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“Spider Web in the Morning Sun”  
Photo by LMN Member Ellen Anderson 

“Crab Spider” by Kathleen Scott 
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2024 Volunteer Hour Summary  
By Amy Sharp, LMN Member, Projects Committee 

 
WOW! In 2024 The Lindheimer Master Naturalists reported 
volunteering 12,819 hours at 25 different sites - this is an amazing 
contribution to the community. Bracken Cave Preserve 
volunteerism topped the list w 2,967 hours contributed by LMN 
volunteers. The LMN volunteers 
supported Bracken with Public 
Outreach, Nature/Public Access 
projects, Field Research (insects, 

birds, and trees), Natural Resource Management projects and 
Training & Education projects (guides/docents).  
 
2024 LMN VOLUNTEER HOURS 

The LMN volunteers spent 1,859 hours at the 
Madrone Pollinator Trail so be sure to go out and 
take a look at that hard work - springtime is the 
perfect time to go! 
The LMN chapter also contributed significant hours 
to the Guadalupe River State Park, Headwaters at the 
Comal, and the Canyon Lake Gorge. See below for a 
list of sites and 
hours. The list is also 
an easy way to 
discover sites that 
you may be 
interested in for new 
places to volunteer.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Location Hours 

Bracken Cave Preserve 2,967 

Madrone Trail Pollinator Garden 1,859 

Guadalupe River State Park 1,632 

Headwaters at the Comal 1,610 

Canyon Lake Gorge 1,440 

Tye Preston Memorial Library 895 

Agri-Life 765 

Guadalupe River North and South Trails 560 

New Braunfels Parks 263 

Heritage Museum 226 

Bamberger Ranch 111 

Old Tunnel State Park 87 

Cibolo Center For Conservation 80 

Mammen Family Public Library 70 

New Braunfels Public Library 61 

Spring Creek Gardens 53 

Mesquite Creek Wildlife Habitat 32 

New Life Children's Center 27 

River Chase 19 

Museum of Texas Handmade Furniture 16 

Warbler Woods 15 

Seminole Canyon State Park 12 

Government Canyon State Park 9 

Westside Community Center 5 

Heritage Village 5 

A big thanks to Brian and Cheryl Trock for ensuring all 
data entered meets the state guidelines - and thanks to the 
Trocks for compiling and organizing the 2024 data so we 
could share it with the LMN chapter. 
 

 

#PollinatorsForTexas 
#OurTexasOurFuture 
#TexasMasterNaturalist 
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Bracken Cave Preserve 
By Amy Sharp 

The Lindheimer Master Naturalist Projects 
Committee highlights volunteer opportunities in the 
Lindheimer Texas Master Naturalists newsletter. One 
or more sites will be shared quarterly to inform the 
LMN about the breadth of ways to support our 
community. 
BRACKEN CAVE PRESERVE 
Bracken Cave is the summer home of more than 15 
million Mexican free-tailed bats (Tadarida 
brasiliensis), making it the world’s largest known bat colony and one of the largest 
concentrations of mammals on earth. The preserve visitations are by reservation only. 
FUN FACTS 
• Lindheimer Master Naturalists volunteered over 1800 hours at the Bracken Cave Preserve in 2024 - 

the most of any volunteer site! 
• The Bracken Cave Preserve is developing a bird watching site with a bird blind looking over native 

plants and a water feature.  
WHO/CONTACT/How to get started: 
• Krystie Miner, Bracken Cave Preserve Project  Coordinator 

kminer@batcon.org (preferred) 
512-327-9721, ext 464 

WHAT 
• Community - Tabling at community events. 
• Site Work - Legacy Tree Surveys, Nest Box Tracking, Bird Surveys, Bioblitzes, Preserve Maintenance, 

Bird Feeder Filling, Butterfly Surveys. 
• Education/Outreach - Bat Flight Lead, Host, Tabling, Preserve Guide. 
• Administration – Managing field survey data. 
WHEN 
• Bat flights start in April and run through mid-September thus flight volunteer positions are focused 

in this timeframe. 
• Tree surveys, bioblitzes, and preserve maintenance occur throughout the year except in hottest 

summer months. 
• Nest Tracking and bird surveys are seasonal activities as are butterfly surveys. 
WHERE 

• 7515 Bracken Cave Rd, San Antonio, TX 78266 
WHY IT MATTERS 

• Bat Conservation International is restoring the Bracken Bat Preserve land to its former beauty and 
is raising money to one day open this site to the public for education and research about bats and 
Hill Country habitats. In the meantime, BCI hosts visitation nights for its members and partners 
during the summer months.  

New bird blind 
in progress! 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/www.batcon.org/experience-bats/bat-happenings/visit-bracken-cave-preserve/___.YXAzOmJhdGNvbjphOm86NTdlZmQ2M2EyMmY0NTVkZDk4ZTE0M2JhODI2YzNhMGU6NjphZmZiOjQ4ZTYzMjRiZDY0OGY1N2YyNTJkODkxNWFhNmRjZDVhZDJjZDM3YWZhNzJmNGE2Njc3NDEyMDJiMjJmYjUwZDg6cDpUOk4
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http:/batcon.org/bat-profiles/tadarida-brasiliensis___.YXAzOmJhdGNvbjphOm86NTdlZmQ2M2EyMmY0NTVkZDk4ZTE0M2JhODI2YzNhMGU6NjoxZTBmOmU5YmU4ZmEzNDExMDlhNmM3OWYwYmU4OTJkNTYxZWM2ZjFiODUxYTQ4N2IwOGYzNTI3ZjU0OTNhODVhMzU2MTE6cDpUOk4
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http:/batcon.org/bat-profiles/tadarida-brasiliensis___.YXAzOmJhdGNvbjphOm86NTdlZmQ2M2EyMmY0NTVkZDk4ZTE0M2JhODI2YzNhMGU6NjoxZTBmOmU5YmU4ZmEzNDExMDlhNmM3OWYwYmU4OTJkNTYxZWM2ZjFiODUxYTQ4N2IwOGYzNTI3ZjU0OTNhODVhMzU2MTE6cDpUOk4
mailto:kminer@batcon.org
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The Crested Caracara  

“Related to the typical falcons but very different 
in shape and habits, the Crested Caracara 
(Caracara plancus) is a strikingly patterned, 
broad-winged opportunist that often feeds on 

carrion. Aggressive, it may chase vultures away 
from road kills. Widespread in the American 
tropics, it enters our area only near the Mexican 
border and in Florida. 'Caracara' comes from a 
South American Indian name, based on the bird's 

call.” https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/crested-caracara 

“Crested Caracaras regularly walk or run on the ground. To get airborne they take a few 
running steps, lifting 
gently into the air. 
Once in flight, they 
fly with strong and 
slow wingbeats with 
their wings held flat, 
scanning for prey 
below. They keep 
territories year-round 
and are not social 
with other birds other 
than their mate 
during the breeding 
season.  

“Breeding birds tend to be more aggressive toward other Crested Caracaras and vultures at 
carcass sites, but seem more tolerant outside the breeding season and even roost 
communally at times. Pairs form year-round bonds with each other and stay together for 
several years. Pairs and family groups frequently preen each other, a behavior known as 
allopreening. Pairs maintain strict territorial boundaries, quickly chasing away intruders 
from the nest site during the breeding season. They are faithful to the nest site and return 
to the same site and sometimes the same tree year after year.” 
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Crested_Caracara/lifehistory 

Photo by Winnie Butts. 

Photo by 
Brian Trock. 
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Photo by 
Darlene Varga 

Photos by Don Epps 

Photo by Edith Bergquist 

Crested Caracaras, in contrast to most 
raptors, eat carrion as well as any animal they 
can catch. They are often seen perched on a 
fence post, tree or utility pole, scanning for 
live or dead prey or for vultures descending 
to a carcass. Early mornings and late 
afternoons are favored foraging times and 
they also search by flying low or walking on 
the ground. When prey is spotted from the 
air, they land and walk to it. (Morrison 
1996). 

The female usually lays 2 (range 1-4) 
cinnamon-colored eggs, blotched with 
various shades of brown. Incubation 
which lasts 30-33 (29-33, TBBA data) 
days is shared by the parents. The 
young birds leave the nest 7-8 weeks 
after hatching and are fed by both 
parents for at least another 2 months 
after fledging.  Fledglings may remain 
in their parents’ territory for as long as 
10 months after leaving the nest. Most 
pairs raise only 1 brood per year.  
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2025 CHAPTER LEADERSHIP 
 

OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT    Sue Sommer 
VICE PRESIDENT   Laurie Dugan 
SECRETARY    Rob Kyrouac 
TREASURER              Don Epps 
 
COMMITTEES 
Standing Committees 
Education – Caroline Broderick, Director 
Membership & Records – Cheryl Trock, Brian Trock (VMS) 
Outreach – Debbie Kyrouac 
Projects & Opportunities - Jeanie Springer 

 
Subcommittees 
Trunks – Deb Kyrouac 
Program to Assist Landowners (PAL) – Elisabeth Olszewski 
Community Recognition – Michael Buley 
Hospitality – Joni McGhee 
New Class Rep – Karen Meyer                  
Photographer – Skyler Rightmire 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Director – MJ McFarland 
Out & About – Sara Riggs 

 
CHAPTER ADVISORS 
Craig Hensley, Texas Parks & Wildlife, Wildlife Tracker 
Jason Mangold, AgriLife 

 
 

The Lindheimer Quarterly Newsletter  
MJ McFarland – Editor 

Newsletter published quarterly by the Lindheimer Chapter, Texas 
Master Naturalist™ to communicate, educate & inform chapter 
members & the Hill Country Community.  Current and previous issues 
of The Quarterly are posted on the website 
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/whats-new 

 
 

How to CONTACT 
Email:  LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com 

 
Website:  https://txmn.org/lindheimer 

 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer/ 

 
Snail Mail:  Lindheimer Chapter 

c/o Comal County AgriLife 
325 Resource Dr. 

New Braunfels, TX 78132 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2025 MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS 
 
 
 

Meetings are held in-person  
every 3rd Thursday at 

Tye Preston Memorial Library 
5:45 pm – 7:30pm 

 
Sign-up to bring snacks:  

Lindheimer Master Naturalists: Master Naturalist 
Chapter Meeting Snacks (signupgenius.com) 

 

2024 Board of Directors Meetings 
Every 4th Monday at 5:00 PM 

Meetings are via WEBEX 
All members welcome 

 
 
Find the Zoom link in Members (txmn.org) or check 
the calendar. 

 
Board Minutes available at: 
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-
members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/ 
 

https://txmn.org/lindheimer/whats-new
mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
https://txmn.org/lindheimer
https://www.facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084EABAF23A7F49-47319378-master#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084EABAF23A7F49-47319378-master#/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/members-area/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/chapter-info/lmn-board-members/lmn-board-minutes-archive/
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Communications Photo Awards – January, 2025 
 
 
  

1st Place – Laurie Dugan 
2nd Place – Edith Bergquist 
3rd Place – Caroline Broderick 
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Communications Photo Awards – February 2025 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1st Place – Edith Bergquist 
2nd Place – Anne Marie Kimbell 
3rd Place – Edith Bergquist 

Ribbons will be awarded to the members whose photos receive the most “views” 
on our FaceBook page each month. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place ribbons will be presented 
at the monthly meetings.  All you have to do is submit your photos to 
LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com.  Your photo will be posted on our page & I 
will send you an email that it has been posted.  If you don’t have a FB account – 
no problem!  I can take a screenshot & send it to you so you’ll know what it 
looks like!   Thanks! Marilyn McFarland, Communications 

mailto:LindheimerMNContact@gmail.com
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Communications Photo Awards – March 2025 
  

1st Place – Caroline Andrews 
2nd Place – Susan Bogle 
3rd Place – Loran Wilson 
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2025 Class: Painted Buntings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twenty-eight 
members of the 
community have 
committed to the 
year-long training 
to become 
Certified Texas 
Master Naturalists! 

  

Top row: Sue Sommer 
Bottom row: Skylar Rightmire 
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 Chapter Recertifications and Milestone Awards 
2025 Recertification Pin – Greater Roadrunner 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ACHIEVEMENT!  
THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS! 

 
Opportunity Codes for Documenting Your Hours in VMS 

Do you wonder sometimes how to enter your hours into the VMS?  Here’s a guide!  More info on the VMS here: 
Report Your Hours (txmn.org)   

Also, be on the lookout for Membership Chair Brian Trock’s emails which explain the codes! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Recertifications Milestone Awards 

Jan  Ellen Anderson, Susan Bogle, Ron Lucik, Jeanie 
Springer, Brian Trock, Darlene Varga 

 

250 HOURS: Ricky Corbell, Rosemary Melody 

Feb Don Bergquist, Edith Berquist, Caroline Broderick, 
Trish Coons, Don Epps, Wendy Harter, Tom Petray, 
Lois Ricci, Cheryl Trock 

250 HOURS: Wendy Harter 
1,000 HOURS: Trish Coons, Dave Wright 
5,000 HOURS: Lois Ricci 

 
Mar Carolyn Andrews, Richard Andrews, John Davis, 

Marian Henderson, Wendy Hill, Jim Jameson, Tim 
Killam, Anne-Marie Kimball, Deb Kyrouac, Jane 
Miller, Rhonda Neel, Ellen Petray, Mike 
Poffenberger, Amy Sharp, Teresa Turko 

4,000 HOURS: John Davis 
 

https://txmn.org/lindheimer/report-your-hours/
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Monthly Chapter Meetings 
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Contributing to Citizen Science:  iNaturalist.org 

 

 “Citizen” Science is the participation of non-scientists in scientific 
research.  As naturalists, many of us already participate in community science 
projects that contribute to the body of scientific knowledge about plants, 
animals & insects:  butterfly surveys, bird counts, plant identification.  And 
we take pictures – LOTS of pictures!  Each picture is an observation and 
represents an opportunity to increase the scientific knowledge of what, where 
& when.  One of the largest community science projects is iNaturalist, a 
world-wide, on-line database of observations provided by community 
scientists like Master Naturalists.   
 “If enough people recorded their observations, it would be like a living 

record of life on Earth that scientists and land managers could use to 
monitor changes in biodiversity, and that anyone could use to learn more 

about nature.”   How to get started?  Go to www.inaturalist.org and sign up! 
 

Here are the iNaturalist numbers as of April 30. 2025. Take a look at Comal County!!! 
 
 

 

   
 

 
The Electronic Lindheimer 

 
 
Website:   www://txmn.org/lindheimer/ Take a look around our website to see what’s available!  
 
 
 

Facebook:  www://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer 
 
  

Location Observations Species Observers 
World 240,198,850 516,758 3,634,882 
Texas 12,367,757 53,676 197,387 
Comal County 204,511 5,800 7,605 

Photo of gray fox by Mike Poffenberger 

http://www.inaturalist.org/
https://txmn.org/lindheimer/
https://facebook.com/txmn.lindheimer
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2025 Chapter Dues 
 Members at the October Chapter Meeting approved annual membership dues of 
$25.00 per member commencing in 2023.  We’ve been needing a consistent source of income 
in order to support and expand the work we do.   
 Payment is due by March 1 of each year.  If payment is not received by January 31, 
2024, you will be moved to inactive status in the VMS. If dues pose a hardship, please notify 
President, Treasurer or Membership Director about assistance. 
 Make checks payable to “Texas Master Naturalist Lindheimer Chapter” and mail it to the 
Treasurer at: 

LMN Chapter Treasurer Don Epps 
250 Northridge Dr 

New Braunfels, TX 78132 
Payment may also be made at chapter meetings via check or cash. 

 If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact our President, Treasurer, or 
Membership Director.   Thank you for volunteering with LMN! 
************************************************************************************************************************* 

 
  


