LINDHEIMER MASTER NATURALISTS

Board of Directors Meeting

January 27, 2014 Texas Agrilife Extension Meeting Room

Board Members:

Present - Rich Bradley, Pete Bryant, Henry Hahn, David Reel, Art Williams, Theresa Frasch, Janet Hahn, Brian Trock, Toni Allison, and Nancy Fitzpatrick.

Absent - Elizabeth Bowerman, Marie Miller, and Carole Landry

Quorum present? Yes
Others present – Mary Ann Richey 
Proceedings:
Meeting called to order 6:00 pm by President Rich Bradley.

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from December 30 were sent out via email and available at the meeting. Janet Hahn moved the minutes be accepted; Art Williams seconded. Motion passed. Minutes approved as submitted.

Financial Report:  David had emailed the Treasure’s report to the board presenting a balance of $6,425.81 through December 31, 2013. He reported that $780.00 had been donated for a bench to honor Ann Tubbs at Warbler Woods. Mary Ann Richey gave a presentation of the bench site and potential bench and plaque designs. After some discussion, David moved that a 6ft concrete split “log” bench without arms be ordered and the plaque as presented. Nancy seconded. Motion passed. The wording was suggested to read, “in loving memory of Ann Tubbs, a friend of nature”. David made the motion to revise. Toni seconded. Motion passed. Mary Ann graciously agreed to oversee the bench project. David also reported that Chris Wiemers, David Reel, and Rich Bradley had conducted the Chapter’s Annual review of the books. The board then reviewed the proposed 2014 budget line by line. Art Williams presented a budget for the training class. He suggested that we raise the tuition to $150.00 not including background check David will make changes based on the discussion and submit for approval at next month’s meeting.

Old Business:  

a. 2014 Annual Report Assignments - Henry Hahn reports that the chapter’s report was complete and submitted on time to Michelle Haggerty at the state office. Our chapter highlights include a cumulative 215 Master Naturalists trained, 66,482 volunteer hours, and 6,257 advanced training hours. Brian is still receiving hours from 2013 and has forwarded them to Michelle.

b. Board Member/Committee Chairs report/action plans for 2014 – Rich asks that each member or chair forward an email to him.

c. Approved Projects list – Janet Hahn has sent out the latest version. Theresa moved to accept. Pete seconded. Motion passed.

d. Pin Distribution Plan – Rich reported that all but three older pins had been sent out.

e. Signs of Recognition – Rich explained that Michelle had 10 signs left and they were $5.00 each. David informed the board that there were plenty of signs in the storage unit. There would be no action at this time.

f. Park Project – Rich had been attempting to contact with County Commissioner Donna Eccelston to determine how the chapter might become involved with the James C. Curry Nature Center. There is no report at this time.

New Business:

a. Kidsfest – Elizabeth being absent, Rich led a brief discussion regarding the event. It was determined that the chapter will not participate in the event this year.

b. AgriLife Open House – Rich explained the event, which is scheduled for April 26 from 9 to 2 pm. The plans include tours of the arboretum and grass beds. Two volunteers will be needed at each location. There will be a 4H petting zoo and CMG demonstrations and plant give away. Rich will act as the chapter contact.
c. Projects Committee – Janet introduced the possibility of bird walks at Warbler Woods as Advanced Training hours as distinguished from activities such as a bird count as Volunteer hours.
d. Storage – David and Art reported on the successful move of chapter equipment into the horse barn. (The last stall on the right with the sliding door.) Many thanks to them for this accomplishment.
e. Kip Kiphart – Rich informed the board on a request for the chapter to forward an email regarding chemical use for flushing wildlife. The board agreed that we would not be sending out this information.
f. Messaging to membership – The AgriLife office staff will no longer be sending out routine email messages to the membership. The distribution list is in Outlook and we will need to make a plan to distribute our own emails. Toni currently uses Gmail and has agreed to assist Rich in the meanwhile.
g. Realignment of Committees for next year – Rich would like to see some consolidation, restructuring, or additional committees but this will require no action tonight.
Next Meeting: 6:00 pm on February 24, 2014 in the Agrilife meeting room.
Comments and Adjourn: Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:

Theresa Frasch, Secretary

Lindheimer Master Naturalists

