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Class Graduation – Congratulations! 
2024 Class Wrap-Up Texas Yellow Stars 

• Last class on 3rd December 
As of 11/22/24  
• 12 double certified 
• 5 certified 
▪ Two members – plan to finish the 
class & certify in 2025 
• Three members expected to reach 
40hrs by graduation or 12/31/24 

 
 

 
 
 
Class Instructors (L >R): Marcia Kelley, Tom 
Oldham, Mike Poffenberger and Director 
Caroline Broderick. Thank you all for serving 
& doing such a great job. 
 
 

Election Results 

The chapter elected the following officers for 2025: 

President – Susan Sommer 
Vice-President – Laurie Dugan 

Secretary – Rob Kyrouac 
Treasurer – Don Epps 

Thank You for Serving our Chapter! 
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Volunteer Site Highlight! 
by Amy Sharp, Member, Projects Committee 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lindheimer Projects 

Committee is highlighting volunteer opportunities in the Lindheimer Texas Master 

Naturalists newsletter! One or more sites will be shared quarterly to inform the LMN about 

the breadth of ways to support our community.  

 

Contact Amy at sharparama@gmail if you have a suggestion for a volunteer site highlight! 

 

The Headwaters at the Comal 

A 16-acre site at the headwaters of the Comal River where people can learn, have fun, and 

experience history and nature. We’re strengthening the relationship between the community 

and nature by showcasing the significance of the Comal Springs. The Headwaters has a great 

array of opportunities that support the mission. 

 

WHO/CONTACT 

• Katie Woollven - Assistant Manager  

•  kwoollven@headwatersatthecomal.org 

• 830-608-8937 

• Jack Downey - Programs and Restoration Coordinator 

• jdowney@headwatersatthecomal.org 

830-608-8927  

WHAT 

• Community Science - Birding, Bio-Blitzing, Butterfly Monitoring, Texas Stream Team 

• Site Work - Path & Swale Maintenance, Native Tree Care, Invasive Species 

Management, Composting, Erosion Control, Native Seed Collection 

• Education/Outreach - Youth Program Assistants, Docents, Spring/Summer Camp 

Assistants, Field Trip Assistants, Greeters 

mailto:kwoollven@headwatersatthecomal.org
mailto:jdowney@headwatersatthecomal.org
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• Administration - Office Assistants, Research Partners, Social Media Assistants 

 

 

WHEN 

• Volunteer opportunities are available on most Thursday and Saturday mornings, times 

vary by season and activity. 

• A regular guided tour on the 1st Saturday of each month. Greeters/docents are always 

helpful, times vary by season. Contact Katie for more info. 

WHERE 

• 333 E Klingemann St, NBTX 

• We meet for most volunteer opportunities in the warehouse or office before we begin. 

 

WHY IT MATTERS 

• The Headwaters at the Comal mission is to strengthen the connection between people 

and the environment by showcasing the importance of the Comal Springs system. The 

Headwaters is trying to transform this site into the premier nature education space in 

the area. 

• Educating the community about the significance of the Comal Springs, native 

ecosystems, Low Impact Development opportunities, and the importance of conservation 

is central to our approach. 

 

HOW TO GET STARTED! 

• Email Katie or Jack to 

get started or visit 

their website. Click the 

volunteer link under the 

Get Involved section on 

the front page. 

 

For more information on all 

projects approved by the 

chapter, go to our website: 

Projects & Opportunities 
 
 
 
 

 
Installing White Snakeroot -Photo by Jack Downey 

 

https://headwatersatthecomal.com/
https://headwatersatthecomal.com/get-involved/volunteer/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/projects-opportunities/
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February 

Our iNaturalist observations are more than just photos—they’re valuable contributions 
to science and conservation. By documenting the plants, animals, and fungi around us, 
we’re building a living record of the San Antonio Metro Area. This data helps scientists, 
conservationists, and decision-makers better understand and protect our ecosystems. 
Every observation we make is a piece of the puzzle, showing how nature is thriving or 
changing in our region. And the best part? We can do it while having fun and 
embracing some friendly competition—that’s what the City Nature Challenge is all 
about! 

Join the TEAM Tournament 
Let’s take our observations to the next level with the TEAM Tournament! It’s a chance 
for us to share our love of nature and iNaturalist in a fun, engaging way. Gather your 
friends and family into a team, give it a creative name (how about "Nature Nuts" or 
"The Oak Gall Gang"?), and register here: TEAM Registration Form. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsIA4gVWbsw_jBjph4_n26ySeGiOEtF6o0FKI3xQzQrXaAzg/viewform 

If you don’t have a team, no problem, we’ll happily assign you to one. Teams can have 
2-6 members, and together you’ll work to add as many iNaturalist observations as 
possible during the City Nature Challenge, April 25–28. 

Challenge yourself and your teammates to document the most observations and 
species—who will take home the titles? Prizes for the MOST OBSERVATIONS and MOST 
SPECIES will be awarded at our end-of-challenge celebration atBrackenridge Park, 
Koehler Pavilion on May 10, 6:00–8:00 pm. 

Start building your team now, and let’s help the San Antonio Metro Area claim the 
National Champion title once again! 

From Jane Weeden CNC Counties Coordinator 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsIA4gVWbsw_jBjph4_n26ySeGiOEtF6o0FKI3xQzQrXaAzg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsIA4gVWbsw_jBjph4_n26ySeGiOEtF6o0FKI3xQzQrXaAzg/viewform
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Chapter Information Page 

 
  

2024 CHAPTER LEADERSHIP 
 

OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT    Sue Sommer 
VICE PRESIDENT   Laurie Dugan 
SECRETARY    Rob Kyrouac 
TREASURER              Don Epps 
 
COMMITTEES 
Standing Committees 
Education – Caroline Broderick, Director 
Membership & Records – Cheryl Trock, Brian Trock (VMS) 
Outreach – Debbie Kyrouac 
Projects & Opportunities - Jeanie Springer 

 
Subcommittees 
Trunks – Deb Kyrouac 
Program to Assist Landowners (PAL) – Elisabeth Olszewski 
Community Recognition – VP 
Hospitality – VP 
New Class – President –Karla Roch                  
Photographer – Katie Johnson 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Director – MJ McFarland (Message Board) 
Out & About Calendar – Sara Riggs 

 
CHAPTER ADVISORS 
Craig Hensley, Texas Parks & Wildlife, Wildlife Tracker 
Jason Mangold, AgriLife 

 
 

The Lindheimer Quarterly Newsletter  
MJ McFarland – Editor 

Newsletter published quarterly by the Lindheimer Chapter, Texas 
Master Naturalist™ to communicate, educate & inform chapter 
members & the Hill Country Community.  Current and previous issues 
of The Quarterly are posted on the website www.txmn.org/lindheimer.  

 
 

How to CONTACT 
Email:  LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com 

 
Website:  https://txmn.org/lindheimer 

 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer/ 

 
Snail Mail:  Lindheimer Chapter 

c/o Comal County AgriLife 
325 Resource Dr. 

New Braunfels, TX 78132 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2024 MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS 
 
 

Meetings are held in-person  
every 3rd Thursday at 

Tye Preston Memorial Library 
5:45 pm – 7:30pm 

 
Some meetings will be held via Zoom only. 

Please be sure to check! 
 

Sign-up to bring snacks:  
Lindheimer Master Naturalists: Master Naturalist 

Chapter Meeting Snacks (signupgenius.com) 
 

2024 Board of Directors Meetings 
Every 4th Monday at 5:00 PM 

Meetings are via ZOOM 
All members welcome 

 
Find the link under Members (password 
protected) Members (txmn.org) 

 
Board Minutes available at: 
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-
members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/ 
 

http://www.txmn.org/lindheimer
mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
https://txmn.org/lindheimer
https://www.facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084EABAF23A7F49-47319378-master#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084EABAF23A7F49-47319378-master#/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/members-area/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/
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Lindheimer Chapter Members Win Photography Awards 
at the Texas Master Naturalist Program State Meeting, San Marcos 2024! 

Congrats to Caroline Broderick & Darlene Varga!!!! 
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Communications Photo Awards – October 2024 
 
 
  

1st Pole Possum – Justine Pacheco 
2nd Argiope – Teresa Turko 
3rd Meadows Center - Roch 
 

Ribbons are awarded monthly to the members whose photos receive the most “views” on 
our FaceBook page. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place ribbons will be presented at the monthly meetings.  
All you have to do is submit your photos to LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com.   

mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
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Communications Photo Awards – November 2024 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

1st Raccoon – Darlene Varga 
2nd MTPG – Sue Sommer 
3rd Deer Rope Update – Kris Moore 
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Communications Photo Awards – December2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1st Reindeer – Sue Sommer 
1st Muhly – Nancy DeMarco 
3rd Cactus – Karla Roch 
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2024 Monthly Social Media & Website Statistics 

 
2025 Chapter Dues 

 Members at the October Chapter Meeting approved annual membership dues of 
$25.00 per member commencing in 2023.  We’ve been needing a consistent source of income 
in order to support and expand the work we do.   
 Payment is due by March 1, 2025. If payment is not received, you will be moved to 
inactive status in the VMS. If dues pose a hardship, please notify President, Treasurer or 
Membership Director about assistance. 
 Make checks payable to “Texas Master Naturalist Lindheimer Chapter” and mail it to the 
Treasurer at: 

LMN Chapter Treasurer Don Epps 
250 Northridge Dr 

New Braunfels, TX 78132 
Payment may also be made at chapter meetings via check or cash. 
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Chapter Recertifications and Milestone Awards 
Thank you for your hard work & service to the Texas Hill County, Comal Count & Texas! 

Month Recertifications Milestone Awards 
January 
2024  

Susan Bogle, Trish Coons, Jim Jameson, Lois Ricci, Jeanie 
Springer, Brian Trock, Cheryl Trock, Darlene Varga 

500 HOURS: Trish Coons 

February 
2024  

Ellen Anderson, Don Bergquist, Edith Bergquist, Caroline 
Broderick, Beth Jameson, Valerie Lefebvre, Ron Lucik, 
Marilyn McFarland, Ellen Petray, Tom Petray, Mike 
Poffenberger 

250 HOURS: Tom Petray 
500 HOURS: Caroline Broderick 
1,000 HOURS: Ellen Petray 
2,500 HOURS: Jeanie Springer 
4,000 HOURS: Jim Jameson 

March 
2024 

Wendy Hill, Teresa Turko, Thomas Jones, Rhonda Neel, 
Sara Riggs, Debbie Kyrouac  

500 HOURS: Lisa Smith 

April 2024 Linda Bolano, Elizabeth Bowerman, Ron Butts, Heidi 
Case, Laurie Dugan, Joe Finneran, Gail Groves, Judy 
Henfey, Marcia Kelly, Hazel McCarthy, MV Poffenberger, 
Patricia Potterfield 

500 HOURS: Cynthia DeWitt 
4,000 HOURS: Rich Nielson 
5,000 HOURS: Edith Bergquist 

May 2024 Susan Sommer, Don Epps, Mike Roberts, Harry Ferrell, 
Rob Kyrouac, Jane Miller, Christy Martinez, Jane 
Finneran, Lisa Smith, Teresa St. John, Tom Oldham, 
Aleta Meyer, Mary Barr-Gilbert, Toni Wayne 

500 HOURS: Ron Lucik, Heidi Case 
1,000 HOURS: Mike Poffenberger 

June 2024 Lynn Boyd, Jim Doyle, Don Fletcher, 
Anne-Marie Kimbell, Evelyn Nielson, Rich Nielson, 
Scott Ofsdahl 

250 Hours: Marcia Kelly, Joni McGhee 

July 2024 John Davis, Dana Murray, Lori Largen, Julie Crouch, 
Nancy DeMarco, Steve Mato 

250 HOURS: Sara Mato, Steve Mato 
500 HOURS: Wendy Hill 

August 
2024 

Dick Bigelow, Gretchen Ferrell, Sarah Mato, Joni 
McGhee, Miguelita Scanio, Kelly Stinnette, Wesley 
Strong, Debbie Subke, Dwaine Vann 

500 HOURS: Lori Largen, Dana Murray 

September 
2024 

Craig Dillion, Pat Fletcher, Lesley Frowick, Howard 
Grove, Kathy Laney, Patty Luera, Steve Verschoyle, Dave 
Wright 

250 HOURS: Linda Bolano, Lynn Jones 
500 HOURS: Toni Wayne, Patricia Porterfield 
1,000 HOURS: Harry Ferrell 

October 
2024 

Vicki Baldwin, Pat Carnes, Stan Costantino, Shari 
Ferguson, Heidi Forgione, Kathy Lamon, Brenda Stoeck 

2,500 HOURS: Deb Kyrouac 

November 
2024 

Rosemary Melody, Sherri Green, Vanessa Brown, Mary 
Williams, David Gruener, Kris Moore Margaret 
Amspacher, Ron Stoeck, Leslie Prather-Forbi, Eric 
Weissgarber, Jack Olivier, Jamie Luera 

250 HOURS: Phillip Brown, Jennifer Formell 
1,000 HOURS: Sherri Green 

 

December 
2024 

Irene Newhall, Phillip Brown, Lynn Jones, Diane Kime, 
Kathy Olfsdahl, Margret Olivier, Justine Pacheco, Sydney 
Sharp, Loran Wilson, Cynthia DeWitt, Tanya Marroquin, 
Linda Valdez, Keith Landry (Double Certification) 

250 HOURS: Hazel McCarthy 
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Opportunity Codes for Documenting Your Hours in VMS 
 

Do you wonder sometimes how to enter your hours into the VMS?   
Here’s a guide!   

More info on the VMS here: txmn.org/lindheimer/report-your-hours/ 
Also, be on the lookout for Membership Chair Brian Trock’s explanations 

on the Message Board which explain the codes! 
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Monthly Chapter Meetings 
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Contributing to Citizen Science:  iNaturalist.org 
 

 “Citizen” Science is the participation of non-scientists in scientific 
research.  As naturalists, many of us already participate in community science 
projects that contribute to the body of scientific knowledge about plants, 
animals & insects: butterfly surveys, bird counts, plant identification.  And 
we take pictures – LOTS of pictures!  Each picture is an observation and 
represents an opportunity to increase the scientific knowledge of what, where 
& when.  One of the largest community science projects is iNaturalist, a 
world-wide, on-line database of observations provided by community 
scientists like Master Naturalists.   
 “If enough people recorded their observations, it would be like a living 

record of life on Earth that scientists and land managers could use to 
monitor changes in biodiversity, and that anyone could use to learn more 

about nature.”   How to get started?  Go to www.inaturalist.org and sign up! 
 

Here are the iNaturalist numbers as of January 20, 2025. Take a look at Comal County!!!  
As of 1/20/2025, Darlene Varga has 22,929 observations of 1,023 species!  Wow! 

 
 

 

   
 

 
The Electronic Lindheimer 

 
Website:   www://txmn.org/lindheimer/ Take a look around our website to see what’s available!  
 
 
 

Facebook:  www://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer 
Message Board: Takes the place of the weekly Ops & Info Email.  Find the Message Board on our 
website - txmn.org/lindheimer/message-board 

Location Observations Species Observers 
World 224,826,640 504,383 3,484,256 
Texas 11,486,043 28,883 187,657 
Comal County 182,663 5,589 7,147 

Photo of gray fox by Mike Poffenberger 

http://www.inaturalist.org/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/
https://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer

