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President’s Message by Rich Nielson 
 

 By the time the newsletter is published, it will be 2020.  Happy New Year to 
everyone! I pray you have been able to take a break over the holidays to recharge 
and rest up as 2020 is lining up to be a banner year.  We will begin the next Phase of 
the Bird Blind, Butterfly Garden, and Wildscape (BBW) area with the Hummingbird 
Garden at AgriLife.  We are starting the planning of our 2020 Anniversary 
Gala/Project (contact Art Williams) and also planning for the AgriLife Open House 
– renamed “AgriFest” in September (POC Evelyn and Rich Nielson). 
 
 Our normal workdays at the BBW are every Tuesday morning.  We will be 
scheduling some Saturdays (check the Out & About Calendar) so everyone will have 
a chance to earn 2020 volunteer hours in the new garden for your recertification.  
There are a lot of rocks to clear, paths to build, cacti to remove, fences to build, 
plants to plant, and entrances/arbors to build.  Maybe a bench or two or more so 
visitors can enjoy the hummingbirds in the garden.  Come join us!  Earn your 2020 
pin, the American Bumblebee! 

 
 

2020 Elected Officers  
 

Many thanks to our newly elected officers for stepping up to a leadership role! 
 
President Rich Nielson 
   Vice President Art Williams 

   Secretary Erin Harrison 
            Treasurer Steve Jones 
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John Muir, Naturalist 
John Muir, born April 21, 1838 in Scotland, immigrated to Wisconsin, 
USA at age 11.  He is best known as a naturalist, environmentalist, 
adventurist, author, activist and advocate.  He is called the “Father of 
the National Parks System”.   
In 1867, he was temporarily blinded, and upon regaining his sight, 
fully embraced his love of nature.  He traveled extensively around the 
US, eventually settling in Northern California.  He also traveled to 
Europe, Africa, Australia, South America (Amazon), Cuba, and Asia.  
John Muir was known for his spiritual and poetic descriptions of the 
earth.  He had many adventures in the wild, but it remains lesser 
known that he pioneered the scientific study of glaciers – glaciology – 
during five summers spent in the Sierra Nevada mountain range.  It 

was Muir, amateur geologist, who proposed that it was glaciers which sculpted the mountains over eons.  His theory 
was met with great scorn at the time.  He was proven right eventually. By 1903, President Teddy Roosevelt had taken 
notice of Muir’s writings and joined him for a camping trip in the Yosemite.  Eventually, Roosevelt created 5 national 
parks, 150 national forests, 18 national monuments, and the National Forest Service.  Some of John Muir’s 
accomplishments: 

• Co-founded the Sierra Club in 1892 and served as president until his death in 1914 

• Driving force behind creation of Yosemite and Sequoia National Parks (1890) and involved in the creation of 
the Grand Canyon, Kings Canyon, Petrified Forest, and Mt. Rainier National Parks 

• Published 300 articles and 12 books, including the most popular ‘Stickeen’, about his adventures in Alaska 
with his dog.   

In between his frequent adventures, Muir lived in Martinez, California with wife Louie and two daughters.  He died 
December 24, 1914 in Los Angeles of pneumonia (age 76).  John Muir Day is celebrated annually on April 21.  We 
owe John Muir our gratitude for his vision and vigor in preserving our natural lands and heritage. 
 

 
Lindheimer Chapter will Participate in “The Big Give SA 2020” 

 

What is “The Big Give”?   From The Big Give website 
https://www.thebiggivesa.org/:  “The Big Give is South Central Texas’ 24-hour 
online day of online giving fueled by the power of generous donors, creative 
nonprofits, social media, collaboration, and you! The goal of the Big Give is to 
support our local nonprofits that are committed to making South Central Texas a 
great place to live, work, and play. Since 2014, 188,937 donors have given over 
$20 million dollars to over 2,000 nonprofits through the Big Give, making it one 

of the most successful giving days in the country.”   

• In 2019, The Big Give SA raised $4,711,934.94 from 28,104 donors for 545 non-profit 

organizations! 

• The next Big Give SA is March 26, 2020.  As a 501(c)(3), the Lindheimer Chapter can 
participate.  Our goal is $5,000.00 to support our projects.  We’re hoping you’ll be interested in 
supporting our Big Give effort!  In the coming months, you’ll be hearing more.  Stay tuned!  

https://www.thebiggivesa.org/
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September 2019  

• Recertifications:  Salty Brady, Sandra Carson, Rick Corbell, Craig Dillon, Nancy 

Gray, Robin Hagen, Karla Kahn, Linda Mondragon, Robert Trott 

October 2019  

• Recertifications:  Andrew Cummings, Gloria Glass, Wendy Mathews, Lynn 
McLemore, Margaret Oliver, Sherry Reel, Ashley Galloway (Double Certification)  

• Initial Year Certifications:  George Eanes (2018) (Mud Daubers); Ashley Galloway 
(2019) (Rock Stars) 

• Milestones:  Joe Finneran, 500 Hours 
November 2019 

• Recertifications:  Jim McCullough, Denise Miner-Williams, Ben Pfeiffer, Scott 
Ofsdahl, Teresa St. John 

• Milestones:  Jim McCullough, 250 Hours 

October 17, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Newly Certified – The Rock Stars! 

 

 

Chapter Meetings 
 

 

 
 

Recertifications & Milestones  

 

 

Hospitality - October 
Many thanks to Evelyn Nielson, Hospitality Head, and the LMN members who 
volunteer to feed us such delicious food this month:  Chapter Sponsored main dishes, 
Jane Schnell, Harry & Gretchen Ferrell, Rich Bradley, Denise Miner Williams, 
Nancy Hammack 
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November 21, 2019 

 

 

 

December 12, 2019 

  

 
LMN Hospitality - December 

Many thanks to Evelyn Nielson, Hospitality Head, and the LMN members who volunteer to feed us 
such delicious food.  Food brought by Chapter Members; Ham & Turkey cooked by the Nielsons. 

 

Hospitality -November 
Many thanks to Evelyn Nielson, Hospitality 
Head, and the LMN members who volunteered to 
feed us such delicious food this month: Glenna 
Dunnington, Joyce Doyle, Lois Ricci, Debra 
Eames, Ellen Anderson, Sandra Carson 

 
 
 

 

 

2020 Elections Results 

President Rich Nielson 

Vice President   Arthur Williams 

Secretary  Erin Harrison 

Treasurer Steve Jones 
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TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST ANNUAL STATE MEETING,  
OCTOBER 18 – 20th, 2019 

Rockwall, Texas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TMN State Meeting Photo Contest 
October 2019 
Erin Harrison 

1st Place – Plant Category 
“Pearl Milkweed” 

 

Events & Happenings 
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Photos Submitted by Members to the TMN State Photo Contest 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Clockwise from left:  Marietta Diehl, 
Glenna Dunnington, Jane Schnell, Nancy 
Hammock,  
Joel Dunnington 
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Top Row: Holly Emrie 
Middle Row:  Holly Emrie 
Bottom Row:  Peggy Haley 
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Top row: Erin Harrison, Don Mathews 
Middle row:  Nancy Hammack, Wendy Mathews, Erin Harrison 
Bottom row:  Darlene Varga 
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Clockwise from top left:  MJ McFarland, MJ 
McFarland, MJ McFarland, Dick Scarbrock, 
Sara Riggs 
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Clockwise from top left:  Dick Scarbrock, 
Brian Trock, Jeannie Springer, Cheryl 
Walthour, Teresa Turko 



12 
 

North Pole Village – December 2019 

  

Members staffing the 

booth at the  

North Pole Village 
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See all about our new class at 
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/current-
class/ 

 

Members ( in alphabetical order):  Judy Alvis, Don 
Blake, Philip Brown, Vanessa Brown, Michael Buley, 
Heidi Case, Doug Coryell,  Nancy Coryell, Adriane 
Costello, Jason Costello, Steven Dockal, James Dudley, 
Pamela Dudley, Donald Duncan, Lisa Smith, Sue 
Huntsman, David Jaksik, Mary Jaksik, Karen Kimbell, 
Judith Kovacs-Long, Rob Kyrouac, Kathy Lamon, 
Emily Lane, Merril Mabon, Christy Martinez, Sarah 
Mato, Steve Mato, Melina McLeod, Kate O’Brien, 
Miguelita Scanio, Lauren Schumaker, Susan Sommer, 
Stephen Verschoyle, Toni Wayne, Mary Williams 

 
Class President/Board Representative 

Christy Martinez 
 

Class Photographer 
Steve Dockal  

Class Journal 

https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/current-class/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/current-class/
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The Electronic Lindheimer 

Check us out on the internet, Amazon Smile, Facebook and Pinterest.  

Place your cursor on the hyperlink, then press your 

ctrl button and click to follow the link.   

 

For a painless donation, designate ‘Lindheimer 

Chapter Texas Master Naturalist’ as your charity 

under Amazon Smile. 
 
Website:  https://txmn.org/lindheimer 
Amazon Smile: https://smile.amazon.com/ 
Facebook: https://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer 
Pinterest:  https://www.pinterest.com/FerdinandLindheimer/ 
(currently off-line for maintenance) 

 

****** 

Contributing to Citizen Science:  

iNaturalist.org 

“Citizen Science” is the participation of 
non-scientists in scientific research.  As 
naturalists, many of us already participate 
in citizen science projects that contribute 
to the body of scientific knowledge about 
plants, animals & insects:  butterfly 

surveys, bird counts, plant identification.  And we take 
pictures – LOTS of pictures!  Each picture is an observation 
and represents an opportunity to increase the scientific 
knowledge of what, where & when.  One of the largest 
citizen science projects is iNaturalist, a world-wide, on-line 
database of observations provided by citizen scientists like 
Master Naturalists.  From www.inaturalist.org :  “If 
enough people recorded their observations, it would be like a 
living record of life on Earth that scientists and land 
managers could use to monitor changes in biodiversity, and 
that anyone could use to learn more about nature.”   Here 
are the numbers as of 1/10/2020.   
Take a look at Comal County!!! 

 
 
 

How to get started?  Go to www.inaturalist.org.   

Location Observations Species Observers  
World 30,549,191 253,292 836,292 
Texas 2,475,401 19,662 51,773 

Comal County 17,587 2,476 1,648 

2019 CHAPTER LEADERSHIP 
    

PRESIDENT Rich Nielson 
VICE PRESIDENT Jim Doyle 
SECRETARY Arthur Williams 
TREASURER   Robin Hagan 

PAST PRESIDENT  Rich Bradley 
Email:  LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com 

 
DIRECTORS/COMMITTEES 

Education/New Class – Mike Hammack & Joe Finneran 
Membership & Records – Cheryl Trock  

Outreach Committee – Deb Kyrouac & Jane Schnell 
Projects & Opportunities Committee - Jeanie Springer 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Director - Marilyn McFarland 
Out & About – Sara Riggs 

Historian/Archivist - Recruiting 
Newsletter – Carmen Horn, Editor 

Publicity/FB/Webmaster – MJ McFarland 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

Outreach 
Trunks – Deb Kyrouac & Jane Schnell 

Program to Assist Landowners – Art Williams 
VP 

Community Recognition – Jim Doyle 
Hospitality – Evelyn Nielson 

Rock Stars Class 
President – Aleta Meyer 

Reporter/Photographer – Erin Harrison 
CHAPTER ADVISORS 

Craig Hensley  
Nature Tracker Biologist 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
Troy Luepke 

Comal County Extension Agent 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

 
The Lindheimer Quarterly 

 
Published quarterly by the Lindheimer Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist™ 
to communicate, educate & inform chapter members & the Hill Country 
Community. If you have an article or photo of interest to the chapter, 
please send email to:   LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com.  The Quarterly 
is emailed to all members and posted on the website 
www.txmn.org/lindheimer.   
Previous issues are available on website. 

 
•Carmen Horn, Editor  
•MJ McFarland, Design/Layout  
•Erin Harrison, Rock Stars Photographer/Reporter 
 

https://txmn.org/lindheimer
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer
https://www.pinterest.com/FerdinandLindheimer/
http://www.inaturalist.org/
http://www.inaturalist.org/
mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
http://www.txmn.org/lindheimer
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2020 CHAPTER INFORMATION Page 
 

CHAPTER LEADERSHIP 
 

OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT    Rich Nielson 
VICE PRESIDENT   Arthur Williams 
SECRETARY    Erin Harrison 
TREASURER               Stephen Jones 

 
COMMITTEES 

 
Standing Committees 
Education - Joe Finneran, Debra Eanes, Rick Corbell 
Membership & Records – Cheryl Trock 
Outreach – Debbie Kyrouac, Jane Schnell 
Projects & Opportunities - Jeanie Springer 
 
Subcommittees  

Trunks – Deb Kyrouac & Jane Schnell 
Program to Assist Landowners – Art Williams 
Community Recognition (VP) – Art Williams 
Hospitality – Recruiting 
New Class – President/Board Rep, Christy Martinez       
        Photographer, Steve Dockal 

 
Ad Hoc Committees 
20th Anniversary Committee – Art Williams 
Big Give SA – Susan Bogle, Jane Schnell, MJ McFarland 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Director - Marilyn McFarland 
Out & About – Sara Riggs 
Newsletter – Carmen Horn, Editor 
Publicity - Recruiting  
Historian/Social Media/Webmaster – MJ McFarland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lindheimer Quarterly 
Published quarterly by the Lindheimer Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist™ to 
communicate, educate & inform chapter members & the Hill Country Community. 
If you have an article or photo of interest to the chapter, please send email to:   
LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com.  The Quarterly is emailed to all members and 
posted on the website www.txmn.org/lindheimer.   
Previous issues are available on website. 

 
•Carmen Horn, Editor  
•MJ McFarland, Design/Layout  
•Erin Harrison, Photographer/Reporter 
 

 
 
 
 

Chapter Advisors 
Craig Hensley  

Texas Parks & Wildlife, Wildlife Tracker 
Troy Luepke 

Texas A&M AgriLife Comal County Agent 

2020 Monthly Board Meetings 
 

Every 4th Monday at 5:45 PM 
AgriLife Building 

 
January 27 
February 24 
March 23 
April 27 
May 25 
June 22 
July 27 
August 24 
September 28 
October 26 
November 23 
December 28 

2020 MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS 
 

January 16 
‘Dark Skies’ 
February 20 

‘Chimney Swifts’ 
March 19 

‘Range Grasses’ 
April 16 

‘State of the Chapter’ 
May 21 

‘Outdoor Safety for Nature Lovers’ 
June 18  

To be announced 
July 16 

To be announced 
August 20 

To be announced 
September 17 

To be announced 
October 15 

Red-tailed Hawks Graduation 
November 

To be announced 
December 10th or 17th 

Elections & Dinner 
 

mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
http://www.txmn.org/lindheimer

