

 All other expected similar species are much smaller, House and Purple Finch, Painted Bunting.         

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn


 

Chapter members are welcome to attend Board of Directors meetings. 
 

Board meetings are held in the Riverside Nature Center Science Lab    

at 1:30 pm on Wednesdays before monthly chapter meetings.   
 

The Board of Directors is responsible for the chapter‟s success. 
 

Support your Board as they guide and grow the chapter.  

  Our chapter has purchased a PowerPoint video projector to be used at monthly meetings 
and for new class presentations.  It may also be used for other TMN activities including: 

 

 Chapter members giving nature-related presentations to groups 

 Guest speakers presenting to a group of TMNs   
 

Private use or non-nature presentations are not allowed.    
 

Contact Jim Stanley or call  830-257-2094. 

 

  We welcome our new Database Manager, Lloyd Hemmert. 

  He has an extensive background in computer systems and will be a wonderful asset 
  in keeping us up and running.  Thank you, Lloyd, for taking on this challenge!  

           Please send your May 2009 Volunteer and Advance Training hours to                 
  hemmert@windstream.net or mail to 2212 Aurora Drive Kerrville, TX 78028.  
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Vesta Crescent 

Widow skimmer, female 

Volvariella bombycina  

Temperature: 73   Sky: 1   Wind: 1   Dry and green, lots of forbs blooming.  Bridge construction continues 
 

Number of species:     22 
Turkey Vulture     2               White-winged Dove     3          Mourning Dove     1           
Chimney Swift     2   Black-chinned Hummingbird     1 Green Kingfisher     1   
golden-fronted Woodpecker     1  Ladder-backed Woodpecker     2 Eastern Wood-Pewee     1   
Great Crested Flycatcher     1  White-eyed Vireo     2   Blue Jay     3     
Swallow sp.     2   Carolina Chickadee     4   Black-crested Titmouse     2   
Carolina Wren     4   Northern Mockingbird     1  Cedar Waxwing     2      
Nashville Warbler     1   Summer Tanager     1   Northern Cardinal     5     
Great-tailed Grackle     2 
 

Kingdom - Phylum – Class – Order – Family – Genus - Species 
Kingdom: Metazoa (Animals)                                                                                                                                                  
Phylum:  Arthropoda (Exoskeleton – 9 Classes)        
 Class Insecta (Insects)           
  Order: Lepidoptera (Butterfly, Moth)           
  Pipevine Swallowtail – 4  Giant Swallowtail – 1      
  Checkered White - 4                   Sleepy Orange – 2                          
  Lyside Sulphur - 5                      Reakirt‟s Blue – 3                             
  Bordered Patch – 1                     Vesta Crescent – 1 (Photo)       
  Gulf Fritillary – 1         Variegated Fritillary – 2                   
  Queen – 1                        Dun Skipper - 1                             
  Nysa Roadside-skipper - 1 

              Order: Odonata (Dragonfly, Damselfly)                              
  Easter Pond Hawk – 1           
  Widow Skimmer -1 (juv ♂) Photo, 1 (♀)        
  Order: Coleptera (Beetles)                                
  Order: Hymenoptera (Ant, Wasp, Bee)                        
  Family Formicidae (Ant)          
  Pogonomyrmex barbatus Red Harvester Ant Mound                             
  Family Rhoopalidae (Scentless Plant Bugs)                
  Class Arachnida (Spiders, Ticks, Scorpions, Mites, Harvestmen) None 
  Phylum: Chordata (Vertebrata – 14 Classes)         
 Class: Osteichthyes (Bony fish) None              
 Herps:               
 Class: Reptilia  (Snake, Lizard, Turtle, Alligator) None         
 Class: Amphibia (Frog, Toad, Salamander)        
 Blanchard‟s Cricket-Frog – 20          
 Class: Aves (Bird - See above eBird report)       
 Class:  Mammalia:                                   
 White-tailed Deer - 2                      
  Phylum: Mollusca (10 classes – Gastropod, Bivalve, etc) None        
Kingdom: Myceteae (Fungi)            
 Division: Amastigomycota          
 Class: Hymenomycetes           
 Order: Agaricales           
 Family: Pluteaceae           
 Volvariella bombycina            
 (My best guess based on gross physical ID – a spore collection and microscopic study would confirm)       
 This mushroom if identified correctly by me is edible.  However with all wild mushrooms, if you plan to eat one,   
 cut it in half and use one of the halves to take to the emergency room. 

From Cynthia Johnson and Tom Collins 

Riverside Nature Center Weekly Fauna Census, 5/15/09 
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Texas Master Naturalist Annual Meeting and Advanced Training  
October 23-25th, 2009 Mo-Ranch     Hunt, Texas 

 
Advisor Award Nominations  
Nominations will be accepted for activities and advisors who have been a part of and contributing to your local 
chapter efforts during the past year.   
 
TMN Volunteer “Present a Project”  
Volunteers can present and talk about a specific project they are working on within their chapters.  
 
TMN Exemplary Project Award Competition  

Think about a potential project your chapter might want to submit. 
 

Sponsors/Organizers for evening campfires   
Campfires can be sponsored by an individual, one chapter, or a group of chapters each night.  The typical 
cost of the campfire is $25.  
 

Sponsors/ Committee Chair for Sunday devotional  
Typically, between the times of 7:00 and 7:30 AM, time has been set aside for devotional and/or   reflection 
and inspirational time for those who want to participate.   
 
Volunteer needs at the annual meeting  

Volunteer needs will include assisting with registrant check-in, AT room monitors/hosts, Texas AgriLife Book-
store help, plus many more opportunities! 
 

Capital Area Chapter members to lead Silent Auction  
Anyone can start gathering donations at any time.  Proceeds support future partial scholarships to the event 
and fees to bring in speakers or training.  
 
Contact Michelle Haggerty at mhaggerty@ag.tamu.edu 
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  July 25, 2009 
 Groups and individuals are invited to participate 

in the  Upper Guadalupe River Authority’s              
6th annual River Clean Up.   

Volunteers may arrive at Louise Hays Park at 8:00 am for registration, instructions, and assignments 
or may pre-register.  Pre-registrants go directly to their assigned Clean Up locations.                        

Forms must be returned to UGRA by July 17, 2009.   

  http://www.ugra.org/annualrivercleanup.html 

The Clean Up will be staged 
at Louise Hays Park                    

in Kerrville.  

Let ’s  Keep Our River  Clea n 

mailto:mhaggerty@ag.tamu.edu
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.ugra.org/pdfs/Pre%20Registration%20Form.pdf
http://www.ugra.org/annualrivercleanup.html


VISIT US ONLINE! 

grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn 

We meet the fourth Monday of each 

month (excluding Dec.) at 7:00 pm at 

Riverside Nature Center                  

150  Francisco Lemos St. in Kerrville.  

Our meetings are open to everyone.   

Hill Country Master Naturalist 
 P.O. Box 293972        
Kerrville, TX 78029-3972           

Lindheimera texana: Texas Star 

John Huecksteadt, President 

Jim Gardner, Vice President  

Gracie Waggener, Secretary 

Martha Miesch, Treasurer 

Steve Dodge, Director of Advanced Training  

Bob McKinley, Director of Class Training   

  Phyllis Muska, Director of Communications  

Julie Clay, Director of Membership 

Priscilla Stanley, Director of Volunteer Service Projects 

William Lummis, 2008 New Class Representative 

Jim Stanley, Immediate Past President 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009 

Hill Country Chapter 

The Texas Star newsletter is a monthly publication of the             

Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program. 

News, comments, information, and ideas are always welcome. 

Please contact Kristie Denbow, Editor, denbow@gvtc.com 

 

To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education,  

outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial management of    

natural resources and natural areas within their communities . 

Texas Master Naturalist mission: 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.ktc.net/riverside/VISIT.htm
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=HCMN%20Newsletter
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com
http://tce.tamu.edu/
http://masternaturalist.tamu.edu/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/

