
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Texas Star	
   November 2012 page 1 

The Texas Star
Newsletter of the 
Texas Master Naturalist Hill Country Chapter Number 11

November 2012 
Volume 10

NOVEMBER 19th MEETING: STORIES, TIPS, AND TRICKS
OF THE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER

Rolf Nussbaumer, a photographer whose work has appeared in numerous 
U.S. and European publications, will speak to the chapter on November 19. 
His professional credits include numerous prizes in the Valley Land Fund’s 
Wildlife Photo Contest in the Rio Grande Valley; he is the only photographer 
to win the contest three times.  He was born in Switzerland and moved to 
Texas in 2003.  His mission is to help people experience nature through his 
photography.  He will share stories of his experiences in capturing his 
award winning photographs and reveal tips and tricks for photographers of 
all skill levels to take advantage of unusual photo opportunities.
Everyone is welcome to join us Monday, November 19, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the UGRA Lecture Hall, 125 Lehmann Drive, Kerrville, Texas.  Arrive at 6:30 
to chat with members and guests.

The Joys of Being a Master Naturalist

Being a Master Naturalist has many benefits, such as having many good friends in our chapter who 
share the value that wildlife, native plants and natural areas  need to be appreciated by us and 
conserved for future generations.  Our training gives us the basics about each topic that we study and 
then we can continue to learn more about the topics that are most meaningful to us.  The more that we 
learn, the more effectively we can share information with the public in hopes that they too will want to 
learn more about our natural world, and do more things beneficial for wildlife, like having understory 
vegetation in their yards where so many birds and small animals could find a home. 

Whenever I see a snake, I think of our instructor, Dave Barker, who gave me the gift of snakes.  I can 
tell if I am looking at one of our three venomous snakes, in which case I give it plenty of room and 
watch from a distance.  If I see one of our many non-venomous snakes, I can watch its behavior more 
closely for a while.  If it is a juvenile, I can pick it up gently, call for Jim to get his camera and take a 
picture, and then he can write a column about it to help other folks understand how little they have to 
fear from the majority of our area snakes.  Most folks would not believe how quickly and easily a Texas 
rat snake or a coachwhip can climb a tree and disappear up in that tree.  Whenever we go for a walk, 
the vegetation reveals more information than most folks might think possible.  We can identify seeps 
and springs from a distance by seeing buttonbush or bushy bluestem growing, since these plants  are 
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   President’s Message                                                                          . . . continued

indicators of moist soil.  It is  possible to determine whether the deer population on a property is 
high, average or low by observing how high and how distinct the browse line is and by determining 
which of the native plants  on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s white-tailed deer food 
preference list have been browsed or not browsed (http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/
pwdpubs/media/pwd_rp_w7000_1017.pdf). 

I want to thank all of our members and trainees for all that you are doing at nature centers and on 
other volunteer projects to share the wonders of nature with the public.  Most folks never have the 
opportunity to learn all we have about Mother Nature and her critters  and plants so that they too 
could be comfortable in wild land areas.  I hope that each of you will think about how you can 
share more information about the natural world with friends and folks that you meet, both for their 
enjoyment and to help ensure that future generations will be able to enjoy the same natural world 
that is so important.

Initial Certification
Jim Clarke J.D. Clarke, Jr.
Sarah Hilburn Donna Oliver-Leep
Tom Riordan Russell Vowell
                       Kathy Ward

Special Recertification
Jim Clarke J.D. Clarke, Jr.
Sharron Jay Carl Luckenbach
Pat McCormick Ernest Smith

2012 Recertification
Bernadette DeShields Cathy Downs
Bill Frodyma Bob McKinley
Paul Pedersen Rhoda Reynolds
Rebecca Shupp Charles Smith

 
Milestone: 250+ hours  --  Bronze Dragonfly

 Carolyn Bean  Sally Garrett  Milby Moore

Milestone: 500+ hours  --  Brushed Silver Dragonfly
Stephen Bishop  Steve Clyburn 
Fane Downs  Tim Lewis

Milestone: 1000+ hours  --  Gold Dragonfly
Mary Frances Watson

THIS MONTH WE HONOR

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_rp_w7000_1017.pdf
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http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_rp_w7000_1017.pdf
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Join us for the Hill Country Master Naturalist 
 

HOLIDAY PARTY 
December 1, 2012 
Camp C.A.M.P. 

515 Skyline Drive 
Center Point, TX 

 

10 am-Socializing/Trail Walk/Appetizers 
1130 am-Catered Lunch with Entertainment 

Camp is also available for trail walk after party 
 

Kerr County members bring dessert 
All others bring appetizer 

 
RSVP by November 19, 2012 

to Reidun Hilleman 
101 Mallard, Boerne TX  78006 

Cost for lunch $11.00 
Choice of bbq brisket, ham or vegetarian meal 

RSVP and payment can be made at 
November 19 Chapter meeting 
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It was designed and produced by Kristie Denbow who also edited our newsletter, which received the 
“Outstanding Chapter Newsletter” award last year.  Kristie’s response, upon hearing this good news:  “I’m 
glad that the brochure has contributed to recruiting candidates for the 2012 class, and so, helped to build 
the chapter.  I thank everyone for taking time to vote for our chapter publications in the contests.  I hope 
with successes last year and this year that we have started a Hill Country Chapter winning tradition."  

To see the entire brochure, go to  http://txmn.org/hillcountry/files/ClassBro2012v3.pdf.

News from the Thirteenth Texas Master Naturalist Statewide Annual Meeting
held at Camp Allen Conference Center in Navasota last month:

Our brochure received the “Judges Choice” award 
as the “Outstanding Chapter Brochure.”

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/files/ClassBro2012v3.pdf
http://txmn.org/hillcountry/files/ClassBro2012v3.pdf
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I have not seen any figures, but I bet the gardening/land management activity most often practiced by 
landowners is mowing.  When the early English noblemen began the practice of running a few sheep in 
front of their mansions to keep the grass short, they started a custom that has become synonymous with 
being a homeowner—mowing the lawn.

With the spread of suburbia and the marketing departments  of John Deere and Scotts and Toro, the 
practice has  become almost mandatory.  In fact, many municipalities require homeowners to keep their 
grass mowed.  But do lawns really make sense?  And is frequent close mowing good for the grass?  
What about the use of water?

It is important in any discussion of lawns and mowing to make a distinction between two different types 
of grass.  Lawn grasses are what are called turf grasses and naturally grow short.  Most have stolons 
(runners) above ground and rhizomes below ground that cause the grass to spread out and cover an 
area. The non-native turf grasses most commonly used in this  area are St. Augustine and 
Bermudagrass.  Native grasses that grow similarly are buffalograss and common curly mesquite.  Most 
other native grasses are referred to as bunch grasses; they grow taller and in clumps.

Lawns in general, but especially grasses like St. Augustine and Bermudagrass, use an inordinate 
amount of resources.  First, St. Augustine requires many times more water than we usually get in a 
normal year, so lots of watering is required for it to survive.  Bermudagrass requires  less, but still requires 
frequent watering.  These non-native grasses also require frequent applications of fertilizer, which uses 
lots  of resources to manufacture, and lawn mowers  are some of the most polluting gas engines around.  
Furthermore, monocultures of these grasses are poor habitat for anything except perhaps grackles.  In 
short, these lawns are not very environmentally friendly.

One could minimize some of these problems by mowing less frequently and with the mower set as high 
as possible.  Doing this allows the grass to shade the soil better and thus allows the soil temperature to 
be lower.  This not only reduces water evaporation from the soil but keeps the soil microorganisms more 
healthy.  One of the easiest things homeowners can do to reduce the impact of lawns is to mow less 
frequently.  During last year’s drought, I saw folks running a lawnmower over short, dormant lawns where 
nothing was sticking up to mow and instead they were raising a huge cloud of dust.  Just because it is 
Saturday and it is your usual mowing day doesn’t mean you should mow if the grass doesn’t really need 
it (actually the grass really never “needs  it” for its  own good; it is just our sense of aesthetics that seems 
to require it).

Not catching the cuttings but allowing them to be mulched and kept on the lawn at least some of the time 
returns nutrients back to the soil and thus reduces the need for fertilizer, plus it reduces the amount of 
waste going to our landfills.

Obviously the biggest saving of all of these resources would be to not have a lawn, or to have one of 
native buffalograss. Buffalograss requires far less  water than the two non-native grasses discussed 
above, and it requires no fertilizer at all.  Once established, it can live without water—going dormant in 
droughts and greening up after a rain. Buffalograss usually needs mowing only once or twice a year.  
Reducing the size of lawns and replacing them with vines, other ground covers, or perennials all help 
mitigate some of the problems discussed above. continued on next page

Type to enter text

     Mowing:  Time to Rethink Old Habits?
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   Jim Stanley’s Hill Country Naturalist                                 . . . continued

Congratulations to members who 
received awards at the October meeting.  
From left: Lenore Langsdorf, Paul Stafford, Valeska 
Danielak, Sharon Hixson, and Rheda Boardman.

November is election time for our chapter.  
We’ll vote during our chapter meeting on November 19. 

The candidates for office are:
Vern Crawford for President
Carolyn Bean for Secretary

Continuing in office are: 
Tom Hynes as Vice President

Floyd Trefny as Treasurer.

Nominations from the floor will be accepted.

For those folks that don’t really have turf grasses, but keep the native grasses mowed short, it is 
important to understand that mowing bunch grasses frequently and too low will eventually weaken and kill 
the plant and it will be replaced by various weeds and grassburs that tolerate frequent mowing.  The best 
times to mow native bunch grasses, if mowing is required, are in late June or July and again in December 
or January, and most do better if they are mowed to a height of four  to six inches.

I can tell you from personal experience that giving up the weekly suburban ritual and instead allowing 
native grasses to grow and mowing them only twice a year has sure freed up a lot of my time, and I don’t 
miss the mowing one bit.

Until next time…

Jim Stanley is a Texas Master Naturalist and the author of Hill Country Landowner’s Guide. 
He can be reached at jstmn@ktc.com.  Previous columns can be seen at www.hillcountrynaturalist.org.

mailto:jstmn@ktc.com
mailto:jstmn@ktc.com
http://www.hillcountrynaturalist.org
http://www.hillcountrynaturalist.org
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The Country Day Birds of Prey Demonstration 

and Owl Walk 

at Muleshoe Farm and Ranch Trust

Comfort, Texas

 

Saturday, November 17, 2012  

Presented by John Karger, Last Chance Forever,                          
The Bird of Prey Conservancy; Assisted by the                       
Friends of Muleshoe Farm and Ranch Trust

Gates will open at 3:00 p.m.

Birds of Prey Demonstration at 4:00 p.m.

Owl Walk through the woods at sunset

Admission by donation includes both shows.        

Adults, $5.00; Children under 6, $3.00

This is an outdoor event; bring your chairs.  Adults bring flashlights; the parking lot is not 

lighted and the trail will have minimal lighting.  Children will not be allowed to use flashlights 

during the walk.  Small groups will be given a guided tour on the trail to see the owls on their 
night perches, with a brief presentation about each owl.

Muleshoe Farm is located two miles north of IH10 on Highway 87 toward Fredericksburg.  The gate is just past  
the North Creek Bridge, on the left if going north--and just before the bridge, on the right, if going south.   
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From Rheda Boardman and Martha Miesch :

The topic for the October Master Naturalists Nature Study for the Kroc Center’s after-school program 
was making native plant seed balls.  This presentation coincided with Texas Native Plant Week.  
Darlene Funk discussed what a seed is  and why it is important and Martha Miesch demonstrated how 
seeds are extracted from a few species of wildflowers.  Betty Clyburn explained some distinctive 
features of the five species of wildflowers  that supplied the seeds we used in making seed balls that 
day.  Rheda Boardman demonstrated how the mixture of soil is blended for the seeds.  She explained 
why these seed balls  are useful for reintroducing native plants into the landscape:  They provide the 
seed with nutrients and protection until conditions are right for germination and protect the seed from 
predators, wind, heavy rains, and the heat of the sun.  Master Naturalists Diane McMahon, Nina 
Wagner, and Julie Clay helped to facilitate this program.  

Following these informative presentations twenty enthusiastic fourth and fifth grade students got their 
hands in the mud mixture and made over 600 seed balls.  Each student participating in this program 
was given an envelope of seeds to take home.  The Kroc Center designated an area on their grounds 
for the students to distribute a large bag of their seed balls.   Another bag of seed balls was given to 
the Riverside Nature Center to distribute along the River Trail, which will open to the public soon.  

We hope these seed balls will produce spring blooms along the paths of distribution, and would like to 
thank Native American Seed, Riverside Nature Center, and both Kerrville and Boerne NPSOT (Native 
Plant Society of Texas) chapters for their donations of supplies for the seed balls.  
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Our Surprisingly Adapted Eastern Fox Squirrels
by Priscilla Stanley

Most of us have watched squirrels since we were kids, but there are still new things to learn about them.  
Our most common squirrel in the Hill Country is the eastern fox squirrel (Sciurus niger) with a 21-inch 
length (body and tail) and a weight of one.five to two pounds.  Fox squirrels are native to the eastern two-
thirds of Texas and the eastern half of the United States.  They have mostly dark gray and black fur on  
their head, back, and tail, with bright rusty-orange fur on their chin, chest, belly, feet, and tail.  This color 
pattern is similar to our native gray fox; hence the squirrel’s name.  Fox squirrels are large tree squirrels 
and prefer an open park-like habitat with tall trees, especially oaks and nut trees, and a generally open 
understory to be able to see and avoid predators.  However, they are adaptable to other forest habitats  
and thus are the most common squirrel in Texas.

Fox squirrels  may build several leaf nests in forks of trees for use in summer.  In winter, they nest in a tree 
cavity, often with several other squirrels.  They usually have two breeding seasons a year:  from January   
to February and from May to June, with a 40- to 45-day gestation period.  In the Hill Country where hollow 
trees are often available, they usually bear and raise their two to four young in a secure tree cavity.  Their 
young are born naked, with their eyes closed, and their eyes don’t open until around 30 days.  The young 
squirrels leave their mother and are on their own at around three months.  Imagine learning everything 
you need to know to survive in the wild, feed yourself and avoid predators in only 90 days.  They must be 
quick learners since fox squirrels can live up to 15 years.

Most folks know that squirrels  eat nuts, buds, pine cone seeds, and 
other seeds, fruits, and fungi.  I was  surprised to learn that they are 
omnivores, and also eat bird eggs, baby birds, mice, insects, 
amphibians, and carrion.  Squirrels also benefit our woodlands.  They 
bury acorns and nuts for winter food and find them later by smell.  Since 
squirrels only find some of the nuts they bury, they are important in 
planting many species  of nut trees.  Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department notes that a single squirrel can bury several thousand 
pecans over the course of three months.

We have a fox squirrel that spends  most of her time in our yard or 
nearby.  We really enjoy watching her and especially her young as they learn the skills of tree climbing 
and jumping between trees  that are required for squirrel life.  She is quite fond of our squirrel feeder with 
black oil sunflower seeds.  I can tell when she is  raising her young since the fur around her nipples is 
worn off from frequent nursing.  Thus I can understand that she requires a greater food intake to provide 
for her young.  This squirrel has explored all of our porches, potted plants and the yard seeking food.  She 
jumps up onto an eating-height table on the back porch to investigate each house plant summering there.  
I thought that she was eating one of the plants, but binoculars  revealed that she was eating the cedar 
mulch in the pot.  That seemed strange, but perhaps that was her version of maternity vitamins.  

On September 19th, I was surprised to see her sitting on the broad armrest of Jim’s heavy oak chair on 
the back porch.  It looked like she was industriously eating a large piece of cedar mulch.  After she 
finished her meal and left, I went out to see what she had eaten.  Sadly, we usually lose two to three 
hummingbirds each year to window strikes.  We find them on the porch, already stiff, with their wings  out 
perpendicular to their body, and their tongues sticking out of their tiny beaks.  On the arm of Jim’s chair I 
found remnants of a hummingbird.  Only 11 loose wing feathers and the hummingbird’s  head, cleanly 
severed at the neck, remained.  I took some comfort in seeing that this had indeed been a window strike 
death since the hummingbird’s tongue was still sticking out of its  little beak, and thus the squirrel hadn’t 
ambushed it.  Now that I know that fox squirrels are omnivores, I feel better knowing that nature’s 
resources, including carrion, are being efficiently recycled to benefit future generations of squirrels. 
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From Ralph Behrens :   

Here are some photos  from the Junction ISD LANDS FID (Learning Across New Dimensions in Science 
Field Investigation Day) at Llano Springs ranch last month.  There were at least six different stations for the 
junior and high school kids to observe and learn.  My station was with Znobia Wooten, a nice lady from the 
Native American Seed store in Junction.

She laid out a blue tarp and all the kids sat around as she showed us how to make seed balls (flower 
bombs). She set out two plastic buckets, one bag of seeds, and some water.  She showed how to take one 
cup of compost, one cup of clay, one cup of seeds, mix them together in a bowl, and add water a little at a 
time to get a paste.  She then passed fist-sized chunks of the paste out to us to roll out on the tarp into 
long skinny snakes and pinch off marble-sized pieces to roll into balls.  At the end of the day we had 
accumulated about 20 pounds of seed balls to take home and scatter; when it rains, the seeds  will grow 
flowers.

Later in the afternoon I witnessed what Koy Coffer described as "amazing."  All the kids were gathered so 
that she could show them a male and a female quail that she had in a brown cardboard box.  As she was 
attempting to get the male quail (the one with a white neck) out of the box you could hear him rumbling 
around.  Suddenly, as  she got him out to show to the group, he flew out of her hand and directly over the 
heads of the children.  Then he flew to the house behind everyone and started walking back to us and the 
box, where his  mate was.  He was recaptured and reunited with his mate.  Of course, all of the kids wanted 
to, and did get to, pet the quail.  They were released later.  It was a great day and experience.
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From Barb Herbst:  I’ve completed the training for the Texas Stream Team water quality project.  
We use a kit of lab ware, reagents, and meters to collect monthly data at 
regular sites. I’m testing at the fifth crossing of the Upper Cibolo Creek, 
which is on our property.  The data we collect includes E. Coli, dissolved 
oxygen, conductivity, pH, clarity, air and water temperature, and depth, as 
well as field observations such as flow, algae cover, surface conditions, 
current, and recent weather and rainfall.  This data is  entered into the 
Texas Stream Team website and used as input for local watershed 
enhancement projects, such as the Upper Cibolo Creek Watershed 
Enhancement Protection Plan.  This project is a great way to do science; 
contact Floyd Trefny, ftrefny@dish.net, for more information.  

From Barbara Oates:  Thanks to Amy Coward, R.N. and herbalist, and Sally Garrett, herbalist 
and 2011 Texas Master Naturalist graduate, the Riverside Nature Center 
is  putting in a medicinal herbal garden which will be called the Native 
Healing Garden. Amy and Sally have already shared a great deal of 
information on the native plants.  The focus of the volunteer group will be 
to plant, water, and weed the new garden and simply learn and share 
information about these healing plants.  Ultimately the area can be used 
to inform the community about the healing power of native plants.  We 
are using organic materials  and methods and have already 
planted Sphaeralcea spp., called globemallow, known for its  use in 
treating bronchitis and cystitis; Verbascum thapsus, called mullein, 

known as a great remedy for the respiratory system and used topically as a poultice for 
inflammation; and Echinacea augustifolia, known to boost the immune system.  I have enjoyed 
learning and sharing with the group of volunteers  that meets monthly. The Riverside Nature 
Center welcomes help with the Native Healing Garden anytime!  For more information contact 
Amy Coward, greenspiritherbs@yahoo.com or Sally Garrett, sally@earthlightenergies.com.

From Darlene Funk:  My first experience as a volunteer at the Kroc Center was a scavenger hunt 
with fourth and fifth graders.  Rheda Boardman and I drove to Kerrville 
with a desiccated deer carcass and a sack of very smelly raccoon poop 
(or odiferous scat, if you prefer).  The kids and I had a blast.  They found 
things we hadn't put there for them to find. My second experience was 
making seed balls. .I brought my vacationing husband along for this one.  
The kids got their hands dirty in making what seems like 40 million 
wildflower seed balls. The stains in my shirt still don't want to come out.  
My husband and I came home rejuvenated and inspired to make seed 
balls  for own property.  The kids at the Kroc are wonderful: attentive, 
enthusiastic and respectful--despite having already had a full day of 
school.  The staff at the Kroc are very helpful and supportive and the 

facility itself enables classroom and outdoor activities.  Volunteering at the Kroc Center is a joy!  
For more information, contact Martha Miesch, marthamiesch@yahoo.com.

Master Naturalist Hill Country Chapter
News from some members of the Class of 2012 about their current projects. 

mailto:ftrefny@dish.net
mailto:ftrefny@dish.net
mailto:greenspiritherbs@yahoo.com
mailto:greenspiritherbs@yahoo.com
mailto:sally@earthlightenergies.com
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mailto:marthamiesch@yahoo.com
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From Junior Hilburn:  I’ve been working with Sarah (who reported on her current volunteering in 
last month’s newsletter) in the butterfly garden at Kerrville-Schreiner 
Park.  We’ve replaced all of the wood in the benches that are used 
during presentations.  Also, we’ve hauled in mulch to refresh some of the 
trails.  All of the materials were donated by the park.  It’s an honor and a 
pleasure to volunteer there.  I’ll continue to help with clearing ash juniper 
and will be assisting with the December bow hunt.  I’ve also volunteered 
at one L.A.N.D.S. (Learning Across New Dimensions in Science) activity 
and plan to work on trails at Love Creek Preserve.  For more information 
on the butterfly garden, contact Cathy Downs, mzdowns@hctc.net; on 
L.A.N.D.S., contact Koy Coffer, kcoffer@texas-wildlife.org; on Love 

Creek Preserve, contact Rebecca Flack, r f lack@TNC.org or Bob McKinley, 
bobmac9827@gmail.com.

From Mary Pressler:  Volunteering at the Pollinator Garden at Lady Bird Johnson Park in 
Fredericksburg is  a great experience for me.  I work with very 
knowledgeable and generous people who share their talents and still 
have time for a joke and smile.  What started as a variety rose test site 
put in by Texas A&M is  now on its way to be a lovely pollinator garden.  
There are still three rose bushes that survived, and now the roses are 
surrounded with a variety of plants, grasses, walk ways and two inviting 
benches for passing some time and enjoying the show.  The Friends of 
Fredericksburg Nature Center along with the city of Fredericksburg joined 
hands to get this project off to a good start.  The garden is  designed by 
several Master Naturalists; it has rock from the old golf course, a split rail 

fence, two arbors, and six planting areas (including a Monarch watch garden)--and we have just 
installed a rainwater catchment system.  The Pollinator Garden was designed to supply habitat, 
food source, and host plants for butterflies, moths, bees, and hummingbirds, and to provide a 
learning experience for all who enter the garden. The design works; during the last few weeks 
the garden had hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies flitting about and now there are butterfly 
eggs on the milkweed plant.  Contact Jane Crone, jcrone@austin.rr.com, for more information.

From Tom Riordan:  At Cibolo Nature Center I’ve been helping with ant, aquatic, bird, monarch, 
prairie, and riparian woody plants surveys.  At the Kreutzberg Canyon 
Nature Area I’ve been repairing bird stations and helping with their bird 
survey.  I’m also a CoCoRaHS (Community Cooperative Rain, Hail, and 
Snow Project) reporter.  For more information on Kreutzberg Canyon 
projects, contact Kristie Denbow denbow@gvtc.com; on the Cibolo 
monarch survey, contact Skip Kiphart, skipkip@gvtc.com.  Go to http://
www.cibolo.org/ for more information on other Cibolo projects, and go to  
www.cocorahs.org for more information on CoCoRaHS.

  Master Naturalist Hill Country Chapter News ...continued
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2012   6:00 PM – 8:00 PM     CIBOLO NATURE CENTER   (CNC)
AT CODE 12-187     THE NATIVE AMERICANS OF SOUTH TEXAS
For the past three years, staff of the Center for Archaeological Research of the University of Texas at 
San Antonio has been conducting archaeological investigations along the upper reaches of the San 
Antonio River Basin found in Bexar County.   The project has provided a hitherto unequalled 
opportunity to learn about the history and prehistory  of human occupation along this stretch of the 
river.   Archaeological sites and cultural materials recovered during the excavations ranges from 
10,800 years before the present to 500 years old.   The materials illustrate a lengthy  and diverse 
occupation of the river which served as a magnet to humans from over 10,000 years.   The talk will 
bring together the results of these projects to weave an updated history of human occupation along 
San Antonio’s ancient river walk.  The presentation in the CNC Auditorium is by Dr. Steve Tompka; 
suggested donation is $7.00.    Go to https://secure.cibolo.org/civicrm/event/register?id=110&reset=1 
to register in advance. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2012     9:00 AM – 12:00 NOON     CIBOLO NATURE CENTER 

AT 12-189      HARVESTING RAINWATER AND SOLAR ENERGY 
John Kight, an engineer, rainwater catchment and solar panel owner, gives the latest technological 
information and the most practical advice. Learn about design and materials from someone who has 
done it himself!  The Kight home (which we will go to from the CNC Library) relies solely on rainwater 
and uses no well or outside water source.   Their system comfortably supplies delicious water for all 
household and landscape needs.  Kight’s solar energy system is tied to a battery backup, provides 
enough electricity  for normal demand during fall, winter and spring, and is tied to the grid.  It produces 
sufficient energy to power all of his appliances with the exception of the air conditioning system.  
Tuition: members $25.00; non-members $35.00.  Go to https://secure.cibolo.org/civicrm/event/
register?id=86&reset=1 to register.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2012     9:00 AM – 12:00 NOON     CIBOLO NATURE CENTER                             

AT CODE 12-188     ETHNOBOTANY WORKSHOP
Join professional naturalist Patty  Pastzor as she shares her knowledge about the uses of native Hill 
Country plants by Native Americans and early Texas settlers.  Patty will demonstrate how trees, 
grasses and leaves can be used to create tools and textiles.  During a walking tour, she will point out 
edible native plants as well as plants with medicinal properties.  Tuition: Members $20.00; Non-
members $25.00.  Go to https://secure.cibolo.org/civicrm/event/register?id=111&reset=1 to register.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2012     8:00 AM – 3:00 PM     CIBOLO NATURE CENTER

AT 12-191"  FIRE ECOLOGY: THE  ELEMENTS OF A PRESCRIBED BURN
Fire is a valuable land management tool that provides both ecological and financial benefits.  It is very 
important to  learn the techniques that make a prescribed burn safe and beneficial for wildlife and 
brush control.  At this workshop, experts in prescribed burning will provide you with everything you 
need to know to conduct a prescribed burn.  The workshop is hands-on, allowing participants to take 
part in the process of creating a firebreak by using fire to prepare back lines (weather permitting.)  
You will also learn about resources and sensible burn strategies that minimize risks while helping you 
meet your stewardship goals. The presenters are Marsh Weiershausen (President of the Hill Country 
Prescribed Burning Association), Rufus Stephens (TPWD District Leader),  Bill Armstrong (TPWD 
Biologist, retired), and Dusty  Bruns (Kendall SWCD, retired).  Tuition, including lunch and 
refreshments, is $25.00 for CNC members, $30.00 for non-members, or $20.00 for members of the 
Prescribed Burn Alliance of Texas. (Memberships are available at the workshop.)  To register, go to 
https://secure.cibolo.org/civicrm/event/register?id=112&reset=1 .

Advanced Training
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Advanced Training                                                                         . . . continued

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2012     10:00-11:30 AM;  2:00-3:30 PM     GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK

AT 12-178       GEOCACHING 101
Geocaching has become a popular sport and pastime to more than four million people. Join us for an 
introductory hands-on workshop  on the basics of geocaching.  We’ll provide the instruction, use of our 
GPS units, and get you started on this wonderful individual or family activity  you can do anywhere.  We 
do have a limited number of GPS units so we ask that you register for the programs prior to their start 
by  stopping by  either the Headquarters or the Discovery  Center. The program will be at the 
Amphitheater behind the Discovery Center.  Free with a TPWD Park Pass, or $7.00 daily pass; 
children ages 12 and under are free.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2012     7:00 PM -8:30 PM    GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK

AT 12-179       STORIES IN THE STARS
Join us for a fun-filled look at the night sky. We’ll check out seasonal constellations and learn about 
the stories of heroes, villains and princesses that adorn the night sky.  We’ll then head out to look at 
the moon and other celestial wonders through our telescopes.  This program will begin at the 
Amphitheater behind the Discovery  Center in the park. Free with a TPWD Park Pass, or $7.00 daily 
pass; children ages 12 and under are free.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2012     8:30 AM – 12:00 NOON     GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK   

AT 12-180      HONEY CREEK BIRD WALK
Whether you are a beginning birdwatcher or seasoned birder, join Park Interpreter Craig Hensley for 
a bird walk along the trails of Honey Creek State Natural Area. We’ll meet this at the Park 
Headquarters parking lot and drive over to the ‘back’ side of Honey Creek. Bring binoculars, a field 
guide (we do have a few to loan), and water; wear sturdy hiking shoes or boots.  Free with a TPWD 
Park Pass, or $7.00 daily pass; children ages 12 and under are free.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2012     7:00 PM     UPPER GUADALUPE RIVER AUTHORITY (UGRA)
AT 12-190      STORIES, TIPS, AND TRICKS OF THE PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER
Rolf Nussbaumer, a photographer whose work has appeared in numerous U.S. and European 
publications, will speak at the Hill Country Chapter monthly meeting.  His professional credits include 
numerous prizes in the Valley  Land Fund’s Wildlife Photo Contest in the Rio Grande Valley; he is the 
only photographer to win that contest three times.  He was born in Switzerland and moved to Texas 
in 2003.  His mission is to help  people experience nature through his photography.  He will share 
stories of his experiences in capturing his award winning photographs and reveal tips and tricks for 
photographers of all skill levels to take advantage of unusual photo opportunities.  Free; call Tom 
Hynes at 830-990-5750 for further information.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2012     12:00 PM - 1:00 PM    FERAL HOG COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 

AT 12-161      FERAL HOG DISEASE ISSUES 
This webinar is given by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach in conjunction with Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service.  Dr. Joseph Corn, Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study, 
College of Veterinary  Medicine, University  of Georgia, will speak.  You can interact with experts and 
view the entire webinar from anywhere with internet access.  Go to  https://
connect.extension.iastate.edu/feralhog.  Each webinar attended counts as one AT hour.  Contact 
Jared Timmons, jbtimmons@ag.tamu.edu or 254-485-4886 for further information.

https://connect.extension.iastate.edu/feralhog
https://connect.extension.iastate.edu/feralhog
https://connect.extension.iastate.edu/feralhog
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Advanced Training                                                                        . . . continued

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2012   10:00 AM -11:30 AM; 2:00 -3:30 PM   GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK

AT 12-181      THANKSGIVING WEEKEND SCAVENGER HUNT
Join us on this special holiday weekend for a bit of natural fun. We’re inviting you and your family 
out to the Discovery Center for a scavenger hunt of the natural kind!  We’ll provide you a list of 
natural “things” and send you out on the trail in search of everything from an animal home found
on a tree branch to seeds that stick – and much more!   Free with a TPWD Park Pass, or $7.00 
daily pass; children ages 12 and under are free.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012     7:00 PM - 8:30 PM      GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK

AT 12-182       WALK UNDER THE FULL MOON
Join us for our monthly series as we walk under the Full Moon.  We’ll head out along one of our 
trails and enjoy the night sights and sounds.  We’ll even view the moon through one of our 
telescopes at hike’s end.  Please meet at the Guadalupe River State Park Headquarters parking lot 
for this walk of approximately one mile.  Be sure to wear sturdy shoes and bring a flashlight and 
water.  The hike will be along a fairly level trail with some rocky spots.  This program is free.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2012     10:00 AM- 3:00 PM     GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK

AT 12-183     MAKING OF A NATURALIST: HERE A SPARROW, THERE A SPARROW
The Friends of Guadalupe River State Park & Honey Creek present this five-hour workshop  on 
sparrow identification, led by  Park Interpreter Craig Hensley.  A wide variety of native sparrows 
spend their winter in our area.  You’ll have the opportunity to learn identification tips and tricks 
during this workshop, sharpen your identification skills, and see several species up close through a 
bird banding demonstration.  The workshop begins at the Bulverde/Spring Branch Library and 
continues with a field experience at Honey Creek State Natural Area.  Be sure to bring a sack lunch 
and drink.  This workshop  is limited to the first 25 participants and includes a $5.00 fee payable to 
the Friends Group on the day of the workshop.  For more information or to register, call 
830-438-7653 or email Craig at craig.hensley@tpwd.state.tx.us. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2012     12:00 NOON.-1:00 PM.    FERAL HOG COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 

AT 12-162      CURRENT AND FUTURE FERAL HOG RESEARCH 
This webinar is given by Iowa State University  Extension and Outreach in conjunction with Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service.  Dr. Tyler Campbell, Feral Swine Project Leader, USDA APHIS, National 
Wildlife Research Center, Florida Field Station will speak.  You can interact with experts and view 
the entire webinar from anywhere with internet access.  Go to https://connect.extension.iastate.edu/
fera lhog . Each webinar a t tended counts as one AT hour.  Contact Jared 
Timmons, jbtimmons@ag.tamu.edu or 254-485-4886 for further information.

THE NEWSLETTER’S PUBLICATION SCHEDULE DOES NOT ALLOW ALL AT EVENTS TO BE 
LISTED IN EACH ISSUE.  CHECK EMAIL MESSAGES FOR AT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND 

CHECK THE CHAPTER CALENDAR ON OUR WEBSITE FOR AVAILABLE AT.
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T E X A S

Master 
Naturalist

Texas Master Naturalist mission:
To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated 

to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities.

Texas Master Naturalist Hill Country Chapter
Board of  Directors 2012

Priscilla Stanley -- President
Tom Hynes -- Vice President
Anne Cassidy -- Secretary
Floyd Trefny -- Treasurer
Steve Clyburn -- Director of Advanced Training
Daneshu Clarke -- Director of Class Training
Paula Smith -- Director of Communication
Eileen Gotke -- Director of Membership
Reidun Hilleman -- Director of Volunteer Service Projects
Sally Garrett -- 2011 New Class Representatives
Phyllis Muska -- Immediate Past President

LEARN 
MORE ON

 OUR WEBSITE

TXMN.ORG/HILLCOUNTRY

Keeping the 
Hill Country 

Native

The Texas Star is a monthly publication of the 
Hill Country Chapter  of the Texas Master 
Naturalist Program.  News stories, comments, 
and ideas are welcome.

Please email them to:

Lenore Langsdorf, Editor
LenoreLangsdorf@Gmail.com

The Texas Star

The Hill  Country Chapter does not 
r e c o m m e n d o r e n d o r s e 
organ iza t ions or commerc ia l 
s o u r c e s m e n t i o n e d i n o u r 
newsletter.  The opinions expressed 
are those of the authors and editor.

We meet on the fourth Monday of most months at 7:00 pm in 
the Upper Guadalupe River Authority Lecture Hall at 125 Lehman 
Drive in Kerrville.

We do not meet in December.
This month’s meeting is on the third Monday (November 19).  

Join us at 6:30 for our social half-hour.  Everyone is welcome. 

Questions about our chapter?
Email Eileen Gotke,

Director of Membership
Gotke@HCTC.Net


