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JUNE 24 MEETING: TRACKING THE

MAMMALS OF TEXAS

Jonah Evans, the State Mammalogist for the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Dept., will explore the world of Texas mammals and how to
identify their tracks and sign. While Texas is blessed with abundant
and diverse mammalian fauna, most species are elusive and
difficult to see in the wild. Animal tracks and sign provide a window
: : . 2 for casual observers to peek into the hidden world of our
\Naturalust . mammalian neighbors. This presentation will focus on teaching
practical skills you can immediately put to use on your next walk.

The monthly meetings of the Texas Master Naturalist Hill Country
Chapter are free and open to the public. We meet in the Upper
Guadalupe River Authority’s Lecture Hall, 125 North Lehmann Drive
in Kerrville. Socializing begins at 6:15; the program begins at 6:45.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE . . . . Lisa Flanagan

Hello all!

| think Summer is here, and with it the heat. We still have wildflowers in the fields. Notably, in the Louise
Hays Park, the big field has gone through a series of blooms. As one kind fades out, another takes its place.
Nature is wonderful, like a slide show that just goes on and on.

One thing blooming now is the ligustrum, growing as shrubs or trees. Not native, this is a highly invasive
plant. As they are in full bloom now, it's easy to see how invasive they are. They are everywhere. Later, as
their berries ripen and birds gulp them down, they think my yard is the place to sit in oak trees and rain poop.
| wish | could take my chainsaw to the streets!

Our application period for the Class of 2019 is almost finished. We are getting a good number of applications
online. If you know anyone who is interested, please encourage them to apply as soon as possible. Our
deadline is June 30, 2019.

Our Membership Director, Reggie Cox, is looking for mentors for our 2019 trainees. This can be a very
rewarding experience, and can lead to some wonderful new friendships. We encourage our mentors to keep
in touch with their trainees beyond their initial contacts, including actually coming to a class or two to touch
base with them. Holding classes at UGRA gives us room to accommodate you. Contact Reggie
(hillcountrymembership@gmail.com) with any questions.

| hope to see many of your faces at our summertime chapter meetings.
Until then......

The Texas Staris a monthly publication of the Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program.
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This Month We Honor

Initial ification
Katie McQueen
Recertifications

Lisa Center, Becky Etzler, Brenda Fest, Pam Goolsby,
Bob Lodowski, Sarabeth Mayfield, Claire Mitchell, Ron Scoggins, Sherry Wilson

Milestones
Sandra Haldeman, Carla Stang - Bronze Dragonfly, 250 hours
Vivian Fink, Randy Fuentes, Tyra Kane - Brushed Silver Dragonfly, 500 hours
Reggie Cox - Gold Dragonfly, 1000 hours

a'mé Chapter members are welcome and

encouraged to attend and contribute to

Board of Directors meetings The board meets at the
Riverside Nature Center at 2:30 on the Monday of the
chapter’s monthly meeting.

Congratulations to members who received awards at our May meeting:

From left to right: Susan McKinley, Barbara Marquer, Mary Thomas, Tyra Kane, David Davies,

Sandra Haldeman, Richard Coleman, Elsa Roberts, Ann Dietert, Steve Ramirez,
Ginny DeWolf, Tom Burke, Chris Keating, Craig Childs
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Milestone Highlights

Chapter Members Who Received Recognition of Milestones at the May Chapter Meeting

Richard Coleman, a member
of the class of 2016, received
the Gold Dragonfly pin in
recognition of more than 1000
hours of volunteer service.

Bob Lodowski, a member of
the class of 2016, received
the Bronze Dragonfly pin in
recognition of more than 250
hours of volunteer service.

Become a
Texas Master

Naturalist
VOLUNTEER

dffﬁ(] txmn,org/hillcountry

Now

WANT TO KNOW MORE”

hilcount ¥membsesship” gmeil.com
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photos by Catherine Gauldin
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Katy Kappel, a member of
the class of 2017, received
the Brushed Silver Dragonfly
pin in recognition of more
than 500 hours of volunteer
service.

Morgan Williams, a member
of the class of 2013,
received the Gold Dragonfly
pin in recognition of more
than 1000 hours of volunteer
service.
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Recent Hill Country Naturalist Columns by Jim Stanley

5/4/19 The Carbon Cycle: Another Way Mother Nature
Recycles Everything

5/11/19 Lessons From the Old Timers

5/18/19 Does it Matter How Everyone Manages Their Land?

5/25/19  Americans Before Columbus: What They Had, What
They Didn’'t Have

These and all other Kerrville Daily News columns
can be found at www.hillcountrynaturalist.org .

From Gracie Waggener

Friends of Fredericksburg Nature Center Summer Nature Workshop

How to Design a Pollinator Garden
AT19-153

Texas Master Naturalist Richard Coleman will present the hows of creating pollinator gardens with native
plants, and why they are so important for our birds, bees, and butterflies. Participants can bring a sketch to
design a garden for their yards with help from Texas Master Naturalist and Native Plant Society of Texas
members, to be ready for fall planting.

July 10, 2019  10:00 - 12:00
In the Tatsch House at Lady Bird Johnson Park
Fredericksburg, Texas

The workshop is limited to 25 participants.
Please RSVP to Nancy Person at 830-992-8411 or nancykperson@gmail.com

From Paula Harley

With Summer's heat and humidity upon us, we all run the risk of "falling out" in
some way or another. Our shady brims and bottles of water may not be enough
when we are out in the field, doing the thing we love most. Would you know what
to do if a fellow volunteer became ill or unresponsive?

The American Heart Association (https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRANJECC/
FindACourse/UCM_473162_Find-A-Course.jsp) and the American Red
Cross (https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/cpr) offer many options to learn
about Basic Life Support, First Aid, and Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation. You
can learn a little or a lot. You can earn a certificate or get certified. You can also
just watch and participate as much as you like just to become more familiar with
the steps.

There is something for everyone. Classes are available online, in the classroom,
or a blend of both. So take a couple of hours and take a course this summer.

Someone's life may depend on it.

The Texas Star June 2019 Page 4


http://www.hillcountrynaturalist.org
http://www.hillcountrynaturalist.org
mailto:nancykperson@gmail.com
mailto:nancykperson@gmail.com
https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/FindACourse/UCM_473162_Find-A-Course.jsp%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/FindACourse/UCM_473162_Find-A-Course.jsp%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/FindACourse/UCM_473162_Find-A-Course.jsp%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/cpr%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/FindACourse/UCM_473162_Find-A-Course.jsp%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/FindACourse/UCM_473162_Find-A-Course.jsp%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://cpr.heart.org/AHAECC/CPRAndECC/FindACourse/UCM_473162_Find-A-Course.jsp%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/cpr%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

From the Hill Country Alliance

NEXT WEEK in Leakey:

A free seminar on landowner incentive programs

Join us on Wednesday, June 19th for an overview of programs that
provide funding or assistance for conservation and habitat management
projects on your land, with a focus on the Landowner Incentive Program

(LIP) and Pastures for Upland Birds (PUB).

Hear presentations from Plateau Land & Wildlife Management and Hill
Country Alliance and learn more about how these programs can help you!

Please RSVP at www.plateauwildlife.com/summer-seminars .

Wednesday, June 19th | 2:00 - 3:30 PM | Frio Pecan Farm

From the Hill Country Alliance

Join us in Fredericksburg for a free workshop
on pasture restoration monitoring

Join us on Friday, June 28th for an educational evening on the Roam
Ranch. We will be learning from Sustainable Agriculture Specialists and
educators about ways to monitor and restore heritage ranch lands in the
Hill Country.

Hear presentations from NCAT Soil for Water and Holistic Management
International and learn more about how these techniques can help you!

Please register at KaraK@NCAT.org
Friday, June 28th | 5:00 - 8:00 PM | Roam Ranch
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From Ruth McArthur

2018 Texas Native Plant Youth Photo Contest Winners

The Boerne Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas and Cibolo Nature Center and Farm
announced winners of its fourth Texas Native Plant Photo Contest at its June meeting. This year, 27 youth
from 10 local schools and home schools submitted 55 entries. Members of the Native Plant Society provided
four workshops to familiarize students with the contest.

Photos were displayed at the Cibolo Nature Center and Farm prior to the meeting and members voted
on People’s Choice awards. Members of the Native Plant Society provided five workshops to familiarize
students with the contest.

The purpose of the contest is to challenge youth photographers (and their parents) to learn more
about native plants and pollinators of the Texas Hill Country — what they are and why they are important.

“This contest has been always been a great learning experience for our kids (and us too),” said Julie
Dement, parent of Charlotte, TJ, and Allison. “The NPSOT Photo Contest gives the youth in our area the
opportunity to stretch their wings in support of our mission here at the nature center,” says Sara Brumby. ‘I
am grateful to be a part of the contest as a judge, as we are able to acknowledge and showcase the great
work of these budding photographers.”

Judges Cheryl Beck (CB Digital Imaging), Elizabeth Castle (Castle Photography) and Sara Brumby
(Cibolo Nature Center and Farm) used a professional point scale to determine winners. “I love to see nature
thru the kids’ lens and the stretching of their skills to show us while they learn about native plants in our
area,” commented Ms. Beck.

Ben Eldredge, CNC&F Director of Education, provided opening remarks and Craig Childs MC’d for
the reception. Rheda Boardman, Cecilia Fuentes, Anne Adams, Craig Childs, and Kathy Ward provided
educational workshops to potential entrants at Cibolo Nature Center & Farm, Kruetzberg Canyon Natural
Area and Bergheim Fire Station. Anne Adams and Gary Fest helped contestants with native plant
identification. Ruth McArthur handled the publicity. Additional members assisting with the reception were
Brenda Fest and Dale Bransford.

5 ™ :_'— - [ = sow i % e
Rheda Boardman and the Winners Circle Sadie Stenike, Fair Oaks

Elementary, with her photo of
Antelope-Horns
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From Lucy Giriffith
The View From Rusty Bend

Fire above, fire below

Surf’s Up

mid-air a pod of vultures floats gusty swells waiting waiting

braving stormwind wrath

one peels off
dives the canyon’s barrel shooting the curl

her wingtips tremble

May at Rusty Bend. My father’s birthday just passed and as always, | especially miss him this time of year.
Fifty-four years ago he bought these acres on the Guadalupe River. The land had been nibbled to a fare-
thee-well by scores of goats. There were no wildflowers. A browse line the height of a goat on his hind legs
shone from fence line to fence line. Rocks, caliche, and horehound carpeted the pasture. A pale white hill
country property.

With a worn, dog-eared copy of Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac in his back pocket, Daddy began
what looked like a foolhardy project. The goats were removed and a few cows took their place. He bought
bushels of prairie grass seeds and flung them across the barren fields from what looked like a fan on his
chest. He especially loved doing this in a rainstorm, much to my mother’s consternation. He putin a berm to
capture rain in a spot where two drainages joined. A permanent water source for wildlife. At the other end of
the property he noticed seepage on a hillside. He had that shaped into a pond he called the Seep Tank.

Leopold said, “when we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and
respect.” Daddy showed respect by planting trees and shrubs to attract birds and pollinators along the edge
of an old field, the Wildflower Trail. He fenced off the riparian area on the river from livestock so that it could
recover. He rotated the cows by dividing the pasture with cross fences. Every ten years, all the regrowth
cedar was removed.

continued on next page
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Andy and | have continued this project, switching from cattle to a wildlife valuation. The browse line is gone.
Those old fields now have mid-level grasses swaying in the wind. The river is full of Switchgrass, Eastern
Gamma and sedges. We are wall-to-wall with forbs and wildflowers. We keep our topsoil by tending to any
erosion and encouraging the absorbent sponge of wild grasses. Eight small berms “slow the flow.” We see
bobcats and foxes, coachwhips and Great Blue Herons. Andy has added nesting boxes so that now one
hears the songs of bluebirds on the Wildflower Trail.

The project isn’t done, Daddy; there’s always thistles to manage and fire ant mounds to treat. But the land
has healed, the grass is thick, the birdsong is loud, and it's an epic year for Agarita!

Priscilla’s Corner (in Memory of Priscilla Stanley)

Poem, images, and essay by Lucy Griffith
Copyright 2019

Lucy Griffith, PhD co-manages the Rusty Bend
Ranch with her husband, Andy Robinson. She
also writes poetry; her muse, a tractor named
Mabel. The story of the Burro Lady of West
Texas told in poems, We Make a Tiny Herd, has
just been published by Main Street Rag. Both
Lucy and Andy and certified Master Naturalists.
Comments welcome at doctorluz@hctc.net .

Nemastylis geminiflora (Pra/r/e Celestial)

ROCKWALL TEXAS

CCTOBER 18-20 2019

ANNUAL MEETINC
SEE YOU IN 2009
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TUESDAY, JUNE 18 10:30AM -12PM  RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER, KERRVILLE
AT19-155 NED TALK: WHY SHOULD | KEEP BEES?
Elaine McMurray will discuss the issues that honey bees face today and factors that support beekeeping.

TUESDAY, JUNE 18 6:30-7:30PMm  WEBINAR

AT19-040 FRESHWATER MUSSELS

Liz Johnson will provide an introduction to the status and distribution of unionids in Texas creeks and
discuss what the City of Austin has learned about the status and distribution of mussels in that area. To
register, go to https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6507293938764563457 .

THURSDAY, JUNE 20 7-9PrM  CiIBOLO NATURE CENTER, BOERNE

AT19-161 FIREFLIES

Ben Pfeiffer will speak and then lead a hike. Participants are encouraged to bring a butterfly net to help
in catching fireflies as part of a citizen science project that he is working on. Cost: $10, non-members; $8,
members; $5, children; 6 and under, free. Purchase tickets at the door.

MONDAY, JUNE 24 6:45-8PM UPPER GUADALUPE RIVER AUTHORITY LECTURE HALL, KERRVILLE
AT19-162 TRACKING THE MAMMALS OF TEXAS

Jonah Evans, State Mammalogist, will be the speaker at our monthly meeting. He will focus on teaching
practical skills to use on our walks.

TUESDAY, JUNE 25 10AM-12PM UGRA CLASSROOM, KERRVILLE
AT19-123 EDUSCAPE TALK AND TOUR
Znobia Wooten of Native American Seed will discuss the impact of native plants on water conservation.

TUESDAY, JUNE 25 1-2PM MONARCH CONSERVATION WEBINAR

AT19-146 MONARCHS AND SOCIAL SCIENCE

Alexis Winter and Christine Browne will discuss the social, political, and economic facts that produce
environmental threats and those that benefit monarchs and their environments. Contact information:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVV7ufyZVhK95HJBFOQUFPIh7NG6nGT_jalwA92Kr-
NOiQcfw/viewform .

TUESDAY, JUNE 25 7-8PM MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, FREDERICKSBURG

AT19-139 TEXAS BUMBLE BEES

Dr. Jessica Beckham will focus on how humans and bumble bees can peacefully coexist in an
increasingly urbanized world.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26 1-2PM  DIETERT CENTER, KERRVILLE
AT19-158 HILL COUNTRY GEOLOGY PART 1
Mike McGinnis will discuss how the Hill Country developed into what we see today. Tuition: $10.

FRIDAY, JUNE 28 1-2PM DIETERT CENTER, KERRVILLE

AT19-159 HILL COUNTRY GEOLOGY PART 2

Mike McGinnis will discuss the Llano Uplift's formation, the fossils found here, and why it's important to
understand the Hill Country's past. Tuition: $10

FRIDAY, JUNE 28 5-8PM ROAM RANCH, 1804 PFEIFFER ROAD, FREDERICKSBURG
AT19-157 PASTURE RESTORATION MONITORING WORKSHOP
Kara Kroger and Peggy Sechrist will discuss monitoring methods to document changes.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10 10AM-12PM LADY BIRD JOHNSON MUNICIPAL PARK, FREDERICKSBURG

AT19-153  POLLINATOR GARDEN WORKSHOP

Richard Coleman will discuss the hows and whys of creating pollinator gardens. Limited to 25 participants;
RSVP to Nancy Person, 830-992-8411 or nancykperson@gmail.com .

The newsletter’s publication schedule does not allow listing all AT events in each issue.
Check the chapter calendar on our website for additional AT.
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T E X A §

We meet on the fourth Monday of most
months at 6:45 Pm in the Upper Guadalupe
River Authority Lecture Hall at 125 North
Lehmann Drive in Kerrville.

Join us at 6:15 for our social half-hour.

Everyone is welcome.

Texas Master Naturalist mission:

To develop a corps of well
to the beneficial mana

Board of Directors 2019
Lisa Flanagan -- President
Craig Childs -- Vice President
Katy Kappel -- Secretary

hy Binney — T
Cathy Binney -- Treasurer TXMN.ORG/HILLCOUNTRY/

. . o . Keeping the
Catherine Gauldin -- Communications Director Hill Country Native

Paula Harley -- Advanced Training Director

Reggie Cox -- Membership Director
Tom Burke -- Volunteer Service Projects Director

Carla Stang -- 2019 Class Director

Steve Ramirez -- 2018 Class Representative

Brenda Fest -- Immediate Past President

Vern Crawford -- State Representative _
Questions about our chapter?
The Texas Star is a monthly publication of the
Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master
Naturalist Program.  News, essays, comments, Membership Director
and ideas are welcome.

Email Reggie Cox,

hillcountrymembership@gmail.com

Please email them to: \ %

Lenore Langsdorf, Editor
LenoreLangsdorf@gmail.com

TEXAS

TEXAS AEM
The Hill Country Chapter does not PARKS & GRIL[FE
recommend or endorse organizations or EXTENSION

commercial sources mentioned in our WILDLIFE

newsletter. The opinions expressed are
those of the authors and editor.
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