
HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER 

Quail and other grassland birds, 

along with their habitat, 
will be the focus of our 
meeting.  Kyle Brazil,    

Program Manager, will  
present Audubon Texas 

Quail and Grassland Bird 
Initiative and its goal to   
restore quail to their  

populations of 20 years 
ago through improved 

practices of grassland ecosystems. 

Quail serve as an ―indicator species‖  

and their decline mirrors the regression 

of many other grassland bird 
and wildlife populations.  

Kyle‘s philosophy of wildlife 
management is simple -  

―it‘s all about habitat!‖                   

Learn more about the Initiative 

at sabalpalmaudubon.org/Quail. 

Join us at 7:00p.m., Monday, 
May 24 in the Upper Guadalupe 

River Authority Lecture Hall at 125 
Lehmann Drive in Kerrville. 

MAY  MEETING ... AUDUBON QUAIL AND GRASSLAND BIRD INITIATIVE 

maintain vertical equilibrium than 

about the physics of it.  

So imagine the class‘s utter surprise 
one fresh, spring Iowa morning 
when Mrs. Gimbel abruptly ceased 

her lesson, clasped her hands    
together in front of her, and let out 

a scream of ecstasy no one would 
ever have ascribed to her. She 
rushed to the large paned windows 

on the east side of the classroom 
and veritably swooned over a male 

cardinal which had just landed in 
the sunlight on the gray concrete 
sill outside. That‘s all I remember, 

but I remember it like it was this 
morning. And, the neat thing is, 

that‘s all I need to remember.  

How many times since I grew up 
and long lost any ability to contact 

Mrs. Gimbel have I saddened at 
not being able to tell her about the 
beautiful gift she gave me that 

morning? The older I get and more 

ecstatic I become at the little  

Mrs. Gimbel and a Cardinal Moment 

In third grade at Garfield School in 
Davenport, Iowa, my science 

teacher was Mrs. Gimbel. To us 
eight-year-olds she struck a most 

imposing visage with her stout five 
feet five inches and 165 pounds. 
(Forgive me, Mrs. Gimbel, if I   

misremember on the high side.) To 
say she was ―top-heavy‖ doesn‘t 

begin to do justice to the names  
we had for her. She had an austere 
look to her and the yardstick she 

kept in the cloakroom reminded 
many a posterior that she could 

back up her stern exterior.  

At that time science and nature 
meant no more to me than to any 
eight-year-old. Probably the best 

metaphor for my interest in the 
natural world in those days was  

vaporizing black ants on the side-
walk with my Cracker Jack prize 
lens. I was curious, but probably 

more about Mrs. Gimbel‘s ability to 
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miracles around me in the Texas spring, the sadder 

I get that I can‘t tell her.  

Even though I didn‘t know it at the time, Mrs. Gimbel 
changed me. A physically un-alluring woman started 

me on a journey of allurement I could never have 

imagined. The least became a catalyst for the most. 

What these thoughts tell me, over and over again, 

is that we need to be Mrs. Gimbel for some young 
boy or girl... heck, even for our cranky old German 
neighbor. We need to surprise them with our       

enthusiasm, joy, delight, ecstasy. You never know 
when our shouts of joy will bestow some priceless 

gift on them. 

President‘s Message continued. 

Appreciating quail means more than just enjoying the bobwhite’s 

whistle on a summer day or a covey’s flush in December.                       

Appreciation in this sense means to judge with heightened awareness.                                                                                                             

Do you appreciate the dilemmas faced on a daily basis by quail?  
 

Dale Rollins 

 

 Do you know?
 

     Texas has experienced a 75% loss in bobwhites             

and a 66% loss in scaled quail.  
Although culprits such as roadrunners, raccoons,       

cattle egrets, skunks, hawks, weather, and especially 
fire ants are often blamed for the demise of quail, 
the fundamental reason for declining quail  

numbers is loss of habitat. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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TEXAS INVADERS REFRESHER CLASS     AT 10-053                                                                         

 Saturday, May 22, RNC                                                                                                        

 Presenter: Travis Gallo, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center                               

 Learn to properly collect and report data for the Texas Invaders Project.                   

 Contact Phyllis Muska, pmuska@windstream.net, for reservations. 

 

RAINWATER HARVEST WORKSHOPS     AT 10-065, AT 10-067, AT 10-068 

 Saturday, May 15, June 12, or July 10; 9 - noon; CNC auditorium and visit to Kight installation; 

 Members $25; non-members $35. Pre-registration required. Limited to 30. Call 830-249-4616.  

 John Kight, engineer and rainwater catchment owner gives the latest technological information 

 and the most practical advice.  His system comfortably supplies delicious water for all household 

 and landscape needs.  

 

SUSTAINABLE CONCEPT HOUSE WORKSHOP     AT 10-066 

 Saturday, May 29, 9 -noon, CNC Pavilion, Members $20; non-members $25. 

 The Adams family has lived in the Sustainable Concept House for one year and will share their  

 insights on what works and what doesn't in the home and the yard.  Program will include:  in

 -ground rainwater storage, sub-surface drip irrigation and gray water reclamation for outdoor watering. 



RARE AND ENDANGERED PLANTS OF THE HILL COUNTRY – ARTIST‘S PERSPECTIVE     AT 10-070                 

 Tuesday, June 8, 7p.m., RNC, Kerrville Chapter of NPSOT monthly meeting                                          

 A fun presentation by botanical illustrator, Lotus McElfish.  She will share her techniques for    

 finding and creating plant portraits.   

 

The chapter is now accepting applications                                
for the Class of 2010.  

 

 

 Some of our best prospects for the new class                      
 come from member referrals.  

  

Talk with friends and family in Bandera, Gillespie, Kendall, and Kerr 
counties about joining us and becoming a Texas Master Naturalist. 

 

 

Ask them to email our Director of Membership Koy Coffer, kcoffer@texas-
wildlife.org, and request an application or they can visit our website at                

grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn.  
 

 
 

Classes begin August 25 and end with commencement on November 17.  
 

Applications must be postmarked by July 16. 

 
NOW ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:pmuska@windstream.net
mailto:kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org?subject=Class%20of%202010
mailto:kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org?subject=Class%20of%202010
mailto:kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org?subject=Class%20of%202010
grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn


                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

 
 

My name is Steve Dodge.  I am now serving in my   

second year as Director of Advanced Training.   
 

Most of my responsibilities fall within two areas.  The 

first is to review and approve various Advanced Training 

(AT) opportunities as they present themselves.  Much 

of our chapter‘s AT comes through the presentations 

made at monthly chapter meetings.  Our chapter vice 

presidents have done an outstanding job providing 

speakers that build on the core curriculum we received 

in our initial training.  We also get AT from short 

courses presented by the Texas AgriLife Extension               

Service and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  In 

addition, a broad range of suitable courses are provided 

by Cibolo Nature Center, Fredericksburg Nature Center, 

and Riverside Nature Center.  Many other groups also          

supply opportunities that meet our criteria for AT. 
 

The majority of courses are given within our geographic 

area, but if notified in advance I can approve training 

given outside chapter boundaries.   
 

My second area of responsibility is to notify our chapter 

members of the various opportunities as they arise.  

Our very talented and able webmaster, Phyllis Muska, 

has set up the chapter website so that I can use the 

calendar to post events, assign AT codes, and        

automatically send email notifications as each AT      

opportunity is entered into the calendar.  The calendar 

then provides a continuing record of AT codes which our 

members can refer to when they report AT hours.   
 

As Director of Advanced Training I have had a great 

chance to learn the full range of interests and topics on 

which our members have chosen to focus. I have      

enjoyed serving on the HCMN board in this role and am 

glad to have been able to make this contribution.      

  

Steve Dodge 

BANDERA 

KENDALL 
 

 

KERR 

GILLESPIE  
 

 

FOUR COUNTY FACTS 

Director of Advanced Training
Director of Advanced Training  

Texas Star 

Panther Creek    

Pleasant Valley    

Sisterdale (Zink's Settle-

ment) 

South Grape Creek   

Walnut Grove   

Waring (Waringford, Mainz, 

Windsor) 

Welfare (Bonton, Joseway)  

Hulda (Tosca) 

Millville (Stonewall) 
Pedernales 

Pumpkinville (Tivydale) 
Rocky Hill (Zodiac) 
Spring Garden (Spring 

Creek) 
Squaw Creek 

Tivydale 
Veto 
Willow City (Willow) 

The rest of the                             

historic settlements. 
 

Sharon 

Sorgo  

Tarpley (Hondo Cañon) 

Vanderpool (Bugscuffle, 

Cana, Eagle Rock, Nalyon) 

Reservation  

Resort (Iola, Minters, Nelson)  

Schreiner  

Turtle  

Vix  

Waltonia 



 

 Plants and Seeds 

 

Wildflower Sprigs Grass Seeds Wildflower Seeds 

Maximilian sunflower Bushy bluestem Prairie coneflower 

Inland sea oats Caliche Mix Maximilian sunflower 

  Midway Mix Indian Blanket 

  Green sprangletop Lemon mint 

  Sideoats grama Scarlet Sage 

Grass Sprigs Prairie Rye Common sunflower 

Eastern gamagrass Little bluestem   

Switchgrass Yellow indian grass   

Lindheimer muhly Purple threeawn   

A native plant restoration project along   

Kerrville‘s Town Creek is in full swing this 

month.  The project involves revegetation of 

the easement created for a new city sewer 

line that was constructed on the banks of 

Town Creek. 

This sewer line starts at a lift station just 

north of the Main Street bridge and continues 

to Holdsworth Drive.  Eventually, the line will 

extend under Interstate 10 and terminate at 

James Avery Craftsman. 

The goal is to plant the area with native 

grasses and plants to help reduce erosion 

during high water events.  At the invitation of 

the Assistant City Manager of Kerrville, local 

volunteers from the Texas Master Naturalist – 

Hill Country Chapter and Native Plant Society 

of Texas helped with the project design and 

ground preparation.   

These volunteers planted sprigs of native 

grasses and wildflowers on the banks of Town 

Creek just north of the Main Street bridge 

by Susan Longacre 

and just below the Schreiner Street crossing.    

Areas where bank run-off and erosion are 

major concerns are receiving extra attention. 

Straw mats in these areas are intended to 

hold grass seed in place until it can sprout. 

More than 175 pounds of native grass and 

wildflower seed are being scattered on city 

property and the sewer easement.   

Spring rains and mild weather will help this 

vegetation get started.  If rain and birds do 

not remove the seed, grasses and colorful 

wildflowers will be seen across these areas 

this summer. 

Some seed is being saved for re-seeding in 

the fall, once the heat of summer is broken.  

The gleaners group at Riverside Nature Center 

will also donate seed for the fall planting.   

Expect to see more volunteer activity along 

the banks of Town Creek in the fall.   
 

Project Contact: 

Jim Gardner, jimg@mccollom.com, 830-896-1122 

TOWN CREEK NATIVE PLANT RESTORATION PROJECT: 

City of Kerrville Partners with the  

Hill Country Chapter of Texas Master Naturalist 
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photos by Stephanie Stone Perry 

TOWN CREEK NATIVE PLANT RESTORATION PROJECT 
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Stephanie Stone Perry, Oliver Stone Perry,      

Barbara Lowenthal, Julie Clay, Jonah Stone Perry, 

and Jason Perry take a break for the camera. 

Julie Clay, Barbara Lowenthal, and Susan Sander 

discuss observations. 

Jason Perry, Scott Clay, Jonah Stone Perry, and 

Julie Clay prepare planting holes for sprigging. 
Susan Sander, Barbara Lowenthal, Julie Clay, 

Susan Longacre, and Edna Platte plan for seeding. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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These dedicated chapter members received recertification at our April meeting: Garry Speir, Ward 
Miller, Julie Clay, Guy Harrison, Gracie Waggener, Bob McKinley, Norma Bruns, Virginia de Wolf, 
and Lars Nielsen. 

Tom Collins, Kerr County 

 

 

 

Monthly chapter meetings will now occur in the  

 

 

Guadalupe Basin Natural Resources Center  

at 125 Lehmann Drive in Kerrville. 
Our popular monthly programs attract                              

a wide audience of members and                                    

prospective Master Naturalists.                                                                          

The Lecture Hall accommodates 100 attendees. 
 

Remember to arrive early to chat with                          

members and guests during our                                                

social half hour beginning at 6:30. 

in the  

Upper Guadalupe River Authority                   
Lecture Hall                                                                    

NOTICE 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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at Kerr Wildlife Management Area 
 

Keep Saturday, June 12, open to attend                           

the chapter spring picnic. 

 

This spring‘s picnic will be at  

Kerr Wildlife Management Area  

in the newly-opened auditorium. 

 

The picnic usually starts around 1p.m.,                           

but read below about the possibility of                               

activities planned for the morning. 

 

Food will be ―self-catered.‖  Bring your own food and drinks, table, linens, candelabras, utensils, 

La-Z-Boy… whatever.  The chapter will not supply food or drink at this event.  Please remember 

that alcoholic beverages are not allowed within KWMA.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

We will have a forb, grass, and tree identification hike at 10a.m.  What a great time of year and 

very special (wet) year to see new species and drill some old friends into your memory.            

The wildflowers should be awesome. 
 

KWMA is prime Black-capped Vireo and Golden-cheeked Warbler territory.  We are looking for 

volunteers to lead walks before and/or after we eat to try to spot these birds.  If you have not 

seen them this will be a great opportunity to do so.  Having participated in the Christmas Bird 

Count at KWMA for several years, I can tell you there are many species in the area, including a 

roadrunner that has faithfully shown herself to be counted  every Christmas. 

  

Contact John Huecksteadt, johnh@beecreek.net,  
if you are interested in joining the hunt or in helping with any other activity. 

Besides food, drink, and chairs 

you might also consider bringing: 
 

 Sunscreen 

 Hat or head protection 

 Shades 

 Guides and books 

 Hiking boots or shoes 

 Insect repellant 

 Binoculars 

 Camera 

 Extra drinking water 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:johnh@beecreek.net?subject=Picnic
mailto:johnh@beecreek.net?subject=Picnic
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Lots of useful information from various sources 

is available through the Articles, Links, and 
Resources option off the Main Menu of our web 

site. From the Main Menu, go to the More     
Information section, then select Articles, Links, 

and Resources. Under Articles, you‘ll find timely 
items on various topics such as water issues, 

deer corn, and quail.  The Links section takes 
you to the web sites of our partners, presenters, 

and organizations of interest. A new link in this 
section is www.howjsay.com, a  guide to    

pronunciation of all those difficult terms we 
come across in our activities and projects. Finally, 

the Resources section contains reference documents 

such as a list of experts in our four-county area.  

If you know of an article or link that would be 

helpful to other Master Naturalists, contact our 
webmaster Phyllis Muska, pmuska@windstream.net. 

 

 

Your name  

here! 

HEY, WHAT IS THAT ? 

Be the first to identify the 

photo below and the      

psychedelic dragonfly is 

yours next month.        

ENTER TO WIN! 

Editor‘s note: Last month‘s photograph did 
not reproduce as well as I had hoped,    
making it virtually impossible to identify 
the hidden object.  We will try this one later 

with a better image. 

Terrific attempts to identify what‘s 

hidden were received from                          
Lee Kneupper, Lars Nielsen, and 

Marilyn Murrmann. 

Last Month 
The Texas AgriLife Bookstore now 
has a direct link to Texas Master 
Naturalist supplies available for                
on-line purchase.   
 

The bookstore has a whole wardrobe 
of TMN shirts, polar fleece jackets, 
patches, hats, as well as TMN                

curricula and other books like Aldo Leopold's 
Sand County Almanac.  

Be sure to check out our bargain item - the TMN 
10th Anniversary T-shirt.  It makes for a good 
TMN volunteer work shirt at an 
even better price.  

No more hunting for TMN items!                                      
Pictures coming soon. 

 

Find what you need at: agrilifebook-
store.org/publications_browse.cfm 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=HC%20TMN%20contest%20entry
https://agrilifebookstore.org/publications_browse.cfm
https://agrilifebookstore.org/publications_browse.cfm
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Master Naturalists may begin reserving accommodations                                                                                          
for the TMN Annual Meeting and Advanced Training  

  

The 11th Texas Master Naturalist Statewide Annual Meeting and Advanced Training will be 

held October 22-24 at T Bar M Resort in New Braunfels.   

Overnight accommodations will be separate from the conference registration fee this year.  
Members should begin reserving their rooms at T 

Bar M.  Conference registration is not yet available. 

A block of rooms is available for reservation at the 

special rate of $85.00 per night plus tax.  The rooms 
are extremely nice, hotel style rooms.  The majority 

of rooms are doubles that sleep up to four individuals.  
There are also a limited number of two and three 

bedroom condos available at $85.00 per bedroom.  

ROOM RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY SEPTEMBER 27.   

Room reservation may be made online - T Bar M's 
preferred method.  The instructions provided to us 

are as follows:  

 1. Go to www.tbarm.com  

2. Click on Reservations 

3. Click on Reserve Online 

4. Check T Bar M Groups & Conferences, then Continue 

5. Enter Group # txmasnat 

6. Enter Password ‗naturalist‘ 

7. Continue to date entry 

8. Enter correct data (you will need to select ‗2‘ as the number of nights) 

9. Search for availability 

10. Choose room type 

11. Verify all data, go to the bottom of the screen and continue 

12. Select SKIP Virtual store to continue with reservation 

13. Enter personal data on Reservation Entry Form 

14. Click Make Reservation 

15. Receive confirmation 

If you have questions concerning making a reservation or about T Bar M, please contact a             

reservationist at 800-292-5469 and reference reservation number 308734. 

Look!                                    

1ST ANNUAL COUNTRY DAY CELEBRATION  

June 20 at  Last Chance Forever in Comfort. 

Contact Cynthia Burgin, cburgin@omniglobal.net 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.tbarm.com
mailto:cburgin@omniglobal.net
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This excellent field 

guide by the USDA 
includes all fifty oak 

species east of the 
100th meridian which 

includes our area.  

Some of the names 
are different than 

what many of us 
use, but usually the 
alternate names will 

match our local use.   

The guide contains 

county distribution 
maps and two tables of 
best soil types for Red 

and White Oaks, plus a 
short description of 

typical habitat.  The 
rest of the guide discusses leaf characteristics and 

contains images of leaves and acorns.  There is a 

short glossary and additional references.  

It can be downloaded in a PDF file and easily read.  I 

suggest saving it to the local disk drive so it can be 
quickly recalled, plus the USDA may decide to    

delete it.  It is over 8 MB and does take a few   
minutes to download in high speed - forget it in dial-
up.  If anyone wants a copy I will be glad to make a 

CD that can be used to copy to their disk.   

http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/pdfs/fieldguide.pdf 
 

Editor’s note:  You may also email editor for a zip file. I 

downloaded the PDF file  in less than two minutes at 48.0 Mbps.  

From Tom Collins  From Barbara Lowenthal 

 

EMERALD ASH BORER                    

THREATENS TEXAS TREES 
 

Learn more at: 
 

nature.org/wherewework/          
northamerica/states/texas/news/

news3369.html 
 

emeraldashborer.info/ 

From Sandy Peña 

If you've ever gotten your tongue 

hopelessly twisted by some of the               
scientific names for plants and                

whatever, here is the link for you! 

A free online Talking Dictionary of            

English Pronunciation 

howjsay.com 

Join the Boerne Birders at                                            

JAMES KIEHL RIVER BEND PARK 
 

Saturday May 15 8-10a.m. 
 

Bird this Kendall County Park on the Guadalupe River.  
The park has grasslands and extensive wooded river 

frontage.  You will also find brush piles created and 
maintained by Kendall County Partnership for Parks. 

Join our friendly group - we welcome beginners 

and experienced birders to our monthly outings.  
Bring binoculars and favorite bird book. 
  

For more information, contact Jerry, gmcfar-

len@mcfarlenlaw.com or Delmar at 830-230-5551.  

BIRD WALK! 
 

Join us Saturday, May 22 for a stroll in 
Comfort at James Kiehl River Bend Park. 

 

Meet at Wild Birds Unlimited in Kerrville 
at 7:30a.m. to carpool to the park.                                        

Bring binoculars, drinks, and snacks. 
 

Lunch will follow. 
 

This is a fun park with plenty of brush 
piles, grassland, and riparian areas to 

hunt for migrating birds. 
 

Call the WBU store to sign up, 830-895-7393. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/pdfs/fieldguide.pdf
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=Oak%20Guide
http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/texas/news/news3369.html
http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/texas/news/news3369.html
http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/texas/news/news3369.html
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/
howjsay.com
http://www.kendallcountyparks.org
mailto:gmcfarlen@mcfarlenlaw.com
mailto:gmcfarlen@mcfarlenlaw.com


Butterfly folks, 

While I was out on the ranch I encountered two 

mating pairs of Monarchs.  One pair stayed  

suspended up in a oak, while the second pair 

(both in view at the same time) fell to the ground 

in the embrace you see in the photograph. I hope 

both pairs were successful as I have a tremendous 

number of very large Antelope horns on the 

ranch needing some caterpillars of which I have 

not found even an egg so far… 

From Tom Collins 
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ANNUAL DRAGONFLY DAYS  MAY 14-16 
 

WESLACO — Explore the amazing world of 
dragonflies and damselflies at the annual 

Dragonfly Days, being held May 14-16 at 
the Valley Nature Center and Estero Llano 

Grande State Park.  

Attendees can look forward to live music, 

arts and crafts, and learning more about 

these fascinating winged creatures. 

The Rio Grande Valley is known as one of 
the most biologically diverse areas in North 

America. More birds and butterflies are 
found here than in most parts of the           
country, as well as many different species 

of odonates, dragonflies, and damselflies.  

Visit the Valley Nature Center Web site     
valleynaturecenter.org/ or call 956-969-2475. 

 Value of Volunteer Time 

The updated value of volunteer time for 2009 is $20.85 per hour of service. 

This new figure will be used by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service and thus 

the Texas Master Naturalist Program when interpreting the impact of our     

volunteers' efforts.  The 2009 figure is up by 60 cents over the 2008 value.   
 

The chapter‘s new non-profit status makes it especially important that you submit 

your volunteer hours each month.  Time is money.  Granting agencies, foundations, and governments 

look for quantitative values of efforts spent on projects.  Dollar amounts are one of the best 

ways to illustrate an organization‘s contribution to the community. 
 

Just think, 40 hours times $20.85 per hour multiplied by each chapter member results in over 

$171,000.00 that our chapter contributes to our four-county area each year. 

Email Editor for a copy of this 24 page TPWD publication.   

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.valleynaturecenter.org/
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com
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From Koy Coffer 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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From the Riverside Nature Center Fauna Census 

We observed two Green Kingfishers.  Perhaps they will nest along the 

creek bank.  According to Hal Harrison‘s Western Birds’ Nests, Green 

Kingfisher pairs will nest in high banks of rivers, creeks, and sloughs.  

They burrow as much as three feet into the bank with a hole diameter of 

two to two and one half inches.  The entrance is concealed with vines 

and other vegetation. The nest can have three to six oval white eggs                

averaging a little over one inch in diameter.   
 

In Texas and Arizona, the species seems to need clear-water habitats.  

Due to urban development—loss of waterways through damming and 

irrigation - some previously freshwater systems have become muddied, 

and Green Kingfishers avoid them.  Recent conservation efforts have 

yielded small increases in the U.S. population of the species.  Unlike larger kingfishers, this one 

is able to make use of extremely small streams to find suitable nesting and foraging sites.  

Green Kingfishers eat mostly small fish, making shallow dives from perches over open water to 

capture prey in their bills.  
 

* Update - Flooding appears to have destroyed the Green Kingfisher nesting activity along the creek. 

Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle americana 

PollinatorLIVE: A Distance Learning Adventure 
 

While pollinators may come in small sizes, they play a large and often undervalued role in the 
production of the food we eat, the health of flowering plants, and the future of wildlife. A      
decline in the numbers and health of pollinators over the last several years poses a significant 

threat to biodiversity, global food webs, and human health, according to scientists. 

PollinatorLIVE is continuing last year‘s distance learning adventure that focused on monarch 
butterflies.  This year‘s FREE distance learning adventure will feature pollinators, citizen science 
projects, and gardening.  In addition, PollinatorLIVE will keep you up-to-date with the latest 

about monarch butterflies.  For more information and to register, go to pollinatorlive.pwnet.org.   

Join us for a series of live interactive web casts, web seminars, and satellite field trips about 

pollinators, gardening, and conservation.  PollinatorLIVE is geared toward students, but there are 
activities of interest to all.  Register for PollinatorLIVE and participate in the following web casts:  
 

May 12, 2010, join us at the National Zoo in Washington, D.C. from 10 a.m. to 1:30p.m. CST.   

September 2010 (date TBA), join us for PollinatorLIVE: Honey Bees, Native Bees, and More.  
Bees are the champion pollinators and need pollen and nectar from a variety of sources.  That‘s 

a good thing for people since one out of three bites of food is the result of pollinators.   

April 13, 2011, join us at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Texas for Nature‘s Partners:  

Pollinators, Plants, and People. Meet the pollinators and their plants and learn how people benefit. 

PollinatorLIVE is brought to you by the USDA Forest Service – Conservation Education and 

many other sponsors and partners. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://pollinatorlive.pwnet.org.
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You Can Help Quail! 
Remember, if a management practice is quail-friendly, it 
is likely benefiting a suite of other species such as the Red

-cockaded Woodpecker, Texas horned lizard and Lesser 
Prairie Chicken. Do your part to ensure that Texas land-

scapes are managed for a wide diversity of native wildlife. 
 

• Buy a hunting license – even if you may not hunt – funds 

generated are used in all TPWD conservation programs. 

• Promote sustainable, nature-based tourism efforts that    

provide an income incentive to manage and conserve habitat. 

• Join groups like Audubon Texas, Texas Master Naturalist 

program, and Texas Wildlife Association, that cultivate an 

appreciation for all wildlife. 

• Support educational efforts like the Bobwhite Brigade to 

instill future leaders with knowledge about quail habitat. 

• Support and assist quail habitat management and 

demonstration efforts. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER WEEKLY FAUNA CENSUS 

Tom Collins reports: We heard a bird call similar to a cicada (as Sibley describes it – whining, 

rising ―zhweeee‖) that was buried in my memory banks and not until it gave its more typical 

―chuck‖ call did I recognize it as a Hermit Thrush.  I had not heard 

 this call in several years and do not believe 

 the Hermit Thrush gives it in the winter. 

 The last time was about this same time of 

 year at the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory in 

 Lake Jackson where I frequently birded 

 and volunteered.  We also heard the 

 American Robin singing – so we had a two 

 thrush day.  Hermit Thrush/sounds 

American_Robin/sounds 

Two new species were added:                                                     

House Wren and Common Sootywing butterfly. 

These two additions bring our bird list to 129 species plus three taxa, 

and our butterfly list to 75 species (documented) plus an additional  

10 species that were on an 10/05 checklist that cannot be confirmed.  

Observers: Pat Beecher, Tom Collins, Cynthia Johnson, Richard Redman, Tom Schall, and Harriet Warren 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Hermit_Thrush/sounds
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Robin/sounds


WINGS OVER THE HILLS              

Nature Festival  

Spring 2011 
 

T he Friends of the Fredericksburg 

Nature Center, in partnership 
with the Fredericksburg Rotary 

Clubs, are planning a nature festival 
that showcases natural flight in the 
Hill Country, including birds, butterflies, 

dragonflies, and bats.  
 

The first of what hopefully will  become 
an annual festival is planned for 
April 29 to May 1, 2011.  

 
The festival will be in Fredericksburg, 

the main venues are Lady Bird Johnson 
Park and the Fredericksburg Nature 
Center. Numerous field trips are 

planned for other local attractions, 
such as Enchanted Rock and Old 

Tunnel Bat Cave. 
 
An undertaking like this requires 

the support of many volunteers. 
Master Naturalists should find this 

a wonderful opportunity to help the 
Hill Country community by assisting 

with the myriad tasks that go into 
making such a festival a success.  
 

As details of the festival become 
available we will share them in the 

Texas Star. 
 

Please direct questions to        
John Huecksteadt, 

johnh@beecreek.net. 
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From John Huecksteadt 

Why Do Most People Feel Happier on the Weekend? 

From construction laborers and secretaries to physicians and lawyers,  
people experience better moods, greater vitality, and fewer aches and 

pains from Friday evening to Sunday afternoon, concludes the first study 
of daily mood variation in employed adults published in the Journal of    
Social and Clinical Psychology.  That 'weekend effect' is largely associated 

with the freedom to choose one's activities and the opportunity to spend  
time with loved ones, the research found. 

mailto:johnh@beecreek.net?subject=Wings%20Festival
mailto:johnh@beecreek.net?subject=Wings%20Festival
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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Hill Country Chapter 

The Texas Star newsletter is a monthly publication of the             

Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program. 

News, comments, information, and ideas are always welcome. 

Please contact Kristie Denbow, denbow@gvtc.com. 

 
To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated 
to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities. 

Texas Master Naturalist mission: 

 

Lindheimera texana: Texas Star 

We meet the fourth Monday of each month 

(excluding December) at 7p.m. in the    

Upper Guadalupe River Authority                          

Lecture Hall                                                               

at 125 Lehmann Drive in Kerrville. 

  We welcome anyone interested in                    

our monthly topic and the Texas                     

Master Naturalist program.  

Please join us.  

Questions about our chapter?  
 

Contact Koy Coffer                                             
Membership Director 

kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org 
830-792-3070 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=HCMN%20Newsletter
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com
http://tce.tamu.edu/
http://masternaturalist.tamu.edu/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
mailto:kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org

