BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY
Jt’s gaing to be a fun day!

- mtivities \
N’ 9:00-10:00a
t@i Hike trails; brush-up on forbs, grasses,

and trees; bird; or just enjoy quiet time
on a nature walk.

10:00-11:00a

Chapter member Bill Csanyi demonstrates
Vo) the ancient art of flint knapping.
11:00-11:30a

Mrs. Betty recalls Comfort and farm history.
11:30a-12:30p

Bring your own picnic lunch. Drinks and

BRING

ice provided.
fas 12:30-1:15p
G ¢ Chair Witness the beauty of birds of prey with
.lMuleshoe Farm e« Camera Last Chance Forever’s John Karger.

306 US 87 ¢ Binoculars
Comfort e Sunglasses *

* Field guides

Here’s your chance to tour an
v * Lunch and snacks

1896 farmhouse and out-buildings!

Be sure to place bids in our silent auction. There’s something for everyone.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ... Priscilla Stanley

First, I want to encourage
you and your family to attend
our annual Chapter Family
Picnic on Saturday, June 23
at Muleshoe Farm near Comfort.
This is more than just another
picnic that Tom Hynes and
'| his committee have organized.
This is an opportunity for both

our chapter members and
their families to spend time meeting other
members and their families at an interesting
historical farm that really was plowed by mules
for many years. During one period the land
was plowed seven times each year using a team
of eight mules and horses pulling abreast.
That must have been incredibly difficult work
for the farmer as well as the horses and mules.

John Karger of Last Chance Forever will have
some of his birds of prey at the picnic for a
display of their flying skills. The Muleshoe
Farm and Ranch property will be developed to
promote nature education by various groups
and organizations.

Last Chance Forever is 501(c)(3) organization
and a volunteer project for our chapter (KL-09-A).
If you have thought about volunteering on this
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project, this would also be a fine opportunity
to see the property and understand the various
activities that you might wish to join in with
your fellow members. I understand there has
been some trail building and there are lots of
wildflowers to enjoy. For more information
about volunteering at Last Chance Forever,
please contact Project Coordinator Cynthia Burgin.

Secondly, if you know someone who is thinking
about becoming a Master Naturalist, I encourage
you to talk with them about it. Daneshu Clarke,
our new class director, and her new class
committee members have put together an
excellent new class training program with new
topics and new speakers that starts on August 20.
You can see the draft class schedule on our
website txmn.org/hillcountry under the “Become
a Master Naturalist” tab. Application deadline
is Friday, July 13.

Last, but certainly not least, our wildflowers
are continuing to excel in beauty and diversity.
Please don't get too busy to enjoy this remarkable
profusion of Hill Country wildflowers. Most of
our chapter picnics include an informal wildflower
walk for whomever wants to come along, both
TMNs and family members. Everyone is welcome
on the walk! I hope to see you there!

Chapter members are welcome and
encouraged to attend and contribute to
Board of Directors meetings.

The board meets on Wednesdays prior to
monthly chapter meetings at 1:30p.m. at
Riverside Nature Center.

Board meeting notes may be read by visiting
txmn.org/hillcountry/member-area/board-
meeting-notes/

Support your board as they guide
and grow our chapter.

B i i i
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THIS MONTH WE HONOR

Milestones 2012 Recertification Special Recertification First Year Certification
500 Hours - Brushed Silver Mex<car.7 f-ree-ta/led bat Mexican free-tailed bat Dragonfly
Vi | G Virginia _deWoIf Ken Weber Carl Luckenbach
Ann Dietert Bob Wiedenfeld

250 Hours - Bronze Fane Downs
Richard Adams Warren Ferguson
Michael Foulds

Sandra Magee
Scott Magee
Alexis McRoberts
Phyllis Muska
Mary Frances Watson

Linda Louise Ross

ADVANCED TRAINING

AT 12-047 WILDFLOWER EXPLORERS' CLASSES

Wednesday, June 20, July 4, July 18, August 1, August 15, September5, September 19; 9a-10a; RNC
On first and third Wednesday mornings, learn about 150 native wildflower species found in the Hill Country.
Volunteers will meet to walk and talk through the gardens of RNC.

Registration: e-mail Barbara Lowenthal, beltex@ktc.com or Julie Clay, jbrazaitis@aol.com.

AT 12-074 Wildlife Track and Sign Evaluation

Tuesday-Wednesday, June 19-20, Austin

Tracking Certification hosted by Dave Scott of Earth Native Wilderness School. A two-day practical field
test. Learn to identify tracks and sign of any and all species encountered in the field, whether big or
small, clear or obscure. All tracking skill levels welcome.

Registration required. Cost is $200. Visit earthnativeschool.com for more information or to register.

AT 12-068A-E CANYON GORGE DOCENT TRAINING CLASS

Friday, August 31, September 7, September 14, September 21, September 28; 11a -5p; Community
Resource & Recreation Center; Sattler

Gorge Volunteers Needed! An intense training that includes half day in the gorge. All five classes must be
completed to qualify as a docent.

Registration required. Contact Jaynellen Ladd, 830-964-5424 or tours@canyongorge.org.

MOM WAS RIGHT: GO OUTSIDE
Young children are increasingly
shunning the country, even as
MORE AUSTINITES DRILLING scientists outline the mental benefits
PRIVATE WELLS TO WATER LAWNS of spending time in natural settings.

statesman.com/news/statesman- online.wsj.com/article/
investigates/more-austinites-drilling-private SB10001424062/023036105045774186511026

~wells-to-water-lawns-2388246.htm 15334hmi



http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org/
mailto:beltex@ktc.com
mailto:jbrazaitis@aol.com
mailto:tours@canyongorge.org.
http://www.earthnativeschool.com/
http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
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http://www.statesman.com/news/statesman-investigates/more-austinites-drilling-private-wells-to-water-lawns-2388246.html
http://www.statesman.com/news/statesman-investigates/more-austinites-drilling-private-wells-to-water-lawns-2388246.html
http://www.statesman.com/news/statesman-investigates/more-austinites-drilling-private-wells-to-water-lawns-2388246.html
http://trendmag2.trendoffset.com/publication/?i=111073%20&utm_campaign=may2012&utm_medium=email&utm_source=getaways
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Chapter Slogan/Tagline
Contest!

The chapter needs taglines or slogans that describe the chapter and what we do.
We want to brand the chapter with a memorable phrase .

You've probably heard these famous lines: Now, we need a famous line
"Got Milk?", "Reach out and touch someone", and it's up to you!

"Things go better with Coke", "Have it your way”,

"Where’s the beef’, and “Think different". A special grand prize

that any Master

Naturalist would covet

The board will vote will be awarded!
on submissions.

Submit your ideas
and suggestions!

Deadline is June 19.

Winners will be announced at our picnic on June 23.
We will use our new slogans in our publications and on our merchandise.

Please email your slogan ideas to Sally at sally@earthlightenergies.com or Merrily at merr@mindspring.com.
Heive fyn!

[
[ . e 1 . . .

It's time to look around and see what is hiding in closets, the
'The First Master : i

garage, or anywhere else things hide. We are looking for |tems|

I b L] L]
| Natura_lSt PlCIllC that appeal to Master Naturalists. Silent auction bidding will !

occur during our chapter picnic June 23.

|
| e . '
' Silent Auction The more items we get, the more fun it will be! i
r—'——-—m e —— The first item donated is a four-day stay i
|
|
|
|

at a luxury condominium on
South Padre Island.

This is a wonderful trip for anyone!

The trip must be taken after Labor Day and |
before May 31, 2013 subject to scheduling |
with the condo owner. Minimum bid is $250. |

I
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[ |
: We hope to get other equally great donations! :
: Kerrville contact: Cynthia Burgin, 210-381-4121, to drop donations at Cynthia’s house or for pick-up. :
[ I
[ |
[ |

Comfort contact: Sharon McLaughlin, items may be dropped at the Comfort Chamber of Commerce,
630 Hwy 27.
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WHY REPORT VOLUNTEER HOURS?

We have all been through the training class. For those who certified or those who are working on it,
hours reporting is not just to attain the annual pin and your picture in the newsletter! A few facts you
may have forgotten:

Your Hours Mean Real Money

The current value of each hour that you report is $19.50. For 2011 alone that amounted to $413,887.50
from Hill Country Chapter Master Naturalists. Statewide, the value was more than $5.5 million. What do
these amounts mean? The federal aid grant for the Texas Master Naturalist program supports Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department. While not directly contributing to the state park shortfall, TMN volunteers
who work in state parks help replace the loss of staff diminished by budget cuts. As master naturalists,
you better than most Texas citizens know the value of our state and local parks, local nature centers,
and nature education in nature for young people.

The Record Keeper and You

Sandy Leyendecker is the heroine of our chapter who keeps up with the hours chapter members report.
Imagine trying to keep up with the paper work generated by 250 volunteers. She is a saint! How can we help her?

e Use the correct Volunteer Project Code. Several codes were changed a year ago. Before
you do next month’s report, download the project code list from the chapter website and be
sure you are using the correct code.

** http://txmn.org/hillcountry/; mouse over Volunteer Projects; click VVolunteer Project List; download an
Excel or PDF project list; open the list; and scan for your projects.

¢ Use the Volunteer Hours Reporting Form that Eileen sends and that you can find on the
website. We all like to do things our own way; but in this case, variety is NOT a good thing.
** http://txmn.org/hillcountry/; mouse over Volunteer Projects,; click Volunteer Hours Reporting Form;

download an Excel, PDF, or Word form,; open the form,; and follow directions to record and report your
hours.

e Report hours timely. A question I asked early on in reporting hours was, “Can you report hours
late?" It is recommended that you report each month for the previous month. If you forget some
hours, they can be included in a subsequent report. Sandy prepares a quarterly report for Michelle
Haggerty, state coordinator, to make Sandy's work easier, report hours as soon as you can.

Have You Gotten Out of the Habit of Reporting?

It has been noticed that there are trained master naturalists who are providing volunteer service, but for
whatever reason, do not report hours. Maybe it seems pointless or worse, too much like punching the clock;
but it means a lot to the program and the program really cannot exist without the federal grant that subsidizes
it. If it was important to you to learn from the master naturalist program, then the small price you pay is
to quantify the hours you volunteer in a monthly report. To quote Mother Teresa, "We ourselves feel that
what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean, but the ocean would be less because of that missing drop.”

What Expenses Associated with Being a Master Naturalist can You Deduct?

You should definitely check with your accountant, but IRS Publication 526 states that expenses related to
the use of your vehicle in giving services to a qualified organization are deductible. Reliable written records
must be kept. According to the publication, records “may be considered reliable if you made them regularly
and at or near the time you had the expenses.” The IRS also states: If you use the standard mileage rate
of 14 cents per mile, your records must show the miles you drove your car for the charitable purpose. If
you deduct your actual expenses, your records must show the costs of operating the car that are directly
related to a charitable purpose.”

“"Volunteers aren’t paid, not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless.”

Support the TMN program you love.
Please Report Your Hours.


mailto:sandy325@windstream.net
http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
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YOUR REFERRALS ARE OUR BEST GANDIDATES.

. Tell friends and family what a wonderful chapter we have!

We have a few spots open for the Class of 2012. Applications must be

Ask friends in Bandera, Gillespie, Kendall and Kerr Counties po;tmarked by
to send their applications now. Friday, July 13

The application and class schedule can be downloaded from our website
txmn.org/hillcountry/become-a-master-naturalist/2010-class-schedule/

We are looking for folks who not only want to learn about the Hill Country,
but who also have desire and time to care for the Hill Country through
volunteer service. Folks who want to make new friends and have fun.

The 2012 program kicks-off with the new class reception at Kerr Arts and
Culture Center on Monday, August 20. Classes begin August 22. For more
information, contact Eileen Gotke or Daneshu Clarke.

Congratulations, Texas Stars! Members present at our May meeting to receive awards and milestones
were: Rheda Boardman, Sharon Hixson, Stephen Bishop (250 hours), Daneshu Clarke (250 hours),
Karen Millikan, Steve Clyburn, Julie Clay, Martha Miesch, Gloria Costello, Sally Garrett, and John
Sloan. Kneeling: Jack Millican, Tom Hynes, and Eileen Gotke (500 hours).


http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
mailto:gotke@hctc.net
mailto:jdclarke@gvtc.com
http://txmn.org/hillcountry/become-a-master-naturalist/2010-class-schedule/
http://txmn.org/hillcountry/become-a-master-naturalist/2010-class-schedule/
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The Chapter is Pleased to Welcome New Member

Unne Dietert

Anne was born in Comfort, Texas and grew up
on a farm and ranch purchased by her great-
grandparents in 1883.

She graduated from the University of Texas at
Austin and worked as a medical technologist until
retirement.

She completed master naturalist training with the
Alamo Area Chapter in 2002. Anne focused her
volunteer efforts on Cibolo Nature Center (CNC).

Since retirement, she enjoys working on projects
on the family property in Kerr County, her own
yard in Boerne, at CNC, and recently at Muleshoe
Farm.

When Anne was a child, her family frequently visited
the Wiedenfeld family who were the previous
owners of the Muleshoe Farm property. Anne
says, "It has been fun to help rehabilitate the
farm. I have really felt welcomed by the Hill

Country Chapter and am enjoying making new  Anne Dietert transferred from the Alamo Area Chapter
friends.” and immediately began using her talents at Muleshoe

Farm.
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A Trog jumgping
from Kip Kiphart

Vote to help Bastrop State Park ~ Take the -
win $100,000! frog quizl

=

a way you can help bring Bastrop State Park back from the ashes. _ " The FROG CALL
Coca-Cola will provide a $100,000 grant to the park that receives QUIZ website

the most votes during its national "America Is Your Park" promotion. 3 provides a resource
Vote onIine_ at livepositively.com/parks and while you’re there be \ for learning breeding
sure to register your FourSquare account so you can earn the park = 1 calls of frogs and

100 votes when you “check-in"!

Also please tell your family and friends to vote, too, and post a link
to the livepositively.com/parks on your social media accounts.

You can vote every day for Bastrop State Park up until the deadline
of July 15. If we all rally together we can win this for Bastrop State Park.

toads. To test your
' ability to identify frog

' calls in Texas, use
-1 the Public Quiz option.

tpwd.state.tx.us/newsmedia/releases/?req=20120524b i It’s fun!
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JUNIOR RIATURALIST REVIEW

2011-2012 Junior Naturalist Training & Junior Naturalist Club
at Riverside Nature Center

BY STEPHANIF, STONE PERRY

There are not many things that can bring a smile
to my face like a child's enthusiasm for nature!

It is truly a joy to work with Riverside Nature Center's
Junior Naturalists - a remarkable, bright, caring group
l' of elementary-aged students who come together to
a lgt learn about the Hill Country's natural resources and

Riverside Nature Center to participate in related group service projects.

The Junior Naturalist program is staffed by a wonderful group of Hill Country Chapter Master
Naturalist volunteers who give generously and cheerfully of their time and energy to offer this
important education to our local youth. At the end of our second year of training Junior Naturalists,
I can gladly say that we have learned a great deal and continue to learn still, always striving to
provide the best program possible. i

Junior Naturalist leaders conducted a Junior
Naturalist training for nine new students in the
2011-2012 session. This training consisted of
an orientation, twelve two-hour classes (each
with a nature theme), one family field trip to
Old Tunnel State Park, and a commencement
ceremony. Master naturalist volunteers who
deserve thanks for their roles as 2011-2012
Junior Naturalist leaders include Julie Clay,
Peggy Robinson, Melody Rose Baker, and
Ronnie Wilson. Fane Downs came to our rescue
as a substitute. I cannot say enough about
how much I appreciate the contributions
of each of these talented individuals!
They do a phenomenal job fulfilling their roles
as Junior Naturalist leaders! If you come in
contact with any of these volunteers, please
extend your gratitude to them. It is well deserved!

Inclusion of guest presenters is an important
component of our Junior Naturalist training

classes. These roles also have been filled by The Junior Naturalist program boasts an incredible group

Chapter members. We are so p|eased that these of volunteers! Top, clockwise: Melody Rose Baker helps a
L . . . student study leaf shapes during plant class, Peggy Robinson

fOIk_S joinin tO. share their expertise with our shares the joy of birding during ornithology class, and Julie

Junior Naturalists! Clay shows students plant parts during their plant lesson.

continued.


http://txmn.org/hillcountry/

This year's guest speakers were Susan
Longacre on geology, Kevin Pillow on
ornithology, Leanne Beauxbeannes
on mammalogy, and Dr. Guy Harrison
on ichthyology and entomology.
Other special guests included Travis
Linscomb of UGRA for hydrology and
Susan Sander for mammalogy and
commencement. These presenters
delighted the students with the
knowledge and passion they shared
and we are very grateful to them!

Beyond training new Junior Naturalists,
Riverside Nature Center (RNC) has a
club for students who have earned
their Junior Naturalist badges. This
club meets once or twice a month.
Club meetings indude learning activities
that build upon the knowledge students
gained in their Junior Naturalist training,
as well as service projects that allow
the students to help out in ways that
are important and meaningful to them.
The Junior Naturalist Club has been
very busy since I last reported to you

through this newsletter. Junior Naturalist training classes have a strong emphasis on learning
through hands-on, exploratory activities.

Here's what we have been up to since
August 2011:

e We participated in Journey North's
Symbolic Migration, sending an
ambassador butterfly, created by
our group, to spend the winter with
students in Mexico.

e We had a group hike at Schreiner
Park where we enjoyed studying a
nice variety of plants and wildlife.

e Our homeschoolers created a video
submission for the One Day on Earth
film project, documenting the human
experience across the globe on 11-11-11.

e We held a nature game day at
Tranquility Island, featuring games
that encouraged our observation
skills.

continued.

The 2011-2012 training group was treated to an evening of fun and learning
during a family field trip to Old Tunnel State Park.



e We enjoyed the Hill Country
Archeological Association's
Archeology Fair, with loads of
wonderful hands-on activities.

e We took a field trip to Cave
Without a Name where we were
treated to a splendid cave tour.

o We created crafts from bamboo
including pan flutes and mason
bee bundles, that the kids could
sell for a fundraiser.

e We rolled seed balls (818 to
be exact) containing native seeds
that will be spread along the
Kerrville River Trail once
construction subsides.

. . Guest presenters are an important component of Junior Naturalist training. Top
e We participated in RNC's left, clockwise: Leanne Beauxbeannes teaches about Hill Country mammals,
Down by the Riverside and Earth Guy "Doc” Harrison shows students a collection during entomology class,
Dav Celebration festival Kevin Pillow shares the wonders of hummingbirds during the ornithology lesson,
ay Lelebration restivals. and Susan Sander shares her collection of skulls and pelts during mammalogy class.

And, we had a drawing lesson
with Scrimshander extraordinaire,
Linda Karst Stone, who gave us
tips on creating realistic botanical
drawings for our nature journals and
our art work, with a focus on
observation as the most critical
aspect of producing excellent
drawings.

Whew! Can you tell I have been
enjoying it all as much as the
kids?! It is rewarding work!

Does this all sound like great fun?!
Itis!!! You can getin on it by joining
RNC's team of Junior Naturalist
leaders and special guest presenters!
The Junior Naturalist Club runs
year-round and RNC's education
committee plans to hold another
Junior Naturalist training during
the 2012-2013 school year.

Contact RNC Volunteer Coordinator

As a practice of good stewardship, the 2011-2012 training group picked up Martha Hix at 830-257-4837 or
litter at Riverside Nature Center during the class nature walks. They weighed ; :

the trash and kept a graph of how much litter they removed from the grounds mc mem bership@gmail.com for
(mostly in the creek area). During the program, the JNs picked up 18 pounds  details.
of trash!!!
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Junior Naturalist Club students rolled 818 seed balls
using native seeds as a service project. The students
will scatter the seed balls along the Kerrville River Trail
construction area to help restore the damaged land.

Scrimshander/artist Linda Karst Stone gives club members
tips and techniques for drawing realistic botanical drawings in
their naturalist journals and in their art work.

'f;'“' : L, g e TPLIAS anih DS

Family Field Trip to Cave Without a Name .

The Junior Naturalist Club
created an ambassador
butterfly that was sent to
Mexico through the Journey
North Symbolic Migration
program. The butterfly,
carrying messages of good
will and unity in conservation,
spent the winter with students
in Mexico who live near the
monarch winter sanctuaries.
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f 5. TAKING IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL

Through Junior Naturalist round table discussions held at the

state meetings over the past few years, it has become

apparent that many Texas Master Naturalist Chapter
are putting a great amount of effort into creating
their own Junior Naturalist programs and would
like support in doing so.

A great need is felt across the state of Texas for a
reproducible model for Junior Naturalist/Junior Master
Naturalist programs that a TMN chapter could pick up and initiate without the tremendous
amount of work that goes into creating a program from scratch.

A group has formed to begin developing a program model in cooperation with the TMN state
office. The Texas Junior Naturalist Task Force has begun the process of gathering and developing
ideas for what a state-wide Junior Naturalist/Junior Master Naturalist program might look like.

These ideas are being gathered through a google group under the name "Texas Junior Naturalist
Task Force". Texas Master Naturalists are invited to join the group by sending a request to
Stephanie Stone Perry at earthenlearner@gmail.com.

The more ideas are contributed
throughout the process, the Whatan exciﬁnﬂ fime ﬁ?r ymﬂ% nature education in Texas!
stronger the program will be.
Please do not hesitate to jump in and join the discussions that have been established within
that group. Soon the group will begin holding on-line meetings to build the momentum of the
process, and a Texas Junior Naturalist/Junior Master Naturalist development session will be
held at the 2012 TMN State Meeting.

13th ANNUAL STATEWIDE TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING AND ADVANCED TRAINING.
October 26-28, 2012 Camp Allen Navasota, Texas

Planning is underway for the state meeting and there are several areas where we need your help.
e Present a Volunteer Service Project

e Present an Innovative Solution to Chapter Development

e Lead a Roundtable Topic

e Short Session Advanced Training

Submissions must include:

e Type (Present a Project, Innovative Solution, Roundtable, Short Session; discussion, PowerPoint, or
hands-on activity)

e Presentation title

e Presenter name and contact information

e Chapter name (no initialisms)

e Four to five describing what your presentation covers.

Submissions will be reviewed and notice of acceptance sent. Deadline is July 8. Submit to Michelle
Haggerty, mhaggerty@ag.tamu.edu. You will receive an email confirmation of your submission.



http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
mailto:earthenlearner@gmail.com
mailto:mhaggerty@ag.tamu.edu

Tom Hynes organized an incredible trip. Chapter
members and Gorge docents Cathy Downs and
Gracie Waggener helped lead. Front: Docent
Gracie Waggener, Tom Hynes, Lisa Williams,

Daneshu Clarke, and Docent Cathy Downs. Back:
Marion Worthington, Eileen Gotke, Stephen
Bishop, Jim Clarke, and Carl Luckenbach.




Texas Star

txmn.org/hillcountry Page 14

What Happened to All the Critters
I Used to See?

Growing up in the country in the Permian Basin
between Lubbock and Midland, I spent a lot of time
roaming the pastures around our house, although
much of it was being plowed up to make new cotton
fields back then. But the time I spent in the mes
quite/shinnery/short grass prairie was so much fun
because of all of the critters I could see.

I lived away from Texas for a number of years, but

when I returned twelve years ago I was saddened to find that many of the critters I enjoyed as
a boy have become much less common. Some are even quite scarce and becoming more so.

As a kid I could almost always walk around for a little while and find a Texas horned lizard. We
called them “horny toads.” They were easy to catch and fun to play with, and I always let them

Mountain short-horned lizard,
one of several Texas horny toads.

go where I found them. They were fun to watch
picking ants from around a harvester ant hill. Both
the harvester ants and the horned lizard have largely
disappeared from most of Texas.

Cottontails and jackrabbits used to be much more
numerous. A short walk through the pasture in
midday when they were resting in the shade could
always result in flushing at least one of my favorite
animals. A drive down a country road at night would
frequently show more than one in the headlights at
once. They are still around, of course, and they are
not threatened like the hormed lizard, but their numbers
are much reduced.

At one time when I was a kid I collected thirteen box turtles and kept them in a pen my father had
used to raise pheasants. One of them even laid eggs and I had several baby turtles. Box turtles
are nowhere near as common as they used to be.

My favorite bird used to be the mourning dove. I think it was
because I learned to mimic their call and could sometimes call one
up. Back then mourning doves were quite common. If people
wanted to hunt white-winged doves, they had to travel to Mexico
to do it. Now it appears that white-winged doves have expanded
their range and have out-competed our native mourning doves.

Quail of all species, especially scaled and bobwhites, have declined
dramatically in the past years, to the point where seeing, or even
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hearing one is a rarity for most of us.
You don’t have to be a hunter to mourn their loss.

I have seen many fewer field mice and rats in recent
years than I remember from when I was a kid, nor
do I see any sign of either of them very often.

I had always assumed that the Hill Country would
be ideal habitat for rattlesnakes, and expected to
see a lot of them when we moved here. Butin fact
I have seen very few, in spite of walking many
miles over hundreds of properties in the past several
years. I know there are localities where they are
relatively abundant, but I don't think they are nearly as abundant as they were where I grew up.

DRIy ) P R R~ N & B T ST

Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus

Coyotes also seem to be less plentiful now than in the past, at least as judged by the few sightings
or hearing their calls or seeing roadkills. This may be due largely to trapping that occurs to
protect sheep and goat raisers.

So what caused the changes in these and other animal populations? I think the short answer is “us”.

As the human population has increased we have begun to occupy more and more of the habitat

these animals used to have available to them. We have also destroyed or degraded otherwise

native habitat by our land use practices. Overgrazed ranges are less favorable wildlife habitat.

Increased cropland acreage as well as cultivated “improved” pastureland are poor habitats for
NS just about everything.

Removing predators has increased native deer populations which have
destroyed or damaged habitats for other wildlife. Introduction of alien
species from fire ants to exotic ungulates to feral hogs and cats certainly
have had negative effects on some wildlife.

The bottom line is that by far most of the decline in the numbers of most
of these native animals, just like the cause of most species extinction, is
loss of habitat caused by humans. I think it is sad that today’s kids
can’t experience the number of wild critters that I did.

Until next time...

Jim Stanley is a Texas Master Naturalist and author of Hill Country Landowner’s
Guide. His columns can be read at hillcountrynaturalist.org

Konner loves his box turtle.
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Riverside Nature Center Weekly Fauna Census

May marked the conclusion of the fifth year of the
RNC fauna census.

From freezing temps to blistering hot, dry as “H”, : y €
and ksometimes underwater, it has been fun and I/ 3 *@% " /-?i;locgsgz; rl?lzg;z
worK. \ _~—— photography show to

Riverside Nature
Center. The successful
\ ) show netted RNC

Tom Collins : $266.00.

Many thanks to all who helped during these past
five years.

e e il Riverside Nature Center Weekly Fauna Census
We had an unusual Theona Checkerspot - a dark form we haven't
seen before. We will confirm identification with Terry Doyle.

il There will be NO census the next two Fridays, June 8 and June
15. We will resume June 22 at 9a.m. June 29 with an 8a.m.
start will be part of the Kerrville NABA Count.

Cynthia Johnson  Harriet Warren Tom Collins

-~

NORTH AMERICAN

- BUTTERFLY ASSOCIATION

COUNTS |
Please contact any compiler to join the count team. =
Beginners are welcomed and encouraged to
participate. No prior experience is needed. Team

leaders will have field guides to help you learn
the butterflies.
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Attractive Wildflowers
an Evolving Native

B Purple Horsemint
88 Monarda citridora
i Stanley7 is a favorite Hill Country wild-
: : : flower and grows throughout
BY Texas It blooms malnly from May through July. According to Flora of North
PRISCILLA  Central Texas, “citronellol, used in perfume and insect repellent is obtained
STANLEY  from this species.” It is easy to grow from seed, even in a wildflower area.
The seeds are so fine that they can spread quite a distance on their own, and
thus naturalize in attractive drifts of two feet tall plants with long-lasting attractive purple blooms.
Its square stems identify it as a member of the Lamiaceae (Mint) Family.

,/I ‘5/;/'(/ (K/ Yt

OF THE MONTH

Prairie Larkspur Delphinium carolinianum ssp. Vimineum

is a less common Hill Country wildflower, but
is well-worth growing in your garden or wild
flower area. Itis quite different from the robust
delphiniums my mother and grandmother
grew in the northeastern U.S. This native
plant is far more slender and delicate-looking
with attractive spurred blue flowers. The
leaves are deeply incised and thus have a
reduced surface area, perhaps as an adaption
to our semi-arid climate. I bought a one-gallon
pot of larkspur at a native nursery and it had
been a small plant until this year when it became
multi-branched and three feet tall.

Flora of North Central Texas notes “In the
western U.S., larkspurs are second only to
locoweeds as a cause of fatal cattle poisoning;
they contain alkaloids such as delphinine and ajacine; while of variable toxicity, all larkspur
species should be considered poisonous”. A significant number of our Hill Country native plants
are toxic to reduce herbivory by grazers and browsers. It is prudent for humans not to eat or
taste our native plants since some can be lethal when ingested even in small amounts. The
common name Larkspur is apparently an old English name referring to the flower’s resemblance
to the spur of the elongated hind claw of the European crested lark. Larkspur is in the Ranunculaceae
(Buttercup) Family. continued.

Jim Stanley Jim Stanley
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Sleepy Catchfly Silene antirrhina is an annual up to three feet tall with an open-branching

' growth habit in the upper stems and small
white flowers (1/4”) from late April through
early June. This plant is noteworthy for the
broad brown bands of very sticky material that
it produces on its stems which actually catch flies.
Interestingly the plant is unable to digest or
otherwise obtain nutrition or other benefits from
the flies that it catches. There is a hypothesis
that such plants might be in the process of
evolving to become carnivorous plants able to
digest their prey. Such plants can be described
as protocarnivorous. They are also called semi-
carnivorous, para-carnivorous, or sub-carnivorous.
Sleepy Catchfly is in the Caryophyllaceae Family,
also known as the Pink Family, which includes
the Venus flytrap and the pitcher plant, two
carnivorous plants. Sleepy Catchfly is reported to
be poisonous.

I became acquainted with this plant on April 15
during the Government Canyon native plant
hike led by Bill Carr, one of the best botanists in
Texas. Our group of fifteen spent several hours

~ hiking through this unspoiled TPWD natural area
purchased to help preserve the quality and quantity of the San Antonio water supply. I was
especially pleased that a majority of the group were Hill Country Chapter members enjoying
this unique learning opportunity. When a thunderstorm poured rain after we were far out on
the trail, our members were prepared and unfazed. We learned lots of new plant names, and
more importantly, interesting properties of the plants and how to recognize them. This trip also
enlightened me to the identity of several mystery plants that had shown up in our yard this
year, including Sleepy Catchfly. I really can’t think of any group I would rather spend the day
with than our fellow chapter members learning more together in the outdoors.

Jim Stanley

There are so many native plants in the Hill Country that learning them can seem daunting at first.
Learning one at a time makes it easy.

5 If you are on facebook, please take a moment to 5 Like
Flnd uson our chapter. We post info, photos, events, and news frequently.

Face boo k Everyone is welcome to post items that interest Master Naturalists.

facebook.com/TMNHillCountryChapter
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Before this special bird photo time
slips away, I wanted to bring
another location to your attention -
Port Aransas on the Gulf Coast. Although a
bit farther a field it is unique in several respects
and is worthy of your consideration.

Port Aransas is the location of the Leonabelle
Turnbull Birding Center. This wetland area is
dedicated to Leonabelle, who was the local weekly

birding guide. She led birdwatchers each Wednesday
morning for more than the dozen years that I lived
on nearby Upper Padre Island. Let me clarify ‘wetland’.
This particular ‘wetland’ is the sewage treatment
plant for Port Aransas. It is basically odor free,
but shifting winds can add a slight chemical smell
to the air. It attracts large numbers of tourists and
locals daily, so odor is a non-concern. The unique
attraction is the lengthy boardwalk that takes you
through the reeds and out into the open water. A
tower allows views over the reeds and higher spoil
areas into the backwater many birds prefer. There
are also areas built off the boardwalk where you
can set up your scope or camera tripod.

txmn.org/hillcountry

H0W 70 TAKE

NATURE PHOTOS
"By om soun

Now to the main attraction - the photo subjects
themselves. Breeding groups of blue-winged and
green-winged teal, black-bellied whistling ducks,
mottled ducks, and perhaps ruddy ducks can be seen.
The boardwalk often allows close views of the ducks
and ducklings. Pied-billed grebes, coots, and common
moorhen provide family and nest views as well.
There is a resident population of great blue herons,
tri-colored egrets, great egrets, and often green herons.
You may not see the nesting wader’s offspring, but
you get great close-up views of the adults. Although
difficult to photograph because of their stealth,
least bitterns always skulk in the reeds. Fate needs
to be on you side to digitally record these little beauties.

Since this area is only part of a larger wetland, a lot
of flying bird activity occurs in the early part of the
day. This provides excellent flying bird photos. The
birds are relatively large, slow flying, and often diving
for small fishes. Frequently many members of the
tern family challenge you. I have seen the magnificent
frigate bird diving here for fresh water.

If you are new to flying bird photography, it is not
as daunting as it may seem. The modern digital
camera is a huge help, with built-in fast shutter
speeds and tracking abilities. To get started just set
your camera to the ‘running man’ symbol and
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http://www.cityofportaransas.org/Leonabelle_Turnbull_Birding_Center.cfm
http://www.cityofportaransas.org/Leonabelle_Turnbull_Birding_Center.cfm

Volume 10, No. 6 txmn.org/hillcountry

experiment to your heart’s content. Success will
come with practice.

There is another photo op at the birding center that
I would be remiss if I did not mention it. Two huge
alligators call it home. The larger is perhaps twelve-
feet-long. They are a delight for children and a large
attraction to those of a more casual nature bent. I
believe they are named ‘Boots’ and ‘Bags’.

This is an excellent location to spend a weekend prior
to the full blown tourist season. Two other nature
viewing areas are nearby - ‘Paradise Pond’ and
‘Charlie’s Pasture’. They do not provide as unique
photo opportunities, but the scenery is just fabulous.

Follow this link for specifics - cityofportaransas.org/.

Water Conservation and Technology Center Announced

A coalition of Texas institutions announced a new water conservation and
technology center. It’s a group effort, headed by Texas AgriLife Research,
Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Texas Engineering Experiment Station,
and Texas A&M University-San Antonio.

Dr. Neal Wilkins, the director of the Texas Water Resources Institute,
hopes that the new center will put development of new technologies on the
fast track to solving the state’s evolving water challenges.

“The center will accelerate the development and adoption of new and innovative
technologies to solve emerging water problems and meet future water supply
needs,” he said in a statement.

Researchers at the center will target four research areas: water conservation,
water reuse, groundwater desalination, and energy development.

The center wants to help better connect industry, state and federal agencies,
municipalities, trade associations, and other research institutions on
water issues.

The National Drought Monitor releases an updated drought map on Thursdays
at 8:30a.m. These maps show how the drought has progressed, beginning
in October 2010 to what could arguably be the peak of the drought, the
first week of October 2011, and then to the first week of June 2012.
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© Tom Schall

If all of Earth's water was
put into a single sphere in
would be about 860 miles
in diameter. The sphere
includes all the water in
the oceans, ice caps, lakes,
and rivers, as well as
groundwater, atmospheric
water, and even the water
in you, your dog, and your
tomato plant.

Learn more.

How much water is there?
Where is Earth’s water?

“In every glass of water
we drink, some of the
water has already
passed through fishes,
trees, bacteria, worms
in the soil, and many
other organisms,
including people.”

Elliot Norse
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I.aSt ﬂllallﬂe. Submit your paper proposal today.

Email Lonnie Childs at symposium@npsot.org

NPSOT Fall Symposium 2012 - Call for Papers | ] Soclety
" of Texas

The Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT) announces the Call for Papers for their 32nd annual Fall
Symposium to be held on October 4-7" 2012, in Kerrville, Texas, at the YO Ranch Hotel and
Conference Center located at 2033 Sidney Baker.

The education theme for Symposium 2012 will be “The Texas Hill Country — A Changing Landscape”
and will feature the Edwards Plateau eco-region and its vegetation. NPSOT Symposium 2012 offers a
significant educational event that explores the history of the Edwards Plateau eco-region, highlights the
factors that have influenced its transformation, and debates the issues that we face today in conserving our
native plants and habitats. Our speakers will share their research and best practices on how we might
positively influence the future evolution of the landscape, improve stewardship of our natural resources,
and preserve unspoiled natural habitats in the Edwards Plateau. Field trips to diverse locales will
showcase beautiful examples of endemic habitats and efforts to restore or preserve endangered areas.

Authors are invited to submit research papers, general papers on topics of interest, and “How to™ articles
related to the Symposium 2012 educational theme. Our diverse audience will include academics,
professionals, conservationists, educators, and gardeners who are interested in the “research, conservation
and utilization of native plants and plant habitats of Texas.”

Notification of your intent to submit a paper should be emailed to symposium@npsot.org  no later than
June 15 Please include the following information: paper’s title, a brief description (150 words or
less); author’s name, brief biography, and contact information. The Symposium Education Committee
will review all proposals and notify authors by June 15th of your status along with instructions for
submission of your final paper. Final papers accepted for inclusion in the Symposium 2012 Proceedings
will be due no later than August 15th, 2012. Selected papers may also be chosen for oral presentation.

For auestions. please contact Lonnie Childs, NPSOT Symposium 2012 Co-Chair, at
symposium@npsot.org  or you may contact the NPSOT state office directly at state@npsot.org  or
by calling 830-997-9272.

@ The Hill Country Chapter is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax deductible.
' Donate to the chapter online at txmn.org/hillcountry/donate-to-hcmn-2/.

% O’q Why do we need funds ?
46 A Our major expenses are room rental for monthly chapter meetings and classroom space
& for fall training. We also fund a number of worthwhile projects. In addition, we support
S c_‘IDn the June picnic and December party.
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NICE |

Natives Instead of Common Exotics!

17 of Texas
e Summer 2012 Plant of the Season

- ZEXMENIA -
Wedelia texana
also known as: Orange zexmenia, Wedelia,
Hairy wedelia, Texas creeping-oxeye

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

" =

Sally & Andy Waspweki, ~Lady Bird JohnsdnWildfloyesCnte

Easy to Grow, Long-lived, Drought Tolerant Perennial

Asteraceae (Aster family)

Daisy-like flowers bloom throughout the summer (May-November)

Nectar source for butterflies

1-3 ft. upright shrub, 2-3 ft. spread - low water - sun, part shade

Moderate Deer Resistance
Visit the following participating nurseries:
¢ Friendly Natives Nursery 1107 N. Llano St. SA0=-SF =028

¢ Dodds Family Tree Nursery 515 W. Main St. GB0=08 1-937
* Woerner Feed & Garden Supply 305 S Lincoln St. 6350-997-2246
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i ) i T [We meet the fourth Monday of each month\
=) (excluding June and December) at 7:00p.m. in the
Upper Guadalupe River Authority Lecture Hall
at 125 North Lehmann Drive in Kerrville.

N&ff:ur&]lnsﬁ m-
Hill Country Chapter

Join us at 6:30p.m. for our fun social half-hour.
\ Everyone is welcome. /

Texas Master Naturalist mission:

To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated
to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities.

Board of Directors 2012

Priscilla Stanley - President LEARN MORE ON OUR WEBSITE!
Tom Hynes - Vice President TXMN.ORG/HILLCOUNTRY

Anne Cassidy - Secretary
Floyd Trefny - Treasurer

Steve Clyburn - Director of Advanced Training l] FEI.IEPELB{I;Dk

Daneshu Clarke - Director of Class Training

Paula Smith - Director of Communications facebook.com/TMNHillGountryChapter

Eileen Gotke - Director of Membership Questions about our chapter?

Reidun Hilleman - Director of Volunteer Service Projects Email Eileen Gotke,
Sally Garrett - 2011 New Class Representative director of membership
gotke@hctc.net

Phyllis Muska - Immediate Past President

The Texas Star is a monthly publication of the
Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program.
News, stories, comments, and ideas are welcome.
Please contact Kristie Denbow, denbow@gvtc.com.

T E X A S
Hill Country Chapter does not recommend or endorse SN TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE

items of interest published in The Texas Star. Items of Master =22
interest are for information only. Opinions expressed Naturalist . @EXTENSION
Texas A&M System

are those of the authors.
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