
HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER 

The Class Reception for new students 

will be held as the regular monthly 
meeting August 23 from 
6:30p.m. to 8:30 

p.m. in the Kerrville Arts 
and Cultural Center 

(KACC)  located at 228 
Earl Garrett Street in 
Kerrville.  A mixer will  

begin at 6:30 and      
refreshments will be 

served.  The program will include the 

President's Welcome from John  

Huecksteadt, Michelle Haggerty will 

welcome the class to the Texas Master 
Naturalist Program, the 

New Class Planning 
Committee and mentors 
will be recognized, and  

class members will be 
introduced.  Don't miss 

this opportunity to greet 
and meet our new class 

and visit with old friends.    

A map to KACC may be found here. 

AUGUST MEETING . . . . . CLASS OF 2010 RECEPTION 

“It‟s all about grass, grass, grass.” 

Make sure you understand the  

impact of everything you do with 

your land by educating yourself 

beforehand.  If you take cattle off 

your land, even temporarily, what 

will you do with the abundant 

grasses that spring up?  Even if 

you use grazing as a tool, make 

sure you understand what grazing 

plan will work best for you.  For 

example, do not make the mistake 

I did and not allow your cows to 

eat all the grasses, and then get 

them the heck out of there for a 

growing season at least.     

Otherwise you might be selecting 

against the really “good” grasses.  

I can tell you from experience that 

even one heifer will head straight 

for your Yellow indian grass and 

switchgrass and not quit until she 

has wiped it out... so fast it will 

make your head spin.                

Big Impact – Small Cost on an Acreage 

– Possible? 

At the July chapter meeting we heard 
David Bamberger say that you do 

not need a lot of money to make a 
positive impact on your land.  He 
stressed the need to start small, to 

not bite off more than you can chew, 
and to be willing to use a wheelbarrow 

and shovel.  

How I wish I could have retired at forty.  
In those days my wheelbarrow was 
my friend and I could heft a load without 

my spine making those sickening 
sounds.  I could work in the hot sun 

and humidity all day.  My joints did not 
ache just thinking about them and 
my titanium knees were still twenty 

years away.  Now I spend as much 
time looking at my watch to see how 

close it is to quitting time (on a good 

day, 10:30a.m.)  as I do working. 

So, here‟s my take on Mr. Bamberger‟s 

comments, at least regarding growing 
grass. And remember his com-

ment…  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ..... John Huecksteadt 
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Rare, Endangered, 

and Threatened               

in the Four Counties 

Campanula reverchonii  
Basin bellflower, 
Texas bluebell 

Gillespie County 

 

Norman G.Flaigg 

continued, page two. 

Volunteering is 

the foundation... 
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THIS MONTH WE HONOR  

Milestones 
  

Brushed Silver           

500 hours 
 

Marilyn Knight  
 

Bronze 250 hours  

Stephanie Perry  

2010 Re-Certification 

Wood Duck  

Charles Smith 

Harriet Warren 

Special First Year     

Re-Certification 
Wood Duck 

Robert Hansen 

Jason Perry 

First Year Certification 

Dragonfly 

Linda Louise Ross 
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President‟s Message continued. 

Will you have to cross-fence or even border-

fence to use managed grazing as a tool?                                     

Fences are an expensive proposition these 

days. Ask anyone who has put in even a six-wire 

cow fence lately.  What will you do with the fuel 

and thatch build up with the grazing pressure 

removed?  Do you have an appropriate mower, 

rake, baler, tractor, or even a lawn tractor or 

ATV?  Most of us with 10 to 30 acre properties 

did not plan for the expense of a tractor.  If we‟d 

bought 200 acres, maybe we would have, but if 

we could have afforded that much Hill Country 

land, buying equipment would probably not be a 

challenge. 

Okay, if managed grazing on small properties 

has its issues, what about prescribed burns?   

Is it possible to do prescribed burns to control 

your thatch and fuel load on small acreage?                    

When effective black lines and fire lanes can take 

up 20 to 30 percent of your land, it is difficult to 

imagine a burn plan to handle that prep work.  

How would you like to run a D-7 around the inside 

perimeter of your place - the same perimeter 

where all the cover is for wildlife?  As far as I am 

concerned,   considerations like these almost 

take prescribed burns out of your list of options.  

You will also find that prescribed burn associations 

tend to focus on the big landowners, the honest-to-

goodness ranchers. You will not get much attention 

with 15 to 30 acres, in my opinion. 

Tired of my belly-aching? I am, too, and kinda  

frustrated, but I‟m learning… learning that you 

really have to take David‟s advice to heart. You can 

only do so much, as disappointing as that may be.  

A truly good book teaches me better than to read it.  I 

must soon lay it down, and commence living on its hint. 

What I began by reading, I must finish by acting. 
 

                              Henry David Thoreau  

 

 Do you know?
 

Since 2002, the Hill Country Chapter has trained more 

than 200 volunteers and members have completed 

more than 50,000 service hours. 
 

Chapter volunteers have reached over 

49,000 youths and adults. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn


ADVANCED TRAINING .....Your chance to learn more  

Volume 8, No. 8                      grovesite.com/ tmn/ hcmn         Page 3 

 

AT 10-080  CANYON LAKE GORGE DOCENT TRAINING     

 August 27, Friday, River/ Lake/ Flood 
 September 3, Friday, Biology 

 September 10, Friday, Interpretation 
 September 17, Friday Saturday, Geology 

 September 24, Friday, First Aid         
 This training is offered only once a year. Advanced registaration required. Contact 
 Jaynellen Ladd at JLadd@gbra.org.       

 Members that desire to become Tour Docents must: 
 *  Complete the Canyon Lake Gorge training course, including learning the history and 

 geology of the gorge, first aid and CPR. 
 *  Agree to docent for two tours each month for a year. 
 DO NOT attend training if you are unable to fulfill the service commitments described above. 
 

AT 10-081  TEXAS WATERSHED STEWARDS  

 Thursday, August 26, 8a.m. - 4p.m., UGRA Lecture Hall, Kerrville 
 The Texas Watershed Stewards program is a free, day long workshop presented by Texas 
 AgriLife Extension that teaches participants everything they need to know about water 

 quality in Texas. Topics include what is a watershed, point and non-point source pollution,  state 
 water policy, best management practices, and more. Participants receive t-shirt and lunch.  

 Visit http:/ / tws.tamu.edu/ workshops/ online-registration to register.  

This program is Riverside Nature Center‟s newest program for children.  It is designed for 

kindergarten through third grade and is geared toward creating a love for and knowledge 
of the natural world.  View the program flyer at riversidenaturecenter.org. 
 

Spaces are open and scholarships are available. Please consider this program for your 

children or pass this information to families with kids in this age group.  Registration 
ends when the class is full or August 24. 
 

We really appreciate help spreading the word about this exciting and important program! 

 
 

In addition to recruiting students, the Junior Naturalist program still has volunteer 
opportunities available.  We are seeking teacher‟s assistants, substitute teachers, and 

Saturday teachers.  Volunteers do not need to be a certified or trained teacher to be a 

presenter in the Junior Naturalist program.  
 

Interested in helping to make this program a wonderful experience for children? If so, 
please contact Project Coordinator Stephanie Perry at perryfam@ktc.com.  KR-02-A 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:JLadd@gbra.org
mailto:JLadd@gbra.org
http://tws.tamu.edu/workshops/online-registration
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org/jr_naturalist/2010/default.htm
mailto:perryfam@ktc.com.?subject=Junior%20Naturalist


 

 
Director of  Volunteer Service Projects
Director of  Volunteer Service Projects  

Continued, page five. 

As with most Texas Master Naturalist activities, 

the Volunteer Service Project Director‟s activities 

are in support of our Texas Master Naturalist 

mission „To develop a corps of well-informed 

volunteers to provide education, outreach, and 

service dedicated to the beneficial management 

of natural resources and natural areas within 

their communities.‟  Clearly the goal of our 

organization is to provide these special volunteer 

services to our communities via our Volunteer 

Projects.   

In my view, the duties of the Volunteer Service 

Project Director are: 

· To facilitate and share new Volunteer 

Projects and new volunteer opportunities 

in existing projects with our members 

and our board. 

· To maintain a current Volunteer Projects 

table giving some basic information 

about each project and its activities.  

(The Project Coordinator for each project 

can give you much more information on 

their project.)  

· To approve new projects and assign a 

Project ID. 

· To answer any member questions about 

volunteering, such as finding a project, 

reporting volunteer hours, etc. 

· To attend the monthly board meeting.  

Our chapter offers a remarkable diversity in 

Volunteer Projects so that each member can 

find several projects that they really enjoy and 

where they can make meaningful contributions.   

Currently we have 73 Volunteer Projects   

approved for our chapter.  Some of these 

such as the Texas Nature Tracker projects   

(CC-02-A)  include multiple sub-projects.      

We have 6 Hill Country Chapter projects 

(HC-)  which include supporting our chapter 

and the state Master Naturalist program   

activities, as well as any nature presentations 

given by our members, either oral or written 

(such as nature-related newspaper articles) .  

We have 24 Cross-County projects (CC-)  

which can be done in any of our four counties.  

For our individual counties, there are 7 projects 

in Bandera, 10 in Gillespie, 11 in Kendall, 

and 15 in Kerr.   

Sometimes a project becomes inactive due 

to lack of volunteers.  Such a project can be 

re-activated when a member interested in 

becoming the new Project Coordinator    

contacts the Volunteer Projects Director for 

re-activation and publicity to find new     

volunteers.  Several excellent examples of 

this occurred this year.  Our new member, 

Lou McKaughan, re-focused our inactive   

Enchanted Rock State Natural Area Project 

to offer interpretative hikes and to protect 

rare plants in the vernal pools.  Member 

Anne Cassidy revived the project maintaining 

the native plant display garden at the Bandera 

County Library in downtown Bandera to    

encourage others to grow water-thrifty, easy

-care native plants.   

The state office provides us general guidance 

and specific examples to help us recognize 

the best projects for achieving our mission.  

These “best” projects all involve teaching 

others via direct contact, since this provides 

the best learning opportunity.  It is 

“acceptable” to have passive learning                

projects such as maintaining a native plant 

display garden with educational signage at a 

nature center or a park.  It is “unacceptable” 

to work with exotic animals or plants, such 

THE ROLE OF VOLUNTEER PROJECT DIRECTOR 
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as caring for injured Axis deer or planting 

vitex and ox-eye daisies at a school.  This 

guidance can be found on the new Texas 

Master Naturalist Program website at 

txmn.org, click Member Resources, and 

then Chapter Management Guidelines.  

When we report our hours we are asked to 

include direct contacts, which are the    

number of people attending a class that 

you teach or people you speak with individually, 

such as a plant docent at a native plant 

sale teaching a series of individuals.  Indirect 

contacts are the number of people that 

pass by a booth that you are manning 

(e.g. our Master Naturalist display, a Texas 

Forest Service fair booth etc.) .  Folks might 

see  the booth information, but you did not  

speak with them.  All of the data we report 

monthly assists the state office in obtaining 

funding to continue our Master Naturalist  

program.  Thus, please report your Volunteer 

hours and AT hours each month, not 

for pins or recognition, but to help our 

state office quantify the value of your 

work for grants, and to encourage 

other states to participate in the Master 

Naturalist program. 

Lastly, I am always eager to answer any 

questions you might have about volunteering.  

Volunteering is the foundation of our   

Master Naturalist program, it is very      

rewarding and I want it to be accessible   

to every member. 

Thanks, 

Priscilla Stanley 

jpbstan@ktc.com  

Director continued. Down by the Riverside 

 Native Plant Sale & Nature Festival 

Our annual Down By the Riverside nature 

education event and fundraiser, including 

the Native Tree and Plant Sale at Riverside 

Nature Center, will be Saturday, October 2.  

Our Master Naturalist chapter co-sponsors 

this event with Riverside Nature Center. 

If you would like to donate extra 

native plants from your garden or 

that you are growing, they should 

be potted very soon, preferably 

in nursery pots.   

If you need nursery pots, pots are available at     

Riverside Nature Center between the tool shed and 

the small fenced Children‟s Garden in                              

the back of the parking lot.   

We follow professional nursery 

standards to provide top-quality 

plants to our customers - every 

pot should have roots filling 

the pot as a solid root ball.    

A well-watered potted plant should, in 

general, be able to fill a one gallon pot in 

two months in warm weather.   

Please bring your donated plants to the 

Riverside Pavilion on Tuesday, September 

28 or Wednesday, September 29 so that 

we can make signage on the identity and 

growing conditions for each plant.   

Sign the donation sheet to receive a donation 

letter for your plants. 

There are many different  

volunteer opportunities 

available.  To volunteer, 

please contact      

Priscilla Stanley at 

jpbstan@ktc.com. 

Thanks in advance. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://txmn.org/
mailto:jpbstan@ktc.com
mailto:jpbstan@ktc.com?subject=Plant%20Sale


Announcing the Master Naturalist, Hill Country Chapter 

    Class of 2010 
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Read more about the new class members in the September Texas Star. 

Joe Mike Johnson  

William James Jones 

Dean C. Schmelling 

Bandera County 

Richard E. Adams  

Carolyn Bean  

D. Michael Foulds 

Donna Howell  

Robert Howell  

Rebecca Rogers 

Renee Skwara 

Kendall County 

F.E. Baxter  

Debra F. Bond 

Jim Burgin 

Vern Crawford 

Bernadette DeShields 

Richeanne Frauenberger 

Harry Gartrell 

Eileen Gotke 

James F. Hickey 

Sharon Hixon 

Lenore Langsdorf 

Michael Lundy  

Thomas Nelson  

Charles Roos 

Kate Roos 

John Sloan 

Paul E. Stafford 

Lisa Williams  

Marian Worthington 

Kerr County 

Gillespie County 

James A. Childress 

Stephen A. Clyburn 

Thomas Hynes  

Glenn Randow  Paula Young Smith 

Travis County 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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Koy Coffer thanks our 

chapter volunteers 
and others who helped 

at the Texas Wildlife 
Association Big Game 

Awards in Fredericksburg. 

Left to right: Jason 
Perry, Bob Spencer, 
Jacob Krebs, Floyd 

Walling, Mary Kathryn 
McNabb, Stephanie 

Perry, and Virginia 

Roberts. 

Steph Perry helps a young     

attendee cast tracks. 

The kids line up as Bob Spencer readies 

a walking stick. 

Jason Perry prepares walking 

sticks for a crowd of kiddoes. 

Floyd Walling helps visitors identify wildlife. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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HEY, WHAT IS THAT ? 

Be the first to identify the object in image 

below and the psychedelic dragonfly is 

yours next month. ENTER TO WIN! 

Last month‟s photograph - Raven in 

flight.  Photo by Garry Speir. 

 
Last Month 

 

#1 VIRGINIA SAWIN 
 

 
  Honorable mention to: 
  Lars Nielsen  
  Phyllis Muska 

 

 
A number of you have indicated that you miss 

being able to login to our website and access a 
current member list. We are still in the process 

of migrating to the new website, but in the 
meantime we have a workaround that will    

allow you to get to the documents and lists 
you need. 

Go to our website http:/ / grovesite.com/ tmn/

hcmn and login using the e-mail address and 

password provided in the e-mail sent out earlier 
this week. Then go to the Member Area and 

select Member List. You will be able to 
download a .pdf version of our member list. 

Note that all members will be logging in with 

the same login for the time being, so do not 
change the password. If you did not get the 

login and password that was sent out, contact 
our webmaster, Phyllis Muska, or our newsletter 

editor, Kristie Denbow. 

The chapters listed have created Yahoo!Groups to 

provide forums for informal exchange of views and 

information of interest to Master Naturalists and 

other nature-inspired individuals.  

Some groups are public, others are for members 

only.  It is fun to see what other chapters are 

talking about and what questions are asked.  

Click on a chapter to access its Yahoo!Group or 

visit txmn.org/staying-connected/tmn-yahoo-groups/. 

Cradle of Texas 

Capital Area 

Cross Timbers 

Gideon Lincecum  

Gulf Coast 

Heart Of Texas 

Lost Pines 

North Texas 

Rolling Plains 

Texas Master Naturalists 

Texas Trans-Pecos 

Look around   
Write it down  

Send it in 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=HC%20TMN%20contest%20entry
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:pmuska@windstream.net
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com
http://txmn.org/staying-connected/tmn-yahoo-groups/
http://groups.google.com/group/TMN-COT/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/camn/
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/tmncrosstimbers/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/glmasternaturalists/?yguid=164051852
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/masternaturalists/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HOTMasterNaturalist/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LPMN/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NTC-MasterNaturalist/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RollPlnsChaptTMN/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HOTMasterNaturalist/
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/TPMasterNaturalists/


     grovesite.com/ tmn/ hcmn                  Page 9 

   Hornworm larvae on tomato. 

David vs. Goliath 

Bug Corner   
 w i t h  V i r g i n i a  S a w i n  

Hawk Moth feeding. 

      Ever see one of these on your tomato plants?  If you did, 

      you probably also saw a lot of missing leaves and lots of 

      little pellets (droppings) .  These are hornworms, named 

      for the „horn‟ on their posterior end and are the larval 

      stage of sphinx moth (also called, hawk moth) .  There 

      are both tomato and  tobacco hornworms which look 

very much alike and both will devour tomato plants.  When the 

larvae mature, that is, after eating lots of tomato, tobacco, potato, 

eggplant, or other leaves, they will be five to six inches in length.  

They then wander out of the garden looking for a place to pupate.  

They can produce two or more generations a summer and over                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

winter as pupae in burrows in the soil.   

 To the hornworm you may look like  

 Goliath about to slay him.  But in this 

 story, the worm is Goliath, and David                                                 

 is a tiny braconid wasp less than half an inch in length.  The braconid 

 is not a stinging wasp and will not harm you, the long ovipositor helps 

her avoid caterpillar spines.  She locates a hornworm and lays a number 

of eggs inside its body.  The wasp larvae consume 

the hornworm (who stops eating your tomatoes) , and they emerge and  

pupate in tiny cocoons on the surface of the hornworm.  Should you find such 

a hornworm larva, protect it!  Remember, “The enemy of your enemy is 

your friend!”  The newly hatched wasps will go looking for more caterpillars 

to parasitize.  

 If the hornworm escapes both you and the 

 parasitic wasp, it will emerge as a very swift 

 flying moth.  They are often mistaken for humming-

 birds  as they are about the same size,  have similar flight patterns, 

 and feed on nectar.  You can generally see them around dusk,     

 sipping on your flowers  and looking for 

 a tomato plant to lay their eggs.  

Hornworm pupa. 

Wasps emerging. 

Female brachonid wasp. 

Summary of Tobacco and Tomato Hornworms 

Adult Species Manduca sexta M. quinquemaculata 

Distinguishing 

feature 

6 Orange spots on 

abdomen 

5 Orange spots on 

abdomen 

Larva Common Name Tobacco hornworm Tomato hornworm 

Distinguishing 

features 

7 diagonal lines 8 V-shaped marks 

Red horn Black horn 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
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Highlights of the Riverside Nature Center Weekly 

Fauna Census were a well-documented Theona 

Checkerspot butterfly and a cottontail species. 

 

Cynthia Johnson 

Claire Real (RNC intern)  

Tom Schall 

Tom Collins 

NEW KERR COUNTY                            

BUTTERFLY RECORD 
 

I found a Atrytone arogos iowa 

(Arogos Skipper) on my ranch while 

doing the Center Point NABA Count, 

July 16.  This is the second Kerr County 

Record for my ranch.  The first record 

was a Red Rim.   It turns out the Arogos 

Skipper  is one of only five species of 

butterflies considered a “Species of 

Concern” in Texas.                                            

Visit texasento.net/TXsoc.htm for 

more information about invertebrate 

species of concern in Texas.  The 

Arogos Skipper’s host food is Big bluestem 

and possibly other native grasses.  

That explains why it is in trouble. 

The record will appear in the Lepidopterists' 

Society 2010 Season Summary. 

from Tom Collins 

Tom Collins 

T here are some who can live without wild things, and some who cannot.  Like winds and 
sunsets, wild things were taken for granted until progress  began to do away with them.  

Now we face the question whether a still higher 'standard of living' is worth its cost in  things 
natural, wild, and free.  For us of the minority, the opportunity to see geese is more important than 

television, and the chance to find a pasque-flower is a right as inalienable as free speech. 

Aldo Leopold,  A Sand County Almanac, 1909 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.texasento.net/TXsoc.htm


from Koy Coffer 
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We are once again offering Chapter Merchandise this Fall (it will be Fall, eventually). 
 

We have a terrific selection of hats, bags, and shirts in several 

styles for men and women. 
   

This year we have a fantastic new Ladies„ shirt -this may be 

my new favorite shirt! It can be worn all day long, washed 

and dried, and never needs to be ironed! Gotta love it. 

Look for me in all the usual places. 

Gracie Waggener   

gwaggener@flow-apps.com 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:gwaggener@flow-apps.com?subject=Chapter%20Merchandise


Mary Frances Watson, Gillespie County. 

Texas Master Naturalist                                      

Annual Meeting                                              
and Advanced Training 

October 22-24    

TbarM Ranch Resort                                        
& Conference Center  

   New Braunfels 

 Registration information coming soon. 
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WANT TO DO YOUR PART TO SUPPORT TEXAS STATE PARKS?  
 

Here are two unique ways: 
  

Plant a Tree in Texas State Parks! 

You can help Texas State Parks plant more trees!  Odwalla has   

decided, in honor of the 125th birthday of America‟s State Parks, 

to increase the number of trees you can plant from one to five!  

Visit odwalla.com/ plantatree and choose “Texas” for your trees.  

More than 92,000 trees already have been planted this year and 

Texas is in third place, behind Pennsylvania and Michigan.  

With more than 90 State Parks in Texas, the more trees, the 

better.  So plant a tree in Texas now!  

Vote for your favorite Texas State Park to win a $100,000 Grant  

The Coca-Cola Company is giving you the chance to support 

America‟s parks by simply voting for your favorite.  The national 

or state park with the most votes will receive a $100,000 grant 

from Coca-Cola.  This could easily be a Texas State Park - it's up 

to you. You can vote as often and for as many parks as you would 

like until August 31.  Visit livepositively.com/#/americasparks/vote and 

vote for your favorite Texas State Parks now!  

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTk0MDEzNyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC05NDAxMzcmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjc2NTg3NDM4JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGVuYm93QGd2dGMuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1kZW5ib3dAZ3Z0Yy5jb20mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTk0MDEzNyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC05NDAxMzcmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjc2NTg3NDM4JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGVuYm93QGd2dGMuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1kZW5ib3dAZ3Z0Yy5jb20mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTk0MDEzNyZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9UFJELUJVTC05NDAxMzcmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xMjc2NTg3NDM4JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGVuYm93QGd2dGMuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1kZW5ib3dAZ3Z0Yy5jb20mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&
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The Texas AgriLife Extension 

Service and partnering 

organizations will present 

a Feral Hog Workshop 

from 9a.m. to 3:30p.m., 

August 24 at the 4-H 

building in Helotes, located 

at 12132 Leslie Rd.  

Workshop presentations will be provided by 

experts from AgriLife Extension, U.S. Department 

of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 

Texas Department of Agriculture, Texas Animal 

Health Commission, and a professional feral 

hog trapper.  

Other agencies and organizations involved in 

the workshop include the Alamo Resource 

Conservation and Development Area, Texas/

Mexico Border Coalition, and San Antonio 

River Authority.  

Topics include a feral hog overview, tips on 

reducing watershed pollution, potential feral 

hog problems and damage, brucellosis and 

other diseases, laws and regulations, and the 

hunting and trapping of the invasive species.  

"Burgeoning feral hog populations have a  

significant negative economic and environmental 

impact to Texans, and we hope this workshop 

provides landowners with useful, practical  

information on feral hogs and some means  

to control them," said Dr. Jim Gallagher, 

AgriLife Extension wildlife specialist with the 

Texas AgriLife Research and Extension Center 

in Uvalde.  

Gallagher, who will give an overview of the 

history of feral hogs 

and discuss feral hog 

costs to producers 

during the workshop, 

said feral hogs are  

responsible for an   

estimated $52 million 

in agricultural damage 

and $8 million in control 

costs annually.  

Workshop registration is $15 if received on or 

before August 19 and $20 thereafter, including 

at the door.  Make checks payable to: 

Alamo RC&D 

39350 IH-10 West, Suite 7 

Boerne, Texas 78006.  
 

To RSVP, call Melissa Thompson at 830-249-6163. 

For more information, visit www.alamorcd.org. 

Feral Hog Workshop to be held August 24 in Helotes 

from Sandy Pena 

August  is the time when wasps start 

growing the next generation for 

colony dispersal.  Wasps tend to be more 

aggressive in their behavior during this month, 

especially yellow jackets and red wasps. 
 

For good information about identifying wasps 

visit whyistheanswer.com/ what/ . 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://www.alamorcd.org
http://www.whyistheanswer.com/what/
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The Native Plant Societies of Fredericksburg and 

Kerrville are featuring Gregg‟s mistflower at local 

nurseries in August and September as a part of 

the N.I.C.E. program.  N.I.C.E. stands for Natives 

Instead of Common Exotics and is designed to 

introduce people to great native plants that can 

replace common exotic plants.   

Gregg‟s mistflower is a wonderful perennial plant 

that provides a one to two-feet tall ground covering and spreads through-

out the years.  It is easy to grow, attracts butterflies and bees, and produces 

abundant blue flowers from July to October.  Use this plant in place of 

impatiens, petunias, or begonias.  

Gregg‟s mistflower adapts to most soil types, although it prefers a moist, shady site.  After the 

plant is established, it should only need water during periods of drought, and then only monthly.  

Unfortunately, it is not deer resistant. 

Look for the N.I.C.E. Plant of the Month sign and information 

sheets at participating nurseries.   

In Kerrville: Alltex Nursery and Landscapes at 1302 Bandera 

Highway, Natives of Texas at 4256 Medina Highway, and Plant 

Haus 2 at 528 Jefferson Street. 

In Fredericksburg: Dodds Family Tree Nursery at 515 West Main 

Street, Friendly Natives Nursery at 1107 North Llano Street, and 

Woerner Feed and Garden Supply at 305 South Lincoln Street. 

For more information about the Native Plant Societies call Jane Crone, Fredericksburg Chapter 

president, at 990-9823 or Edna Platte, Kerrville Chapter president, at 257-2185. 

Native Plant Societies Feature                          

Gregg‟s Mistflower at Local Nurseries 

What if you had the perfect newsletter filled with information to plan your next getaway to a Texas 

State Park?  TPWD needs your input to make changes to the State Parks Getaways e-newsletter to 

better meet your needs.  Please take just a moment to answer a few questions.  We  appreciate your 

help and look forward to getting your comments. 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://204.64.0.121/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=m8LHn5l
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Hill Country Chapter 

The Texas Star newsletter is a monthly publication of the             

Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program. 

News, comments, information, and ideas are always welcome. 

Please contact Kristie Denbow, denbow@gvtc.com. 

 
To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated 
to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities. 

Texas Master Naturalist mission: 

 

Lindheimera texana: Texas Star 

We meet the fourth Monday of each month 

(excluding June and December)  at 7p.m. in 

the Upper Guadalupe River Authority                          

Lecture Hall                                                               

at 125 North Lehmann Drive in Kerrville. 

  We welcome anyone interested in                    

our monthly topic and the Texas                     

Master Naturalist program.  

Please join us.  

Questions about our chapter?  
 

Contact Koy Coffer                                             
Membership Director 

kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org 
830-792-3070 

http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
http://grovesite.com/tmn/hcmn
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com?subject=HCMN%20Newsletter
mailto:denbow@gvtc.com
http://tce.tamu.edu/
http://masternaturalist.tamu.edu/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
mailto:kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org

