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R.G. Howells

October 23 Meeting: Declines in Native

T E X A S Fauna and Flora

Robert G. Howells, a fisheries research biologist with major
interests in freshwater mussels and exotic fishes, shellfishes,
and aquatic plants, will explain the immediate and obvious
factors as well as the longer-term environmental shifts that
contribute to the decline of native fauna and flora.

The monthly meeting of the Texas Master Naturalist Hill
Country Chapter is free and open to the public. We meet in
the Upper Guadalupe River Authority’s lecture hall, 125 North
Lehmann Drive in Kerrville. Socializing begins at 6:30; the
program starts at 7:00.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE . . . . Brenda Fest

Hello fellow Master Naturalists!

Master

We finally have some welcome rains to help the fall grasses and plants ease into the coming season. Birds and
butterflies are migrating. The days are getting cooler and shorter. | love the changes the fall brings before winter.
Now’s a good time to plant wildflower seeds, trees and shrubs to provide food for our wildlife.

| tagged my first Monarch butterfly the other day. | love tagging, which enables me to get a close look at their
beauty. MonarchWatch.org sponsors this tagging effort, which is important in keeping track of their fall migration
path.  The purpose is to associate the location on each tag with the point of recovery for each butterfly. This
data is helpful in determining the influence of weather on the migration and the survival rate of the monarchs.

| am happy to announce that we have received a grant from the Apache Corporation Tree Give Away Program.
This year each member of the 2017 Hill Country Master Naturalists training class will receive two native trees of
their choice and a wire cage to protect the tree from deer damage, etc. Apache will pay our local vendors for the
trees. We selected 12 species of Texas native trees. The trainees’ mentors will asist them in the planting. As
new Master Naturalists, these folks will get an opportunity to incorporate native trees in their landscape.

Last week | had the pleasure of attending our chapter-sponsored Advanced Training session: Finding Common
Ground and Advancing Positive Conservation Outcomes in Environmental Issues. This event included a variety
of great speakers, including our chapter advisor, Michelle Haggerty. It was great to see so many enthusiastic Hill
Country Master Naturalists in attendance at this event, which generated thoughtful discussions and great ideas
on how to increase our effectiveness as volunteers.

| look forward to participating in The Texas Master Naturalist 18" Annual meeting on October 20-22 in Corpus
Christi. And, | hope to see everyone at the October 23 chapter meeting, when we’ll hear Robert Howells speak
on Declines in Native Fauna and Flora: Explanations Based on Freshwater Mussel Studies.

Brenda Fest
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This Month We Honor
Special Recertification

Sandra Haldeman

Recertification

Betty Clyburn, Koy Coffer, Donna Dutton, Pam Goolsby, Merrick Harter,
Chris Lienhard, Carl Luckenbach, Katherine Peak

Milestones
Susan Clark, Clarence Reed, Greg Wilson - Bronze Dragonfly, 250 hours
Tara Randle - Polished Silver Dragonfly, 2500 hours
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Congratulations to members who received awards at theSeptember meeting:

From left to right: Warren Ferguson, Francoise Wilson, Glenn Randow, Jill Bowen, Anne Cassidy, Paula
Harley, Sarabeth Mayfield, Sandra Haldeman, Roger McRoberts, Elsa Roberts, Joe Braly, Tony Plutino
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From Bridget Langdale

Milestone Highlights:
Notes on Contributions of Chapter Members Who Reached Milestones in August and September

Elsa Roberts is a member of the Class of 2016 who has contributed over 250 volunteer
hours. She is a guide at the Riverside Nature Center, both inside the center for exhibits
and outside in the garden, and also enjoys seed cleaning and working with the second
and fourth graders who come to the center. At the Kerr Wildlife Management Area she
participates in in the Monarch/pollinator conservation program. Elsa is a member of the
Kerrville chapter of NPSOT’s Board and of our chapter’s current Class Committee.

L

Francoise Wilson Is a member of the Class of 2016 who has contributed more than 250
volunteer hours. As a member of the current Class Committee, she is the timekeeper for
the lectures at the weekly classes. She has participated in excavation sites as a member
of the Hill Country Archeological Association and also participates in the twice-monthly bird
census in Kendall County

Jill Bowen is a member of the Class of 2015 who has contributed more than 250
volunteering hours. She participates in the Kerr Wildlife Management Area Monarch
program and in maintaining both the Kerrville courthouse garden and the Butterfly
Garden at Kerrville-Schreiner Park. Also, Jill works with students at the Kroc Center
after-school program.

Paula Harley is a member of the Class of 2016 who has contributed over 250 volunteer
hours. She is a current member of the Class Committee and is her class’s representative
on the chapter Board. Paula participates in the Forest Service’s seed gleaning project, has
caged chinaberry trees at Llano State Park, planted 400 milkweeds during two days in
Ozona, and created a campsite at Enchanted Rock State Natural Area.

Sarabeth Mayfield is a member of the Class of 2015 who has contributed over 250
volunteer hours. She is a seed gleaner at Riverside Nature Center and participates in the
Kerr Wildlife Management Area Monarch program along with maintaining the Kerrville
courthouse garden and the Butterfly Garden at Kerrville-Schreiner Park.

Tony Plutino was a member of the Texas Master Naturalist Western Edwards Plateau
(WEP) Chapter for 10 years when, in 2014, that chapter joined the Hill Country Chapter,
which consists of 10 counties that stretch from San Saba to Boerne. He has now
contributed more than 250 volunteer hours by participating in programs at the Mason
Mountain Wildlife Management Area (WMA), the Eckert James River Bat Cave, and the
Fort Mason City Park.

The C.A.R.E. committee invites you to join fellow Master Naturalists
for an informal social hour prior to our monthly meeting. Gather at
Mamacita’s in Kerrville at 4:30 and order dinner if you wish.
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Recent Hill Country Naturalist Columns by Jim Stanley:

9/2/17  What can YOU do to Help Take Care of Our Hill Country Habitat?
9/9/17  What is Ecology? Why is it Important?
9/16/17 Plants that Bloom After a Rain
9/23/17 My Favorite Fall Flowers
9/30/17 Nature is Always Changing, Which Makes It Interesting
These and all other previous Kerrville Daily Times columns

can be found at www.hillcountrynaturalist.org

NPSOT Boerne Chapter Monthly Meeting
On Tuesday, Nov. 7, Cheryl Hamilton, Alamo Area Master
Naturalist, will be our speaker. Her topic is
“Invasive Plants: Stop the Spread.”
Socializing at 6:30pm, program at 7pm
Cibolo Nature Center, 140 City Park Road, Boerne

NPSOT Fredericksburg Chapter Monthly Meeting
On Tuesday, Oct. 24, Steve Stoutamire will be our speaker.
His topic is “17,000 Years of Climate History as Recorded
in Hall's Cave, Kerr County.”

Social at 6:30pm, program at 7pm
Fellowship Hall of Memorial Presbyterian Church
601 North Milam Street, Fredericksburg

o S0ciety
" E— s

\ ,} 0f Texas NPSOT Kerrville Chapter Monthly Meeting

™ On Tuesday, Nov. 14, at 1:30, Susan Sander will speak on

“What Birds Have Taught Me About Plants.”
Riverside Nature Center
150 Francisco Lemos Street, Kerrville

All of these programs are free and open to the public.
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From Larry Eskridge

Kerrville-Schreiner Park Butterfly Garden Raised-bed Milkweed Demo Area Plan
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A New Effort for the Kerrville-Shreiner Park Butterfly Garden

The Monarch Larval Monitoring Program group requested that a raised demonstration bed for varieties of
milkweed be constructed in order to better support the Monarch Way Station and MLMP efforts. The above
diagram is version nine of the proposed plan.

Presently, over 5,000 square feet of the Butterfly Garden’s 10,000 square feet is occupied by a central
courtyard. Until recently, the courtyard was filled with old rotting benches and an unused fire pit. The
benches were replaced with Aldo Leopold Benches (courtesy of Chris Lienhard) and the fire pit was filled in.
The space continues to be a maintenance issue with unwanted plants attempting a take over. It does not
appear to have a clear use or purpose.

The bed design is a modified Keyhole Garden, and as such is an efficient use of space requiring minimal
materials. From a design point of view, it repeats the shape of the courtyard, and will be a focal point that
provides a sense of purpose to the area. When complete, it will enhance visibility for the Monarch programs
and HCMN overall, as well as provide a specific section for resurrecting educational presentations.

Native plants will surround milkweed plants forming a natural butterfly environment. Because the bed will
be raised, the different milkweed varieties will be more noticeable for visitors and easier to monitor for
volunteers.

Installation of a raised bed is going to require dedicated volunteer efforts to make this significant
improvement to the KSP Butterfly Garden a reality. Some of the cost can be covered from the Butterfly
Garden fund, but additional funds are needed. The largest cost for this project will be in construction of the
bed walls. We need a HCMN member who is experienced and skilled in building retaining walls along with
other members who can assist.

For funding beyond what is on hand, our plan is to solicit donations from various businesses, organizations
and individuals. Companies or organizations that participate in this effort will be recognized with a plaque
indicating their support. Also, completion of the Demonstration Bed can be promoted and turned into a
positive media occasion for Kerrville and for Monarch programs within the Hill Country as well as the state.

Email me, Larry Eskridge, at el_e@swbell.net to volunteer, donate, or suggest sources that could help
finance the Milkweed Demonstration Bed.
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From Reggie Cox

Class of 2017 Field Trip to Honey Creek State Natural Area

On a beautiful fall day | was privileged to join the class for
one of our field trips. Honey Creek is a State Natural Area
located adjacent to Guadalupe River State Park. It is quite
beautiful and has one of the cleanest creeks in Texas
because of the protection provided by its neighboring state
park and private property. The creek’s source is in a cave
on that private property; it flows into the State Natural Area
and empties into the Guadalupe River in the park. The
creek is crystal clear and hosts a wide variety of plants,
birds, butterflies, fish, and amphibians. The varied habitats--
including savannahs, cedar breaks, the canyon, and
grassland--offer homes to a wide variety of plants and
animals.

The trail to the creek was easy to navigate and
offered many examples of Hill Country habitat.
The descent into and climb out of the canyon
provided more of a challenge. | am happy to say
that all of us made it in and out with some help
from one other. Our guides from the Friends of
Guadalupe River/Honey Creek, Wilt and C.W.,
are very knowledgeable. They shared the
history of the area, which had been a ranch
owned originally by German settlers, and told us
of the work that has produced the trails and
evolving habitats of Honey Creek. One of the
overlooks offers a beautiful view of the creek
below and hills across the creek; some of us saw
feral hogs from this overlook.

Feral hog seen from an overlook

One surprise: in the trees near the creek was Spanish moss, hanging gracefully from branches. | had not
seen Spanish moss before in this area. Honey Creek and the adjoining Guadalupe River State Park are
birding destinations for birders from all over the state. The habitat offers nesting areas for the golden-
cheeked warbler, which is one of two endangered birds in the Hill Country. It was great to see other groups of
interested people, including lots of kids, on the trails. They were excited to be there and were having a good
time getting acquainted with the site.

The Friends of Guadalupe River/Honey Creek offer Interpretive
guide training periodically. If you like to talk to people and learn
a lot while doing it, consider becoming a volunteer guide there.
For more information or to reserve a spot in the training, contact
Nancy Gray at 210-464-0532 or go to grayabbott@aol.com..
A fee of $20 is required; it covers all training material and a one
year family membership in the Friends group.

photos by Allan Howard
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From Teresa Coleman

Kroc Center After School Program

The Kroc Center’s after school program began this school
year on September 21 with a fun and inspiring program for
the second graders. Tara Bushnoe and Travis Linscomb
with UGRA here in Kerrville brought pages to color, critters
to check out, and clay and glitter for the students to try their
hand at critter creation. The specific critters discussed
were water inhabiting invertebrates, which are fascinating!
The volunteers enjoyed the afternoon as much as the
students. Invertebrates are very important; they make up a
huge part of the ecosystem. Spiders, dragonflies, and
damsel flies are just a few of the species that were
discussed. They are similar to the canary in the cage in the
coal mine in that they help in keeping humans aware of the
state of our water, our most precious resource.

Master Naturalist volunteers helping in this program were
Chris Lienhard, Clarence Reed, John Sloan, Martha
Miesch, Pam Lienhard, and Teresa Coleman.
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HIl Country Alllance Presents

RAINWATER REVIVAL
O HILL COUNTRY LIVING

NOVEMBER 4, 2017 | 10AMTOSPM | DRIPPING SPRINGS RANCH PARK

BIGGER. BETTER. MORE FUN!

I’s all about rainwater collection,
conserving water and energy, and living

lightly, responsibly and beautifully in
the Texas Hill Country!

Rainwater Revival + Hill Country Living Festival
is a Hill Country Alliance event.
The Hill Country Alliance is a nonprofit organization whose
purpose is to raise public awareness and build community
support around the need to preserve the natural resources and
heritage of the Central Texas Hill Country.

For more information on the Rainwater Revival, contact Sheila
at info@rainwaterrevival.com or call 512-479-9H20 (9426)

HILL COUNTRY

Q )

20022017

Toxas Mantor Naturalist
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Wildlife Tax Valuation Workshop

Presented l‘}’

Riverside Nature Center

P Have you had agricultural tax valuation on your
land for at least five years, and are you interested in
managing wildlife?

P This in-depth workshop is especially for landowners
with 20 or more acres - it emphasizes wikilife
management strategies that improve native habitat
and increase species diversity

P Our presenters will help you gain land management
knowledge, understand the history of this Texas tax
valuation law, and fulfill requirements to qualify for a
wildlife management tax valuation

P Many participants complete this workshop with a
concrete plan and are ready to apply

Session ©: Overview and Property Inventory
Saturday, January 6
9AM 10 1IPM

Session 2: Management Practices and
Habitat Assessment

Saturday, January 13

9AM to 2:30PM

Session 3: WI'V History and Update on the
Law, Application Procedures, and...
Putting It All Together

Saturday, January 20

9AM 10 IPM

What You’'ll Need At The First Session

ﬂ Agricultural tax valuation
H Map of your property

090§/ person or 1108/couple (members)
®1105/person or 1308/ couple (non-members)
O Class limited to 10-35. RSVF absolutely
essential

®Preregistration required by Dec
®Credit cards, cash, or checks accepted
o Coffee and water provided

OFcel free to bring a sack lunch or snack

2 ‘\Dl"

Location
Riverside Nature Center
150 Francisco Lemos S8, Kerrville
www riverssdenaturecenter.org
830-257-4837 | RNC kerrvilles gmail com

The Texas Star
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From Lucy Giriffith

The View From Rusty Bend

Great Blues

Morning launch—
two tall-mast caravels cast away
from a dock of bare cypress limbs—
herons, life-mates,
pewter keels
carving the sky
Those fine wings,
feathered calligraphy—
blue-gray sails
scudding the wind
One leads,
one follows—
resting in a
whisper of wake

Early fall

Strange September at Rusty Bend. Looks like November, feels like August. An early spring can trigger an
early fall, they say, but at this rate all the leaves will be gone by October. The pasture smells like the dusty
corner of an old hay barn. | can hear my father’s soft Virginia drawl, murmuring “Mighty dry...mighty dry.” As
a child, when it got this dry, my assigned role was drought deputy. We had some apricot and pear trees near
the old ranch house but too far away to reach with a hose. My father had traded some law work for a
somewhat flexible three-inch black pipe that he cinched to the windmill with ring clamps.

Daddy was in his usual ranch work attire. A battered fedora, a worn yellowish white business shirt, with the
drycleaner tag hanging off the cuff, scuffed wingtips. Office clothes repurposed at the ranch. We unwound
that stiff pipe over to the orchard, threaded it through a fence and lined it up on each tree, filling the little
bermed circle he had shaped for irrigation. The water glugged. Then he would lift the end of the pipe in the
air and haul it to the next tree to be rescued. My dad was a smart man but not a robust one. Watching him
lift that heavy pipe, he was heroic.

We had an old Dodge truck with Montana Sky mud flaps that he had also traded for some legal work. |
backed it up to the spigot in front of the house and packed the truck bed with containers. Wash tubs,
galvanized buckets, half of a 55 gallon drum. | filled them all with the hose and we would bounce across the
pasture. Shot shocks landed much of the water in the truck bed. Nevertheless, we headed for the wildflower
bushes Daddy had planted on the north edge of a goat-nibbled field. We hand watered cenizo, salvia, and
sunflower.

We would rest in the shade on the damp tailgate. If it was really hot, he would pull forth a kerchief from his
pocket, tie little knots in each corner, dip it in a pail of water and slide it under his hat. He would share stories
of droughts past. How J. Frank Dobie had wept when the monarch oaks died of thirst in Austin in the 50’s.
Daddy said "I’'m not the cryin’ sort, but you know, | admire that.”

continued on next page
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So far, it's not that kind of drought. Those forty-year-old cenizo are over my head, humming with blossoms
and bees. And yes, Daddy, the salvia are “bloomin’ right fine.”

Spinning on the edge of a hurricane

Poem, essay and images by Lucy Griffith Copyright 2017

Lucy Griffith, PhD co-manages the Rusty Bend Ranch with her husband, Andy Robinson.
She also writes poetry; her muse, a tractor named Ruby. She is currently working on the
story of the Burro Lady of West Texas, told in poems. Both Lucy and Andy are certified
Master Naturalists from the Class of 2013. Comments welcome at doctorluz@hctc.net .

The Texas Stream Team will host a Riparian
Evaluation Training on Thursday, October 19th.
The Training will begin at 1:00 pm at the KEDT
Radio Station at Del Mar College in Corpus
Christi. The classroom portion of the class will
last from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm. We will then caravan
to the Oso Creek field site about 15 minutes
away at CR57 near Robstown. The fieldtrip
X portion of the class will be held from 3:00 pm to

CERTIFIED RIPARIAN "™

This is an opportunity to become trained to

EVALUATIUN evaluate the riparian health of a perennial or

seasonal creek or river site in a uniform manner

TRAINING as part of a statewide network of dedicated
volunteers. This training is open to the public.

‘ OCTOBER 19, 2017 « 1PM - 4PM
‘ CEOT Sauth Texas punie  RSVP s required; space is limited. Go to http://
Brosdeasting System Dol Mar College | US9.campaign-archive.com/?
1205 5 Staples | U=1a75c397ce97f21a4a4d5da50&id=f8d1c03d0b
I Tx7e411 1 for more information.
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FRIDAY-SUNDAY, OCT. 20-22 OmMNI CORPUS CHRISTI HOTEL
AT17-239 18TH ANNUAL TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MEETING
For details, go to https://txmn.org/2017-annual-meeting/ .

SATURDAY, OCT. 21 10AM-3PMm CiBOLO NATURE CENTER, BOERNE (CNC)

AT17-240 NATIVE PLANTS TALKS AND WALKS

The Boerne Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas invites you to join us at the Cibolo Nature Center
to celebrate Texas Native Plant Week. There will be talks by Donna Taylor, Marvin Hatter, Gary Fest, and
Ben Eldridge followed by guided tours to identify native plants. For more information, contact Gary Fest at
garyfest@gmail.com

SATURDAY, OCT.21 9AM-1PM CiBOLO NATURE CENTER, BOERNE

AT17-220 BIRDS IN THEIR HABITATS, PART |

This workshop is on Hill Country birds, their natural habitats, and how their basic ecological needs must be
met. This is the first in a series of classes that includes field trips to Circle J Ranch and Cibolo Preserve.
The Attracting Birds in the Texas Hill Country book is required. Part Il on 11/4 will be Birds of Hill Country
Live Oaks Savannahs (Herff Farm); Part Ill, 11/18, Birds of Hill Country Grasslands, Rivers, and Creeks
(Herff Farm). Cost: $75; scholarships are available. Registration and Book: $110. For more information,
contact Ben Eldridge at ben@cibolo.com. Registration is limited to 25; go to https://ciboloorg.presencehost.net/
experience/events/calendar.html/event/2017/10/21/cnc-part-1-of-birds-in-their-habitats/164784 .

MONDAY, OcT.23 7-8PM UPPER GUADALUPE RIVER AUTHORITY LECTURE HALL, KERRVILLE

AT17-209 DECLINES IN NATIVE FAUNAAND FLORA

Robert G. Howells, a fisheries research biologist with major interests in freshwater mussels, exotic fishes,
shellfishes, and aquatic plants, will be the speaker at our monthly chapter meeting.

SATURDAY, OCT. 28 8:30AM-3:30PM KIRCHOFF FAMILY FARM, FLORESVILLE

AT17-243  WILDLIFE & GRASSLAND RESTORATION WORKSHOP

Morning: Diversity Walk & Touring Demos of Kirchoff Family Farm. Afternoon: We'll provide lunch and enjoy
presentations at nearby Three Oaks Community Center. To register, go to https://
events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07emtw5rv34b744c5&oseq=&c=&ch=.

SATURDAY, Nov.4 9Am-1PM HERFF FARM, BOERNE
AT17-220 BIRDS IN THEIR HABITATS, PART I
For details, see Oct. 21 listing for Part I.

SATURDAY, NOV.4 10AM-5PM DRIPPING SPRINGS RANCH PARK
AT17-238 RAINWATER REVIVAL + HILL COUNTRY LIVING FESTIVAL
For information, contact Sheila at info@rainwaterrevival.com or 512-479-9H20 (9426).

TUESDAY, Nov. 7 6:30PM-8Pm CiBOLO NATURE CENTER, BOERNE

AT17-194 INVASIVE PLANTS: STOP THE SPREAD

Cheryl Hamilton, Alamo Area Master Naturalist, will describe the most challenging invasive plants found in
the Edward's Plateau, share strategies for invasive plant identification and eradication, and discuss the
importance of native alternatives. She will also provide invasive plant samples.

SATURDAY, Nov. 18 9AmM-1PMm HERFF FARM, BOERNE
AT17-220 BIRDS IN THEIR HABITATS, PART lli
For details, see Oct. 21 listing for Part I.

MONDAY, Nov. 23 UPPER GUADALUPE RIVER AUTHORITY LECTURE HALL, KERRVILLE

AT17-TBA ATTRACTING BIRDS IN THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY

Rufus Stephens and Jan Wrede, authors of Attracting Birds in the Texas Hill Country, will be our speakers
and will sign copies of their book.at our monthly chapter meeting.

The newsletter’s publication schedule does not allow listing all AT events in each issue.
Check the chapter calendar on our website for additional AT.
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We meet on the fourth Monday of most
months at 7:00 pm in the Upper Guadalupe
River Authority Lecture Hall at 125 North
Lehmann Drive in Kerrville.

Join us at 6:30 for our social half-hour.

Everyone is welcome.

Texas Master Naturalist mission:

Board of Directors 2017
Brenda Fest -- President

Craig Childs -- Vice President
Kris Bobbitt-- Secretary

Ann Dietert -- Treasurer

Tom Harrigan -- Advanced Training Director TXMN.ORG/HILLCOUNTRY/

David Davies -- Communications Director Keeping the Hill

Country Native

Lisa Flanagan -- Membership Director
Claire Mitchell -- Volunteer Service Projects Director
Reggie Cox -- 2017 Class Director

Paula Harley -- 2016 Class Representative

Kathy Ward -- Immediate Past President

Questions about our chapter?
The Texas Star is a monthly publication of the o
Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Email Lisa Flanagan,
Naturalist Program.  News, essays, comments, Membership Director

and ideas are welcome. hillcountrymembership@gmail.com

Please email them to: \ %

Lenore Langsdorf, Editor
LenoreLangsdorf@gmail.com

TEXAS

TEXAS A&M
The Hill Country Chapter does not PARKS & GR'LIFE
recommend or endorse organizations or —— EXTENSION
commercial sources mentioned in our WILDLIFE
newsletter. The opinions expressed are

those of the authors and editor.
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