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SPEECH TO “Trailblazers”
GRADUATES OF TEXAS MASTER NATURALISTS, LINDHEIMER CHAPTER
October 2004
By Dan Madden, Chapter President

“One year ago, you attended a Texas Master Naturalist Orientation. You decided that
you wanted to be a Texas Master Naturalist.

You agreed to attend 40 hours of classroom activities and field trips. The classroom
activities added to and reinforced the knowledge you already had. You heard many
different volunteer presenters giving back to you. The field trips rounded out your
classroom experience. You saw and heard volunteers giving back to the community and to
you.

You came to the TMN program with knowledge, values, and skills. The program did
not make you something else. The program helped to make you better, more informed.
When you attended the orientation, you were told by the Texas Cooperative Extension
Agent, Bryan Davis, “Do not start this program if you cannot finish it.”

Bryan told you that he expected you to give back to the community. Bryan told you
that giving back was what the Texas Master Naturalists are about.

You have started doing as Bryan asked. You have continued to learn by going to
Advanced Training opportunities. You have given back by volunteering many hours for
existing projects. You have designed and executed a Class Project at the Heritage Museum.
Your efforts are showing there. You have started a Water Monitoring program for the
Lindheimer Chapter, open to all chapter members.

Now, I am asking you not to quit. You are not done tonight.

I ask you to continue to give back. You are needed.

You are needed to continue volunteer efforts for existing projects. You are needed to
develop volunteer projects of your own.

You are needed to help the Lindheimer Chapter. You are needed as members of
committees. You are needed as Board Officers.

You are special. You have knowledge, values, and skills that the community and the
Lindheimer Chapter need. You can, should, and will continue to offer your special gifts to
the community.

The community and you will be better for your efforts.”

Thank you.
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CHAPTER LEADERSHIP

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT Rich Nielson
VICE PRESIDENT Arthur Williams ,
SECRETARY Rob Kyrouac #
TREASURER Stephen Jones &
COMMITTEES
Standing Committees

Education - Joe Finneran, Debra Eanes, Rick Corbell
Membership & Records — Brian Trock
Outreach — Debbie Kyrouac, Jane Schnell
Projects & Opportunities - Jeanie Springer
Subcommittees
Trunks — Deb Kyrouac & Jane Schnell
Program to Assist Landowners — Art Williams
Community Recognition (VP) — Art Williams
Hospitality — Recruiting '
New Class — President, Christy Martinez '
Photographer, Steve Dockal % #
Ad Hoc Committees =
20t Anniversary Committee — Art Williams
Big Give SA — Susan Bogle, Jane Schnell, M] McFarland

COMMUNICATIONS
Director — M] McFarland
Out & About — Sara Riggs

CHAPTER ADVISORS
Craig Hensley, Texas Parks & Wildlife, Wildlife Tracker
Troy Luepke, Texas A&M AgriLife, Comal County Agent

The Lindheimer Quarterly Newsletter
M] McFarland, Editor
Contributors — Nancy Hammack, Brian Trock

Newsletter published quarterly by the Lindheimer Chapter, Texas
Master Naturalist™ to communicate, educate & inform chapter
members & the Hill Country Community. Current and previous issues
of The Quarterly are posted on the website www.txmn.org/lindheimer.
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CONTACT

Email: LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com

Website: https://txmn.org/lindheimer

Facebook~ https://www.facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer/
Snail Mail: Lindheimer Chapter
c/0 Comal County AgrilLife

325 Resource Dr.

New Braunfels. TX 78132

January 16
‘Dark Skies’ - Ranger Holly Platz
February 20
‘Drought Proof Texas’ - Pete Van Dyck
March 19 - Cancelled

April 16
‘State of the Chapter’ — Rich Nielson (no AT)
Online via Zoom

May 21
‘Geologic Formation Guad Valley’ - Joe Finneran
June 18
‘Outdoor Safety for Nature Lovers’ - M] McFarland
July 16
‘Ferdinand Lindheimer’ - Susan James
August 20
GBRA Plans for the Gorge — Nathan Pence

September 17

‘Pollen Trackers’ - Dr. Dan Katz

October 15
Red-tailed Hawks Graduation-No AT

November

‘Hot Birds’ -Patsy & Tom Inglet

December 10t or 17th
Elections & Dinner

2020 Board of Directors Meetmgs

Every 4th Monday at 5:45 PM
AgrilLife Building
325 Resource Dr.
New Braunfels, Texas

®January 27 e®February 24 ®March 23 e April 27
eMay 25 eJune 22 oJuly 27 ® August 24

o September 28 ®October 26 ®November 23

e December 28

Board Minutes available at:
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/Imn-board-

members/Imn-board-minutes-archive/
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President’s Message
by Rich Nielson

I would like to update you on our activities. The Phase 2 restrictions are remaining in place
which means we can continue to refine the BBW and HBG. We have not received any
reports of any of our members being stricken by COVID-19. We are observing social
distancing when we are working at AgriLife and with all of our other partners.

Our normal workdays
at AgrilLife are the first
Monday of the month
as we need to continue
our maintenance
activities at the Rain
Garden and grass
beds. We then will
continue the work on
the BBW and HBG
every Tuesday. We
have been fortunate
to receive donations
from CEMEX of 15 yards of road base. We have spread 10 yards and are awaiting the
delivery of the last 5 yards. We have also received a donation from Brooks Stone Ranch of
5 yards of dirt. We have received half of it already and are filling in the holes we created
when we removed rocks. We will be creating planting beds inside the HBG so when we
acquire the plants we will have the bed to plant them.

President Rich Nielson at the April 2019 “State of the Chapter” meeting.

The Big Give has been rescheduled for September so watch for the details that will be forth
coming.

The AgriFest will be on September 12th, which is a short 2 and %2 months away. We will
need your help with this event along with the Comal Fair and the rescheduled Earth Day at
Headwaters at the Comal.

I thank you for all you do in support of Our Mission:

To develop a corps of well-trained “Master Volunteers” to provide education, outreach and
service dedicated toward the beneficial management of natural areas and resources within
their communities for the State of Texas.



Woodhouse’s Toad
Photos & Article by Nancy Hammack

Scientific Name: Bufo woodhousii
Family: Bufonidae
Diagnostic Features:

« Cranial crests prominent.

« Parotid glands elongate.
Coloration:

« Three subspecies in Texas, separated
on color patterns that range from
yellow-brown or gray to yellow,
green-brown, or green.

« Belly color may be pale or yellow, with or without dark markings on chest and sides.

« Light mid-dorsal stripe present.

« Dark dorsal spots with one to several warts.

« Males with dark pigmented throats, females with unpigmented throats.

Size: Adult Bufo woodhousii can range in size from 5-12 cm (2-5 in).

General Distribution: In North America, the range of Bufo woodhousii is from the East

Coast, west as far as Nevada and then south into northern Mexico.

Behavior: Bufo woodhousii is nocturnal and feeds on insects near light sources. During the

day it shelters in burrows or among vegetation.

Reproduction: Breeding in Bufo woodhousii occurs from March to August. Males call from

pools of water.

Habitat: Bufo woodhousii prefers sandy areas near marshes, river bottoms, desert streams,

canyons, irrigated fields, in addition to well-irrigated suburban backyard gardens.

Conservation Status: Woodhouse's toad is not a protected species in Texas and can be

legally collected with a hunting license.
: Texas Distribution: In Texas, Bufo woodhousii is found

throughout most of the state, excluding far eastern

Texas and the western half of south Texas.

B Here is a quote from the magazine ‘Birds and
| Bloom”:

® natural insect populations, which are a toad’s main
g% food source. Plants also provide toads with cover to
hide from predators. A bare lawn won’t help attract
P toads, but natural garden beds filled with native

BN plants will.”




2020 Recertifications and Milestone Awards

2020 Recertification Pin - American Bumblebee

Recertifications Milestones
January | Ellen Anderson, Susan Bogle, Lois Ricci, Brian 4,000 Hours
2020 & Trock, Art Williams Brian Trock
500 Hours
Ed Finger

February | Rich Bradley, Steve Jones, Darlene Varga

2020
March Don Bergquist, Edith Bergquist, Coco Brennan, Ron %
2020 Butts, Joe Finneran, Laird Ingham, Jim Jameson, Deb

Kyrouac, Dan Madden, Marilyn McFarland, Rhonda

Neel, Sara Riggs, Jeanie Springer

April Julie Crouch, John Davis, Jim Doyle, Jim

2020 McCullough, Rich Nielson, Cathy Oberkampf,

i& Cheryl Trock

May Harry Ferrell, Jensie Madden 500 Hours

2020 teve Jones

Cheryl Walthour

June Mary Barr-Gilbert, Nancy Fitzpatrick, Brenda Stoeck 2,500 Hours

2020 . Julie Crouch
1,000 Hours

Melissa Skasik

250 Hours

Craig Dillon

The Tiny Rescue
LMN Member Nancy Hammack: "Here is a picture of a black
crested titmouse fledgling that Mike and I rescued. It was
tethered to the nest by the synthetic wool that was the inner
lining of the nest. Both of its feet were bound up in the wool
that I think may have been collected from stuffing from a
§ patio cushion and used as nesting material by the titmouse
S parents. I soaked the wool binding in water and Mike slowly
N cut the binding away until the little one’s feet/toes were free.
5 d That took about 10 minutes. We placed him on the ground
near the bird box we had taken him from and he hopped along the ground until his parents
noticed him. The rest of the rescue was up to his parents.” What a rescue!
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Editor’s Note:

Ao e Cruising the Caribbean

live in one of

the most By Brian Trock, LMN Membership/VMS Chair

beautiful areas

in the world, . .

some of us Sometimes Cheryl and I travel, and as Texas Master Naturalists, we have a true
occasionall . . .

o appreciation of the natural wonders we experience outside the Lone Star State.
places! We

thoughtyod | Our latest travel occurred this year on February 22 - March 16, while taking a

enjoy a look at

one of those. CrUise in the

Caribbean on
the Holland American
ship, ms Koningsdam.
Our first leg of our
journey took us to the
southern Caribbean, with
a destination to a group
of islands known
collectively as the “ABC
Islands” - historically part of the Dutch West Indies, just north of Venezuela. From east to

west the islands are Bonaire, Curacao and Aruba.

BONAIRE Surprisingly, these islands are not tropical but have a desert climate. Sometimes
it felt that we were traveling in Arizona, until we came upon flamingos, which are very
popular on the islands. With their annual rainfall, usually 20 inches or less a year, the locals
are dependent on desalination and rain water collection.

Some of the cacti that we saw on Bonaire would compete in size with those we've seen in
our Southwest. The animal and plant diversity on the ABC Islands were very interesting.




During our travels, I would always inquire about the local species of bats.

CURACAO While on our tour of
Hato Cave on Curacao, our guide
took me aside and showed me some

of the Long-Tongue and Long-

Nosed Bats that reside in the cave.

ARUBA In Quadarikiri Cave on
Aruba we were able to view ancient
cave art. Outside this cave you can
dip your feet in the water and have
the fish, stocked by a previous
Japanese owner, clean your feet.




ST MAARTEN Our second half of the cruise took us to some of the Eastern Caribbean
Islands. Cheryl bravely joined me ziplining the Flying Dutchman on St Maarten, billed as
the steepest zipline in the world, dropping 1,050 feet, across 2,800 feet of cable, at 56 miles

per hour.

MARTINIQUE The island that stands out for me was Martinique, where we fortuitously
took a tour titled "Snorkel Martinique."




Boats are required to tie to a buoy so that an anchor will not harm the coral outside of the
bat cave. We snorkeled into the cave and saw many bats. Their guano drops into the water
providing a unique aquatic habitat.

—_

We then cruised
over to a nearby
beach for more
snorkeling. I swam

near to the beach

2 — andas | turned
around to head
back to the boat, 1
found myself face-
to-face with a large sea turtle. I had the most wonderful time swimming with this beautiful
marine animal, which didn't seem to be bothered by my presence.

Normally, I don't name wild animals, but I started to refer to this turtle as Mr. Friendly.
Since Cheryl did not get into the water this time, I boarded the boat to tell her about my
experience, and to my surprise Mr. Friendly swam with me for a photo opportunity.

To get ashore on Martinique we had to have our
temperature taken. Other than the news, this was
our first experience concerning the coronavirus.
The captain assured us that there was no virus on
the ship and to wash our hands for “20 minutes” -
pretty certain he meant collectively for the day.

We had no problem getting ashore at Barbados to

visit Harrison Cave, or to disembark on St. Lucia.
St. Kitts and Nevis were the first time the ship was denied entry. It seems it didn't matter
that the ship was virus free. The captain arranged an alternate island, Antiqua, for us to sail
to. When we arrived the next morning the port authorities denied the ship to dock, so we
sailed to our next destination of St. Thomas. There was a bit of a delay to disembark, but we
were finally allowed off ship so that we could enjoy our tour of St. John National Park.

We eventually docked at Fort Lauderdale knowing we had arrived to a changed world.
Those passengers who were to continue on to San Diego were told to disembark and find a
way home. Only the crew sailed when the ship left port. --BT
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Bird, Butterfly & Wildscape
at AgriLife

Photos by Brian Trock

Great job!
Lindheimer Chapter members have invested many hours,
hard work and much sweat at our signature project, the
Butterfly, Bird and Wildscape (BBW) gardens at AgrilLife.
Here are some pictures of the work in progress taming the
weeds! The chapter thanks the following members for their

work on the BBW: Pam Dudley, Mary Barr Gilbert,
Nancy Fitzpatrick, Heidi Case, Brenda Stoeck, Lois
Ricci, Melinda McLeod, Lisa Smith, Brian Trock,
Steve Jones, Ed Finger, Rick Corbell, Merril
Mabon, Anita (Salty) Brady, Vanessa Brown,
Debbie Armijo, Susan Bogle, and Rich Nielson.




2nd Quarter Chapter Meetings via ZOOM

April 2020

May 2020

e .~“““' ’”'.
‘T\' 1-:::;" " o
Ll -
ar f"“",,,. and Bash W,
20 Yeass ot g Comal Cowhy —
1000 - 2020
Monthly Meeting
When: Thussday, Apeil 16, 2020 - £90 pm
Whete: B e e T
Wha Rich Nieleon, Chapter President,
What: “State of the Chapter” Ansual Member Meeting

This is a ZOOM meeting!

Go to the Members Page on LMN Website,

https/tonn.oreMindheimer/members-area/

You will need to Jog-tn tn crder to obtam the pacsword for the meeting.
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Monthly Meeting
When: Thussday, May 21, 2020 - 6:00 pm
Where: Tye Preston Memorial Library
16311 5 Access Rd,, Canyon Lake
Who: Joe Finnetan
Whati Geologle Formation of the Guadalupe River Valley

This is a ZOOM meeting!
Go to the Members Page on LMN Website.
Ittps:/txnmorgAindheinmer/inenbers-area/

You will need to log-in in order to obtain the password for the meeting,
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When: Thursday, June 18, 2020 - 6:00 pm
Where: Tye Preston Memorial Library
16311 S Access Rd., Canyon Lake
Who: Marilyn | McFarland, RN, MS
What: Outdoor Safety for Nature Lovers

This is a ZOOM meeting!

Go to the Members Page on LMN Website.
https://txmun.orglindheimer/members-area/

You will need to log-in in order to obtain the password for the meeting
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Events

Big Give 2020 is rescheduled to September 10, 2020!

The Big Give 2020 - Please donate to our Chapter!

How YOU can make a difference!
big
Sive
September

On 19 lthe Texas Master Naturalist Lindheimer Chapter will be participating in the 24-hour day of online philanthropy called

the Big Give. Starting at 12:00am midnight that day, YOU will have 24 hours to make your donation electronically.

Please get ready to give! We need your help! Join our campaign and help us reach of our goal of $5,000 in just 24 hours! And there
are Matching Funds available that can double your donation!

Funds raised during the Big Give go directly to our LMN Chapter to help support our local projects and educational outreach
efforts to which our members contributed almost 22,000 volunteer hours in 2019 in 29 different projects. Our Chapter is

passionately committed to serving as stewards of our natural world, protecting and preserving it for generations to come. We are
obviously making a real difference in our community.

How You Can Help — Like us on the Chapter’s Facebook page. Tell your friends and family members about the important work we do
and ask them to join YOU in helping to make a difference. And then take a few minutes on March 26* to steer some money our way.
Just visit http://www.thebiggivesa.org and make your donation to the Texas Master Naturalist Lindheimer Chapter and to any of the
other great participating nonprofit organizations in our community.

Remember, every dollar counts! $10, $25, $50 or more. Any donation is gratefully appreciated. Thank you!
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Priner &F Together we can all make a difference ~ Naturally!
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Big Give 2020 Committee
Susan Bogle, Jane Schnell, Marilyn McFarland & Rich Nielson
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Event - City Nature Challenge

The City Nature Challenge is an international celebration of biodiversity in and around urban areas.
Normally cities compete to see who can make the most observations of nature, find the most species,
and get the most people involved. In 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City Nature Challenge
was not a competition, and instead focused on the collaborative aspect of people around the globe

connecting to and documenting nature in whatever way they were able. The City Nature Challenge was

founded and is organized by the Citizen/Community Science teams at the California Academy of
Sciences and the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. For more information visit
citynaturechallenge.org.

APRIL 2-27, 20_2}_)
City B |
Nature - 2}*
Challenge %
2020 '

Be a part of a global challenge
to see which city can

NATURAL
HISTORY

MUSEUM

For more information on the results of
the 2020 event, go to:

httpsy//citynaturechallenge.ory/

document the most wildllfe
specles. join local events,
make observations on your
own, or identify species using
the INaturalist app.

For more information and to
get involved in Texas, go to
tpwd.texas.gov/
naturechallenge

5 | TExAs [\
| Parrs & | %
(sl iNaturalist

—® CITY NATURE CHALLENGE THROUGH THE YEARS @—

2016 2017 2018 2019

2020

CITIES 2 16 68 159
COUNTRIES 1 1 17 28

OBSERVATIONS | 19,800 125,0008 441,000
SPECIES 2,500 600 18,000
OBSERVERS 1,000 4,000 17,000

244
40

963,000 815,000
31,000
32,000

32,600
41,000
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Texas Waters Specialist Certification in 2020

TO: LMN Members
FROM: Marilyn ] McFarland
RE: Certification as a Texas Waters Specialist in 2020

DATE: July 1, 2020

Hopefully, the next ‘in-person” Texas Waters Specialist Class will be in early

2021. For now, however, modifications to obtaining TWS certification AT

hours is offered by state in 2020. To obtain the 8 hours of AT needed to certify:

o Required: Read the Texas Waters Curriculum and take the chapter
quizzes (must pass with 100%, can be taken more than once)

o Attend the live waters webinars

o Previously recorded webinars can be viewed independently; small group
discussion through virtual platforms highly encouraged (currently, LMN
chapter does not offer this option).

The Texas Waters Curriculum is online. Here are the links to the program:
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/water-
education/texaswatersprogram/texaswatersspecialist

If you are going to certify, please let us know so that the Texas Waters AT
category is added to your VMS
profile. Email me at
LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com.
Use this email if you have any
questions or need clarification.

Remember, if you have already
certified as a Texas Waters Specialist,
you don’t need any more Texas
Waters AT, just 10 hours volunteer
service annually in water related
activities (part of your 40 hours).
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Electronic Lindheimer

Social & Online Media

Check us out on the internet, Amazon Smile, Facebook and Pinterest. Place your cursor on the
hyperlink, then press your ctrl button and click to follow the link. Designate us as your charity
under Amazon Smile.

Website:
Facebook:
Amazon Smile:

https:/ /txmn.org/lindheimer
https:/ /facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer
https:/ /smile.amazon.com/ - Designate Lindheimer Chapter

Sign Up Genius Links

AgrilLife Extension Gardens: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4fa9aa28abf58-bbwworkl.
Monthly Meeting Potluck: https:/ /www.sienupgenius.com/ go/60b094dacaa2ca0f94-lmnchapter

e 3 o 3 o 3 e e e e e e S e 3 e 3 e S e 3 e Sk

Contributing to Citizen Science: iNaturalist.org

“Citizen Science” is the participation of non-scientists in scientific research.
As naturalists, many of us already participate in citizen science projects
that contribute to the body of scientific knowledge about plants, animals &
insects: butterfly surveys, bird counts, plant identification. And we take
pictures - LOTS of pictures! Each picture is an observation and represents
an opportunity to increase the scientific knowledge of what, where &
when. One of the largest citizen science projects is iNaturalist, a world-
wide, on-line database of observations provided by citizen scientists like Master Naturalists.

From www.inaturalist.org : “If enough people recorded their observations, it would be like a
living record of life on Earth that scientists and land managers could use to monitor
changes in biodiversity, and that anyone could use to learn more about nature.” Here are
the numbers as of 6/25/2020. Take a look at Comal County!!! How to get started? Go to
www.inaturalist.org and sign up!

Location Observations Species Observers
World 41,835,820 283,240 1,136,143
Texas 3,241,844 21,698 67,798

Comal County 31,768 3,184 2,202

17


https://txmn.org/lindheimer
https://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4fa9aa28abf58-bbwwork1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b094dacaa2ca0f94-lmnchapter
http://www.inaturalist.org/
http://www.inaturalist.org/

Birds, Birds, Birds!
Photos by LMN Members

Top: Sara Cogar; Amber Lujan

Middle: Don Mathews, Don Bergquist,
Darlene Varga

Bottom: MJ McFarland, Joel Dunnington




