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MARCH MEETING .....

Kim Bacon will present “Watching
Native Bees: 1,000 Species and
No Field Guides.”

Kim began Texas Bee Watchers,
www.beewatchers.com, to
increase awareness and
understanding of Texas native
bee populations.

Learn why male bees do not deserve
the bad press they get, why females
are constantly multi-tasking, and how

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE .....
A Shortcut to Appreciation

Through interpretation, understanding;
through understanding, appreciation;
through appreciation, protection. -
Anonymous US National Park Service
Ranger

When I first read this quotation, now
made famous by Freeman Tilden, from
a half century-old National Park
Service administrative manual about
the critical role of interpreters and
interpretation in the human communi-
cations process I simply tried to under-
stand it. After I understood it, I
appreciated it; after I appreciated it, I
thought... I thought there was
something missing.

It wasn't even that hard to put a finger
on my sense of uneasiness. You see,
there are so many things I have
experienced that have moved directly
from interpretation to appreciation.
There is so much about my experience
of the natural, physical world that I
don’t know and probably never will
understand. I just stand in awe of
mysteries that demand an appreciation
which somehow has nothing to do with
reason.

NATIVE BEES

solitary native bees locate and use
floral “resources” in an environment
full of distractions.

Kim will show you how to
attract a healthy bee

y population and how to
identify the bees you watch.

Join us at 7:00 pm,

Monday, March 22 at Riverside Nature

Center in Kerrville. Arrive early and
enjoy our “social half hour.”

John Huecksteadt

Despite the lure of a clockwork universe,
some mechanistic, biochemical,
electrochemical reductionism, I have
never succumbed to that Siren call.
For me, it just doesn’t work.

I remember the first time I stood in
Muir Woods, alone, weeping. I will
never forget the first time I saw the
purple of Collinsia heterophylla,
Chinese houses, adorning the slopes of
Mount Diablo, near Walnut Creek,
California. What visitor to a clear Hill
Country stream can forget the wonder
of their first experience of a Green
Kingfisher?

As interpreters we must necessarily
understand the practical wisdom in the
insightful words of this unknown park
ranger. We must know how to move
those with whom we share our under-
standing and appreciation of the Hill
Country to think, to understand,
perhaps to connect, and, hopefully,
appreciate and protect. But let us
always keep a place in our inter-
preter’s bag for the awe-inspiring, the
intuitive, and the wonder-ful. As John
M. Scott says in his beautiful little
book, Wonderland, “Any way you look
at it, there’s magic in your day.”


http://www.beewatchers.com
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THIS MONTH WE HONOR

2010 Re-Certification First Year Certification
Wood Duck Dragonfly
Tom Collins Diane McMahon Joseph Bergmann
Kristie Denbow Martha Miesch Koy Coffer
Cathy Downs Sandy Pena Janet Lindley
John Huecksteadt Jim Stanley Floyd Trefny
Cynthia Johnson Priscilla Stanley Karla Trefny
Barbara Lowenthal Gracie Waggener
I N

Aerodynamically the bumblebee shouldn't be
able to fly, but the bumblebee doesn't know it,
so it goes on flying anyway.

Mary Kay Ash You can build a nest box for bees.
\ Some native bees will nest in a prepared nest box. The
boxes are easy to make. Visit www.beewatchers.com.
Bumblebees live together in a nest. Learn how to build a

bumblebee nest here: www.bumblebee.org/nestboxes.

Many native bees nest in the ground.

Be sure to leave some bare ground in your garden.

oW USIS" [l

The bees can't burrow through mulch.

Floyd Trefny and Karla Trefny, Bandera County GraC|e Waggener Kerr County


http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.beewatchers.com/making-nest-boxes.html
http://www.bumblebee.org/nestboxes.htm
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ADVANCED TRAINING .....Your chance to learn more

» BASIC BIRDING PART 3: BEHAVIOR AND HABITAT AT 10-018
Saturday, March 20, 8 - 11 a.m., CNC, Members $20; non-members $25.
Birding by habitat - knowing what birds to expect in any given location and a particular season.
Call 830-249-4616 to register.

»[1 RAINWATER HARVEST WORKSHOP AT 10-035
Saturday, March 20, 9a.m.-Noon, CNC/Kight Installation, CNC members $25; non-members $35.
Presenter: John Kight, engineer and rainwater catchment owner.
Learn about the latest technological information and get the most practical advice.
Call 830-249-4616 to register.

>» LAND MANAGEMENT & ESTATE PLANNING IN THE HILL COUNTRY AT 10-038
Wednesday, March 24, 6:30-8:30p.m, CNC Auditorium, CNC members $20; non-members $25.
Presenter: Rufus Stephens, TPWD wildlife biologist; Thomas Hall, Estate planning attorney.
1%t hour: Top 10 Best Practices for Land Management in the Hill Country. 2" hour: Best Practices
for preserving family land.
Call 830-249-4616 to register.

» TEXAS WATERSHED STEWARD PROGRAM AT 10-027
Thursday, March 25, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., Boerne Convention and Community Center, Free
The Texas Watershed Steward program is a free, one-day educational workshop designed to help
watershed residents improve and protect their water resources.
Register online at http://tws.tamu.edu or call 979.862.8072.

» RIO GRANDE WILD TURKEY SYMPOSIUM AT 10-031
Thursday/Friday, March 25-26, 7a.m., Kerr Wildlife Management Area
March 25: a full day of Rio Grande Wild Turkey information. March 26: field work and tours.
Registration is $25 prior to March 15 and $40 after March 15. Registration forms available at the
Kerr Extension office or http://kerr-tx.tamu.edu/. Call 830-257-6568 for information.

» SEEDS: GLEANING, CLEANING AND STORING NATIVE PLANT SEEDS AT 10-023
Friday, March 26, 9 - 10:30a.m, RNC, Free/Donations to RNC appreciated.
Presenter: Barbara Lowenthal, Hill Country Chapter member
Learn how to glean, clean, and store native plant seeds.
Call 830-257-4837 to register. Limited to 30. (Those who registered at the February TMN meeting
need not register again.)

>» MANAGING FOR GAME BIRDS AND SONG Birds AT 10-036
Saturday, April 4, 9a.m.-Noon, CNC, CNC members $20; non-members $25.
Presenter: Rufus Stephens, Texas Parks and Wildlife biologist.
A talk and tour on how different habitat types provide food, cover, and space for specific birds.
Call 830-249-4616 to register.

» HILL COUNTRY WOODY PLANT CONSERVATION: ISSUES AND ANSWERS AT 10-042
Tuesday, April 6, 2p.m., RNC, Free/Kerrville Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas monthly meeting.
Presenter: Jan Wrede, Director of Education and Citizen Science at the Cibolo Nature Center.
Learn about conservation gardening, deer management, adopting priority plant protection, and
the Upper Cibolo Creek watershed protection plan.

» TEXAS MONARCH MONITORING PROJECT WORKSHOPS AT 10-043
Friday/Saturday, April 9-10, 9a.m., CNC, $30 per person.
Presenter: Texas Monarch Watch, Cibolo Nature Center, and Texas Master Naturalists volunteers.
This workshop trains teachers, youth leaders, citizen scientists, and park naturalists from
throughout Texas to conduct monitoring activities at their own local sites.
Call 830-249-4616 to register.

» FORB IDENTIFICATION AT 10-047
Saturday, April 3, 9a.m., Gillespie County Agrilife classroom.
Presenter: John Huecksteadt, Hill Country Chapter president
Practice identification and keying out plants. Classroom instruction and field trip to Lady Bird
Johnson Park. Sponsored by Friends of the Fredericksburg Nature Center.



http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://tws.tamu.edu
http://kerr-tx.tamu.edu/
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org/
http://www.npsot.org/Kerrville/
http://www.texasento.net/dplex.htm
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FOUR COUNTY FACTS

A few historic ¢
Bandera
Bandera Falls
Bluewater
Bluff (Wallace)
Crockett (Tuff)

Fagan (Honey Cre
Han's Settleme
Horse Valley (

Albert (Martinsburgh, Williams
Creek)

Benner (Mosel)

Blumenthal

Bunkesville (Tivydale)

Cain City

Caldwell's Hill (Gold, Rheingold,
Gillespie)

Cave Creek

Cherry Mountain

KENDALL

Ammann's

Bankersmith (Handy Stop)
Bergheim

Block Creek

Boerne (Tusculum)
Brownsboro

Charcoal City (Guadalupe,
Schiller)

Comfort

Currys Creek (Hodges)

KERR

Camp Scenic

Camp Verde

Center Point (Zanzenburg)
Cypress Creek (Cypressville,
Tivy)

The Divide

Ganahl

Glen Oaks

Hermia

Hunt (Delight, Joy's Store)

Office of Treasurer

The position of Treasurer on the board of directors is
predominately concerned with accounting. If a person
has a knack or fondness for numbers this is the position
for you to consider!

A budget is determined at the first of the year and
presented to the board of directors. This is ultimately a
tool to assure the chapter has sufficient cash on hand
to operate. The budget is a forecast of funds coming in,
such as sale of merchandise, donations, tuition, or
receipts from the plant sale. It also determines where
chapter expenses might occur, such as mailing costs,
copies, Training Class expenses, etc. These budget
figures are usually based on previous years’ history.
Once the budgeted amounts have been determined we
are better able as a board to consider how much we
can afford to pay out in project grants, community
donations, and so forth.

Ongoing duties of the Treasurer include paying bills,
making deposits, tracking the budget, balancing the
checkbook, making a monthly report to the board, and
presenting all financial records for audit each year.

All financial records must be kept archived as hard
copies. The advent of our new status as a non-profit
organization makes it necessary for us to file a report
with the IRS at the end of our fiscal year. Accuracy in
our accounting is a requirement.

Though perhaps not the most glamorous position on the
board, the Office of Treasurer is one of trust, and quite
comfortable and appealing to an old numbers cruncher
like me!

Cathy Downs

Check out the March issue of
Texas Parks & Wildlife Magazine. .
Chapter member, Tom Collins, is quoted in a story ‘
about John Tveten, written by Gary'Clark: ‘
The story is entitled “The Consummate Naturalisty
and can be found on page 50. e
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Dendroica chrysopari

By Christina Williams

The golden-cheeked warbler (GCWA) was
designated an endangered species by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1990 due to
habitat destruction and fragmentation
throughout their range.

The GCWA is a small, insect-eating, neo-tropical
songbird that visits central Texas between
March and August. Adult males have yellow
cheeks outlined in
black with a thin
black line through
each eye. Upper
breast, throat, and
back are black, and
the lower breast and
belly are white with
some lateral black
spotting or streaking.
Wings are blackish
with two white wing
bars, and tail feathers
are black, except the
outermost tail feather

Adult male.
on each side is white with a black shaft line.
Adult GCWA females are similar to adult
males but less striking.

GCWAs breed exclusively in the mixed Ashe
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juniper/deciduous woodlands of central
Texas. Typical GCWA nesting habitat is
found in tall, dense, mature stands of Ashe
juniper (commonly referred to as cedar)
mixed with various oaks, cedar elm, ash,
and walnut trees. This mix of juniper and
deciduous trees are mostly found on slopes,
along drainage bottoms, and in creeks and
draws. However, GCWAs can also be found
in drier, upland juniper-oak woodlands over
flat topography.

fine bark strips
used in nest
construction.
Generally, Ashe
juniper trees
required for
nesting habitat
are at least 15
feet tall with a
trunk diameter
of about six
inches at two feet above the
ground. The essential element is that
juniper trees have shredding bark, which
happens at the base of the tree around 20
years old and at the crown around 41 years.

Female at nest.

During July-August GCWAs migrate south-
ward through the pine-oak woodlands of
eastern Mexico &g :
through the :
Sierra Madre
Oriental moun-
tains to the
highlands of

continued, page 6.
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GCWA, continued.

Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua) and

are found in mixed species flocks, typically

consisting of other warbler species. GCWAs

begin to make their return flight to Texas in
: L 17 ' late February.

. 4 " There are several

" places to see

N e . L
J e L GCWASs in the
W * Hill Country,
T ;‘ ) including Texas
Ll " -.‘:H Parks and Wildlife
Map by Comell Lab of Omithology -y Department
Range data by NatuweServe .
properties:

Kerr and Walter
Buck Wildlife Management Areas; Honey
Creek State Natural Area; and Garner and
Guadalupe River State Parks.

! Additional information
on the GCWA can
be found at

www.fws.gov/

\ ' _endangered/ and/or

M www.tpwd.

§ state.tx.us/ publica-

tions/huntwild/wild/

species/nongame/.

% Christina Williams is a
& Fish and Wildlife
Biologist with U.S.
Fish and Wildlife
Service in Austin. She is a Hill Country Chapter
member. Christina is the daughter of Susan Longacre,
the chapter’s Director of Communications.

Contact Christina at Christina Williams@fws.gov.
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C_ONnaratliations
RiVErsidcC

Riverside Nature Center (RNC) received $6,000.00
from a generous donor who offered to match fifty
percent of donations given during last fall's campaign.

RNC members and the community contributed
$12,000.00. Combined with the donor’s match,
the Nature Center realized a total of
$18,000.00.

These contributions will
fund operations and help
RNC achieve its mission.

RNC is deeply grateful
to all Master Naturalists
and others in the

community who participated.

Snapshots at jasoniove com

==

-

"The defendant had the motive, he had the
opporiunity, and let's face it, he's a killer bee "



http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/huntwild/wild/species/nongame/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/huntwild/wild/species/nongame/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/huntwild/wild/species/nongame/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/huntwild/wild/species/nongame/
mailto:Christina_Williams@fws.gov
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CONGRATULATES hapter members . i In 2003, President Bush created the

P Priscilla Stanley President's Council on Service and
PRISCIL;Q 5’ TANESS and Angelo Falzarano Civic Participation to find ways to
have been presented with recognize the valuable contributions

# ANGELO FALZARANO two awards recognizing A B o T volunteers are making in our Nation.

outstanding service and  [ETEYStTES The Council established the

volunteerism. g, uraliet President's Volunteer Service

« Priscilla’s and Angelo’s == Award program to thank and
dedication to the Texas Master Naturalist I honor Americans who by their
program earned them the highest Master 3 demonstrated commitment
Naturalist honor - the gold with diamond R4 and example, inspire others
dragonfly - for achieving 5,000 volunteer to engage in volunteer service.

service hours. This Presidential recognition

Priscilla and Angelo‘also rec;ezv/ed the is bestowed upon volunteers
President's CaII to $erV|ce ard. for contributing 4,000 hours.

|

i — '. S
B‘Jlﬂs’f,lrm :

aturalist .

HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER

\
|

Don't forget.
Report your hours
at the end of each
month. It's easy
and it’s quick.

Submit your
Activity Report
to our
database manager, i
Sandy Leyendecker, Rutl} Coffey, Susan Longacre, Myrna Langford, and Stephamg Perry
e e recgl\fec'l 9ward§ at our February meeting. Ruth and Stepl}anle received
their initial certifications, Susan reached the 500 hour milestone, and

Myrna reached the 1,000 hour milestone. Congratulations, members!


mailto:sandy325@windstream.net
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HEY, WHAT IS THAT ?

~3% Be the first to identify the
photo below and the
psychedelic dragonfly is
yours next month.
ENTER TO
WIN!

Need to contact a board member or
look up another member’s phone number
or e-mail address?

Login to our website http://grovesite.com/tmn/

hcmn and use the menu at the left to go to our
Member Area.

From here, choose Member List. This takes you
to a screen with options for downloading a current
list of members either in Excel (.xIs) or Adobe

Acrobat (.pdf) format. Click on whichever format
you prefer to have it downloaded to your screen.

If you choose the Excel version, you can use the
tabs at the bottom of the worksheet to access either
a full member list or a list of board members.

If you choose the Adobe version, the first page
will be a list of board members and the second
page will be the full member list.

If you have any questions, comments, or 1. Look around.
suggestions concerning our website, contact our T

webmaster Phyllis Muska pmuska@windstream.net

or Communications Director Susan Longacre 3. Send it in.

SusanlLongacre@chevron.com.

March 30th

Don't miss out on "Take a Walk in the Park Day." It is an opportunity for exercise and
relaxation.

Are you stressed out? A walk in the park (or in our nature centers) is just what the
doctor ordered. It is calming and therapeutic. Taken after a busy work day, it helps clear
your mind and re-energize you. Or, take the walk during lunch and you will find the
afternoon of work goes by quicker and easier.

A walk in the park will likely be the most enjoyable part of your day. However, make
sure to do so with a clear mind and with your eyes open. In addition to avoiding a fall,
open eyes will allow you to take in the beauty of nature's wonders: flowers, trees,
birds, and wildlife.

Tip: Take a walk in the park with a friend or loved one. It will prove far more enjoyable
if you have company on your walk.


http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=HC%20TMN%20contest%20entry
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=HC%20TMN%20contest%20entry
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:pmuska@windstream.net?subject=Website%20Tips
mailto:SusanLongacre@chevron.com
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Earth Day Celobration & Mafive Plant Sale

co-sponsored by
Riverside Nature Center and the Native Plant Society of Texas - Kerrville Chapter.

Saturday  April 17 8 a.m. fo 3 p.m.

Speakers, Displays, Kids' Activities, and More! Free Family Fun!

Master Naturalist volunteers are participating in support of our partner,
Riverside Nature Center, in this opportunity to share information about
native plants, butterflies, and rainwater harvesting with the public.

The Native Plant Sale begins at 8 a.m.

A variety of native and adaptive perennials, shrubs, succulents, trees, and more selected from
nurseries across Central Texas will be available. Native plants grow better in our Hill Country
soil and are well-adapted to our drought conditions.

Fun and informative presentations begin at 10 a.m.

10:00 a.m.: Is Rainwater Harvesting for You? Presented by TMN Bill Perkison, this presentation
will discuss various considerations to help you decide if rainwater collection is right for you. The
cost of municipal water, the cost of rainwater collection, landscape requirements, and how to
catch the rain will be discussed. Learn how to build a system and the expected cost of a work-
ing system for your home.

11:30 a.m.: Insect-A-Mania Join Craig Hensley for a fun-filled, hands-on look at the world of six
-legged critters. Learn to appreciate insect diversity and their roles in the eco-system. You'll
stare eye to compound eye at a variety of insects through microscopes and learn who's who in
the insect world. We'll provide the nets - so be ready to head into the field to catch and release
live specimens after the presentation!

Activities for kids will start at 9 a.m. with crafts and fun projects to create and take home.

Enjoy the popular Live Butterfly Tent run by chapter members Cathy Downs, Kevin Pillow,
and Koy Coffer!

Visit displays presented by Riverside Nature Center, the Kerrville Chapter of NPSOT, Upper

Guadalupe River Authority, Hill Country Master Gardeners, Kerr County Cactus and Succulent
Society, and our Hill Country Chapter.

Please come out and join the fun!
Priscilla Stanley says, “Many thanks to so many of you who will be generously volunteering at this event.”

Volunteers: Please report your hours under KR-02-A for Youth/ Adult Education at Riverside.


http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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This wonderful photograph was taken by Garry Speir at James Kiehl River Bend Park on February
22, Garry is a member of the Class of 2009 and is on the Kendall County Partnership for Parks
Board of Directors. He is one of our best volunteers! Garry says, “I was on the trail down by the
river not to far from the bridge. Saw this little jewel sitting on a cypress limb over the river and then
noticed there were at least five of them together. They were flying out over the grass and feeding
but moved on pretty quickly.” Thank you, Garry!

|| The first Blue Bird nest at James Kiehl River
Bend Park. Six houses are located in the
park’s prairie. This mother bird chose House
No. 2 and nested during July 2009. The houses
were donated and installed by Kendall County
Partnership for Parks (KCPP) in May 2008.
KCPP and Master Naturalist volunteers monitor
the houses. Many blue birds were spotted in
the park during January and February. We are
hoping for 100% occupancy this year!



http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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An ambitious new web site called The Look of Nature:
Designing Texas State Parks in the Great Depression
explores the architectural heritage of the Civilian Conservation
Corps still visible in state parks. The CCC was a depression- B
era federal program that put unemployed young men to
work on public works projects across the country. President |
Franklin Roosevelt created the program in 1933, and it
employed 2.5 million 17-to-25-year-old men and World War g
| veterans on nearly 3,000 camps across the country.
Workers were paid $30 per month — $25 was sent directly to their families. As the economy began
to rebound and World War Il shifted national priorities, the program was ended during the summer
of 1942. Between 1933 and 1942, some 50,000 CCC workers in Texas laid the groundwork for
more than 50 parks across the state, 29 are operated by TPWD today. http://texascccparks.org/

My grandfather, C.O. Austin, was a member of the CCC. -
He worked on parks in West Texas and Arizona. ® & e
The young men were proud of their work , the ability to send
support to their families, and enjoyed the camaraderie of the
camps. Just this year, a gentleman called to say he had
worked with my granddad in the CC camp over 70 years ago.
Kristie Denbow |

Do you have a
relative that
worked in the

CCC?
Tell us their story!

WILDLIFE

You're invited to join the biggest, longest, wildest bird watching tournament in the United States!
Who: Birders of all ages and abilities
What: The 14th Annual Great Texas Birding Classic

When: Various tournaments for all ages, abilities and Texas coastal regions from
April 24 - May 2, 2010 (during the spring migration!)

Why: To have fun outside with friends and family and to support habitat conservation on the
Texas coast. Winning teams get to select which projects are funded. To date, this event has
donated $686,000 directly to on-the-ground habitat conservation projects.

Learn more at www.birdingclassic.org!



http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.birdingclassic.org
http://texascccparks.org/
http://texascccparks.org/
http://texascccparks.org/
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From Cynthia Johnson, Linda Pillow, Tom Collins

Improve your ID skills

From Riverside Nature Center Weekly Fauna Census, March 5.
The highlight was a Hutton’s Vireo that hung high in the bare branches against an overcast sky.

The Hutton’s Vireo has the general shape of a
kinglet but more heavy-bodied with a well rounded
head. It also differs in the strong wing bars,
heavier/stubby bill, and is not as “flitty” (my
adjective) - active, but more deliberate in its
movements.

The facial pattern was difficult to make out, but
under good light the broken eye ring and pale
lores can be seen. This is a dingy little bird with
little or no color. I got the impression that it had
a pale yellow/buff wash to the flanks, but could not be confident due to the poor light.

The closest species to eliminate in our territory is a Bell’'s Vireo. The Bell’s flanks and vent are
yellow — a brighter bird - and I consider the bill to be bigger - longer.

From Cynthia Johnson, Harriet Warren, and Tom Collins

From the Riverside Nature Center Weekly Fauna
Census, February 26.

Hiding in the shadows of the woods was a probable
Swamp Rabbit.

I have seen this species (maybe not the same one)
before, but have written them off as unusual Hill Country
cottontails. Tony Gallucci sent me a note a while back
saying that he has had records of swamp rabbits along
the Guadalupe River in the past.

The distribution of the swamp rabbit is typically along the
: T e ™ e coastal zones, but they do show up along a line east of I-37
B Ao WY N / SSZ N to Bexar County then east of I-35 up to the Red River.

A, ) 5 20 RO

I'm not sure how to get positive ID short of catching the rabbit, but based on my past observa-
tions of many swamp rabbits in Brazoria County, I would call the one we saw a Sylvilagus
aquaticus (Swamp Rabbit). www.nsrl.ttu.edu/TMOT1/sylvagua.htm

Catching one may be difficult as they are reported to be able to run 45 MPH while doing a zig-
zag pattern. Swamp rabbits can conceal themselves by lying in water with only their noses ex-
posed and are adapt at swimming across rivers, bayous, and ponds. They prefer river bottoms
and marshy areas. The genus name Sylvilagus is from the Latin word syl/va (forest) and the
Greek word /agos (hare).



http://www.nsrl.ttu.edu/TMOT1/sylvaqua.htm
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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Last Chance Forever
The Bird of Prey Conservancy

P. O. Box 460993 * San Antonio, Texas 78246-0993
PIIONE (210) 499-4080 FAX (210) 499-4305
www lastchanceforever.org  Email..raptorfidde.net

Dear Cynthia,

Thank you for your recent gift of $50. As a supporter of Last Chance Forever The
Bird of Prey Conservancy, you are helping us rescue and care for the 240 to 300
raptors that pass through our facility each year. These birds of prey come from far
and near to receive lifesaving surgery, recover from exposure to toxins, or ta be
raised as orphans, They all carry important messages about our stewardship of the

Raptor Rehabilitation, Release, Research & Public Education

We received this letter
from John Karger
expressing appreciation for
the chapter’s contribution
to Last Chance Forever.

Cynthia Burgin is our
Project Coordinator.
KL-09-A

The next
Last Chance Forever
service day is scheduled

land we share with them.

for Tuesday, March 23 at

Your generosity and concern helps us to perform a service to raptors that is .
9 a.m. till whenever.

unequaled in Texas. Our center is critically located in a vital segment of their
migration route. Thousands of raptors come through this area to winter in south
Texas, and each spring return through this area as they head north to their breeding
territories. Working together we can ensure that future generations are able to
enjoy the beauty of a wild raptor in flight.

Yours Truly, (f% :/W/o %""ﬁ %

Aoyin Karger
“xecutive Director

Bring a lunch and drinks.

Chairs are a plus for
resting and talking.

Hope to see everyone there!

Contact Cynthia Burgin at
210-381-4121 or
cburgin@omniglobal.net
for information
and directions.

4th Annual Hill Country Alliance photo contest

v The Texas Hill Country is a photographer’s paradise. Creeks are
once again flowing and the forecast calls for a green spring
. . with plenty of wildflowers. Now is the time to dust off your
hl||(:0untrya||lance.0rg camera and head outside to capture the beauty and mystique of
this special region.

The 4th Annual Hill Country Alliance photo contest opened March 1 and runs through May 31.
Winners receive not only cash prizes, but will be featured in the popular Hill Country calendar
produced each fall by the Hill Country Alliance (HCA).

Entering the contest is easy. Contestants can enter up to
four photos online at www.hillcountryalliance.org.

Great Hill Country photographs illustrate what's unique about
the area and showcase the natural and rural heritage of the
Texas Hill Country. While many people naturally think about
the scenic beauty of the region, other great subjects for the
photo contest include: people enjoying nature; historic
towns; ranches and agricultural activities; wildlife and wild-
flowers; and of course, springs, creeks, rivers and lakes.

Photographer: Rusty Ray
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TPWD Unveils 2010 Texas Land and Water Plan

Regional Watershed Forums Created For Ongoing Input, Implementation

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
has completed a major revision of its Land
and Water Resources Conservation and
Recreation Plan, which is now available to
the public. The year-long process created 12
regional forums based on river watersheds
to promote dialogue and joint planning with
outside stakeholders and field staff.

"We wanted a plan that all our employees
and many supporters could easily under-
stand and embrace to make it real and
useful for on-the-ground conservation and
recreation, and we got it," said Scott Boruff,
TPWD deputy executive director for opera-
tions, who led the team planning effort.

"Hundreds of employees and stakeholder
groups worked long hours to make the 2010
Land and Water Plan a true living document
that will guide our operational activities and
tie to our budget. The creation of regional
forums will make sure we regularly check in
with our far-flung field employees and local
stakeholders to stay nimble and on track."

Instead of drafting a revised plan at the
Austin headquarters and sending it out for
field and stakeholder input, the department
created the regional forums and asked them
to take the 2005 plan and start from scratch
to completely revise it as needed.

The result is a simpler document with four
main goals instead of eight. The 2005 plan
was 138 pages in .pdf form, and had 76
pages of background before getting to the
goals. The 2010 plan is 68 pages, with fewer
words and more photos and graphics to
immediately engage readers. Each page
pulls out examples of measurable action
items, such as "On an annual basis, 39
million fingerlings will be stocked in Texas
waters, 24 million in Texas bays and 15 mil-
lion in rivers, lakes and reservoirs."
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The four new goals represent four key concepts:
conservation, recreation, education and
business. In full, the goals read:

1. Practice, encourage and enable science-based
stewardship of natural and cultural resources

2. Increase access to and participation in the
outdoors

3. Educate, inform and engage Texas citizens
in support of conservation and recreation

Employ efficient, sustainable and sound
business practices

The plan complements TPWD's legislatively-
directed strategic plan called the Natural
Agenda, which ties department activities and
budgeting to legislative oversight and
appropriations.

It also meshes with other TPWD plans such
as the Texas Wildlife Action Plan. Created in
2005, this plan was required for Texas to
continue receiving millions of dollars in
federal funding. The wildlife action plan
provides a proactive blueprint to "keep common
species common" and avoid additional
endangered species, focusing conservation
actions on priority species and ecological
regions. The wildlife action plan will be
updated in 2010.

This spring, the 12 Conservation and Recreation
Forums across the state will meet again to
discuss how to implement the Land and
Water Plan in their watersheds and consider
any changing conditions or developing issues.
A list of representatives for each forum is on
the TPWD Web site, where anyone can also
access the plan in .pdf form.

tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/nonpwdpubs/
landandwaterplan/
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Hill Country Chapter

Board of Directors 2010
John Huecksteadt - President
Sandy Pena - Vice President
Gracie Waggener - Secretary
Cathy Downs - Treasurer
Steve Dodge - Director of Advanced Training
Director of Class Training
Susan Longacre - Director of Communications
Koy Coffer - Director of Membership
Priscilla Stanley - Director of Volunteer Service Projects
Laura Baker - 2009 New Class Representative

Jim Stanley - Immediate Past President

OUR WEBSITE HAS MORE
INFORMATION!

grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn

We meet the fourth Monday of each
month (excluding December) at 7:00pm

at Riverside Nature Center,

150 Francisco Lemos Street in Kerrville.
We welcome and encourage visitors.

Please join us.

Lindheimera texana: Texas Star

Texas Master Naturalist mission:

To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated
to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities.

Questions about our chapter?

Contact Koy Coffer
Membership Director
kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org
830-792-3070

The Texas Star newsletter is a monthly publication of the
Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program.

News, information, comments, and ideas are always welcome.

Please contact Kristie Denbow, denbow@gvtc.com.

Naturalist . ..
/ AgriLIFE EXTENSION

Texas A&M System
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