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The October Hill Country Chapter meeting will be a hybrid meeting on 
Monday, October 24.  Doors open at 6 for socializing, the business 
meeting will begin at 6:30, and the AT presentation will be from 7:10-8:10.  
Our speaker, Brittany Chesser, is the Aquatic Vegetation Management 
Program Specialist for Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service; the title of 
her presentation is  ÒBiological Control of Aquatic Vegetation.Ó  She will 
focus on the classical and non-classical biological control for well-known 
aquatic vegetation species. This will include the introduction of insects 
(weevils, beetles) and herbivorous fish (tilapia sp., triploid grass carp), 
along with current regulations and research in these areas.    
To attend the chapter meeting and/or AT via Zoom, go to pre-registration 
for October meeting. You will receive a confirmation email with 
information about joining the meeting, and you can log into Zoom at 6pm 
on October 24.   

As a still relatively ÒnewÓ Texan, I feel like what IÕve learned through the Texas Master Naturalist and Native 
Plant Society has helped develop my seasonal senses.  Recently, I have to say that itÕs been feeling like fall 
is in the air.  Aside from environmental fall observations and smells, there are typical activities that occur in 
the administrative world of our chapter in the fall as well. 

This is the time of year when we solicit and vote for officers (President, Vice President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer) for the Board of Directors for the next year. In addition to the officer voting, this year we also have 
revisions to the TMN Bylaws, Chapter Management and Operations Protocols (CMOP), and Chapter 
Operating Handbook (COH) to review and vote on. The Bylaws set the rules of the road; the CMOP gives 
specific directions and instructions; the COH is intended to assist the chapter in structuring and defining, in 
detail, its local operational procedures and practices. 

You will receive an email with the Bylaws and CMOP documents to review at least 15 days prior to the 
November 28 chapter meeting. Voting will be allowed in-person and virtually at the November chapter 
meeting. These documents become official January 1, 2023. To access all of the documents provided by the 
TMN state office (and others relevant to TMN chapters), visit https://txmn.tamu.edu/chapter-resources/
chapter-documents/. 

To keep you Òin the know,Ó the Chapter Operating Handbook (COH) local revisions have been on the Board 
agenda to be revised and weÕve been trying to get this done this year. The state recently provided chapters 
with revisions we must adopt as a framework, but the state allows chapters to tailor select aspects to their 
local needs and resources. The stateÕs version of the COH will be operationally effective on January 1, 2023.

continued on next page
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvc-CsrjgpEtznjsTPvgKHlbEnNz0Wf_GF
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 Special Recertificaltion, Class of 2022 

Patricia Poore, Patrick Scoggins 

Recertifications 

Richard Adams, Cathy Downs, Laura Grant, Jim Jones, Lorri Kendrick, Anna Orsak, 
Nellwyn Sadler, Lynn Scoggins, Amy Slater, Bob Wiedenfeld 

Milestones 

Juan Leal, Anna Orsak - 250 hours, Bronze Dragonfly 

Dora McDaniels - 1000 hours, Gold Dragonfly

This Month We Honor

From Nancy Scoggins 

Social time before the monthy meeting is happening! Come at 6pm, have a little snack, and catch up with other 
members.  I need a few more volunteers to bring snacks.  If youÕd like to bring something sweet or savory please email 
me at nscogg@gmail.com. Let me know what you would like to bring and your contact info. IÕll send you a reminder 
before the meeting. 

See you on October 24!

While the Board is still reviewing and revising the COH where we can, the notice to members of the changes 
and voting will be delayed.  The reason for the delay in this task is that the Board membership fluctuated this 
year, on top of working on typical activities, which contributed to putting us behind the power curve. Once 
revisions are completed and approved by the board, written notice of the document will be sent out to the 
membership and voting by the membership will take place at the next available chapter meeting. 

An important message.  It is a bit awkward to solicit membership to consider serving as an officer or director 
on the Board after writing the preceding paragraph.  However, delays or inability to complete some tasks, 
some seemingly simple, is inevitable without the necessary resources. This has been our reality this year 
and the COH delay represents the important impact of fewer number of Board members being spread out 
thin and not having members volunteer to serve on the Board or supporting committees.  The 2022 Board 
has happily served despite personnel losses and challenges throughout the year. The Board members who 
had to transition off the board early from their position, did so with much inner turmoil. Unforeseen 
circumstances happen and people need to do what is best for their situation at the time. 

Eventually, most of the vacancies were filled and we continued to forge ahead. Serving on the Board IS a 
rewarding opportunity and a wonderful way to get to know members of this and other chapters and learn a 
lot about our incredible organization.  As I have said from day one as president of the chapter, Òmany hands 
make work light.Ó  Please, consider making this adage come true and serving on the Board.  If you are 
interested in one of the Officer positions, or know of someone who might be interested, let me 
(president@hillcountrytmn.org)or Vern Crawford (verncrawford@gmail.com) know.

mailto:President@hillcountrymn.org
mailto:President@hillcountrymn.org
mailto:nscogg@gmail.com
mailto:president@hillcountrytmn.org
mailto:verncrawford@gmail.com
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     Congratulations to members who received awards    
     at the September monthly meeting:

UGRA General Manager Tara Bushnoe and UGRA Board of Directors President Diane McMahon brought an 
award from UGRA to the chapter for our work on the EduScape (the educational landscape surrounding the 
UGRA building in which we meet). Vice President Frank Garcia announced the award. 
.

 Deborah Windham, David Davies, Robin Hale, Mark Hults
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From Carla Stang, President

Greetings Fellow Texas Master Naturalists,

 If you like!working with children and sharing your knowledge of the nature world, Riverside Nature Center in "
  Kerrville has a volunteer opportunity tailored made for you.
!
 On October 18, 19, 20 and 21,!Riverside Nature Center will be conducting environmental Þeld days for all the "
  KISD second!graders from 8:30 Ð 11:45.!
!
 The students will rotate through four learning stations and will experience hands-on activities at each 40 "
 minute station:

! The River of Life (mainly aquatic life),
! Adaptations (feet and beaks),
! Decomposers (soil organisms & earth worms) and
! Life Cycles (focus on butterßy lifecycles).

!
  We have station leaders who have prepared the lesson plan and activities.!!What we need are willing and "
 passionate assistants.! You do not have to be an ÒexpertÓ on any of the subjects, but must be willing to get "
 engaged and have fun.
!

YOU MAY!VOLUNTEER FOR ONE DAY OR ALL FOUR                                       
AND YOU MAY REPORT YOUR HOURS BY USING THE CODE: KR-02-A-PO!!

!
           Contact Becky Etzler, Executive Director, Riverside Nature Center,!for more information and to sign up:       

director@riversidenaturecenter.org!or 830-257-4837. 
Thanks!

Chapter members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend and contribute to 

Board of Directors meetings  The board meets at the 
Riverside Nature Center at 2:30 on the Monday of the 
chapter’s monthly meeting  

mailto:director@riversidenaturecenter.org
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Volunteer at Lost Maples! 

 
!"#$%&'#()*$+,$-+*.$/012#*  

are seeking volunteers to help out in the park this fall.  Come share your knowledge at the Visitor 
Informa=on Table, talking to park visitors about Lost Maples’ facili=es and trails, plants and 

animals, geology and human history.  We need volunteers mostly on weekends from  
mid-October thru November. 

       
If youÕre interested, contact Greg Walton at  Gregwalton12345@gmail.com   

OR contact the park directly at 830-966-3413

  

                                                        Buy Native, Save Water! 

       
                     Get your gardens ready for fall ! 

      When: Oct. 22, 2022 
                     Where: Boerne Herff Farm      

                     (during  the farmers market) 
                    Time: 9 am to 1 pm        

mailto:Gregwalton12345@gmail.com
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From Becky Leal 

Author Talk and Book Signing 

The NPSOT Kerrville Chapter, in partnership with the Butt-Holdsworth Memorial Library 
and Riverside Nature Center, will present a special public presentation by Sara 
Dykman about her book "Bicycling With ButterfliesÓ on October 22. She will tell us 
about her amazing 10,201 mile bike trip from Mexico to Canada and back with the 
Monarch butterflies.   

RSVP on Kerrville Calendar of Events or call the library at 830-257-8422.

From Carla Stang, President 

What an interesting year this has been as we have dealt with drought, heat, and water 
restrictions.  As Master Naturalists we learn about how to be good stewards of our environment, 
in optimal and non-optimal conditions, and one of our missions is to educate/inform the public 
about our natural resources.  In light of the current conditions, the leaders on the plant sale 
committee (representing Riverside Nature Center, Hill Country chapter of Texas Master 
Naturalists, and Kerrville chapter of Native Plant Society) hit a home run in meeting that shared 
mission.  The committee made a difficult and prudent decision to forgo the plant sale and hold a 
public educational event on Oct 8 called ÒEvery Drop Counts.Ó I applaud everyone who was 
involved with this event. 
The sponsors of the event, presentations, and vendors provided useful and practical 
information on how to be good stewards of our water resources and how to help our plant and 
animal life during these times. Kudos to all those involved in planning and volunteering at the 
event. It was well received by the adults and kids who attended.  Watch this short You Tube 
video of the event, put together by Catherine Gauldin: Every Drop Counts.

mailto:no_reply@apple.com
https://youtu.be/_YT3UGAmQd4
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Texas Master Naturalist Hill Country Chapter 

2002—2022 Years 

!

Presentation of 
Volunteer       
Service Ë    
Milestone 
Awards!

Silent   
Auction��!

Guest Speaker�  
Michelle Haggerty� 
TMN State Program 

Coordinator!

Food�      
Fellowship� 

Ë Fun!

!"#$%&'$%("&$)))!"#$%&'$%("&$)))!"#$%&'$%("&$)))!"#$%&'$%("&$)))!"#$%&'$%("&$)))!"#$ %

Stay tuned for more details  

Nature        
Ë Birding 

Walks!

From Alice King, Hill Country Chapter Secretary (secretary@hillcountrymn.org)

Hi Everyone!! I am organizing a silent auction for our!Annual Volunteer Recognition  
            & Chapter 20th Anniversary!party on December 17 at Camp Capers.

Donations donÕt!need to be big $$$.   Consider items with opening bids of $5 - $50.

Example donations:!  hand-made items, baked goods, jewelry (hand-made or used), gently used items of 
interest to Master Naturalists like nature-themed books, scarves, etc.! !Please let me know if you have any 
questions, and if you plan to contriute an item so that I can have a bid sheeet ready.

Thank you, and I look forard to seeing you at Camp Capers!

mailto:secretary@hillcountrymn.org
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The Kerrville monthly chapter meeting will be at 1:30 
on October 11 at Riverside Nature Center.  
The Kerrville Mayor, Judy Eychner, will be present to 
read a proclamation for Texas Native Plant Week 
followed by our business meeting.  At 2 pm, we  will 
host a screening of the film Hometown Habitat, 
Stories of Bringing Nature Home .  The film is 90 
minutes long.  Snacks will be provided!  Suggested 
donation is $5.

The Boerne monthly chapter meeting will be at the 
Cibolo Nature Center at 6:30 on November 1.  The 
speaker will be Dr. Kelly Lyons, Professsor in the 
Trinity University Biology Department. She will adress 
ÒNatives, Invasives, and Climate Change: What is the 
Role of Humans?Ó

The Fredericksburg monthly chapter meeting will be at 
6:30 on October 25 at the Gilbriar Gazebo.  The 
speaker will be Michael Eason, Associate Director of 
Conservation and Collection at the San Antonio 
Botanical Garden.  His topic will be ÒRare Plants and 
Conservation Efforts.Ó'

https://themeadowproject.com/
https://themeadowproject.com/
https://themeadowproject.com/
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From Mary Pearl Meuth and Michelle Haggerty, Texas Master Naturalist Program 

You are invited to the! !23rd! !Texas Master Naturalist Program Annual Meeting - an event to gather, 
learn and celebrate another year of the Texas Master Naturalist Program. This meeting will be the 
weekend of!Thursday, October 20 !!through Sunday, October 23, 2022 !with plenty of activities for all 
to enjoy! Join us for a long weekend of greenspace adventures in the natural hideaways of our largest 
urban area in Texas.

This yearÕs Annual Meeting will be hosted in the heart of one of the most ecologically diverse urban 
centers in the nation. Houston is nestled in the Gulf Coast Prairies and Marshes ecoregion of Texas, 
inviting a wide variety of wildlife and vegetation. With a temperate climate and abundant rainfall, well-
known species include the Houston toad and the whooping crane. The conference will be held at the 
Omni Houston, which sits on the shores of Buffalo Bayou.   It creates 160 acres of greenspace in the 
heart of downtown Houston, re-introducing the natural world to those who call the city their home. 

Registration is now open! Registration will limited to 500 total registrants each day; thus registration 
will be on a Þrst-come, Þrst-serve basis. Registrants will be able to attend! Þeld sessions (no 
transportation provided, caravan or carpool-at-will this year) exploring some key nearby natural areas 
where TMNs work, and all technical sessions will be on site. 

Full conference registration will! include all meals: Thursday evening dinner through Sunday 
breakfast with ample breaks and snacks throughout.  
Registrants will also receive a registration swag bag. All registrations include full access to the!Virtual 
Attendee Hub !conference website and app and to Annual Meeting contests, app games, and session 
chat. Lodging is a separate cost and not included in the registration prices.

!Virtual Registration
The Texas Master Naturalist Program OfÞce is currently monitoring the current COVID-19 potential 
impacts on this yearÕs meeting. With lessons learned from the 2020 and 2021 Annual Meeting, we are 
putting potential plans into place for some form of a hybrid/virtual experience for guests who may not 
feel comfortable traveling to an in-person event. This may include virtual streaming of select technical 
sessions or streaming of just the keynote sessions and awards ceremony.
To register, go to  

https://web.cvent.com/event/a1c4ae0d-6420-4ce7-88f9-ba5fba4b6211/regProcessStep1. 

 
Put it on your calendar now as we prepare for our 23rd Texas Master Naturalist Program Annual 
Meeting, an event to gather, learn and celebrate another year of the Texas Master Naturalist Program. 
WeÕre preparing this yearÕs meeting as an in-person event at the Omni Houston this fall Thursday, 
October 20th to Sunday October 23rd.  
 
This yearÕs Annual Meeting will be hosted in the heart of one of the most ecologically diverse urban 
centers in the nation. Houston is nestled in the Gulf Coast Prairies and Marshes ecoregion of Texas, 
inviting a wide variety of wildlife and vegetation. With a temperate climate and abundant rainfall, more 
well-known species include the Houston toad and the whooping crane. The conference, held at the Omni 
Houston, sits on the shores of Buffalo Bayou, creating 160 acres of greenspace in the heart of downtown 
Houston, and re-introducing the natural world to those who call the city their home. 
 

Call for Proposals! 1!

Advanced Training Sessions Requirements 2!

Presentation Options 2!

Conference Center Presentations: 2!

Field Sessions 2!

Proposal Themes 3!

Information Required in the Proposal System: 3!

Proposal Evaluation and Notice of Decision 3!

About the Texas Master Naturalist Program 3!

 

As a workshop presenter at the Annual Meeting, you will  have the opportunity to inform and train TMN 
members from across the state on various natural resource topics providing more in-depth information 
than their initial core training and curriculum.  You are also encouraged to make this an opportunity to 
enlist and train our program volunteers to assist you, your program, and your work as part of their 
annual volunteer service commitment.    
 

https://www.cvent.
https://www.cvent.
https://web.cvent.com/event/a1c4ae0d-6420-4ce7-88f9-ba5fba4b6211/regProcessStep1
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From Lucy Griffith

The View from Rusty Bend

The Year the Flowers Hid 

Crunchy underfoot this spring, 
an off-beige, dead winter grass 
studded with unwelcome thistle. 
Air that tastes of  dust, ancient smoke. 
In drought not even cactus 
hazards a bloom. 

Most years this space 
holds a sunset of  color, 
sweetness on the breeze 
hums of  bees, blossoms reaching 
skyward, a ballet of  
butterflies. 
But drought means brown, then grey 
as despair, and as persistent. 
Until a surprise system 
layers inch upon inch 
of  rain and green returns 
it seems, overnight. 

Kidneywood blossoms marry groundfog 
to perfume the air with gratitude!  
and all the many quiet flowers 
come out of  hiding. 
First rain lily, shy with her upturned goblet, 
then two-leaf  senna hedges the horizon 
with gold, and zexmenia flashes buttery stars. 
Scattered like petals at a wedding, oh yes, 
wild petunias come home at last. 

continued on next page

Rust is my favorite color
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Poem, images and essay by Lucy GrifÞth  Copyright 2022

Lucy GrifÞth, PhD co-manages the Rusty Bend Ranch with her husband, Andy Robinson. She also writes 
poetry; her muse, a tractor named Mabel. The story of the Burro Lady of West Texas, told in poems, We Make 
a Tiny Herd, has been awarded the 2020 Willa Literary Award for Poetry as well as the Wrangler Award by the 
Cowboy Hall of Fame. A joint project of bird poems and images, with wildlife photographer Kenneth Butler, 
Wingbeat Atlas, can be preordered from www.ßowersongpress.com 

Comments welcome at lucy@lucygrifÞthwriter.com.

September at Rusty Bend and mornings are cool enough to resume stewardship tasks.  I always 
think of my father and the lessons we gleaned from his Òprojects.Ó  Rusty Bend was a caliche 
desert from overgrazing when he bought this place.  No wildflowers would return for a decade.   

Perhaps a drive around the property might give you a feel for what was needed.  LetÕs go north up 
on a flat area with reddish dirt, called Tarpley clay.  There are blackjack and post oaks up here 
thriving because my father had the regrowth cedar cut and stacked along the contour lines.  
Stalled the erosion from runoff like a charm. Tarpley clay could stay put and help the oaks to 
survive. 

Now we come to a low spot, two drainages that convene.  Here he put a berm to hold the water 
from a little spring and prevent runoff into the river.  A steady source of water for stock and wildlife, 
except in the driest years.  Escarpment cherries hide in both little canyons and put on a show each 
fall.  

With a well-thumbed copy of Aldo LeopoldÕs Sand County Almanac as inspiration, he looked for 
more ways to slow the flow.  At the upper reaches of the property, he found a steady seep almost 
at the top of the hill. Again, he had a little tank scraped into the side of that hill.  Surprisingly 
reliable, this one has never dried up and the perch there thrived.  Fishing so dependable that we 
call it the ÒSelf-esteem Tank.Ó  Young anglers build their confidence with every cast. 

Swinging back south, we come to a project my father and I worked on together. I dismantled and 
labeled the cypress logs from an old corn crib. A neighbor boy hauled them over to the cliff. My 
father and I built a log cabin and porch with no power tools that still has the best view on the whole 
place. No water, no electricity, but a limestone fireplace, lots of quiet and seeing far. One notable 
Christmas Eve, after dinner in front of the fire, Andy proposed. My father was gone by then, but I 
know he smiled.

Zexmenia with golden stars

http://www.flowersongpress.com
http://www.flowersongpress.com
mailto:lucy@lucygriffithwriter.com
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Texas Master Naturalist mission: 
To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated 

to the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within their communities.

                          is a monthly publication of  the 
Hill Country Chapter of  the Texas Master 
Naturalist Program.  News, essays, comments, 
and ideas are welcome. 

Please email them to: 
Lenore Langsdorf, Editor 

LenoreLangsdorf@gmail.com

The Texas Star

T h e H i l l C o u n t r y C h a p t e r d o e s n o t 
recommend or endorse organizations or 
commerc ia l sources ment ioned in our 
newsletter.  The opinions expressed are 
those of  the authors and editor.

Questions about our chapter? 
Email Dot Maginot 

Membership Director 

membership@hillcountrytmn.org

LEARN 
MORE ON 

OUR  WEBSITE 

TXMN.ORG/HILLCOUNTRY 

Keeping the  
Hill Country  

Native 

Board of  Directors 2022 
Carla Stang -- President 

Frank Garcia -- Vice President 

Alice King -- Secretary 

Ron Scoggins -- Treasurer 

Diane Gierisch -- Advanced Training Director 

David Matthews-- Class Training Director 

Jane Jamison -- New Class Representative 

Mark Hults-- Communications Director 

! vacant -- IT Director 

Dot Maginot -- Membership Director 

Tom Burke -- Volunteer Service Projects Director 

            vacant -- Past President 

Vern Crawford -- State Representative

Chapter meetings are held on the fourth Monday 
of  the month (except in December).  Members 
and the public are welcome to attend in person 
or virtually.  There is no cost to attend. 

In-person: We meet in the auditorium at the Upper 
Guadalupe River Authority (UGRA) Building at 125 
Lehmann Drive in Kerrville.  Doors open at 6PM for 
socializing. Business Meeting begins at 6:30PM. Advanced 
Training session is 7-8PM.  

Virtual: Links are available at txmn.org/hillcountry.  

http://txmn.org/hillcountry/
mailto:LenoreLangsdorf@gmail.com
mailto:membership@hillcountrytmn.org

