
The Class of 2012 reception will be  
Monday, August 20, 6:30p.m., at the 
Kerr Arts and Cultural Center.  Mentors 
will introduce each of the 29 trainees. 
Classes begin on Wednesday, August 
22 at 8:30 a.m. at the Texas Lions 
Camp.  Regular monthly meetings will 
resume in September.!

CLASS OF 2012 RECEPTION 



 

Announcing!the!Master!Naturalist!Hill!Country!Chapter!

!!Class!of!!
!!!!!2012!

Terri L. Criswell 

Rebecca Etzler 

Jackie Huecksteadt 

 

Johnathan Johnson 

Patti Moore 

Madelyn A. Nolin 

Ray H. Nolin 

Phyllis Perata 

 

Mary Pressler 

J. Russell Vowell 

 
Ralph Paul Behrens 

Sarah Lynn Hilburn 

Sandra Mensch Meineke 

       Mary Muse 
 

Patricia Nelson 
Barbara Boster Oats 
 

 
Melissa A. 

Seymour 
 

Tony F. 
Simons 

Yvonne V. Baca 
James D. Clarke 
Darlene Funk 
Trish McGough 
 

Joseph L.  
   von Rosenberg, III 
John L. Walker 

Margaret M. Carter 
 

Tom Riordan 
!

Bexar County – 
 Kathleen A. Ward 
Edwards County – 
 J. D. Clarke, Jr 
Kimble County – 
 Donna E. Oliver-Leep 
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Read more about the new class members in the 
September  Texas Star. 
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by Priscilla Stanley 

August is the special time of year when we welcome our new class members to our chapter 
training.  It is always exciting to meet our new trainees, many of whom have moved to the 
Hill Country from other states or other regions of Texas and have followed diverse career 
paths.  We each bring our respective interests and experiences when we join the chapter; 
however, we all share an interest in and appreciation of the natural world.  Our training 
helps us better understand the natural world in the Hill Country.  As we complete our class 
training and continue with more advanced training, our understanding of how so many 
aspects of nature are interconnected and interdependent continues to grow.  We also learn 
how fragile some of these systems are in the face of increasing development.  
Understanding more about the fauna and flora around us turns a walk in the country into a 
Technicolor experience.  Volunteering on projects that help other folks to appreciate the 
natural world shares the gift we have received from our training.    

I want to thank all of the New Class Committees from 2002 to 2012 for their nearly 11 
months of meetings each year, during which they plan the topics to be covered and find the 
best speakers and field trips.  This year’s Director of New Class Training, Daneshu Clarke, 
and her committee members--Rheda Boardman, Jim Burgin, Vern Crawford, Sally Garrett, 
Sharron Jay, Lenore Langsdorf, Tim Lewis, Kathleen Mundy, Jim Stanley, and Mary 
Frances Watson--have done an excellent job in planning a broadly-based training program 
for our Class of 2012 and will be attending the classes.  They are passing on the gift of their 
own class training and what they have learned since their graduation.   

Brief biographical information on our new class members will be in the September 
newsletter to help us get to know them.  Please welcome them when you see them at Hill 
Country Chapter events.  

 

President’s Message  

Chapter members are welcome and encouraged to attend and contribute to 
Board of Directors meetings. The board meets on Wednesdays prior to monthly 

chapter meetings  at 1:30p.m. at Riverside Nature Center. Board meeting notes may 
be read by visiting        txmn.org/hillcountry/member-area/board-meeting-notes/  

Support your board as they guide and grow our chapter. !
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THIS MONTH WE HONOR 

Special Recertification: 

 Bob Wiedenfeld! 

  

2012 Recertification: 

  Ruth McArthur 

 Roger McRoberts! 

 Virginia Sawin 

 Karla Trefny 

  

Milestone for 500+ Hours: 

  Daneshu Clarke 

  

 We will not be presenting award pins at the August chapter meeting 
because of the new class reception and introductions, but they will be 
presented at the September meeting.   

We meet the fourth Monday of each month 
(excluding June and December) at 7:00p.m. 

in the Upper Guadalupe River Authority 
Lecture Hall at 125 North Lehmann Drive in 

Kerrville. 

Join us at 6:30 for our social half-hour. 

Everyone is welcome 
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Friday, Oct. 5, 2012       1-5pm        Kerr Wildlife Management Area (KWMA) 
AT 12-094     ECOSYSTEMS MANAGEMENT  
“Ecosystems Management, putting it all together. Finding a cure rather than treating a symptom":  
This is the third and final seminar discussing white-tailed deer management, grazing management, 
prescribed burning, brush control, and endangered species.  The seminar draws upon over thirty 
years of nutrition and genetics research.  Reservations required.  Call KWMA office, 830-238-4483.   

Friday, Aug. 31; Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28       11am-5pm       Resource & Recreation Center, Sattler 
AT 12-068A-E      CANYON GORGE DOCENT TRAINING CLASS  
Gorge Volunteers Needed!  This is an intense training that includes a half day in the gorge. All five 
classes must be completed to qualify as a docent.  
Registration required. Contact Jaynellen Ladd, 830-964-5424 or email Tours@CanyonGorge.Org 

Sept. 2012 – June 2013       Austin-Bastrop area 
AT 12-099A-Z      WILDLIFE TRACKING INTENSIVE  COURSE 
Join Dave Scott and the Earth Native Wilderness School for one of the most comprehensive wildlife 
tracking courses in the country.  Saturday and Sunday, one weekend a month, from September – 
June; five local 2-day weekends and three 3-4 day wildlife tracking expeditions to Big Bend, 
Monahans Sandhills State Park, and the Texas Gulf Coast. 
Cost: $2100 (Receive $200 off tuition for each new student referred by you that signs up for this 
program.)  Scholarships are available to qualifying students.  
earthnativeschool.com or email DaveS@EarthNativeSchool.Com for more information.  

Wednesday, Sept. 5, 19; Oct. 3, 17      9-10am       Riverside Nature Center (RNC) 
AT 12-047      WILDFLOWER EXPLORERS' CLASSES 
First and third Wednesday mornings; learn about 150 native wildflower species in the Hill Country.  
The class will meet to walk and talk through the RNC gardens. 

Friday, Sept. 7, 2012       1-5pm        Kerr Wildlife Management Area (KWMA) 
AT 12-093      NATURAL RESOURCES: CRITICAL ISSUES IN THE EDWARD’S PLATEAU  
“Natural Resources: Addressing Critical Issues in the Edwards Plateau”: This is the second of three 
seminars emphasizing critical issues in recent research investigations and updates.  
Reservations required.  Call KWMA office, 830-238-4483 

Thursday, Sept. 20, 2012       9am-2pm        Guadalupe River State Park (GRSP) 
AT 12-103      HILL COUNTRY WILDFLOWERS 
The Friends of Guadalupe River State Park offer this workshop as an introduction to or refresher on 
the diversity and identification of wildflowers in our area.  Craig Hensley, GRSP Naturalist, is the 
instructor.  Bring plenty of water and a sack lunch. 
Reservations required: $5.00 fee to the Friends group.  Call 830-438-7653 or email Craig at 
Craig.Hensley@tpwd.state.tx.us . 

ADVANCED TRAINING 
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!

Friday, Oct.19, 2012    8:30-9:30am    Comfort 
AT 12-096   BRUNS RANCH TOUR  
The Kendall Soil & Water Conservation District is hosting a ranch tour. Registration, coffee, and 
snacks at 8:30am. This tour includes stops for listening to speakers discussing spring development, 
brush sculpting, plant identification, prescribed burning, and riparian areas. Four-wheel drive 
vehicles required. If you do not drive a 4WD, you’ll buddy up with someone who does.  Wear walking 
shoes; bring walking stick, hat, and sunscreen. Cost includes covered-wagon lunch. 
Registration required. $20.00 per person. Call 830-249-2821 

ADVANCED TRAINING  (Continued) 

The newsletter’s publication schedule does not allow all AT events to be 
listed in each issue. Check  email messages for AT announcements and 
check the chapter calendar on our website for available AT. 
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It’s Not How Much Rain You Get, But How Much You Keep 

When two Texans greet each other, especially when they haven’t talked since the last rain, the 
conversation usually begins with, “Hi. How are you? How much rain did you get?”  We all have rain 
gauges, many of us keep records of rainfall, and it’s just part of being a landowner in semi-arid 
country.  But asking how much rain did you get is not the most important question.  What’s important 
is:  How much did you keep?  

I was reminded of the old quote above recently when I read a 1960 article by Clarence Rechenthin, 
an agent with the Soil Conservation Service (now called the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service), entitled “How Much of It Soaks In?”  The point was brought home even more vividly when 
we received over four inches of rain in about four hours.  We watched huge volumes of water 
running out of the pasture into our yard, around the house and down the hill, while our rainwater 
tanks were overflowing. 

We clearly did not have four inches of rain soaking into the ground around our house.  We don’t 
really know how much ran off, but it was certainly a significant fraction of how much fell that night. 
And we live on what by Hill Country standards would be considered a fairly level property. 

Of course, what ran off our land flowed to a little wet-weather draw behind our house, which in turn 
flows into a creek and helps to fill up several small lakes on the creek. Eventually the water makes 
its way to the river, perhaps then into a major lake, and finally into the Gulf.  Unfortunately it will be 
taking some of our soil with it and silting up the lakes. 

If more of the rain had soaked into the soil, then the moisture level of the soil would have been 
higher and available to the trees, grasses and other vegetation for a longer time.  Some of the water 
in the soil would have seeped slowly downhill through the soil to come out as seeps or springs which 
contribute to the base flow of the creek. Having higher base flows makes more water available than 
when it is lost during storm flows. Also some of the water may have seeped down into deep 
underground aquifers to replenish that critical resource. 

We have of course had big thunderstorms in the past and have seen water run off the land, but the 
amount of runoff this time seemed greater.  That was not unexpected because we have more bare 
ground now than in the past due to last year’s drought and lack of grass growth. Water soaks into 
the soil under bare ground much more slowly than under native grasses, so until we regain the grass 
cover we had before last year, we can expect greater amounts of our major rainstorms to run off 
instead of soaking in.  And, because of the increased amount of bare ground, we undoubtedly lost 
more soil with the runoff than we would have in normal times. 

It is easy to see the evidence of water running off by simply walking around and noticing places 
where litter dams were formed in which the flowing water picked up leaf litter and carried it floating, 
downhill, even if on a very gentle slope, until something caught the debris and caused it to build up 
in small piles. 

 



If you have piles of leaf litter built up downstream of bare soil in your yard, you might want to rake it 
back to cover the ground.  Mother Nature’s “mulch” helps shade the ground and prevent water from 
evaporating, both of which are important even when we are not in a drought. 

Areas that had the greatest amount of grass cover before the drought of last year still have more 
ground cover than areas where the grass had been grazed too short. Consequently areas that 
started with a lot of grass would have had less runoff and erosion after a big storm than places that 
started with little grass.  This is just another way of saying that well-managed ranges are better able 
to survive droughts and to capture and hold more water than less-well managed properties. 

The quality and quantity of water available to everyone is determined by the condition of the land on 
which the raindrops fall. 

Until next time… 

Jim Stanley is a Texas Master Naturalist and the author of the book Hill Country Landowner’s Guide. 
He can be reached at jstmn@ktc.com.  Previous columns can be seen at hillcountrynaturalist.org. 
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The 13th Texas Master Naturalist Statewide 
Annual Meeting and Advanced Training will be 

October 26-28.  Register on-line at: 

http://www.regonline.com/TMN_13th_annual_meeting!

The Native Plant Society of Texas-Kerrville Chapter will hold its first fall 
meeting September 11 at 3:00 p.m. (note new time) in the Riverside 
Nature Center.  In lieu of their October meeting, the Kerrville chapter 
will participate in the 2012 state symposium, “The Texas Hill Country--
A Changing Landscape,” which will explore the history of the Edwards 
Plateau eco-region, highlight the factors that have influenced its 
transformation, and debate the issues that we face today in conserving 
our native plants and habitats.  It will be held October 4th-7th at the YO 
Ranch Hotel and Conference Center in Kerrville.  For further 
information, email the chapter at: 

symposium@npsot.org 
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Perhaps some of our favorite photo subjects are not as abundant or as colorful now as they were in past 
months.  But do not despair; this is a great time to photograph dragonflies and damselflies, which fit my 
major criterion for photography:  “Is it beautiful?”  Assuredly, they are.  The pursuit and study of Odonates 
(insects in the order of Odonata) is wildly growing in popularity.  My interest in them is not only as 
interesting photo objects, but as an extremely interesting part of our local fauna that provides a very 
satisfying identification challenge.  It seems the natural progression is from birding to butterflies and then 
on to the dragon/damselflies. 

With the vast selection of digital cameras available today the pursuit of these rather small photo targets has 
been greatly improved.  There are two schools of thought on how to photograph them:  macro or close-up 
versus telephoto or a longer distance from the subject.  Although it seems that the telephoto crowd is 
winning the race, the subjects themselves help in the choice of photo equipment.  Damselflies are much 
more approachable than dragonflies.  Often they allow the photographer to get within a few feet of them as 
they hide in grassy areas.  When they’re perching on sticks in the water or higher in waterside vegetation, 
dragonflies can be a real challenge.  Most of our present digital cameras of the extended focal length 
variety provide both macro and telephoto capabilities.  DSLR’s provide the greatest flexibility, so equipment 
should not be an issue. 



Congratulations, Texas Stars!  Members present at our July meeting to receive their awards and milestones 
were (front row from left) Ridlon "Kip" Kiphart, Merrily Labarth, Virginia deWolf, Karla Trefny, Phyllis Muska, 
Betty Clyburn; (back row from left) Bob Wiedenfeld, Alexis McRoberts, Linda Ross, Ward Miller, Glenn Randow, 
Carl Luckenbach, Michael Foulds, Ann Dietert, and Marion Worthington. 
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Since the Odonates are quite small and details are important, it is extremely important to eliminate all 
shake or vibration of your camera.  Using a tripod and cable release is best for accomplishing this.  But I 
have found the use of a bi-pod and a sensitive shutter button release will produce quite satisfactory results.  
The images included with this article were taken with this set-up.  I was introduced to a bi-pod called a 
“Bog-Stick” (trademarked) in a photo workshop conducted by David Langford (our internationally known 
photographer).  The Bog-Stick was developed for hunters who need to steady their rifles for long distance 
shooting.  It provides a rubberized “V” notch in which to rest your camera and the legs are adjustable for 
height.  When you rest your camera in the “V” and then rest the viewfinder against your forehead you 
approximate the three legs of a conventional tripod.  It is quite lightweight and provides a lot of versatility 
when used in riparian areas.  Additionally, the legs fold together so that it makes an excellent walking stick. 

Several local areas where a nice variety of species Odonates can be found are Riverside Nature Center, 
Louise Hayes Park, and the fields around the Kerrville-Schreiner Butterfly Garden.  Most water 
impoundments, rivers, and streams provide good locations to search for them.  Dragonflies prefer to perch 
on obvious pieces of vegetation or small branches.  They are usually quite wary and are best photographed 
at a telephoto setting.  Damselflies are often found in aquatic grasses or perched on small protuberances 
along a waterway; they are less wary and can often be approached and photographed with a close-up 
camera setting. 

Dr. John C. Abbott, Curator of Entomology at the University of Texas and author of the outstanding field 
guide Damselflies of Texas (University of Texas Press, 2011),  notes that “Odonate photography can be 
rewarding, but it is not without frustrations.” 

 

The Farmers Market 
The Farmers Market at the Cibolo will now be open year 
round! The variety of produce that is grown in our region 
in the fall and winter is extensive, and we are excited 
about sharing that with our community this fall and winter. 
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The Yellow Garden Spider:  A Special Hill Country Arachnid 
by Priscilla Stanley 

Like many of you, I enjoy the diversity of our hill country fauna, and not just the familiar species with 
fur or feathers.  Many folks are afraid of various wildlife, which can be helpful if it keeps us from 
picking up a scorpion or a coral snake.  It can, however, be detrimental to the wildlife, such as 
spiders and snakes, when that fear causes folks to kill a hapless critter on sight.  Our Texas Master 
Naturalist training gives us the information we need to know our wildlife and understand their 
behavior, which makes our outdoor world far more interesting and less threatening.  We are 
encouraged to share this information with others through our volunteering and with friends to help 
folks be more likely to reach for a camera than a can of Raid when they see a large spider. 

The yellow garden spider Argiope aurantia is one of the 
larger, more attractively-colored spiders in Texas with a 
yellow and black pattern on its upper abdomen and long 
legs, and even a bit of red on its lower abdomen.  Its 
cephalothorax (the smaller front body part) is white.  
This coloration, along with its size, makes this spider 
readily visible and easy to identify.  The body of a 
mature female can exceed one inch with much longer 
legs, while the males are much smaller.  These are 
“orbweaver” spiders, meaning that they make a web with 
spoke-like silk lines, and then they spin concentric 
circles (orbs) of sticky silk to catch insects to eat.  The 
spider eats the concentric silk lines each night and re-
processes the silk to make it sticky enough to catch 
more insects the next day.  There is a unique vertical 
silk zigzag structure in the center of the web called the 
stabulimentum, which is commonly known as a “zipper.”  
Its function is unknown; two hypotheses are that it 
stabilizes the web in the center, where the Argiope sits 
head down waiting for prey to entangle in the web, or 
that it helps keep birds from flying into the web and 
damaging it.  We have seen their webs in our yard two 
to three inches in diameter spun between two trees.  
Important fact:  These common orbweavers are smart.  
If they see a bumbling mammal approaching their web, 
they race to an upper attachment point of the web to a 
tree, shrub, or building, and wait in safety to see if the 
cow or human will destroy what they work so hard to 
build each night.  This means that if you accidentally 

walk into the web and get the web all over you, the spider will not be in the sticky silk on you--at 
least not in my two experiences of wearing their web, and having several other near misses.  Thus I 
see no reason to harm these interesting creatures that will eat whatever they catch from flies to 
grasshoppers or butterflies.  Mother Nature has certainly been at this longer than I have, so I have 
learned not to make judgments on what is being eaten or to interfere with a hardworking spider’s 
meal.  The Argiope will bite the prey in the web and then wrap it well into a white silk bundle, which 
might be held in the web for a future meal.   

 



From Tom Collins 
 
Eastern Blood-sucking Conenose – The Kissing Bug 

Here’s a picture of Triatoma sanguisuga that I took at Collins Ranch. It sometimes carries the 
parasite Trypanosoma cruzi, which causes dangerous Chagas disease.  

If the bug defecates on a person’s skin during the feeding process and the person scratches the 
bite, the feces enters the site and introduces the parasite, which enables the disease to 
develop.  The feces also can enter through the nose or mouth.  The local species in my picture is 
reported to not generally defecate during feeding as its South American counterpart does, but the 
bite can cause an allergic reaction.  

The bug is 11-33 mm. long 
and is reported to have a life 
cycle of three years, during 
which it passes through 
eight nymphal instars and 
an adult stage.  During all of 
these stages it primarily 
feeds on mammal blood--
dogs, horses, humans, and 
wood rats.  It prefers soft 
tissue; thus the lips of 
humans are a target during 
its exclusively night time 
feeding.  Given this bug’s 
habits, we can understand 
why it’s also called the 
assassin bug, big bed bug, 
and Mexican bed bug.  

Argiopes breed in late summer after the male builds a web near the female’s web.  She then 
makes several silken egg sacs up to an inch in diameter and secures them to her web or to an 
adjacent structure.  Each sac contains from 300 to over 1,000 eggs.  The adults then die during the 
winter.  In the spring, the juvenile spiders leave their silken egg sac and begin making their own 
webs.  In our yard they have survived very cold winters, possibly because the egg sacs are often 
on window frames or the house’s stone walls, which might provide some warmth and protection.  In 
wet years we seem to have more Argiopes, and fewer in dry years.  This year I have only found 
two Argiopes in our one-acre high-fenced homestead area.  They are living in the native perennial 
and shrub bed in front of the house in a western exposure.  We also find them some years in a 
southern exposure.  Perhaps they live in those hotter exposures to give their young the best 
chance of surviving the winter.  If you find a yellow garden spider in your yard, I hope that you will 
consider watching its adventures.!
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We meet the fourth Monday of each month 
(excluding June and December) at 7:00p.m. in 
the Upper Guadalupe River Authority Lecture 
Hall at 125 North Lehmann Drive in Kerrville. 

Join us at 6:30 for our social half-hour. 

Everyone is welcome 

Board of Directors 2012 
Priscilla Stanley – President 
Tom Haynes – Vice President 
Anne Cassidy – Secretary 
Floyd Trefny – Treasurer 
Steve Clyburn – Director of Advanced Training 
Daneshu Clarke – Director of Class Training 
Paula Smith – Director of Communication 
Eileen Gotke – Director of Membership 
Reidun Hilleman – Director of Volunteer Service Projects 
Sally Garrett – 2011 New Class Representative 
Phyllis Muska – Immediate Past President 

Questions about our chapter? 

Email Eileen Gotke, 
Director of Membership 

Gotke@HCTC.Net 

LEARN 
MORE ON  

OUR WEBSITE  

TXMN.ORG/HILLCOUNTRY 
Keeping the 

Hill Country Native 
!

Hill Country Chapter does not recommend or endorse 
items of interest published in The Texas Star.  Items of 
interest are for information only.  Opinions expressed are 
those of the authors. 

The Texas Star is a monthly publication 
of the Hill Country Chapter of the 
Texas Master Naturalist program.  

News, stories, comments and ideas are 
welcome. 

Please email them to:  
Lenore Langsdorf, Editor 

LenoreLangsdorf@Gmail.Com 


