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SEPTEMBER 26 MEETING: VITICULTURE -

THE WINE INDUSTRY IN TEXAS

Andrew Labay, whose work at the Texas A&M Extension Viticulture

and Fruit Lab in Fredericksburg is focused on developing educational

*2™ >+  programs and providing technical support for grape growers in the Hill

il Country, will speak on why the wine industry is growing in Texas, the

N history of challenges to grape growing in Texas, the characteristics of

. the major growing regions in the state, and considerations for the

commercial grape grower and the backyard small scale winemaker.

i The monthly meetings of the Texas Master Naturalist Hill Country

| chapter are free and open to the public. We meet in the Upper

Guadalupe River Authority’s lecture hall, 125 North Lehmann Drive in
Kerrville. Socializing begins at 6:30; the program starts at 7:00.

e/ ft«

Master S
Naturalist ="

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE . . .. Brenda Fest

Hello fellow Master Naturalists!

What a difference the rain makes! This is the greenest I've seen the Hill Country at this time of the
year. Our rain collecting tanks are full, flowers are reblooming, and the fall grasses are robust and
beautiful. Our native perennial gardens are lush and the pollinators, birds, and critters are fat and

happy.

The Class of 2016 is eagerly engaged in their training and already are busy participating in various
volunteer projects and advanced trainings. We look forward to seeing these great folks at our
upcoming chapter meetings and getting to know them. You will see their biographies and photos in this
edition of the newsletter. Welcome them when you see them.

Remember to sign up for The Texas Master Naturalist 17t Annual meeting being held October 21-23 at
La Torretta Lake and Spa at Lake Conroe, near Montgomery, Texas. This annual meeting provides a
wonderful variety of advanced trainings as well as opportunities to mingle with fellow Master Naturalists
from other areas of the state. State Program Director and Chapter Advisor, Michelle Haggerty, reminds
us that there are volunteer opportunities to help at the conference. There is also a need for donations
of silent auction items. The registration deadline is September 30. Sign up now and participate in this
wonderful training opportunity.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the September 26 chapter meeting and learning about viticulture in
the Hill Country from Andrew Labay of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service.

Brenda Fest
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This Month We Honor

Special Recertification
wW- Craig Childs

Recertification
Kristie Denbow, Donna Dutton, Roger McRoberts

Milestones

Lisa Barrett, Deborah Windham -
Bronze Dragonfly, 250 hours

Larry Eskridge, Diana Armbrust -
Brushed Silver Dragonfly, 500 hours

Recent Hill Country Naturalist Columns
by Jim Stanley:

8/6/2016 Rain Makes Us Happy
8/13/2016  Want to be Healthier?
Spend More Time with Nature
8/20/2016  The Teachings and Philosophy
of Aldo Leopold
8/27/2016 Rain: First Too Little,

then Too Much

These and all other previous
Kerrville Daily Times columns
can be found at
www.hillcountrynaturalist.org

Texas Master Naturalist-Hill Country Chapter

& Riverside Nature Center Invite you to...

Native Plant Sale

—

& -

Festival

2016

Nativc Plant Sale

Ask ME! nam - Ipm

Open Mini-Forum Discussions

Compont \\
Pruning /\\
Winterize your Garden

Nater Catchmen

Planting Trees Correctly
Plan for Spring
Wikatiowsr Wisdom
What is this Plam?

Informative Exhibits & Displays

Ask The Plast Expent
Texas Mastor Naturalist - Mull Country Chagter

Kiverside Nature Contar Association

Natve Plant Society of Texas — Kerrvile Chapgter
Wil Country Master Gardeners Glory Communty Garden
Monarch Wach Garden at the Risge
UGRA - Water Qualty & Conservation //

74 *'7"‘--'Natqr.c: Dook Salc 7\

Free Fun Kids Activities
pcts /2 Nature Lab 10 take homix

Lraft Frow

) & Yard Games! 10am

Paletas, Popcorn
& Drinks Available

For Detailed Information: 830-257-4837
www.riversidenaturecenter.org
150 Francisco Lemos Streel « Kerrville, Texas 78028
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Registration for the
Texas Master Naturalist 17th Annual Meeting
is now open

.To register, go to http://www.regonline.com/
texasmasternaturalist17thannualmeeting.

The deadline to register is Friday, September 30th
at 11:59 PM. If you have questions, please check
out our Frequently Asked Questions page
(txmn.org/2016-annual-meeting-frequently-asked-

Texas Master Naturalist
17® Annual Meeting +

OCTOBER

21 - 23, 2016 questions/).  Or, contact Mary Pearl Meuth at
MONTGOMERY, TX aic.
http: W, o mpmeuth@tamu.edu or 979-845-7294

| Rk A

Texas Waters Day, Friday October 21, 2016

Texas Waters Day will launch the new curriculum produced by Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, Texas Waters: Exploring Water and Watersheds, and the new Texas Waters
Specialist certification program. This project’s aim is to inform and educate the citizens of Texas
about the most precious natural resource Texas possesses, its water. Many challenges face our
State concerning water, in particular in our aquatic habitats, the water for wildlife. Texas Parks
and Wildlife wants you to know that we value the natural and cultural resources of Texas and
want there to always be drinkable, swimmable, and fishable waters in our great State. Texas
Waters Specialists will be fundamental in informing the public of conservation issues specifically
related to the need for these healthy waterways.

Texas Waters Day participants will receive printed copies of the new curriculum, Texas Waters:
Exploring Water and Watersheds, learn through presentations by recognized experts in the field
of Texas water and watersheds. Enjoy lunch networking with these them and discussions about
potential volunteer project opportunities. You can earn up to four Advance Training hours.
Registration for the Texas Waters Day is $35 per person. Lunch will be provided for attendees.
Individuals and chapters will receive free copies of the curriculum at the Texas Waters Day.

To register or for more information about the Texas Waters Day, visit the website:

http://txmn.org/2016-annual-meeting/.

Registration for the Texas Waters Day can be done through the registration website for the
Annual Meeting. If there are questions about lodging, meals, or registration costs, please email
Mary Pearl Meuth, mpmeuth@tamu.edu.
If there are questions about the Texas Waters Day event or Water Specialist training program,
please email Johnnie Smith, johnnie.smith@tpwd.texas.gov.
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The Texas Master Naturalist Hill Country Chapter Class of 2016

§ Bill Wheaton was raised in Corpus Christie and earned BS degrees in Biochemistry
| (1970) and Chemical Engineering (1980) from Texas A&M University. He is a registered
Professional Engineer in the State of Texas. His career has been in the oil and gas
industry in Texas and Oklahoma, with expertise in completions and fracking technology.
He and Regina celebrated their 35" wedding anniversary in August; they have two adult
children. They have lived in Dallas, Corpus Christi, San Antonio, and Edmond, OK, and
joined the Hill Country community as residents this month. He is a traveler, history and
\? music buff, and an outdoorsman who engages in all Hill Country recreation, including
|| kayaking, cycling, and golf.

Bob Lodowski was born in Dallas. He was active in the Boy Scouts as a member and
then an adult leader and has always enjoyed outdoor activities such as camping, hiking,
bicycling, gardening, fishing, and hunting. He earned a BBA degree in Finance at The
University of Texas; while a student there he got his first taste of the Hill Country and
immediately fell in love with its beauty. After a forty-three year career in the financial
services industry and raising four children, he, his wife Mimi, and his dog Paloma moved
to a small property north of Fredericksburg where they had built their retirement home—
and so, fulfilled a dream to live in the Hill Country. He is excited about learning more
about managing his land and sharing that knowledge with others.

Cathie Hawley is a dual citizen of Canada and the United States. She grew up in Sault
Sainte Marie, Ontario, where she developed her love and appreciation for nature and the
great outdoors. In spite of the challenging winters, Canadians generally are outdoor
enthusiasts and she has great memories of summers spent among the birches, pines—
and yes, even bears. The Hill Country is new territory! Becoming knowledgeable about it
and all the fascinating things that contribute to its unique beauty and character is
important to her. She earned a degree in Sociology from the University of Waterloo in
1975 and worked in many fields, including, accounting, animal welfare, real estate, and
material management. She and her husband, Kevin, are proud parents of two daughters
and one son.

Cathy Binney was born and raised in Karnes City, a small town south of San Antonio.
She graduated from high school there and then earned a BBA degree in Accounting from
Texas A&M University. She and her husband (also an Aggie) lived and worked in Dallas
for five years before moving to Harlingen in 1986. They owned and operated businesses
and raised their three children there, and in 2013 they sold their business and retired.
They have traveled throughout the western United States in their travel trailer for the last
two years and in April of this year, sold their home in the Rio Grande Valley and moved to
Kerrville. Her husband completed the Texas Master Naturalist program in the Rio Grande
Valley in 2015.

Cecilia Fuentes was born and raised in San Diego, Texas and now lives in Boerne, just
a mile from Kreutzberg Park. She earned a Bachelor’'s degree in Speech Pathology
and learning disabilities at Baylor University and a Master’s degree in generic Special
Education at University of Houston. Cecilia married her college sweetheart, Randy, and
moved to Corpus Christi where they raised two beautiful daughters. After thirty years in
the coastal bend they moved to Boerne in 2011. Her main interest now is birding; she
= W attends bird walks every Tuesday with Friends of Kendall County Partnership, helps
‘ . with national butterfly counts and nest box monitor monitoring, and is a member of the
_ k Native Plant Society.

ot
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Dale Williams was born in Santa Fe, NM in 1962 and, as the son of a minister, moved
around the country a bit. He’s always considered Odessa “home.” Dale and his wife,
five year old daughter, and seven year old son moved to Kerrville from Lewisville this
| past December. For most of his adult life, he’s been in some form of sales or
management—from cars to violins to (now) real estate—and he became interested in the
outdoors and agriculture early on. Beginning in grade school he read a lot and spent
many days fishing and a few hunting. He still occasionally picks up a guitar or violin and
reads as time allows.

Darlene Wayman was raised in Chicago but lived for many years in North Carolina,
Mississippi, and Georgia. She spent almost twenty years in sales and sales §
management for various cellular companies. She and her husband own and run a small
residential construction company. Their only grandchild—Maxwell, almost nine years old |
—is also a true nature lover and explorer. They are blessed with five acres of never-
before cleared property that has cave holes, small entrances, and sink holes. Their goal
is to work with Mother Nature by nurturing, tending, and learning from her to be good |
stewards of our land. She loves exploring, rock collecting, and learning everything she

can about our beautiful world, but especially, about the very special Texas Hill Country. !

David Davies was born and raised near Eagle Pass and Brownsville. He met a girl at
S church camp when he was 16; she lived on a ranch near Sisterdale and as their
relationship developed, he spent many days there. Her father put him to work loading
hay, chopping cedar, and corralling sheep and goats for shearing. Marylein and he
married in 1972 and his work at the ranch continued; they built their own home there in
2013. Since they converted from an agricultural tax valuation to a wildlife valuation about
10 years ago, his efforts are now devoted to stewardship and land restoration. They
& have two adult daughters and sons-in-law and expect their first grandchild in October. In
N 2014, David retired from 41 years as a Clinical Social Worker. For 12 years, he had the

incredibly rewarding volunteer experience of being an ESL teacher at El Buen
Samaritano Episcopal Mission in Austin.

Doug Gray was born and raised in Austin and has lived in Fredericksburg for 31 years.
He and his wife are fortunate to have their two grown children and three grandchildren &%
also living in Gillespie County. Following a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration, [
he earned Master’s degrees in both Religious Education and Education Administration. |«
Doug worked as a school teacher/administrator and as a small business operator. In
2008 he was licensed in real estate, and currently he is developing his own brokerage.
He scratches his outdoor itch via time in wildlife observation, land management, and »
hunting. His second “home” is in a tent anywhere in the desert mountains of far West A o
Texas.

Elaine Edwards Keating was born in Texas and also lived in Missouri, Colorado,
Connecticut, New Hampshire, and lllinois. She earned a BFA degree from the School of
1 the Art Institute of Chicago, majoring in painting and printmaking. Since then she’s also
. taken up weaving. Elaine worked as an executive secretary, a paralegal, and then for 15
years as a history museum curator in the Chicago area. When she retired about seven
years ago she moved Center Point, where her parents had lived for 35 years. Her
mother liked gardening and Elaine also enjoys gardening as well as wildflowers, birds,
nature in general, and just being outdoors. After attending the "Landscape for Life"
program at the Riverside Nature Center she became seriously interested in becoming a
Master Naturalist.
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Elsa Roberts was born in Louisville, KY and raised in Odessa, where her family moved
when was five. Her husband was employed in the petroleum industry, so they lived in
just about all parts of Texas. She worked in accounting, banking, and for an independent
oil producer. They enjoyed camping, fishing, rock hounding, and back packing. After
retirement they planned on a teaching ministry in South America and graduated from
Rhema Bible College. Elsa’s husband became severely handicapped and they retired to
Kerrville; she became a full time caregiver, and after 16 years here they moved to Temple
for his medical needs. After his death, she came back to Kerrville. She enjoys birding
and going with her daughter and son-in-law (who are real estate brokers who sell ranch/
hunting properties) to photograph their listings and identify the plants and wildlife.

Francoise Wilson lived in Columbus, Ohio, for her first 20 years, followed by the next 20
years in France, Spain, Italy, Japan, and Austin, and then another 20 years back in
Columbus. After 30+ years of teaching French, Spanish, and ESL she retired and bought
a hilltop house just north of Kerrville. She earned a Master’s degree in Romance [
Philology from UT-Austin and another in Foreign Language Education from The Ohio

families in Austin, and her sister—who's also her best friend—lives in San Antonio. Their
younger brother is in South Africa or southern Ontario. She periodically visits cousins in
France and Italy. She is a self-taught metal crafter who sells her copper work at the Café |
at the Ridge.

Hal Zesch was born and raised in Mason and majored in business at UT-Austin. He
then worked for two international companies for roughly 40 years before retiring. The
first was Deloitte, a consulting firm, and the second, Valero, was an oil company. He
and Amy, his wife, have four grown children and so often go back and forth between
Mason and San Antonio. Currently Hal is a volunteer tutor and coordinator with
Volunteers in Education, a non-profit organization that he started to help children who
are tragically far behind grade level to catch up to grade level and then to achieve their
full potential. He also works on their family ranch and hopes to help make the earth
more sustainable for future generations.

Jerry Kerr was born and raised in San Antonio, graduated from Texas Military Academy
and headed for West Point. After graduation he married, Nancy, his high school j
sweetheart. He attended the Atrtillery Officers Basic Course at Fort Sill, OK and then was
assigned to an artillery battalion in Kitzingen, Germany for three years. They returned to

years and then served as a systems engineer for various support contractors at Brooks
Air Force Base and then Lackland; the latter was in support of the Cryptological Services
Group. He retired in 2014 and enjoys staying busy on their 48 acres near Pipe Creek. |
Their two daughters and four grandchildren are gardeners, birders, and nature lovers.

Joe Braly was born in Menard, raised in Corpus Christi, and is a life-long outdoorsman.
After serving his country in the Army and Coast Guard he earned an Associate degree in
Forest Technology in Washington State and pursued a career with the U.S. Forest
Service in Washington and Oregon, where he developed knowledge of all aspects of
forest management. Joe’s primary responsibility as a resource specialist was to assure
| that all forest management projects met legal and ecological requirements. After
retirement he returned to Texas. He enjoys fishing, gardening, geocaching, and visiting
parts of the Hill Country new to him; is a member of the South Llano River Project
Group; and has completed Stream Team training and certification. He and Susan Clark
monitor the Guadalupe in Ingram where they live.
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Joyce Studer grew up in Robstown. The family’s trips to Mustang or Padre Island
included birding and soaking in the natural wonders of the Gulf Coast. She earned a
| degree in Elementary Education. Joyce and her husband, Roger, lived in the Dallas-
Forth Worth area for 30 years before retiring; they have three children. They maintain a
wildlife valuation on their 18 acres south of Enchanted Rock. She is a NPSOT member
and Master Gardener who volunteers at the Pioneer Museum and coordinates the Dr.
John O. Lipe Memorial Garden, which is an approved Master Naturalist project. Learning
more about the Hill Country ecology, land restoration, and educating children in the care
and concern of our Hill Country environment are some of her major interests.

Kate Peake grew up in northern Indiana near the shores of Lake Michigan, where she B -
developed her love of beaches, forests, and snow. During her career in education she ’ g
worked as an administrator and taught English in middle schools. While teaching in Saint "
Louis, she earned Master's degrees in Education Administration and Business
Administration. The Hill Country slowly won Kate over during her many visits here with
her husband, who grew up near Stonewall. The couple recently returned and welcomed
their first son this past spring. Kate looks forward to sharing the joys of exploring
the Texas waterways and learning more about Hill Country geology and flora to share with
her son and keep up with her husband.

Lydia Jetson is a native of Daytona Beach, FL who grew up playing in the woods, the
| Atlantic Ocean, and nearby springs. She earned an Associate’s degree in Mental Health
"N Technology and worked in government agencies concerned with the dynamics of traffic
operations and training supervisors to implement factors that insure safety in school
crossings in the state.  Her background in massage therapy has given her an
understanding of how all of life is interconnected. However, she came to realize that she
| did not connect science with everything she experienced in nature. While working in the
Riverside Nature Center she wished she had paid more attention to the knowledge her
grandmother tried to instill in her about plants. She now looks forward to experiencing
— the Hill Country through “naturalist eyes.”

Marylein Davies now lives on the ranch in Kendall County where she grew up. As a child
she loved living in the Hill Country. However, when she moved away for college she grew
accustomed to city life—although frequent trips to the Hill Country kept alive her love for
the outdoors. Her early career was as a Social Worker in Children's Protective Services.
After earning a Master's degree in Social Work she began working as a psychotherapist
in Austin, and continued this fascinating and rewarding work until the end of 2014. She
and her husband, David, finished building their home on her childhood homestead in
2013 and lived there part-time until retirement. Since they now have a wildlife valuation
they do what they can to promote bio-diversity and restore this much loved property.

! Matt Farmer was born in Chicago and raised in Minnesota. After three years in the Army,
including a stint in Viet Nam working as an aviation mechanic, he attended the University
of Kansas for two years, became a leading relative work skydiver, taught skiing and rock
climbing, and hiked through much of the southwest and Colorado. After he and Pam Bird
~ | married, they moved to Oregon where he obtained a law degree from Willamette
University in Salem. They raised their son while Matt practiced law, most notably as
Counsel for the Oregon Association of Realtors. After retiring, Matt and Pam moved to
property near Leakey. Matt is interested in the local geology, history, flora, and fauna.
He loves reading, Rails-to-Trails biking, traveling in their small RV, and his wife.
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Megan Bean is a long time Texas resident who lives with her family in Kerrville. She
earned a Master’s degree in Biology from Texas State University-San Marcos, studied
native fish conservation in the Rio Grande basin, and now works as a Watershed
Ecologist for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. As a Watershed Ecologist, Megan
coordinates the planning, design, and implementation of landscape-scale habitat
| restoration, enhancement, and preservation projects in priority rivers and associated
watersheds. She also provides technical guidance on conservation best management
| practices to landowners and local community partners to support healthy rivers, natural

habitat conditions, sustainable native fish populations, and high-quality conservation-
J oriented recreational activities in Texas rivers. She loves exploring the outdoors with her
husband and two little boys.

Mimi Lodowski grew up in Midland. As she and her husband, Bob, raised their four
children, they used every opportunity to spend time out of doors, whether it was
camping, biking, skiing, or hiking. Twenty five years ago, she began teaching pre-school
children; outdoor play was an integral part of the curriculum. Her dream of living in the
Hill Country developed while dropping off and picking up her children at Laity Lodge
Youth Camp. In 2015 it became true when she and Bob moved into a home north of
Fredericksburg. She is excited about being able to learn and share the knowledge she
will gain to help others enjoy and appreciate Hill Country beauty.

= ‘% Mimi Stidman is a Californian by birth and a Texan at heart. She
"1 recently moved to her oasis in Comfort and is enjoying her retirement job at a local
nursery where she gets to play in the dirt. She graduated from Texas A&M long, long
A ago and enjoyed a career in accounting. Her second, and most rewarding, career was
as a stay-at- home mom . When all three children went to school, so did Mimi; she
taught Junior High Math and Science. She is extremely proud of her amazing children.
Grady, earning his Civil Engineering degree at UTSA,; Ellen, a math teacher in New York
City; and Jimmy, an officer who is currently deployed on the Navy destroyer USS William
P Lawrence.

Nancy Kerr was born and raised in San Antonio, graduated from Wellesley College, and
promptly married her high school sweetheart—who was graduating from West Point.
Their first assignment was Kitzingen, Germany. Their daughter Lara was born during
their three years there before they returned to Fort Hood, where daughter Mary was
born. Nancy earned a Master’s degree from UTSA in Environmental Science while the
girls were very small and began law school at St. Mary’s in 1981. She then joined the
law firm of Fulbright & Jaworski, where she worked for 32 years as an estate planning
attorney. Now she is a retired (Of Counsel) partner. Nancy and Jerry have four
grandchildren. They live on 48 acres near Pipe Creek and have large vegetable §
gardens, chickens, horses, and all the native plants they can plant. They are ardent |
birders and have a Wildlife Management designation on their property.

Pam Bird was born in Indiana and grew up there and in Michigan. She attended
Michigan State University, both as an undergraduate and then as a medical student. She
worked for 36 years as a physician and retired when she and her husband, Matt Farmer,
moved to Leakey two years ago. They have one son, who is married and living in
Wisconsin; one dog, and two cats. They intend to spend the rest of their lives studying,
enjoying, and preserving the natural beauties of the Hill Country. Assuming responsibility
" for the land is their guiding principle. Maximizing the opportunity for native plants and
"8l animals to survive is their goal. Pam learned stained glass techniques from her sister
‘\ and loves creating mosaics, Rails-to-Trails biking, traveling in their small RV, and her
husband.

3
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Paula Harley grew up in the fertile Santa Clara Valley and developed an intimate
relationship with the orchards, creeks, and tall trees of California. Outside was home.
After relocating to the Hill Country in 1982 she found her niche on three acres atop a hill
in Kerrville. While working in healthcare, Paula studied at Schreiner University and then
pursued a vocational nursing career at Kerrville State Hospital for 23 years before retiring
in 2015. Her goal is to gain knowledge of all the living things that inhabit our shared
W space, be they crawling, flying, blooming, or chirping. Her other interests include building
’ . 4 things, vintage campers, hiking, kayaking, and travel.

Randy Fuentes was born and raised in Corpus Christi. He has lived in Boerne since
2011, but claims dual citizenship with Corpus. He earned a Bachelor’s degree in Biology
from Baylor University and an MD, with a specialty in Internal medicine, from Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston. He practiced medicine in Corpus Christi for 30 years
and is now semi-retired as a medical director. Randy and his wife, Cecilia, discovered
the Hill Country in the seventies and enjoyed hiking and camping trips in the area. They §
also made yearly trips to Big Bend. He enjoys the weekly birding trips with Kendall
County Partnership for Parks, the Golden Cheek Warbler surveys at ABK, helping with
projects at Muleshoe, kayaking the Guadalupe, paddle boarding, and fishing in area
rivers and lakes.

Reggie Cox grew up in Los Fresnos and moved to the Chicago area in 1983. She
graduated from Northern lllinois University with a degree in Philosophy. She and her
husband, Al, sold environmental lab equipment through their company, North 40
Instruments. They restored two 1886 Victorian homes in Elgin, IL and participated in
| historic home tours and cemetery walks focused on early residents. They moved to
- | Kerrville in 1999, purchased a very old house (1870's) on Flat Rock Lake, and brought
the house back to life. Now they are working on bringing back native plants and making
as much habitat as possible on 2.5 acres. She recently retired from Comanche Trace
where she was the Broker. Reggie and Al love travel, whale watching, and music.

golf course with her dad, who is now retired from Texas A&M Soil & Crop Science
Extension Service. She earned a degree in Agricultural Economics from Texas A&M
University. Regina met Bill at TAMU; they have been married 35 years, have two adult
children, and enjoy traveling together on family vacations. She was a banking officer in
the Dallas area after college and transitioned to the brokerage business as a Registered
Sales Assistant in Dallas and Corpus Christi. During their children’s school years in
Edmond, OK, she became a stay-at-home mom and served in the parents’ organization
in various ways. They recently moved to Boerne.

Richard Coleman was born in Fayetteville, AK while his father was earning his
engineering degree at the University of Arkansas. After high school in Wilmington, DE
he was stationed at Fort Hood, lived in Austin, and moved to Houston in 1974. He lived
and worked there until selling the business that he and his wife, Teresa, owned. They
started Coleman and Associates in1984 as a professional studio specializing in custom
three-dimensional models, displays, and prototypes. They worked with architects,
engineers, designers, developers, and lawyers in Houston and around the country, and
he was President of the Association of Professional Model Makers from 1998 to 2005.
They retired to Kerrville in December and are very interested in local history and the
geology of the Edwards Plateau.
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Ron Scoggins is a native of Oklahoma and lived there before moving to the Dallas area
in 1982. He moved to Boerne in 2005 after living in the Dallas area for 23 years. He
earned a Bachelor's degree in Finance and an MBA degree from the University of
Oklahoma. His career has been in the energy industry where he worked largely in
contract negotiations and economic evaluations associated with the procurement of new
business or the acquisition of assets and companies. Ron retired from the business in
. early 2016. He has always enjoyed outdoor activities including hiking and bird watching.
% He has volunteered with Cibolo Nature Center, the Native Plant Society of Boerne, the
® | Texas Stream Team, and ABK State Natural Area in Kendall County.

Sandra Haldeman was born in New York State and came south at age 17 to go to the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Nursing
there, a Master’s degree in Nurse-midwifery from Maternity Center in New York City,
another Master’s, in Nursing, from Yale University, and an MD from UTMB in Galveston.
Most recently, Sandra earned a certificate in plant-based nutrition through e-Cornell
University. By quite a circuitous route, she lived in Odessa for ten years. In 1990,
Sandra and her husband, Bryan, moved to Houston so she could attend medical school
in Galveston. She did her ob-gyn residency in Houston and was in private practice until
2011. They began their love affair with the Hill Country when their children attended
summer camp in Leaky. In 2008, they bought 53 acres in Bandera. After seeing the
damage that a few cows and drought could do, they got a Wildlife Valuation in 2011. She
now works part-time, seeing patients and helping with administrative work, at the Arthur
Nagel Community Clinic in Bandera.

Susan Clark was born in New York, earned a Master’s degree in English Literature in
Maryland, and pursued a career in teaching. As a third grade teacher she sponsored a
monarch butterfly program each year. She raised her two children to value the
environment and be active in outdoor activities. After retirement she moved to Kerrville
and later to Ingram where she now lives with Joe Braly. As a life-long horsewoman,
Susan spent much time outdoors. She was chairperson of an equine riding therapy
| program in Maryland and volunteers at a program here. She also volunteers at the VA
hospital, the Dietert Center, and St. Peter’s Church, is an active geocacher, and has
explored many Hill Country back roads. She is a member of the South Llano River
Project Group and has completed the Stream Team training and certification to monitor
local waters.

Tammy Cordell was born in San Saba and raised in Irving. She earned her LVN degree
at Schreiner University and RN degree at San Antonio College. Tammy has worked for
most of her nursing career in nursing homes and now works at the Kerrville State
Hospital. She has been in nursing management for over a decade and her job now
affords her the time to be outdoors, enjoy life, and expand upon her limited .knowledge of
nature. Tammy enjoys volunteering with some rescue horses each week. She recently
became a member of Bat Conservation International and loves all animals, but especially,
owls and bats.

Teresa Coleman was born in Houston and grew up in Bellaire. She earned a Bachelor’s
degree in Art and a BFA degree in Art Education from UT-Austin. Her mother was born in
Schulenburg and her father was born near Livingston; they loved the Hill Country and so
the family spent most of their vacations here. She and her husband, Richard, lived and
worked in Katy until last December when they moved to Kerrville. Teresa loves animals
and especially, horses; they brought a beautiful Arab named Handsome with them to
Kerrville. She has been involved in the spaying, neutering, and releasing of almost 100
cats. Also, she considers herself a “Master Composter”; she’s composted for a good 30
years and in that time has developed some good techniques.
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Thomas Redwine was born in the Sonora Desert, south of Tucson, and lived as a young
man in the Ozark, Appalachian, and Green mountain ranges. He joined the Youth
Conservation Corp at 14 and continued as a DER Ranger in the Appalachian mountains
of Pennsylvania. As a member of the USFS IRT, Thomas fought wildfires from Maine to
Washington. He received an NEA Annual Photography Grant at the age of 19 and
| Commercial Photography became his life's work and passion. In 2013 he and his spouse,
Colette Nicholl, (Class of 2015) became fulltime Texas State Park Hosts at Lost Maples
1 SNA. They are Co-founders of Friends of Lost Maples and of Volunteer Interpreters.
Thomas is the IDA International Dark Sky Park Application & Education Coordinator.

Tom Harrigan was born and raised in New York City, with an occasional trip to Maine or
northern New Jersey. For most of that time he lived within walking distance of Van
Cortland Park, which is 1.146-acre park in the borough of the Bronx in New York City.
What little he knows about “wildlife” was learned in exploring that park. In 1970 he went
to Emory University in Atlanta to earn a PhD in chemistry and then started his
professional life in various managerial positions for diagnostic manufacturers, commercial
clinical, or hospital laboratories. For recreation in Atlanta he started jumping out of planes
but came to his senses and moved on to flying gliders, then small airplanes, and later
exclusively helicopters—which, alas, he had to give up. In 2010 he followed a job to
Texas with his wife, Marie, and in 2015 he retired. He has taken up shooting and is
looking into hog hunting.

Glimpses of the Volunteer Projects Fair
During the Class of 2016 Session on Sept. 14

Thanks to Tony Cieszkiewicz for the photos
of the class members and to Vern Crawford
for the photos of the Volunteer Projects Fair.

\ ."I'L \.Mr \\'\ ' \:C.V'

BECOME A \arimg & e
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from Pam Lienhard

The Kerr County Courthouse Pollinator Garden Project

After less than five months, the Pollinator Garden at the Kerr County
Courthouse has gone from a rocky, barren space to a lush landscape
attracting compliments from courthouse visitors as well as visits from
pollinators it was designed for.

We were able to transform the area so quickly thanks to hard work by
team members and Boy Scouts and their families from Troop 111, as well
as the generosity of local merchants. We received donations of goods from
{ Plant Haus I, The Garden Haus (Comfort), Tractor Supply, and Home
Depot. Medina Nursery and Natives of Texas were also very supportive.
Master Naturalists have supplied native plants from their home bounty.

So far we have put in more than 110 plants comprised of more than 31
species. In increasing numbers each week, bees, butterflies and
hummingbirds are showing their approval.

Thanks to support from the Hill
County Chapter, we were able to add signs, so
everyone visiting the courthouse can see that this is the
work of Master Naturalists. Future plans include
educational signage and handouts.

Of course, we would like to see more such gardens |
throughout the area. We encourage you to contact your
county commissioners and voice your support for [
providing more pollinator habitat and use of native §
plants in landscaping in public spaces.

John Muir, Rachel Carson & Aldo Leopold agree...
Al peop/e Showld becore
Citizen Scientists ! .

Wildlife Feld Research : - Confact: Donna@Cibolo.org
October 3 - 8, 2016 - J 140 City Park Rd, Boerne TX
www.Clbolo.org : B30-249-4616
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From Sharon Hixson
That Skunk Is Out In The Daytime--Is It Sick?

One of the most common myths regarding wildlife is that a skunk, fox, or raccoon active during the daylight
hours has rabies. That is just not true.

While these animals are primarily nocturnal, the truth is that they frequently forage during the daylight hours,
especially in the morning and evening or on overcast days. In particular, animals that haven't found enough
to eat, females who have young to feed, or youngsters newly out on their own, need extra time to search for
food--and thus may be found moving about while the sun is up.

How can you tell if an animal is healthy or sick? A sick animal may have a hard time walking, eating, or
drinking. Its fur may look dirty and unkempt. It may exhibit extreme excitement or aggression. It may
excessively bite or scratch itself. A healthy animal looks clean and has well-groomed fur, imoves around in a
normal manner (as opposed to walking in circles while falling down), and usually runs away when it sees
you. Wild animals are attracted to our gardens because they frequently find nice fat grubs and other insects,
fruit from trees, birdseed spilled from feeders, and water in the birdbath. They are also attracted to the bowl
of kibble on your porch that you put out for the cat.

In populated areas wild animals can become accustomed to seeing people and they may just sit and look at
you. Don’t be alarmed if you see one of these critters during the daytime; simply stay out of its way and be
careful to avoid confrontations with pets. For your own safety, never hand feed any wild animal, even though
it appears to be healthy. And do not approach a sick or injured wild animal. If the animal is acting
aggressively you may want to call the sheriff’s department for assistance.

People are very scared of rabies, but because animal control officers have worked hard to contain this
dreadful disease, it’s actually fairly rare. Unless the animal is staggering around, walking in circles, or
appears to be slow and confused, it's probably not rabid. If it's moving normally, is alert, and looks like it has
a purpose, then it's likely fine. If it looks healthy, it almost surely is. If you are privileged to see a healthy
skunk, fox, raccoon, opossum, or other nocturnal animal in the daytime, relax and enjoy this very special
experience.

NPSOT Boerne Chapter Monthly Meeting
Observations of a Texas Botanist
Speaker: Bill Carr, co-author of Rare Plants of Texas
Tuesday, October 4; socializing at 6:30pm, program at 7pm
Cibolo Nature Center, 140 City Parek Road, Boerne

NPSOT Fredericksburg Chapter Monthly Meeting

& ' h .
g Natlve The Natural History of Milkweeds
e h Speaker: Craig Hensley, TPWD Interpretive Specialist and Monarch Expert

”? ;t%f“ t Tuesday, September 27; social at 6:30 pm, program at 7pm,
Lo e A Fellowship Hall of Memorial Presbyterian Church,
?’«:*: ie 601 North Milam Street, Fredericksburg.
-

NPSOT Kerrville Chapter Monthly Meeting

s ] " ’
W 0[ Texas Vermicomposting
Speaker: Patty Zohlen
Tuesday, October 11 at 1:30pm

Riverside Nature Center, 150 Francisco Lemos, Kerrville

All of these programs are free and open to the public.
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TEXAS

vyl New Texas Ecosystem Analytical Mapper Now LIVE

WILDLIFE

=== ! Check out the new Texas Ecosystem Analytical Mapper
' = 1= ~ v (TEAM), a free interactive mapping tool to assist in
oA o " | understanding Texas habitats and to integrate Ecological

Mapping Systems (EMS) Data. Use the mapper to:

DUND

—
13
!

o View EMS data in relation to soils, geology, hydrology
and ecoregions;

o Create custom maps and reports of the Texas
landscape and its habitat; and

o Calculate acres of vegetation types within an area of
interest,

Ecological Mapping Systems

The Ecological Mapping Systems (EMS) dataset used in the new
mapper is comprehensive, It includes 398 vegetation types for the
entire state of Texas in a geospaual format. The dataset was
developed from aenal imagery, 14,000+ ground data samples collected
(the largest effort of this kind ever in Texas!), and modeling soils and
elevation.

Download the data at

htpitpwd.texas gov/landwater/land/programslandscape-ecology/ems/

Landscape Ecology Program

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Landscape Ecology
Program employs an interdisciplinary approach in monitoring the
landscape of Texas. Its objective is to provide ecologically-focused
geospatial data for state and federal agencies as well as the public.

Questions? Contact Us:

landicape.ecology@tpwd texas.gov

« hitps Mwww facebook comTexasl andscapeEcology/
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. : TEXAS A&M
 BeneerT AGRILIFE

e T UsT s 7
L S RUST EXTENSION

- ,.October 3-4, 2016‘

Location:

“Inn on Barof
-" f’ 308 S.Was |
Ered’erlcﬁg’

..'-

TEXAS A&GM

GRILIFE|*
EXTENSIO]

Conference

Conference includes presentations, discussions, and “behind the scenes” tour:

History of the Hill Country
Stewardship of Natural Resources
Deer Management Fundamentals
Becoming a Texas Master Naturalist

Local Hill Country Ranch Tour
Conference attendees receive aII meals, break refreshment items and field tour transportation.

Come and join us as we discover the history and resource management of a very specialregion
of Texas-the Edwards Plateau.

‘For more information and to register, please visit: BennettTrust.tamu.edu

.\ THANK YOU TO-OUR PLATINUM SPONSOR
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From Lucy Griffith
The View From Rusty Bend

Hammock Harbor

Suspended from my cradle net,
I let the moon set,

in the lap of my attention:

a shard of opal.

Oh, August, your gifts are subtle. One must be
philosophical about the heat, especially when the rains
have gone into hiding and all is so very crunchy. But with
careful time-management, there are pleasures to be had.

We have to get up early, and listen carefully. Andy and |
sit on the porch and play a game of “What’s that?” as we
listen to the river awaken below us. Is it the burping pop
of the turkeys as they ready to launch from their roost? Is
that the soft croak of a Green Heron? Axis fawns sound
like squeaky toys. The Axis bucks fight, their antlers
whack with a sharp retort, muted gunfire. | find broken
Gold sky, gold calf tips in the pasture. Evidence of battle.

There are plenty of meteors before dawn; the Perseids are another one of August’s gifts. It's as if the sky
had a punctuation contest: apostrophes, dashes, exclamation points. At last, it is light enough to see the
bats appear, swooping and whirling, grabbing road food for the trip back to the tunnel for rest.

Dawn’s milky sky presages the day’s white heat. A hot blanket over us all. Spots of color really shine against
the heat washed heavens: the yellow-orange-tumeric of the female Summer Tanager as she chases a wasp,
or the seven colors of the Painted Bunting as he pounces on a blade of grass to strip the seeds. Then, the
dependable canary yellow of the goldfinches as they sway on stalks of Zexmenia, riding them to the ground
in their fancy pole dance. Hot though, time to get the outdoor chores done and slip inside for indoor chores.
And perhaps a nap.

If | were to rename the months of the year in the Texas Hill Country, | would call August, Purple Fruit Month.
Prickly Pear fruits are ripe, showing off their gaudy fuchsia, and Mustang Grapes are violet in the sun before
the birds get them. But Texas Persimmons are on the tip of every tongue: turkey, deer, fox, racoon, skunk.
Mulberry lips. When we were kids visiting the Hillingdon Ranch, we had “war games” with ripe persimmons.
The one with the “purplist” shirt was the loser, or perhaps the mom who had to wash it.

So August, here you are with your lessons. Get up early. Listen carefully. Slow down. Take a nap. Get in
the water. Swing in a hammock with a tasty beverage. Wander at dusk and dawn, alert for modest wonders
that buoy the heart. Be attentive to the cottontail surprised by fire ants who becomes airborne, his
performance, a bantam ballet. Look for the tips of Silver Bluestem grasses that seem suspended from the
sky. Pocket-sized pleasures have their place. Reverence, small-scale.

Lucy Griffith, PhD co-manages the Rusty Bend Ranch
with her husband, Andy Robinson. When she is not on
a tractor named Ruby, she practices Clinical
Psychology. Both Lucy and Andy are certified Master
Naturalists from the Class of 2013. Comments welcome
at doctorluz@hctc.net

Poem, essay, and images by Lucy Griffith Copyright 2016
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WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 21 TEXAS LIONS CAMP, KERRVILLE
AT16-113 1:15-2:15PM  TREE IDENTIFICATION The presenter is Jim Stanley.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23 6:30-7:30PMm 114 SAN ANTONIO ST., MASON

AT16-129 HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE TOTAL SOLAR SCLIPSE IN 2017

The presenter at this meeting of the Mason Star Gazers, Kenneth Lester, will review basic information about
the moon and how to safely view a solar eclipse.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24 8AM-4:15Pm CiBOLO NATURE CENTER (CNC), BOERNE

AT16-157 INTRODUCTION TO NATIVE LANDSCAPES

Learn the value of including and preserving native plants in your landscape in our day long Native
Landscape Certification Program (NCP) class, Level 1. Discover the differences between sustainable and
conventional development. Become familiar with 45 recommended native Texas plants and five invasive
plants to avoid. After a two-hour plant knowledge walk at CNC, we will move to Patrick Heath Public Library
for presentations. Cost: $37; to register, go to https://s08.123signup.com/event/details/nzggh . For more
information, or to complete a mail-in registration, contact Meg Inglis at nicp@npsot.org or 512-589-1316.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 27 6:30-8PM MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP HALL, FREDERICKSBURG
AT16-173 THE NATURAL HISTORY OF MILKWEEDS

This presentation by Craig Hensley at the monthly meeting of the Fredericksburg chapter of NPSOT will
focus on milkweeds common to the Hill Country and their importance not only to monarchs but to insect
communities in general and what we can do to enhance their survival as they pass through Texas.

SATURDAY, OCT.1 9AM-12PM CiBOLO NATURE CENTER, BOERNE

AT16-148 HARVESTING RAINWATER & SOLAR ENERGY

John Kight, engineer, rainwater catchment and solar panel owner, gives the latest technological information
and the most practical advice. Tuition: Members $25/person; non-members $35/person. Pre-registration
required; contact Ben Eldredge at ben@cibolo.org or 830-249-4616.

TUESDAY, OCT.4 2-3PM WEBINAR

AT16-180 MEET THE MONARCHS

Join Dr. Karen Oberhauser, a scientist from the University of Minnesota, and Cathy Downs, a natural
science educator from central Texas, for this interactive webinar for youth audiences. To register, go to
https://goo.gl/forms/pjXQH7eJQODktoH22 .

TUESDAY, OCT.4 7-8PM CiBOLO NATURE CENTER, BOERNE

AT16-159 OBSERVATIONS OF A TEXAS BOTANIST

Bill Carr, Botanist for Acme Botanical Services and co-author of Rare Plants of Texas, will focus on the
importance of the contributions to plant conservation by private landowners in Texas at the monthly meeting
of the Boerne chapter of NPSOT.

WEDNESDAY, OCT.12 1-3PMm TEXAS LIONS CAMP, KERRVILLE
AT16-092 FORBS The presenter is John Huecksteadt.

SATURDAY, OCT.15 9AM-1PM C.L. BROWNING RANCH, NEAR JOHNSON CITY

AT16-177 9AM-1PM  READING THE LAND FIELD DAY

This Hill Country Land Trust workshop, led by Steve Nelle, will focus on teaching key plant indicators of land
health in relation to watershed conditions, wildlife habitat, and livestock ranching. Participants will observe
land in different stages of recovery from past overgrazing and learn the methods and practices that hasten
land improvement. A sandwich and drinks will be provided (bring your own reusable water container) and
attendees are also welcome to bring their own brown bag lunches and linger for more conversation after the
tour. Space is limited; contact Kate@HillCountryLandTrust.org or call 830-997-0027 to register.

The newsletter’s publication schedule does not allow listing all AT events in each issue.
Check the chapter calendar on our website for additional AT.
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We meet on the fourth Monday of most
months at 7:00 pm in the Upper Guadalupe
River Authority Lecture Hall at 125 North
Lehmann Drive in Kerrville.

Join us at 6:30 for our social half-hour.

Everyone is welcome.

Texas Master Naturalist mission:

Board of Directors 2016
Brenda Fest -- President

Floyd Trefny -- Vice President
Rheda Boardman -- Secretary
Diane McMahon -- Treasurer

Liz Ross -- Advanced Training Director

Bridget Langdale -- Communications Director

Lisa Flanagan -- Membership Director

Claire Mitchell -- Volunteer Service Projects Director

Diana Armbrust -- 2016 Class Director
Larry Eskridge-- 2015 Class Representative
Kathy Ward -- Immediate Past President

The Texas Star is a monthly publication of the Erail Lisa Fl
Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master matt bisa tlahagat,
Naturalist Program.  News, essays, comments, Membership Director

and 1deas are welcome.

Please email them to:

Lenore Langsdorf, Editor
LenorelLangsdorf(@gmail.com

The Hill Country Chapter does not
recommend or endorse organizations or
commercial sources mentioned in our
newsletter. The opinions expressed are
those of the authors and editor.

TXMN.ORG/HILLCOUNTRY/

Keeping the Hill
Country Native

Questions about our chapter?

hillcountrymembership@gmail.com

- J
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