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For Master Naturalists, January is  our big reporting month.  Reviewing our Chapter Annual Report for the 
year of 2012 confirms that we had another outstanding year of service in carrying out our mission.

In the ten short years  since the completion of our very first class, our chapter has accomplished much to be 
proud of, providing service, education and outreach throughout our four county area of the Texas Hill Country.  

Some of the highlights  of the Annual Report include the following bragging points:  With the commencement 
of the Class  of 2012, the Hill Country Chapter has now trained 335 Master Naturalists.  During the past year, 
our members provided 27,806 volunteer service hours, for a total of 137,700 hours since our inception!  

Continuing to hone our skills  and knowledge base, our members  obtained 2,686 hours  of Advanced Training, 
for a cumulative total of 16,535 hours.  Our chapter provided 265 outreach/educational events  throughout the 
year, and our new chapter projects and L.M.A.P. program benefitted 2,183 acres of land.

Thanks to our Immediate Past President Priscilla Stanley and our Immediate Past Membership Director 
Eileen Gotke for their part in preparing the Annual Report required by the Texas Master Naturalist state office.  
Special recognition goes to our Database Manager Sandy Leyendecker.  Our chapter is  fortunate to have 
such a dedicated database manager.  Sandy’s skills  are simply amazing. She keeps track of our hours of 
volunteer service and continuing education outreach; from that data, she retrieves  the many detailed 
statistics needed by the state office.

Thank you all--and don’t forget to send your Monthly Reports to Sandy.

Vern

FEBRUARY 25 MEETING:  INVITE A MONARCH 

TO LUNCH:  PLANT MILKWEED

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE . . . . Vern Crawford

Dr. Kip Kiphart, Hill Country Chapter Master Naturalist, has devoted many 
years to the study of the monarch butterfly, which has been on the World 
Wildlife Fund’s Ten Most Threatened Species List since 2010.  You’ll learn 
the significant role that “monarch watchers” in Texas are playing in their 
road to recovery and how  you may become involved through the Monarch 
Waystations project.
Everyone is welcome to join us Monday, February 25, at 7 p.m. in the 
Upper Guadalupe River Authority’s lecture hall, 125 Lehman Drive in 
Kerrville.  Arrive at 6:30 to chat with members and guests.
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Initial Certification

Junior Hilburn     Mary Pressler     John Walker

Special Recertification

Becky Etzler     Sarah Hilburn     Kathy Ward

2013 Recertification

Rheda Boardman     Kristie Denbow     Glenn Randow

Milestone

Rheda Boardman - 500+ hours, Brushed Silver Dragonfly

Congratulations to members who received awards at the January meeting.

! From left, front row:  Reidun Hilleman, Becky Etzler, Vern Crawford, Donna Oliver-Leep, 
         Louis Giusti, Harriet Warren
 Back row:  Daneshu Clarke, Paul Pedersen, Jim Jones, Dan Carabin, Gwynn Jackson, 
   Tom Riordan, Paula Smith, Steve Dodge, Floyd Walling

2013 Recertification Pin

  This Month We Honor
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The chapter's newly designed website is live!  

Our new site has more images and graphics, more content, and more functionality.  Its clean, attractive 
appearance sports a blue on 
w h i t e c o l o r s c h e m e 
punctuated by taupe, black, 
and gray text and colorful titles 
in amber and teal.  The home 
page slide show  is an exciting 
new  feature.  Each image links 
to the page it represents.  
Slide show  images will be 
a d d e d p e r i o d i c a l l y t o 
showcase face ts o f our 
chapter.  Monthly meeting 
announcements will now  be at 
home on the home page, too, 
click “read more” for complete 
meeting details.  

The site has top menu 
navigation complemented 
by the new left side bar.  Top 
menu navigation labels with 
d o w n a r r o w s c o n t a i n 
expandable menus.  Hover 
over the top menu tab to 
expand the menu, then click 
on the top menu tab for a 
synopsis of contents or navigate directly to the menu item desired.  

Menu items with right arrows contain additional drop-down menus filled with related content.  Click on the 
menu item for a synopsis or hover over the menu item to expand the additional menus, then move the cursor 
to the item sought and click. 

Added dedicated pages eliminate the need to scroll down a lengthy list on a single page.  Look for navigation 
labels or titles that describe desired information.  The house icon in the top menu is the home page.

The left side bar holds a wealth of information about our chapter.  Click on each label to expand or 
collapse the menu; then cursor down and click on the topic of interest.

Two appealing new  elements live in the side bar - “Submit Events and Activities This Week!”  is especially 
designed for project coordinators.  Click to reveal a simple form, enter details about an upcoming volunteer 
project event, and soon the event will display in our calendar and in “Activities This Week!”  Clicking “Activities 
This Week!” expands an agenda view of our calendar showing the next ten events.  Pretty handy!

Links to our chapter Facebook page, our donation form with online donation instructions, and contact 
information can be found in the bottom right navigation.  Our active membership makes headlines.  Find out 
who's in the news by clicking the "Breaking News - Our Naturalists in the News" icon in the right side bar.

Go exploring!  Learn something new about our chapter.  We hope you like our handsome new  site and 
find it simple and intuitive to navigate.  Many thanks to Dean Schmelling for laying the foundation of  the new 
website.

  Website News        Kristie Denbow, Webmaster
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From Pat Nelson

Recycling Lesson at the KROC Center 

The after-school group at the KROC Center enjoyed a program 
on recycling on January 17th.  David Barrera, Supervisor of Solid 
Waste at the Recycle Center, presented the program and brought 
materials  to be used by the kids.  He was thinking ahead as the 
children really enjoy hands on activities.  David emphasized 
reuse of containers:  One activity was the reuse and redecoration 
of square Kleenex boxes so that they could be used as pencil 
holders.  The kids also learned terms associated with the world of 
recycling.  A discussion ensued about what the land would be like 
when the landfills were full.  

HCMN volunteer helpers Rheda Boardman, Betty Clyburn, 
Sarah Hilburn, Diane McMahon, Martha Miesch, Pat Nelson, 
John Sloan, Nina Wagner, and Mary Frances Watson enjoyed 
working with the kids and helping them with assembly.  A 
special treat was the distribution of pencils made with 
recycled newsprint.  The young people learned a great deal 
about the need for reuse and recycling in today’s world and 
their part in this endeavor.

Each month our group pursues a new nature related topic.  
Insects will be the topic on the third Thursday in February.   

Volunteer Opportunity at Kreutzberg Canyon Natural Area
Kendall County Partnership for Parks   May Day Fun Fest   Saturday May 4, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Kendall County Partnership for Parks (KCPP) is planning a May Day event at Kreutzberg Canyon 
Natural Area.  May Day @ KCNA will offer activities and education for all ages.  We will have 
walks, talks, tables, and activities that spotlight special features of the natural area.  So far, Cathy 
Downs and Kip Kiphart will thrill visitors with the butterfly tent, Tara Randle and John Huecksteadt 
will educate new birders, Garry Speir is creating a fun plant ID activity, and Craig Hensley will lead 
an interactive insect ID activity.  We need your help!  Volunteers are needed to make our event 
successful.
  SIX birders to help visitors identify birds at our three blinds. 
  TWO+ birders to tell about bluebird nest boxes and chimney swift towers
  ONE birder to lead a noon family bird walk
  FOUR volunteers to help at the nature crafts table.
  ONE guide to lead a habitat /plant walk
  FOUR volunteers to help with refreshments.
  TWO+ attendants at the chapter table - give chapter info to prospects for our next class.

Don't see something for you?  No worries; we'll find a job you'll enjoy.  
Anyone can help; bring a friend.

If you would like to volunteer and earn hours for any of these fun and worthwhile activities, please 
contact Kristie Denbow at denbow@gvtc.com by February 22.
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I know  a lot of people who think that any plants that can poke you are bad and who set out to eliminate them 
from their property.  Like everything else in nature, it is more complicated than that.

Let me start with the most common one, prickly pear. The long “thorns” on a prickly pear are technically called 
spines because they are modified leaves (thorns are modified limbs or twigs), and the fine hair-like structures 
are called glochids.  Some folks wage war on prickly pear while others seek out different varieties as 
landscape plants.  Prickly pear does have some important functions in a native habitat, primarily as cover and 
protection for quail and small animals, as well as “nurse plants” to protect forbs and woody plants that would 
otherwise be eaten by deer and livestock.

Several years ago my wife and I heard loud screams coming from a large 
prickly pear in our front yard.  If you have ever heard the screams of a 
rabbit in distress, you will always know  it when you hear it.  When we 
went to investigate, I found the back end of  a large Texas rat snake 
sticking out of  the prickly pear.  I grabbed it and pulled it out, fearing what 
I would find when I could see the head, but it didn’t have anything in its 
mouth and hadn’t swallowed anything either.  I let the snake go about 100 
yards or so away and later we saw  a mother cottontail moving babies 
from the prickly pear—her hiding place had been discovered.

It is not uncommon to find plants such as young hackberries, escarpment 
black cherries, Carolina buckthorns, etc., growing up in the middle of  a 
large prickly pear, which is protecting these otherwise deer-favorite trees 
from being eaten.  The purple tunas produced by prickly pear are food for 
just about every native animal including deer, coyotes and most all of  the 
smaller furry critters we have.

In the drought of the ‘50s, ranchers burned off the spines of  prickly pear so their cattle, sheep and goats could 
eat the pads.  Interestingly, I am told by most all range scientists that if cattle are eating prickly pear with the 
spines on, they are severely malnourished, and there isn’t much nourishment in the pads anyway.  But I have 
observed some cows that apparently have developed a taste for pear and are eating prickly pear pads with the 
spines on (It hurts just to watch that!), and they seem to actually relish them.

Agarita bushes are interesting in that they have neither thorns nor spines, but because of the extreme stiffness 
of the leaves and the very sharp points on the leaves, they are certainly well-armed.  What good are agarita?  
Well, in the early spring their yellow  flowers attract native bees and later the red berries feed birds, raccoons 
and other critters.  And they provide the same kind of nurse-plant service that I described above for prickly 
pear.  While walking people’s property, I frequently find clusters of  several species of  woody plants growing 
together, and agarita is almost always one of the species.

The greenbrier vine is another plant many landowners try to eliminate.  It can have many spines on the leaves 
and thorns on the stems, although sometimes neither are all that prevalent.  It turns out that the leaves contain 
up to about 20% protein, and deer will eat them, especially in the winter.

Yuccas and agaves have sharp-pointed leaves that provide protection from predators for quail and other small 
animals.  Mesquite beans are an important food source for just about all herbivores and omnivores, and 
mockingbirds like to nest among their thorn-protected branches. 
           continued on next page

Plants With Prickles Are Not All Bad

A Prairie Flameleaf Sumac growing 
up protected by a prickly pear
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Dr. Dale Rollins, probably the state’s best known expert on quail, tells a story about speaking to a group of 
ranchers on a field day about how  every plant has some beneficial function in the habitat, if we are just smart 
enough to understand it.  He said an old rancher came up to him and held a grassbur up in his face and said, 
“Oh yeah, what is this good for?”  Dale said he was almost ready to give up when a friend of his spoke up and 
said, “They slow down quail dogs don’t they?”

So, just because there are some plants you may not want growing in places around your house doesn’t mean 
they are not important to the native habitat.

Until next time…

Jim Stanley is a Texas Master Naturalist and the author of Hill Country Landowner’s Guide.    
He can be reached at jstmn@ktc.com.  Previous columns can be seen at www.hillcountrynaturalist.org.

Jim Stanley’s Hill Country Naturalist            . . . continued

From Scott and Sandra Magee
Lesser Known Texas Natives

Lesser Known Texas Natives  is a supplemental reference 
for selected Texas Hill Country native plants that are not 
as well known as the more familiar wildflowers.  These 
plants are not rare or endangered but are found in 
various habitats throughout the Hill Country.  
This book includes species omitted from many field 
guides.  Information for each plant includes an “at-a-
glance” description with key characteristics helpful for 
plant identification.  The description is accompanied by 
multiple images, highlighting the characteristics.
Plant information is presented in sequence by the plant’s 
common name.  To facilitate searches in alternate 
sequences, cross reference lists by bloom color, bloom 
period, and plant family are also provided.
Free for iPad from the iBookstore.  Download a PDF 
version from http://csmapps.webs.com/ (The PDF version 
will not provide the full interactive photo gallery that is 
available in the iBook.)  

From Tara Bushnoe

I know  the summer is months away, but I wanted to fill you in on our plans for the Tenth Annual River Clean 
Up.  Please mark your calendar and save the date - we would love to have your participation!
The Upper Guadalupe River Authority has scheduled the 10th annual River Clean Up for Saturday, July 27, 
2013, starting at 8 a. m..  The headquarters for the River Clean Up will be at a new  location this year – Flat 
Rock Park in Kerrville.  The UGRA webpage has been updated with information about the 2013 River Clean 
Up.  We are already accepting pre-registration forms, so fill yours out today;  Go to http://www.ugra.org/
annualrivercleanup.html
Also, UGRA is holding a River Clean Up T-shirt design contest for Kerr County students in the 6th through 
12th grade.  Visit the web page to learn more about the contest and the $100 prize.
If you have any questions or would like to pre-register for the River Clean Up, please contact Tara Bushnoe 
(tbushnoe@ugra.org) or Travis Linscomb (tlinscomb@ugra.org) at UGRA, 830-896-5445.

mailto:jstmn@ktc.com
mailto:jstmn@ktc.com
http://www.hillcountrynaturalist.org
http://www.hillcountrynaturalist.org
http://csmapps.webs.com
http://csmapps.webs.com
http://www.ugra.org/annualrivercleanup.html
http://www.ugra.org/annualrivercleanup.html
http://www.ugra.org/annualrivercleanup.html
http://www.ugra.org/annualrivercleanup.html
mailto:tbushnoe@ugra.org
mailto:tbushnoe@ugra.org
mailto:tlinscomb@ugra.org
mailto:tlinscomb@ugra.org
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From Koy Coffer

Texas Natural Resource / Environment Education Literacy Plan

When many Texans don’t know where their drinking water comes from and may struggle to navigate 
similar environmental issues, a broad coalition of statewide natural resource and education leaders 
gathered for the first time to on January 25, 2013, to start implementing the Texas Natural 
Resource / Environmental Literacy Plan.  The plan provides  a framework for natural resource 
teaching through education, recreation and life-long learning.

Former First Lady Laura Bush delivered the summit keynote address and spoke about the benefits 
of conservation literacy, especially its vital role in the future of Texas’s  land and water resources.  
“It’s my hope,” she said, “that every Texas child has the opportunity to experience the joys of the 
natural world and simple pleasures of playing outside.”

“As the trend away from outdoor experiences, upbringing, and learning deepens, we face sobering 
consequences for our health and well-being,” said Carter Smith, Texas Parks & Wildlife Executive 
Director.  “We can reverse this trend.  All we need to do is  restore our children’s well-being and their 
relationship with Texas’s rich natural and cultural heritage.” 

The Texas Environmental Literacy plan is a non-partisan effort.  It is about building science-based 
knowledge and experiences to help people make informed choices.  With the long-term challenges 
our state faces, such as how to provide water for people and the environment, we can’t afford an 
illiterate citizenry when it comes to our natural resources.

To learn more about the plan or get involved, go to 
http://taee.org/texas-natural-resource-environmental-literacy-plan .

How-to from the Webmaster         Kristie Denbow
Exciting New Feature for Project Coordinators

Volunteer project coordinators now have a useful new tool to inform current volunteers, attract 
additional volunteers,or simply publicize project activities.
The chapter website now features a Submit Volunteer Events form.  Find the form in the right 
sidebar.  Just click Submit Volunteer Events to expand the form; then enter volunteer project 
activity information.
Click Submit and soon the volunteer activity will appear in the Activities This Week! calendar and 
on the chapter's Google calendar.  Use the Submit Volunteer Events form to announce service 
days, project events, or any project activity.  Try it today!
Feel free to contact me with questions or comments about the website.
Kristie   hillcountrywebmaster@gmail.com

Those	
  who	
  dwell,	
  as	
  scien/sts	
  or	
  laymen,	
  among	
  the	
  beau/es	
  and	
  
mysteries	
  of	
  the	
  earth	
  are	
  never	
  alone	
  or	
  weary	
  of	
  life.
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   -­‐	
  Rachel	
  Carson
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from Kay Ledbetter, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

The 40 Gallon Challenge

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is strengthening its challenge to Texans to save millions of 
gallons of water annually as well as money on their monthly water bills.  The Texas map is beginning to 
change colors as more people sign up to participate in the 40 Gallon Challenge being issued by Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service.

The 40 Gallon Challenge is a program that calls on residents and 
businesses to reduce their average water use by 40 gallons per day, 
according to Dr. Diane Boellstorff, AgriLife Extension water resources 
specialist in College Station.  Boellstorff  became involved in the 
voluntary national program in 2011, by serving as the Texas 
representative.  After one year, she and AgriLife Extension economist 
Dean McCorkle in College Station completed an economic impact 
study in November, which showed that Texas participants, based on 
average municipal rates, were saving an estimated $299,000 a year, 
in addition to the water savings.  “At the time that we did the impact statement, we were able to count 80 
programs from 89 counties, and participation continues to increase,” she said. “For example, the impact 
statement mentions 1,050 participating households saving 71 million gallons of  water annually, but today’s 
numbers are 1,152 participating households saving 80 million gallons annually.”  That change has come in 
only three months.  Boellstorff said many AgriLife Extension agents are beginning to deliver the program in 
their local counties.  She is also making presentations to spread the program across the state.

This water resource conservation tool is one of  many programs initiated and supported through the 
Southern Region Water Resource Project, funded through the U.S. Department of Agriculture – National 
Institute for Food and Agriculture.  Dr. Mark McFarland, AgriLife Extension state soil fertility specialist in 
College Station, is the project director.

The 40-Gallon Challenge allows Texans to compete against other Americans who are taking the challenge 
in their states.  At the program’s website, www.40gallonchallenge.org, Texans can pledge to adopt water-
saving practices and see how  many gallons of  water they can expect to save.  The website also shows the 
most popular practices being pledged, the practices that are saving the most water daily, and counties and 
states that are pledging the most daily savings, Boellstorff said.

Currently, the top water savers in Texas are “reduce irrigation station runtimes by two minutes,” “use a 
broom instead of  a hose to clean driveways and sidewalks,” and “fix a leaky toilet.”  In Texas, the three 
counties registered to save the most gallons are Collin, Ellis and Dallas.  Boellstorff  credited the higher rate 
of participation in these areas to work done by Susan Ballabina, AgriLife Extension regional program 
director for family and consumer sciences, and Clint Wolfe, urban water program manager at the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center at Dallas.

To start saving water and take the challenge, go to the website and complete the checklist of water-saving 
practices, Boellstorff said.  The checklist includes both indoor and outdoor water-saving tips.  For more 
information, contact: Diane Boellstorff, 979-458-3562, dboellstorff@tamu.edu.

From Eileen Gotke 

The volunteers thanked in the December-January issue of 
MLMP Updates (An e-Newletter of  the Monarch Larva 
Monitoring Project; www.MonarchLab.org) includes two Hill 
Country Master Naturalists who are long-time reporters to the 
Monarch Larva Monitoring Project:  Kip Kiphart, for 11 years, 
and Myrna Langford, for four years.

http://www.40gallonchallenge.org/
http://www.40gallonchallenge.org/
mailto:dboellstorff@tamu.edu
mailto:dboellstorff@tamu.edu
http://www.MonarchLab.org
http://www.MonarchLab.org
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From Rheda Boardman
Chapter Birders at Work

Each month a team of  Master Naturalists enjoy birding and 
recording census data at our three Kendall County parks.  The 
citizen-scientists of  the census team identify bird species by sight 
or by ear and record the number of birds observed.  Each park has 
distinct habitats and water sources that attract year-round residents 
and migratory birds.  The team’s careful observation and accurate 
recording have created databases, or checklists, of  species 
observed in each park. 
The monthly census at James Kiehl River Bend Park (JKRB) 
began in August 2011.  104 bird species have been recorded in the 
park.  The Kreutzberg Canyon Natural Area (KCNA) census started 
September 2011, soon after the natural area opened.  Census 
team members have identified 81 bird species.  Joshua Springs 
Park and Preserve's (JSPP) first census occurred in February 2011 
and the team has since recorded 92 species. 

Census data is entered into eBird.org and is accessible to everyone.  All three parks are identified as eBird “hot 
spots.”  The park checklists submitted by our census team provide professional scientists with an increasing 
valuable resource for answering questions about distribution and abundance of birds.  This information is 
important to conservation efforts:  the checklist data show  where species live, the abundance of  species, and 
whether species numbers are changing over time.  Scientists also use the information to create animated 
migration maps.  In 2012 eBird received 33,862,411 observations on 2,460,415 checklists from 38,899 
observers - a 45% increase over 2011.

Weather does not interfere with the citizen-scientists doing their 
job.  It has been very hot or very cold, and even raining; still the 
census team continues to gather data.  In December they saw  ice 
crystal sculptures surrounding stems of frostweed plants at JSPP.  
This phenomenon happens with the first hard freeze.  Cold, but 
wonderful to see.  

Carolyn Bean, census leader at JSPP and JKRB, says “A peregrine 
falcon at Joshua Springs was a really good find.  Most of  the year 
vermilion flycatchers and belted kingfishers are year round 
residents.  Winter has a good variety of  ducks and sparrows.  Both 
JSPP and JKRB get tanagers, buntings and orioles which are 
gorgeous birds.  We add new  birds every month and each birder 
learns new birds every month.”

Tara Randle, KCNA census leader, adds “We have recorded many 
yellow-rumped warblers, pine siskins, and sparrows this winter at 
KCNA.  Seeing an osprey fly at the river was a real treat.  The 
blinds at KCNA are also a good way to get a closer look at some of 
the birds like the Carolina chickadee, black-crested titmouse, 
rufous-crowned sparrow, and lark sparrow.  We always learn 
something new about the birds.”

Carolyn Bean leads the monthly JKRB census on fourth Tuesdays 
and the JSPP census on fourth Thursday.  Tara Randle leads the 
KCNA census on third Tuesdays.  All levels of birders are welcome.

"Bird watching gets you outdoors.  It’s good for the body and good 
for the mind.  Break out the binoculars and a bird guide and join us 
in the parks," says census team member Rheda Boardman.

Hill Country Chapter members have contributed 5002 service hours 
on various projects in the three parks since 2008.  Email info@kendallcountyparks.org to participate in a 
monthly bird census or learn more at www.kendallcountyparks.org.

mailto:info@kendallcountyparks.org
mailto:info@kendallcountyparks.org
http://www.kendallcountyparks.org
http://www.kendallcountyparks.org
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I am taking a departure from photography to discuss the world of “apps” as they relate to our common pursuit of the 
natural world.  It is just amazing that you can carry many useful  field guides in the palm of your hand.  Perhaps to help get 
us all  on the same page, let’s discuss the device in which you carry the apps.  Basically there are two types of devices; 
“smart” telephones and the Apple “iTouch.”  These are similar, but different, devices: 

“Smart” phones are so named because they do many things; they use two technologies in the same device.  With 
cellular (wireless) telephone technology, you can make telephone calls (3G & 4G refer to the speed at which they 
operate and have little bearing on what we are discussing).  They also communicate via Wi-Fi.  Also, you can 
store your music library on them and run the apps we are discussing.  Wi-Fi is an abbreviation for “Wireless 
Fidelity,” a short range communication technology.  Cellular and Wi-Fi  are communication technologies and for 
this discussion they provide the way we can add the “apps” to the device you may have.  Smart phones are 
expensive and require a monthly subscription to one of the telephone companies.

The Apple iTouch is a Wi-Fi only device.  It stores music and runs the apps we are discussing.  They are less 
expensive than a cellular phone and need no monthly subscription.  They only need a source of wireless 
connection.  This can be in your home if you have a router connected to your PC or Mac.  Also you can use a Wi-
Fi hotspot; they are available in many libraries,  McDonalds, Starbucks, etc.

The word “app” is an abbreviation for “application.”  It is a small program that is designed to run typically on hand held 
devices (Windows 8 now uses the term.)  You download apps or get them from the internet via Wi-Fi, cellular telephone, 
or a cable attached to your PC.  And, you purchase them from the “app store,” which is one of the icons in the menu of 
icons on your device.  You press it and you get a search menu.  Type in the topic you are interested in and it will give you 
all the apps available.  You can then read the descriptions and also read reviews by those that have purchased them.

Let us proceed to the important parts, the apps themselves:

Bird Field Guides – There are many guides available.  My favorite is the 
National Geographic  Birds: Field Guide to North America.  It is similar to the 
paper bound guide book that has been a favorite of birders for many years.  
It has an added feature; it plays the bird songs and calls.  That is a big 
improvement over the strange phonetic  phrases in the book.  It has an 
excellent search function that uses intelligent/predictive keying.  For 
instance; if searching for “Spotted Towhee,” first you press “s.”  A list of birds 
starting with “s” appear; then you type “p” and the list becomes smaller; then 
“o” and the list is reduced even further.  Perhaps you have arrived at the bird 
by now; typically your search is complete within three  or four keystrokes.

Texas Nature – This is a field guide to birds, butterflies, fishes, insects and 
spiders, mammals, reptiles and amphibians, seashells, seashore creatures, 
trees and wildflowers in the state of Texas.  It is very complete and very 
useful. Dragonflies and snakes are included within their appropriate 
categories.  The bird section includes calls and songs.  It is a large app and 
may seem a bit slow while searching.  If you remain patient it is perhaps the 
only app you may need within the state.

TX Snakes – This app was written by a student at Texas A&M.  All  proceeds 
go to him.  I thought it quite entrepreneurial for a student and bought it just 
for that reason.  I’ve grown to like it very much.  You can search by county, 
which may be helpful.

Central Texas Flowers  – A very nice app with great photos.  Search 
suggestions are given to help you find the flower you have in question.  
Again, this is a very nice regional guide.

As you may see in the photo that I have included, there are many more apps 
in the “nature folder” on my phone.  The reason I have them is that I am an 
app junkie!! (Small joke)  I use them while traveling to other parts of the 
United States.  These apps are modestly priced, and after you purchase 
your first Audubon app, the developer (Green Mountain Digital) often has  
sales that make the app irresistible! You can also see a star map and a 
moon phase app in this folder; both are very useful and I believe free.  If you 
find the downloading of apps intimidating, there is a helpful tutorial  at http://
www.ehow.com : “How to Download Apps to iPhone or Android.”

Good luck and enjoy using our recent technology!

How to Take Better Than Average Nature Photos    by Tom Schall

http://www.ehow.com
http://www.ehow.com
http://www.ehow.com
http://www.ehow.com
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Advanced Training
THURSDAY, FEB. 21   12-1PM     WEBINAR
AT 13-008   WILDLIFE PLANTS --  TEXAS WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION
Go to https://texas-wildlife.webex.com and click to join the Wildlife for Lunch webinar.  Each web-based 
seminar is fully interactive and allows you to engage the experts, make comments, and ask questions during 
the course of the presentation.  For more information or help with access, contact Courtney Brittain at 
cbrittain@texas-wildlife.org. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 21   6:30-8PM     BEXAR AUDUBON SOCIETY
AT 13-044A   HERE A SPARROW, THERE A SPARROW
Winter is the perfect time to practice your sparrow  identification skills.  Join Craig Hensley for a presentation 
on the basics of sparrow  identification at Tri-Point Center, 3233 N. St. Mary’s, San Antonio.  Free; for further 
information, contact Patty Leslie Pasztor at 210-837-0577 or go to agarita@me.com.

THURSDAY, FEB. 21--SUNDAY, FEB. 24     PORT ARANSAS & MUSTANG ISLAND
AT 13-046   WHOOPING CRANE FESTIVAL
This festival celebrates the return of  the endangered whooping cranes to their winter home in South Texas.  
For details, including a full schedule, registration information, and fees for the many events, go to 
www.whoopingcranefestival.org. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 23   9AM-12PM     CIBOLO NATURE CENTER (CNC)
AT 13-043   ATTRACTING BIRDS: FEEDERS, FOOD, WATER FEATURES, AND PLANTS
Dick Park, local birder and landowner, will show  us the techniques he uses to attract over 190 species of 
nesting, migrant, and wintering birds to his land.  Following his presentation, we will carpool to the Old Daley 
Ranch to see examples of habitat enhancement, including bird feeders, water features, and nest boxes.  
Cost:  $20, members; $25, non-members.  To register, go to www.cibolo.org or call 830-249-4116.

SATURDAY, FEB. 23   7-8 PM     GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK (GRSP)
AT 13-056   SLITHERIN’ SNAKES ALIVE!
Find out what is true and not about serpents and discover which species are in the area.   For more 
information, call 830-438-7653.

MONDAY, FEB. 25    7-8:30PM     GUADALUPE RIVER STATE PARK
AT13-064   WALK UNDER THE FULL MOON
Join Park Ranger/Naturalist Craig Hensley for a walk under the full “Snow  Moon.”  We’ll see who’s out and 
about and end the evening with a telescopic view  of  the the moon.  Be sure to dress for the weather and 
bring a flashlight.  We meet at the park headquarters and then head for one of our nature trails for the walk.  
Free with a TPWD Park Pass, or $7; children ages 12 and under are free.  For more information, contact 
Craig Hensley, 830-438-7653 or go to craig.hensley@tpwd.tx.us .

MONDAY, FEB. 25   7PM     UPPER GUADALUPE RIVER AUTHORITY  (UGRA)
AT 13-045   INVITE A MONARCH TO LUNCH:  PLANT MILKWEED
Dr. Kip Kiphart, Hill Country Chapter Master Naturalist, has devoted many years to the study of  monarch 
butterfly, which has been on the World Wildlife Fund’s “Ten Most Threatened Species List” since 2010.  You’ll 
learn the significant role that “monarch watchers” in Texas are playing in their road to recovery and how  you 
may become involved through the Monarch Waystations project.  Free; call Tom Hynes at 830-990-5750 for 
further information.

TUESDAY, FEB. 26    8AM-2PM     THIRD ANNUAL CENTRAL TEXAS WATER CONSERVATION SYMPOSIUM
AT 13-071  SUCCESS THROUGH INNOVATION:  STRATEGIES TO EFFECTIVELY SAVE WATER
Learn new  and exciting technologies in the field of water conservation, strategies to achieve water savings 
through ordinances and other regulatory means, and innovative approaches that large and midsized utilities 
use to effectively reduce water use.  Location:  LCRA Dalchau Service Center, 3505 Montopolis Drive, 
Austin.  Cost:  Registration is $35; lunch is provided.  For registration and additional information, go to  
www.texaswater.org.

https://texas-wildlife.webex.com
https://texas-wildlife.webex.com
mailto:cbrittain@texas-wildlife.org
mailto:cbrittain@texas-wildlife.org
mailto:agarita@me.com
mailto:agarita@me.com
http://www.whoopingcranefestival.org
http://www.whoopingcranefestival.org
http://www.cibolo.org
http://www.cibolo.org
mailto:craig.hensley@tpwd.tx.us
mailto:craig.hensley@tpwd.tx.us
http://www.texaswater.org
http://www.texaswater.org
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Advanced Training       . . . continued

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 27   8:30AM-3:30PM      CIBOLO NATURE CENTER
AT 13-065   UPPER CIBOLO CREEK WATERSHED TEXAS WELL OWNER NETWORK WORKSHOP
This training is for well owners who want to become familiar with groundwater resources, septic systems and 
well maintenance, water quality, and water treatment.  Well owners may bring water samples to be screened 
for nitrate, total dissolved solids, and arsenic for $10.  For an additional $10 (reduced price; cash only) the 
UGRA will test for E.coli bacteria.  In advance, pick up approved sample containers with instructions at 
UGRA in Kerrville, the Kendall County Extension office, or the Cow  Creek Groundwater Conservation District 
office.  The workshop is free; to pre-register, go to twon.tamu.edu/training or call 979-845-1461.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, MARCH 1-3     TAS, VICTORIA COLLEGE STUDENT CENTER
AT 13-001   ARCHEOLOGY 101 - AN INTRODUCTION
This Texas Archaeological Society Academy will introduce basic archeological procedures.   Cost: $95, 
members; $155, non-members (includesTexas Archaeological Society membership dues).  Lunches, snacks, 
and drinks will be provided during each session.  Registration deadline: February 15.  To register, go to 
http://www.txarch.org/Activities/academy/index.php.

TUESDAY, MARCH 12   11:30 AM - 12:45PM     RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER 
AT 13-049   SECOND TUESDAY BROWN BAG LUNCH AND LEARN
Introduction to Falconry, by Cynthia Burgin.  Cost: $3, members; $6, non-members; free to those joining at 
the meeting.  No reservation needed.

SUNDAY, MARCH 17   2-3:30PM   RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER
AT 13-041   “GO GREEN ON ST. PADDY’S DAY:  RIVER TRAIL INTERPRETIVE WALK
Susan Sander, trail expert, will give details about flora and fauna along the river walk.  Meet at Town Creek 
Overlook.  Cost: $3 per person or $5 per family.

THURSDAY, MARCH 21   12–1PM   WEBINAR
AT13-009   QUAIL MANAGEMENT -- TEXAS WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION
Go to https://texas-wildlife.webex.com on the day of the webinar and click to join the Wildlife for Lunch 
webinar.  Each web-based seminar is fully interactive and allows you to engage the experts, make 
comments, and ask questions during the course of the presentation.  For more information or help with 
access, contact Courtney Brittain at cbrittain@texas-wildlife.org.

FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 2013 - FEB. 21, 2014   HERBALISM COURSE AT RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER 
AT 13-048A-L   STUDIES IN BASIC HERBALISM, HILL COUNTRY STYLE: HIGHLIGHTING NATIVE 
PLANTS
Texas herbalists Amy Coward & Sally Garrett will conduct this course.  Cost: $1275.00 for 12 full-day classes 
through the seasons of one year with a $200 deposit (non-refundable after classes begin) due March 1 to 
hold your place.  Early Bird Discount of $975 for registration and $200 deposit (non-refundable after classes 
begin) due February 15.  For more information, contact Amy at greenspiritherbs@yahoo.com or Sally at 
sally@earthlightenenergies.com or 830-562-3682.

TUESDAY, MARCH 26   7PM     HILL COUNTRY LAND TRUST AND HILL COUNTRY ALLIANCE
AT 13-068   BETTER LIGHTS FOR STARRY NIGHTS   
A dark night sky full of  big bright stars is important, along with clean rivers, scenic vistas, and natural 
landscapes.  Little by little, light by light the magic of  the big Texas sky is diminishing  But it’s not too late to 
reverse this trend.  Bill Wren of  the McDonald Observatory will share his expertise on the value of starry 
nights and simple strategies to protect them.  Location:  Hill Country University Center, 2818 East Highway 
290 in Fredericksburg.  Free.

TUESDAY, MARCH 26   9-10:30AM     WILDFLOWER BUNCHES CLASSES AT RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER
AT 061A-E   ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING FOR WILDFLOWER BUNCHES CLASS
The sessions will be every other Tuesday from April 2 - May 28 at 9 a.m. in the covered pavilion. Small 
groups focus on one blooming plant at a time in order to gather information and images of their assigned 
forb, compile that information, and give it to the coordinator for emailing to all participants.  Registration 
closes on March 12.  Cost: $3 donation.  For more information, contact Donna Oliver-Leep, deo.
08@verizon.net or 325-446-3583.

http://www.txarch.org/Activities/academy/index.php
http://www.txarch.org/Activities/academy/index.php
http://www.txarch.org/Activities/academy/index.php
http://www.txarch.org/Activities/academy/index.php
https://texas-wildlife.webex.com
https://texas-wildlife.webex.com
mailto:cbrittain@texas-wildlife.org
mailto:cbrittain@texas-wildlife.org
mailto:greenspiritherbs@yahoo.com
mailto:greenspiritherbs@yahoo.com
mailto:sally@earthlightenenergies.com
mailto:sally@earthlightenenergies.com
mailto:deo.08@verizon.net
mailto:deo.08@verizon.net
mailto:deo.08@verizon.net
mailto:deo.08@verizon.net
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Advanced Training       . . . continued

TUESDAY, APRIL 9   11:30 A.M.-12:45 P.M      RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER
AT 13-070  FIREWISE LANDSCAPING: SECOND TUESDAY BROWN BAG LUNCH & LEARN.
Certified Master Gardeners and firewise landscaping specialists Carol Hagemeier and Leigh Thomas will speak 
on protecting your property against fire loss.  Cost:  $3 RNC members, $6 nonmembers, free to those joining at 
the meeting.  Reservations not required.  For more information, call 830-257-4837 or go to 
www.riversidenaturecenter.org .

THURSDAY, APRIL 18 -- THURSDAY, JULY 18, 6:00-8PM   BANDARA COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
AT 13-066A-D   LANDOWNER EDUCATION SERIES
These classes address forage production and rangeland management.  Attendees may participate in one class 
or the entire series.  Cost:  $15 per class or $40 for the series.  To register, call 830-796-7755 by Friday, April 5.

The newsletter’s publication schedule does not allow listing all AT events in each issue.  
Check email announcements and the chapter calendar on our website for additional AT notices.

Upcoming Events at Riverside Nature Center

THURSDAY, FEB. 21   Native Healing Garden   11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  
Meeting, potluck meal, and tending the native medicinal plants.  The focus is on globe mallow 
and rock rose.  Donations will fund the garden. No reservations needed. 
SATURDAY, FEB. 23   RNC Re-Purpose Sale   9 a.m. to noon.   
Sale of surplus items, mostly furnishings, from RNC’s recent renovations.  Proceeds will fund 
new projects at the center..
SATURDAY, MARCH 9   Red Ants Pants Party  3-6 p.m 
Red Ants Pants, work pants for women, will be on hand to give women the opportunity to try on 
and buy pants designed especially for women.  Finger foods, beverages, music, and lots of  fun 
promised. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 21   Native Healing Garden   11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Meeting, potluck meal and tending the medicinal plants.  The focus TBA.  No reservations 
needed. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 5   RNC Visitors Center Celebration & First Friday WineShare   Time TBA. 
Ribbon-cutting for Visitors Center revitalization, with inaugural of  exhibits, the first being a 
Guadalupe River display; followed by the FirstFriday WineShare.  
THURSDAY, APRIL 18   Native Healing Garden   11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m
Meeting, potluck meal and tending the native medicinal plants.  Donations will fund the garden. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 19   Earth Day members only plant sale   5 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
RNC members and/or Texas Master Naturalists Hill Country Chapter members are invited to 
shop while selection is best, before the Saturday sale.  Not a member?  Join and shop the 
same day.  Free admission. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 20   Earth Day festival and native-plant sale   8 a.m.-3 p.m
This annual plant sale also offers workshops on environmental topics, family-oriented activities 
and fun, educational displays and more.  Free admission. 

See the listing of Advanced Training for more events at RNC.  
For more information, contact Martha Hix, Riverside Nature Center, 

150 Francisco Lemos St., Kerrville;  www.riversidenaturecenter.org   830-377-4145 

http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org
http://www.riversidenaturecenter.org
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Chapter members are 
welcome and encouraged 
to attend and contribute 
to Board of  Directors 
meetings.  The board 
meets at Riverside 
Nature Center at 1:30 
on Wednesdays prior 
to the monthly chapter 
meetings.  

Upcoming Events at Cibolo Nature Center

THURSDAY, FEB. 21   Spring Vegetable Gardening   6-8 p.m.
Presenter Keith Amelung will cover every  aspect of vegetable gardening.  There will be hands-
on demonstrations with different soil mixes.  Attendees will have planted seeds to be nurtured 
for later transplanting in their own gardens.  Cost:  $15, members; $20, non-members.
SATURDAY, MARCH 2   Harvesting Rainwater and Solar Energy   9 a.m.-noon
John Kight--engineer, rainwater catchment and solar panel owner--will give the latest technical 
information and practical advice.  Learn about design and materials from someone who’s built a 
system that uses no outside water source and produces enough energy  to power all of his 
appliances other than the air conditioning system.  Cost:  $25, members; $35, non-members.
SATURDAY, MARCH 9   Native Landscape Design   9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Judit Green, TPWD urban biologist, will focus on using native and adapted plants in this four 
hour program and will address Hill Country  challenges in gardening--especially, dealing with 
deer.  This workshop includes a tour of the CNC’s native garden.  Cost:  $25, members; $30, 
non-members.
SATURDAY, MARCH 16   Basic Birding Workshop   9 a.m.-noon.
Master Naturalists Tom and Patsy Inglet will share tools, tips, and techniques for beginning 
birders, including using field guides and choosing binoculars.  Cost:  $20, members; $25, non-
members.
THURSDAY, MARCH 28   Edible Landscapes and Gardens   6-8 p.m.
Join Keith Amelung to learn natural gardening techniques for cultivating edible and ornamental 
plants around home and garden that provides food to humans, birds, and butterflies.  Cost: $15, 
members; $20, non-members.

See the listing of Advanced Training for more events at CNC.
For more information, contact Ben Eldredge, Cibolo Nature Center,

www.cibolo.org ; 830-249-4616.

http://www.cibolo.org
http://www.cibolo.org
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We meet on the fourth Monday of most 
m o n t h s at 7 : 0 0 P M . i n t h e U p p e r 
Guadalupe River Authority Lecture Hall 
at 125 North Lehman Drive in Kerrville.

Join us at 6:30 for our social half-hour.

Everyone is welcome.

Texas Master Naturalist mission:
To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated 

to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities.

Board of  Directors 2013

Vern Crawford -- President
Tom Hynes -- Vice President
Carolyn Bean -- Secretary
Floyd Trefny -- Treasurer
Daneshu Clarke -- Advanced Training Director
Paula Smith -- Communications Director
Valeska Danielak -- Membership Director
Stephen Bishop -- Volunteer Service Projects Director
Becky Etzler -- 2013 Class Director
J.D. Clarke -- 2012 Class Representative
Priscilla Stanley -- Immediate Past President

Questions about our chapter?
Email  Valeska Danielak, 

Membership Director

imatxn10@yahoo.com

LEARN 
MORE ON

 OUR WEBSITE

TXMN.ORG/HILLCOUNTRY

Keeping the Hill 
Country Native

                          is a monthly publication of the 
Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master 
Naturalist Program.  News stories, comments, 
and ideas are welcome.

Please email them to:

Lenore Langsdorf, Editor
LenoreLangsdorf@gmail.com

The Texas Star

The Hil l Country Chapter does not recommend 
or endorse organizations or commercial sources 
mentioned in our newsletter.  The opinions 
expressed are those of the authors and editor.
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