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President’s Message  
  This is my final newsletter as the President of the 

Chapter. Since the last newsletter we have had the Texas 

Master Naturalist State Convention in Corpus Christi. You 

should really try to attend next year, as the state 

convention has many wonderful educational 

opportunities.  

   Eleven members of the Chapter attended the 

convention. Marilyn McFarland worked hard putting 

together photographs and a scrapbook for the meeting. 

The chapter won first place for the scrapbook and Marilyn 

won second place for a photograph.  

   At the meeting the TMN leaders announced a Twentieth Anniversary TMN celebration in 

2018. They want all chapters to participate in the celebration activities. They have also developed a TMN Foundation to 

help fund the Texas Master Naturalists, in case anyone is inclined to donate. The TMN does not receive any state funding 

and the Federal Grant has not increased since they started twenty years ago. They started with 4 chapters and there are 

now 48 chapters.  

   There was a graduation of a LMN class in October and a new class has now started. 

Take them under your wing as they start working with you at volunteer opportunities. 

Pass along your knowledge, expertise and enthusiasm.  

   It has been my pleasure to serve as your President this year. I have had a hard 

working Board and Committee Chairs to work with this year. We increased our 

outreach activities and our volunteer activities. The membership continues to 

increase. I look forward to an even better 2018.  

-Joel Dunnington, Past President 
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Texas Master Naturalist 

Lindheimer Chapter  

Winter 2017 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

Marlin Brendsel, class of 

2008 (Grassroots), passed 

away November 17, 2017. 

He was part of the 

Education Support Team 

and videoed many of the 

class presentations. He 

also did CoCoRaHS and 

Cactus Moth Traps. Marlin 

was an asset to LMN and 

the community. He will be 

missed. 
 



2 
 

 

Snow Comes to the Hill Country - December 2017 
By Carmen Horn 

 

 Some unseasonably wintry weather came our way 

early this December - before the Winter Solstice rang in the 

official season on December 21st. And with it came a 

special treat - Snow!!!  

 After record highs were reached on Monday, December 

4, a polar vortex dipped deep into the US bringing cold 

temperatures and snow into Texas. On Tuesday, December 

5th the cold upper level trough axis moved through the 

area. On Wednesday, December 6 it generated cold rain 

across much of the Hill Country and South Central Texas. 

Late that night and into Thursday morning December 

7th, as the trough and deeper cold air moved south, it 

changed to sleet and snow across the Edwards Plateau and 

Rio Grande Plains. 

 
  

 According to the National Weather Service: “Snowfall 

accumulation the morning of December 7th and again the night of 

December 7-8 occurred mainly on grassy surfaces, vehicles, roofs, 

and other elevated structures. Snow accumulation on roadways was 

limited to lesser traveled roadways across the Hill Country as well as 

a few elevated bridges and overpasses along and east of the I-35 

corridor.” 

 Such wintry weather events are rare in Central Texas. Two to 

three inches of snow were recorded in Comal and surrounding 

counties December 7-8, 2017. The last measurable snow event 

was the Christmas Snow of 2004.   

 

 

 

 

 

©Brenda Stoeck 

©Carmen Horn 
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Frostweed Spins Wintry Wonders  
by Carmen Horn 

Photos ©Joel Dunnington 

 

Frost Weed (Verbesinia virginica) is an easy-to-grow biennial, 

loved by butterflies in the warmer months and seemingly a 

maker-of-magic on a wintry landscape!  It lends stately, dark 

green leaves and white autumn flowers to the dappled shade at 

the edges of woodlands and can form large colonies with 

spreading rhizomes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each stem has soft, fleshy green flanges running longitudinally 

down its length. When wintry temperatures change the 

landscape, the Verbesinia stem exudes water which freezes into 

fascinating, geometric patterns - giving it its best known name, 

Frostweed.   

 

Verbesinia has other names, including iceplant, white 

crownbeard, Indian tobacco and squawweed. Native Americans — 

including the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek and Mikasuki Seminole 

— used the leaves to treat fever, chills and body aches, and they 

used the roots as a purgative to treat indigestion.   
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Chapter Meetings 
 

October 19, 2017:  N2Nature Class Graduation 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 Back Row:  Don Matthews, Jane Finneran, Joe Finneran, Steve Jones 

 Middle Row: Holly McCoy, Peggy Haley, Amber Garcia, Harry Ferrell, Gretchen Ferrell, Midge Baugh,                 

 Anita (Salty) Brady, Betty Keese. 

 Front Row:  Ron Stoeck, Brenda Stoeck, Mike Hammack, Nancy Hammack, Marilyn Garrison, Wendy Matthews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Deb Kyrouac & Sara Riggs open the 

thank you gifts from the class for their 

work as Class Educators. 

YUM! 
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November  16 , 2017:   Landscaping with Native Plants 

 
 David Will, local landscaper and President of the Lindheimer Native Plant 

Society of Texas, gave a very educational lecture on the use of native plants for 

landscaping.  Native plants occur naturally in a region in which they evolved 

and are the ecological basis upon which life in that region depends, especially 

birds.  By planting native plants, you will use less fertilizer, fewer pesticides, 

less water, provide shelter and food for wildlife, support pollinators, promote 

biodiversity and develop stewardship of our natural heritage.   Native plants 

require much less time to maintain, are much hardier than non-native plants 

and are drought resistant.  Going native is a win-win!  

Thank you, David! 

 For more information on using 

native plants in your landscape, 

go to the NPSOT website 

www.npsot.org 

  

 

 

 

 
 Texas Master Naturalist 

Lindheimer Chapter  

2017 

Community Naturalist Award 
is hereby awarded to 

New Braunfels Parks and Recreation-  

Fischer Park 
This award is in recognition of the City of New 

Braunfels and the New Braunfels Parks and 

Recreation Department for their development of 

Fischer Park. This 62 acre park was planned and 

developed with a native Blackland Prairie, a 

wonderful educational nature center, a butterfly 

garden, wetlands, and the first solar panel array of 

any New Braunfels city park. 

Joel Dunnington MD 

September 21, 2017 

 
 

http://www.npsot.org/
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December 14, 2017:   Chapter Elections 

 

 On December 14th,  the Lindheimer Master Naturalists meeting featured the Annual Holiday Feast and  Festivities 

 followed by Election of Officers for 2018 and business meeting. We extend our thanks to Joyce Doyle,  Hospitality 

 Chair and her Committee for the artistic decorations and food preparation and service. LMN members  gave 

 Naturalists and guests a chance to sample their home cooking by bringing favorite dishes to share. What a 

 bounty it was!  The Feast was followed by a gift swap which was very merry and members enjoyed sharing 

 appropriate ‘naturalist’ gifts.  The business meeting was led by outgoing President Joel Dunnington.  

 We are looking forward to another great year in 2018 at the Lindheimer Master Naturalist Chapter! 

 

Lindheimer Master Naturalist 2018 Officers and Directors 

President-Rich Nielson 

Vice President-Jim Doyle 

Secretary-Kim Wright 

Treasurer-Evelyn Nielson  

Past President/ TMN Representative-Joel Dunnington 

 

Committees 

Communications- Marilyn McFarland 

Publicity Chair-Vacant 

Website-Marie Miller 

Newsletter-Carmen Horn, Marilyn McFarland 

Social Media-Jennifer Hendren 

Historian/Scrapbook-Marilyn McFarland, Peggy Haley 

Photographers-Bill Suddith, Marilyn McFarland, Carmen Horn 

Out and About Calendar-Sara Riggs 

Outreach-Darlene Varga 

Traveling Trunks-Darlene Varga 

Membership-Brian Trock 

Hospitality-Joyce Doyle, Salty Brady 

Projects Committee-Jeanie Springer, Chair 

Coco Brennan, Janet Hahn, Joyce Doyle, Mary Mathey 

Education Committee- Sara Riggs 

Coco Brennan, Val Lefebvre, Darlene Varga, Debbie Kyrouac, Mike Hammack 

Class Educators - Debbie Kyrouac, Mike Hammack 

Chapter Advisors 

Craig Hensley, Troy Luepke 

 

 
 

https://thegraphicsfairy.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Vintage-Bird-Image-Swallows-Line-GraphicsFairy2.jpg
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And then it was time for food and fun! 

                       

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The gift exchange was a lot of fun!  Many thanks to Joyce Doyle  

for illustrating the difference between right & left😊. 
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Chapter Re-Certifications & Volunteer Hour Milestones 
Thank you for your stewardship of our natural world! 

                                                                                     
      September 2017  

Re-certifications:   
Andrew Cummings, Holly Emrie, 

Lynn McLemore, Irene Newhall, 

Jane Schnell (not all are pictured) 

 

N2 Nature Double-Certification:  
Stephen Jones 

 

Milestones 

250 Hours: Beth Jameson 

500 Hours: Laird Ingham 

                       

    October 2017 

 

Re-certifications 
Barbara Brunson, Elizabeth Bowerman, 

Barry Brupbacher, Susan James,  

Sandy McLemore, Evelyn Neilson,  

Rich Neilson, Dave Wright (not all are 

pictured) 

N2 Nature Double-Certification:  
Marilyn Garrison, Mike Hammack 

Milestones 

250 Hours:  Pat Fletcher, Jane Schnell 

1,000 Hours:  Jeanie Springer 
 

    November 2017  
 

Re-certifications                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Frank Stile, Nancy Fitzpatrick, Nancy Gray,  

Debbie Subke, James McCullough,  

Sue Dittman, Bill Suddith,  

Coco Brennan (not all are pictured) 

 

Milestones 

250 hours:  Bill Suddith 

 

 

 
     

Laird Ingham 

500 Hours 

Jeanie Springer 

1,000 Hours 

Out with the old and in with the 

new…pin, that is.  2018 is the 

Ocelot! 
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LMN Members Attend  

Texas Master Naturalist  

State Meeting 

October 22 – 24, 2017 
  
The 18th Annual TMN Meeting in Corpus Christi saw the largest number of attendees ever.  LIndheimer Chapter was well 

represented.   Lectures, field trips and “Dinner at the Aquarium” made the meeting enjoyable and educational.  Numerous 

vendors offered many items for sale, and there were great educational displays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midnight 

Bug 

Hunt! 

Texas 

Waters 
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Report on the Texas Master Naturalist Annual Meeting 

Joel Dunnington, President 

 

1. Eleven members of the Lindheimer Chapter attended the meeting. It was the largest meeting with 530 people.  

2. The COH changes were just suggestions and they will come out with the real final changes soon.  

3. The 2018 Recertification pin is an Ocelot.  

4. The 2018 TMN Annual Meeting will be in Georgetown at the Sheraton on October 26-28, 2018. 

5. 2018 is the 20th Anniversary of the Texas Master Naturalists. They ask that we have a 20th Anniversary Chair 

person. https://txmn.org/20th-anniversary/ 

1. There will be a big celebration. They are asking that we submit video clips of our members. There is an iPad video 

kit we can use from the Agrilife District Office to do the videos. They prefer we use the iPad. Then we can upload 

them to the TMN office on a Drop Box type of account called Simplicity. They want us to appoint a 20th 

Anniversary Chairperson to do this. They want photo and video release forms. They want the time, place, and 

person identified. We could interview Craig about the Master Naturalists. We could send the history videos, but 

they prefer the iPad videos. 

2. IPad instructions- https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FEffbfpphEX93DRxbzPcEx1WVDoSwjWskZjX6vJ_kuQ/edit 

6. The TMN will be sending out media feeds this year that they would like us to distribute.  

7. There will be a T-shirt Design contest and a Slogan contest. 

8. Get the VMS hours into the system ASAP at the end of the year.  

9. They will be reviewing the training agenda of all the Chapters’ to see if we are complying with all of the new 

curricula and sections.  

10. The Federal Grants will no longer pay for pins, so they will figure out something.   

11. They had 300 people register for the TMN Meeting in the first 48 hours. 

12. Texas Master Naturalist Endowment- they would like us to promote the endowment. They have about $20,000 

now and want to raise more. They want to help pay for activities and staffing. Apparently the staffing and 

funding for the TMN program has remained stable for many years while the number of programs and naturalists 

has increased considerably. There are now 48 Chapters across the state. They would like us to have an 

ambassador. The goal is to create a $5 million dollar TMN Endowment by 2023. 

https://masternaturalistendowment.org/ 

13. Harvard’s ASH Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation has named the Texas Master Naturalist 

Program as a “Bright Idea in American Government” Award recipient. 

14.  They made a comment about you can only wear one hat while working. It sounded like if you are working in a 

state park and someone at the state park counts your volunteer hours, you cannot count the MN VMS hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://txmn.org/20th-anniversary/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FEffbfpphEX93DRxbzPcEx1WVDoSwjWskZjX6vJ_kuQ/edit
https://masternaturalistendowment.org/
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CHAPTER INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LMN HOSPITALITY 

Our chapter meetings are made even 

more enjoyable by great food. 

Many thanks to 

Joyce Doyle, Hospitality Head, 

and LMN members for their 

delicious contributions. 

Earn 1 VH (and our heartfelt thanks) 

by bringing refreshments! 

Sign up at the next meeting! 

 

October 

N2Nature Class 

November 

December 

Everyone brought delicious food! 

Thank you to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Chapter Officers 

 

President Joel Dunnington 

Vice President Art Williams 

Secretary Kim Wright 

Treasurer Rich Nielsen 

Past President & TMN Rep Jim Teeling 

Committees 
Outreach 

Darlene Varga 

Education 

Sara Riggs 

Debbie Kyrouac 

Membership & Records 

Cheryl Trock 

Projects & Opportunities 

Jeanie Springer 

Communication 

Marie Miller 

Hospitality 

Joyce Doyle 

 

Communication Subcommittees 
▪ Website – Marie Miller 

▪ Out & About – Sara Riggs 

▪ Social Media – Jennifer Hendren 

▪ Newsletter – Carmen Horn, Editor 

MJ McFarland, Assistant 

▪ Photography – Bill Suddith 

▪ Publicity – Karen Lillard 

▪ Historian – Marilyn McFarland 

 

Chapter Advisors 
Craig Hensley 

Texas Parks & Wildlife 

Guadalupe River State Park 

 

Troy Luepke 

Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service 

 
Florence Oxley 

Austin Community College 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

Jan 18 – Bluebirds  

  Craig Hensley 

Feb 15 – Cemex Nature Center 

   Lance Griffith 

Mar 15 – LMN Video 

LMN Board Meetings 
4th Monday 
AgriLife Building 

Chapter Meetings – 3rd Thursday 

6:00 Social, 6:30 Meeting 

Tye Preston Memorial Library 


