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March Chapter Meeting

The March Texas Master Naturalist, Hill Country Chapter meeting will be held on
Monday, March 24th. Doors will open at 6:00 pm for light refreshments. The
business meeting will begin at 6:30 and the presentation at 7:00.

Our speakers will be Peter Joseph Hernandez and Suanne Pyle, who will speak about
The City Nature Challenge and iNaturalist. For more information, please see Phil
Youngblood’s article on page 3.

Zoom attendance: Prior registration is required for attending the meeting/Advanced
Training session via Zoom. To register for virtual attendance, click HERE. You will
receive a confirmation email with information about joining the meeting. You can
then log into Zoom starting at 6:00 pm on March 24th.

If you are attending in person, the location is at Guadalupe Basin Natural Resource
Center (GBNRC). 125 Lehman Dr. Kerrville. There is no need to pre-register.

Chapter Meeting Info 1
President’s Message 1-2
Advanced Training

Phishing Alert 3
February Awards 4
Social Time at February Meeting..... 5
Project Spotlight 6
The New Sisterdale Sanctuary.......... 1
Want to Become a TMN?................... 71

What is Our Name? 12
NPSOT-Kerrville Book Club 12
Volunteer Spring Plant Sale............. 13
Martha Miesch Obituary 13
Working with Nature 14
Native Plant Sale History.................. 15

About Us 20

President’s Message ... Sheryl Pender

Our Mexican Plum has small white blossoms right now. It bloomed its first
year. And had not produced another flower until this past week!

That tree ... my first native tree!l In 2019 our training class was awarded
free Apache Corporation trees. | planted the Mexican Plum tree as
instructed in November. My expectations soared. Savaged by the ice of
Storm Uri, most of its branches lost, | trimmed the dead ones a year later,
and waited....

Eventually, new branches reached a new height of eight feet. It still
produced no blossoms and little foliage. Its happy neighbors, American
beauty berry shrubs, seemed to to be doing just fine, year after year.

That tree ... it wanted to thrive. It sought the elements to do so in that
garden bed, and finally it adapted. Finally it bloomed again. | think it
showed me nature's wisdom, its adaptability and its resilience.

As Texas Master Naturalists we observe the ways the natural world survives
and thrives around us. We become its champions. We are patient as we
understand that nature has its own clockwork. We do outreach, we give
service, and we work with projects in our communities. We teach, instruct,
and dialogue with others, sharing our knowledge and insights.

See President page 2

The Texas Star is a monthly publication of the Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program.



https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/8jyS469XRRCO5qjGGscIyA?_x_zm_rtaid=VBouU-_2Qd--PvcyhkiE9A.1736990790427.6ddc46dd0730b5d4e89940423859629a&_x_zm_rhtaid=803#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/8jyS469XRRCO5qjGGscIyA?_x_zm_rtaid=VBouU-_2Qd--PvcyhkiE9A.1736990790427.6ddc46dd0730b5d4e89940423859629a&_x_zm_rhtaid=803#/registration

President
Continued from page 1

That is our organization, the Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program. We are much like that
tree. We are a place where people, ideas and initiatives thrive, evolve, and show progress. We work together
and we are resilient.

Our Board of Directors has ideas and initiatives. We urge you to join us as we adapt and grow. Find your place
in our priority strategies this year. Or ground yourself in one of the many teams or committees of our
organization that stand the tedst of time. (The five strategic priorities for 2025 are posted in this newsletter.)

The Hospitality Team is in full swing again....Plan to arrive at 6:00pm so you do not miss out! We look forward to
getting to know everyone at these fun socials.

6:00pm March Social (1/2) hour will Celebrate Women's History Month with a look at pioneer trail blazers in our
country and our Texas Master Naturalist chapter. Women transformed the way we eat and cook, from appliances
they invented to our favorite foods. Join us to taste some of those favorites.

Club sandwich 1900’s women chefs
Wrap sandwiches Sandra Lee (1990's)
Egg Salad sandwich Helen Corbitt (1940's)
Macaroni salad Mildred Ogg (1900's)

Chocolate chip cookies  Ruth Wakefield (1938)

Meet members who want you to “Ask Me About..”

Kara Grant How to Grow Microgreens

Katy Kappel Bird City Kerrville

Dot Maginot How | Became a Master Volunteer Entomologist
Jeff Schwarz Boerne Campus Natural Area and Cibolo Center

for Conservation
Learn from Project Spotlight at South Llano State Park.

6:30pm Chapter Membership Meeting
Our time to recognize each other, spotlight a volunteer service, answer your questions and highlight what's next.

7:00pm Interactive Advanced Training program gearing up to WIN the 2025 San Antonio area iNaturalist City
Nature Challenge... **Bring your cell phone with your iNaturalist app ready to go!

Spring has sprung and activities abound in the Hill Country Chapter.

If you are outside volunteering, take a photo of people loving nature and submit to our newly appointed website
support, Deb Youngblood via webmaster@hillcountrytmn.org.

For your interested friends: the New Class Training application will be live on our website beginning March 31.
The class will fill up quickly. 25 applicants will be accepted on first come first served basis and five applicants
will be placed on a waiting list. Check out the process HERE.

See you outside!
Sheryl Pender
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CITY NATURE CHALLENGE & iNATURALIST

Speakers: Peter Joseph Hernandez & Suanne Pyle

BY PHIL YOUNGBLOOD—YVICE PRESIDENT, HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER

Description: The City Nature Challenge is an international collaboration to encourage people to get out
into nature and share what they observe. Over 80 thousand people last year submitted 2.4 million photos
of 65 thousand species worldwide. This year's four-day 'bioblitz' is scheduled for April 25-28, 2025. Our
speakers at this month's meeting of the Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program will
share how easy it is to participate in this important event and how to use the iNaturalist app to take photos
of what you see, identify them, and share them with others.

Speakers: Peter Joseph Hernandez has been a City Nature Challenge Coordinator since 2020 and is a
member of the Alamo Area chapter of Texas Master Naturalists, Native Plant Society of Texas-San Antonio
Chapter, and Guadalupe County Master Gardeners. Since retiring as a Senior Director in the
telecommunications industry in 2015, he has devoted himself to advocating for biodiversity through citizen
science and iNaturalist. Suanne Pyle is a Texas Master Naturalist South Texas Chapter Class of 2020
graduate, a curator for the Birds of Texas Nature Trackers program, and has participated in the City
Nature Challenge since 2019. A retired secondary school teacher, she loves to exercise her teaching talents
in nature education.

_GAUTION _ CAUTION_ CAUTION GAUTIGN _ CAUTION _ GAUTION CAUTION _CAUTION _ CAUTION_
Has this happened to you? If you feel an email you have received is not one that you should have
received from a fellow Texas Master Naturalist or a Board Member, then it might be phishing. Take a
close look and don’t respond if you have any doubts.

If the email request seems weird or out of place for that person: Don’t take any action. ltis likely a
phishing scheme.

How can you tell if the email is real/authentic?

1) If the email is asking you to perform an action, such as sending a gift card or a money order, it is
probably a phishing attempt.

2) The wording in the email sent by the phisher is usually “off”, grammatically incorrect, doesn’t sound
like something the “real” person would ask of someone and is often intrusive.

3) The sender’s email address is not an identifiable email address, and it often has a nonsensical
address.

The bottom line is that there is no “fix” to stop this from happening....you need to pay attention.
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CERTIFICATIONS:

SPECIAL CERTIFICATIONS:
Dean DeKerlegand, Steve Griffith, Maria Lozano, Cody Schoenfeld

FEBRUARY RECERTIFICATIONS:

Diane DeKerlegand, Kristie Denbow, Lisa Flanagan, Steve Griffith,
Patti Guin, Nancy Huffman, Mark Hults, Karen Hurst, Maria Lozano,
Dot Maginot, Karla Marchell, Patricia Poore, Suanne Pyle, Aimee Tennant,
Clark Terrell, Debbie Thompson, Randee Thompson, Gracie Waggener

MILESTONES

250 HOURS:  Patricia Higgins
500 HOURS:  Tom Burke

Congratulations to members who received awards at the February chapter meeting:

i

Initial Certification December December January
(Class of 2024): Recertification: Recertification: Recertification:
Flora McClung Kirk Marchell David Touchon Bob Binney

(taken at his workplace)
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Thank you again, Flora McClung and the hospitality team for the

wonderful pies!
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PROJECT SPOTLIGHT

South Llano River
State Park

F'-}" -- »
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South Llano River is a 2,600-acre park with about two miles of river
frontage.We have four bird blinds on property and a Golden-cheeked
Warbler nest and Black-capped Vireo nest at the park. There are some
other numerous various species in the park. We have about 24 miles of
hike and bike trails.

Volunteer Opportunities:

March, April, and May:

I. Birding Volunteers to guide walks and to sit and chat with guests in the bird blinds.

2. Need to be willing to become very familiar with park birds.

3. Assist with School Groups by forming a cohesive school program. Lead programs
and hikes with students of multiple age groups.

Summer:
If we are unable to recruit campground hosts, we will need volunteers for the bird blinds.
Trash pickup and river monitoring.
Develop new and exciting programs.

Fall:

Trail Maintenance to include weed-eating, trimming, trash pickup, and trail repair.
Develop new and exciting programs.

Volunteers with Dark Skies skills and knowledge to lead astronomy nights.

All new volunteers need to meet with Park Interpreter Lorissa and get an
orientation before starting.

Please contact Park Interpreter Lorissa Digiacomo at (325) 446-3994 or email at
Lorissa.Digiacomo@tpwd.texas.gov
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THE NEW SISTERDALE SANCTUARY

Cibolo Center for Conservation

BY JEFF SCHWARZ, PAST PRESIDENT, HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER

A large group of 60 people (20 Hill Country Master Naturalists) enjoyed a sneak peak at the Cibolo Center
for Conservation’s most recently obtained property. The Sisterdale Sanctuary is a 32-acre gift to Cibolo
that will be managed by Cibolo and volunteers like HCTMNs. It features a live oak savannah, limestone
bluffs, the cypress-lined East Sister Creek and several prairies. Birding, protecting the land from a large
deer population and repairing the land to a more natural state will be the primary goals for the property.
If interested in becoming a volunteer here, send an email to carolyn@cibolo.org

Want fo Become a

TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST?

BY RANDEE THOMPSON, MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER

The Texas Master Naturalist, Hill Country Chapter is gearing up for the Fall 2025 Training Class and has hit the
ground running with 25 motivated members; the majority being from 2023 and 2024 classes. Several “veteran”
Master Naturalists have joined the team to keep all of that enthusiasm on track. With Carra Milikien as New Class
Director, it’s shaping up to be a banner course.

The class will be held from mid-August to mid-November with the basic format being Wednesday evening hybrid
classes (in-person or Zoom) and Saturday field trips. After receiving positive reviews, many of the speakers who
we have used previously, have been asked to return to share their expertise.

An online application will be available on our website, and is scheduled to go live on March 3Ist. To apply,
please visit our website HERE.
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& THEWONDERS
With Saturday Guided Hikes

BY PATTI GUIN, TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST, HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER

The Friends of Fredericksburg Nature Center (FFNC) has launched
an exciting new initiative titled “Saturday in the Park,” featuring a
series of guided nature hikes at Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park.
This program aims to bring the community together to explore the
natural beauty of the park while learning about its unique flora and
fauna. The first hike of this series commenced on March |, led by
Lonnie Childs, Texas Master Naturalist and President of FFNC. His
expertise across a wide range of topics, including flora and fauna,
ecosystem dynamics and conservation practices, along with his
passion for nature made the event both educational and engaging
for all participants.

i 2

The series continues with three more guided hikes scheduled from 9 to 10:30 a.m. on the following dates:

Saturday, April 5: Participants can look forward to observing the springtime bloom and the
» return of migratory birds. Leading this hike will be the Texas Master Naturalist husband and wife
team of Phil and Rebecca Stapleton.
Saturday, April 26: Coinciding with the annual City
Nature Challenge, a global event encouraging people
to document urban biodiversity, this hike promises a
unique opportunity to contribute to citizen science
p efforts while enjoying a guided tour of the park.
Leading this hike will be Texas Master Naturalist and
President of FFNC Lonnie Childs and TMN Land
Management Assistance Coordinator Billy Guin.

Saturday, June 7: Phil and Rebecca Stapleton will
return to lead the last hike in the series. As summer

b approaches, hikers will have the chance to see
seasonal changes in the park’s landscape and wildlife
activities.

See Hikes page 10
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Hikes

Continued from page 9

The guided hike covers approximately one mile and is classified as easy to moderate with a few short
sections of challenging terrain. Participants will traverse all seven microhabitats within the nature center,
gaining insights into each habitat’s unique characteristics. Among the highlights of the hike will be visits to
a Butterfly Habitat, Bird Blind, and a Pollinator Garden, each constructed to replicate natural
environments to attract birds and pollinators.

Attendees are advised to meet at the entrance kiosk near the
trailhead adjacent to the parking lot directly across from the park
office. Look for the distinctive green and white sign signifying
“Fredericksburg Nature Center.” Attendees are also advised to
wear comfortable clothing and hiking shoes, bring water, a hiking
stick (if needed), and a hat. Binoculars and cameras are also
recommended for those interested in birdwatching or
photography.

The “Saturday in the Park” guided nature hikes series is more
than just a walk in the park; it is an invitation to rediscover the
natural world, to engage with fellow nature enthusiasts, and to
contribute to the conservation efforts in our community. The Friends of Fredericksburg Nature Center
has created a platform for education, inspiration, and connection through these guided hikes. Don’t miss
the opportunity to be a part of this remarkable initiative and to experience the natural wonders of
Fredericksburg Nature Center. Please reserve your spot on one or all of the guided nature hikes by
emailing your RSVP to info@fredericksburgnaturecenter.com.

CIVE
2075 | STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

e Volunteer projects will be effective and supported, promoted and sustained.

e Membership gatherings in geographic areas will be hosted for social fun and dialogue. Bandera
County members gather March 22 and West Kerr County members gather on March 23!

e Less active members will be contacted to learn more about what might encourage their
participation.

e Our public image will be established as an environmental marker in all our counties, raising
awareness of our volunteer services and projects.

e A new pollinator garden will take root in an underserved community or county.
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APRIL 25-28, 2025

Be a part of a global challenge to see which city can document the
most wildlife species. All local observations made April 25-28, 2025
will automatically help San Antonio Metro Area succeed in winning the

: I
City Nature Challenge!! Learn More

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

To joinin, just create an account on the iNaturalist app
(available on 10S and Android).

FIND WILDLIFE TAKE A PHOTO OF WHAT YOU SEE SHARE ON THE APP
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HELLO

WHAT IS OUR NAME?
T —

BY SHERYL PENDER, PRESIDENT, HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER

According to the Texas Master Naturalist Brand Guide, identity is about being known.

So that people know and recognize our organization, the program we are certified by and the
chapter we affiliate with, we must all use the correct name in correspondence, public speaking,
introducing volunteers, and social communication as well as in informational publications, press
releases, and service project site signage.

By using correct language to name our chapter and the program when we write or speak we support
a strong and consistent message about who we are.

For public address in writing or oral presentation, we identify as

* Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist program

» Texas Master Naturalist, Hill Country Chapter.

Here is the link to the Brand Guide on the Texas Master Naturalist State website:

https://txmn.tamu.edu/?s=BRAND

For writing checks to the chapter, please make checks payable to our legal name Hill Country
Master Naturalist. This is the name on our 501(c)(3) IRS documentation and our local bank account.

Book Club—Kerrville Chapter

March 19:  The Well-Gardened Mind by Sue Stuart-Smith
April 16: The Power of Trees by Peter Wohlleben

May 21: Requiem for a Lawnmower by Sally and Andy Wasowski
June 18: The Heat will Kill You First by Jeff Goodell
July 16: We are the Ark by Mary Reynolds

The club meets from 12:00-1:00
Butt-Holdsworth Memorial Library
505 Water Street, Kerrville

No preregistration required. Attendance is free.
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Volunteer at the
SPRING NATIVE PLANT SALE

0
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BY ALICE KING, TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST, HILL COUNTRY CHAPTER

The Plant Sale Committee is excited to announce that the Spring Plant Sale will be held on Saturday April 19th
from 9:00am—noon at the Riverside Nature Center. If you are interested in volunteering, keep an eye out for
an email from Carla Stang. General customer support volunteers are key throughout the whole plant sale
experience! We routinely get high praise for our friendly, knowledgeable, and helpful volunteers. Carla will
communicate in a few weeks with more information about the various roles that need
to be filled. Please start saving your boxes as we need lots of them to transport
purchases to people’s cars. We ask that you keep the boxes at home until the Friday
before the plant sale as Riverside does not have a place to store them. The Committee
welcomes donations of native Texas plants and has made soil available at the Plant
Haus (no charge!) for starting seeds or transplanting extras from your property into
pots. We can also make pots available if needed. Please contact Alice King
at alice_king@att.net if you would like to pick up some of this soil. We look forward to
seeing everyone at this wonderful public outreach and sale event!

4 ' f-‘
M- o'
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07 nM emety @f e
Martha Miesch ﬂ \

Martha Miesch was born December 22,1940 and passed away on March 13, 2025.

. &

She became a Texas Master Naturalist in the Hill Country Chapter, earning her initial
certification in 2007.

Martha found her second home volunteering at the Riverside Nature Center, working with
children and plants.

To read the complete obituary, please visit https://grimesfuneralchapels.com/
memorialpage.asp?id=26687
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FREDERICKSBURG
NATURE CENTER

The Fredericksburg Nature Center work crew meets
every Tuesday morning, clearing trails, working on the
butterfly garden and the bird blind and making sure that
the pollinator garden is in healthy shape for the insects
and birds.

If interested in volunteering at the Fredericksburg Nature
Center, send an email to Gracie Waggener at
weggener@flow-apps.com

RIVERSIDE

NATURE CENTER

In Kerrville, a dedicated team of Texas Master
Naturalists stays busy every Thursday morning, cleaning,
weeding and clearing the grounds at Riverside Nature
Center. Although smallin size, they are a mighty group.

If you are interested in volunteering at the Riverside
Nature Center, please email Becky Etzler at
director@riversidenaturecenter.or

The Texas Star
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§ he History of the

NATIVE PLANT SALE

BY LINDA FIORE, PLANT SALE CHAIRPERSON AND TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

The Native Plant Sale Fundraiser originated at Riverside Nature Center (RNC) by Jim and Priscilla Stanley
23 years ago. They held a Spring Sale for RNC and the Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT) and the Fall
Sale for RNC and Texas Master Naturalists (TMN). Sharon Hixson took over for Priscilla in the Fall of
2015. In 2020 it blossomed into a combined sale with RNC, TMN and NPSOT all working together for the
Spring and Fall Sales.

The Native Plant Sale serves two primary purposes: To educate the public on the value of using Native
Plants in their landscape and to provide a place to purchase them, as well as serving as a great fundraiser for
the three organizations. The plant sale provides mostly native and a few of the popular cultivars that grow
well here in the Hill Country and has always strived to provide some of the hard-to-find native plants that
people are looking for. It also serves as a great fundraiser for the groups. For the 2024 Spring Plant Sale, The
Hill Country Chapter of Texas Master Naturalist program netted $1,540.72 and for the Fall Plant Sale they
received $1,427.58 making a total of $2,968.30 for the year!

Sharon Hixson kept meticulous records and worked hard with streamlining the process year after year to
make it more user friendly and so they didn’t have to reinvent the wheel every year. She set up instructions
and timelines to assist in lining out the various roles for all the volunteers. Sharon noted that from Fall 2015
through 2024 the total number of plants gathered was 19,077! That’s a lot of plants!!

Sharon retired from her role this past year and passed the reins to Linda Fiore and a group of dedicated
members to keep the stewardship of the Native Plant Sale alive and to continue to flourish for the benefit of
our beautiful Hill Country. The other committee members are Becky Etzler, Alice King, Susan McKinley,
Carla Stang, Paula Harley, Patti Guin, and Maya Christeson. Mary Thomas and Becky Leal have been long-
term members and continue to volunteer their time working with the plants. Juan Leal and Barb Marquer
also worked for many years with the plant sale.

The Plant Sale is only possible because of the great volunteers that contribute their time to this great
fundraiser. In order for the plant sale to be successful, we require several volunteers just before the sale to
help with the set-up and the plants and then many volunteers for the day of the sale. We always have loads
of fun and count on the great volunteers from the Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist
program! Our Spring Native Plant Sale is scheduled for Saturday, April 19, please contact Carla Stang if
you’d like to volunteer!
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Riverside Nature CeneEi
Native Plant Socicty of T exas-Kerrville Chapter
Texas Master Naturalist-Hill Country Chapter

Invitc you to..

Spring Native Plant Salce
Saturday. April 19th
gam-Noon

or until sold out
At Riverside Nature Centoer

Tax Free ¢
All Purchases

%3 Knowledgeable plant docents to answer questions

<% Personal shoppers to assist in selecting plants and
navigating the sale

<%’ See many of the sale plants in mature form throughout
the garden

Native plants offer several benefits for your landscape and family.
Benefits such as producing a smaller carbon footprint, water
conservation, and are low maintenance. They are also a healthier choice
for your community and family because fertilizers, herbicides and
pesticides are not necessary. Native plants increase biodiversity by
providing a healthy habitat for all living things.

830-257-4.837 or www.RiversideNaturcCenter.org

150 Francisco Lemos Strece
Kerrville, Texas 78028
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Children’s Progyram

SPONSORED BY FRIENDS OF FREDERICKSBURG NATURE CENTER

)
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BY PATTI GUIN, TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

Friends of Fredericksburg Nature Center is delighted to sponsor a
children’s program during the month of April. Scheduled for Saturday,
April 12, 2025, the event will commence at 1:00 p.m. in Pavilion 2 at
Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park. Pavilion 2 is located across from
the Tatsch House. The program promises an array of engaging
activities for young participants. Highlighting the event is a StoryWalk
featuring the Easter-themed book, The Egg Tree. The StoryWalk will
remain available through Easter weekend, providing a delightful
storytelling journey for families and visitors.

Children attending the event will have the opportunity to express their
creativity by coloring and cutting out wearable rabbit ears to take
home. In addition to the crafts, the program includes an interactive
planting session where children will help plant a large Texas Ash.
This tree, generously donated by Matthew Kolodzie, owner of Friendly Natives in Fredericksburg,
will be planted near the Pollinator Garden, the site of many of the summer programs for children
sponsored by FFNC.

In alignment with the tree planting theme, special guest, Lumberjack
LUM BETEE..IAEK'S Billy, will captivate the young audience with a reading of the story The
: BEARD Lumberjack’s Beard by Duncan Beedie. Additionally, each child will

receive seeds to take home and plant, fostering a connection with
nature and encouraging environmental stewardship.

This event, sponsored by Friends of Fredericksburg Nature Center,
promises to be an enriching and enjoyable way to kick off the Easter
season. It combines education, creativity, and community
engagement, making it a wonderful experience for children and their
families.

DUNCAN BEEDIE
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From Lucy Griffith

The View from Rusty Bend

(N — - x

Green Tailed Towhee in best light

Today what is saving me

At the bakery, a quiet attention to the way the sun
catches each almond on my pastry,
like pebbles at the beach.

Twin black-headed lambs,
their white parts so white they’re blue.
Three bluebird pairs that herald lambing time.

Each morning, five oval depressions
in long grass that say “deer slept here.”
The way my coffee cup calms my achy hands.

A new pair of Loggerhead Shrikes
adorn the fence posts by our gates,
their black-white flight softening my heart.

The patience I claimed to learn the ways
of the Green-tailed Towhee,
to capture her in best light.
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February at Rusty Bend is a study in shades of beige. Hard freezes with little rain prove to be color-
extractors, only the cardinals shine as the gifts they are. | decide to reframe all these browns as a
safe quietness and claim the time to close study the landscape.

One day a sudden group of tom turkeys arrives. We haven’t seen them for months. They wander
into the yard, pose on the fence rails, and show they haven’t forgotten the feeder. We feel like we
won the lottery. We see wild turkeys as the canary in the coalmine for habitat health.

| find myself waking early. Before | read the news, | just watch with coffee warming my hands which
always seem sore these days. | don’t want to miss the essence of any morning. Today, a raptor
flew near— snowy head, white tail, wings as long as | am tall, Bald Eagle, eye to eye. My heart
drafts in the wake of those wings.

Another cold morning, during an Arctic snap, male goldfinches ornamented bare branches, round
and folded on themselves like unfurled peonies. Balls of buttery yellow.

Our resident pair of red-tailed hawks has started courting. Their sky dance heralds spring as surely
as the tight blossoms on the Elbow Bush.

We are blessed with dinosaurs in our yard. Roadrunner strides the perimeter, a barcode with
wings, velociraptor writ small. On the hunt, he’s an anthem to speed. His shaggy crest snaps
up, down, blue-black in the sun.

Pounding the ground, nine-banded armadillo grubs for bugs. Her three-banded cousin lives south,
withdraws from threat by curling to a ball, tail tucked in mouth like Ouroboros. This one balances on
its tail, like a stabilizer on a backhoe, casting dirt, ants and pebbles with ardent abandon. Her ears
echo rhino. | watch them until | am changed, a slow-soak in primordial soup.

The rhythm of the seasons becomes my down quilt in tumultuous times. There is true comfort that
no matter what might be happening beyond my control, the earth will turn and the seasons will
shift. | picture the world opening its hand to me.

Poem, images and essay by Lucy Griffith Copyright 2025

Lucy Griffith, PhD co-manages Rusty Bend with her husband, Andy Robinson. She also writes poetry, her muse, a
tractor named Mabel. The story of the Burro Lady of West Texas, told in poems, We Make a Tiny Herd, has been
awarded the 2020 Willa Literary Award for Poetry as well as the Wrangler Award by the Cowboy Hall of Fame.

A new collection celebrating the brush country is available from FlowerSong Press and can be ordered from this
link: https.//www.flowersongpress.com/books/p/the-place-the-spiders-waved-by-lucy-griffith

If you'd like a signed copy of The Place the Spiders Waved, email me at |ucyagriffithwriter@gmail.com
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TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST MISSION:

To develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide
education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial
management of natural resources and natural areas within

Qheir communities. )

BOARD OF DIRECTORS—2025

President.......inncniniinnincnnicnnenn. Sheryl Pender
Chapter meetings are held on the fourth Monday Vice President........ccoceeveeirucnsncnnncnnnneee Phil Youngblood
of the month (except in December). Members SECrELArY curuesrereseessesesssssssssssssssssaneens Diane DeKerlegand
and the public are welcome to attend in person or Tr@ASUNE .eevuerererrerresersassasssssssassansanes Maria Lozano
virtually. There is no cost to attend. Advanced Training Director............... Patricia Poore
We meet in the auditorium at the Guadalupe Basin Class Training Director .......c.coceeeeuenne. Carra Milikien
Natural Resources Center (GBNRC) Building at Communications Director.........e.eeee. VACANT
125 Lehmann Drive in Kerrville. Membership Director.......cccceeeueueennes Aimee Tennant
Doors open at 6:00 pm for socializing. Business Volunteer Service Director................. David Drake
Meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Advanced Training Past Class Representative......c.cc.ceueee Kathy Crawford
session begins at 7:00 pm. Past President.....coeceeeeeeeererenenenereneenns Jeff Schwarz
Chapter State Representative........... Vern Crawford
Chapter AdVISOr .....occciicsnnsncnssnsanssones Michelle Haggerty

Learn more on our
website:

The Texas Star is a monthly publication of the Hill
txmn.org/hillcountr Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist

Program. News, essays, comments and ideas are
welcome. Please email them to:

newsletter@hillcountrytmn.org

QUESTIONS ABOUT MEMBERSHIP? Dot Maginor, Editor
ALL YOU NEED TO DO I3

Email Membership Director, Aimee Tennant
membership@hillcountrytmn.org

See our Facebook Page!

Search Texas Master Naturalist,
Hill Country or click HERE

The Hill Country Chapter does not
recommend or endorse organizations or

commercial sources mentioned in our

newsletter. TEXAS =

BNRE | Master 72
WILDLIFE Naturalist ..

TEX. ASM
AGRILIFE

EXTENSION

The opinions expressed are those of the

authors and editor.
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