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OPENING NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
What a wet spring we’ve had!! Despite the rain, I hope that you’ve found an
opportunity to get outdoors and enjoy the cooler temperatures, beautiful wild!owers,
and all the other blessings that nature has for us this time of year. I hate to admit it,
but I have found myself complaining on more than one occasion about the continual
downpour because it has interrupted my plans and kept me indoors. I have to
frequently remind myself that the rain is necessary for all the beautiful things that I
enjoy in nature. And just like the rain has fostered an abundance of new growth, I am
con"dent that our time apart can have the same e#ect. The last year of restrictions
and isolation has given us a time to re!ect, explore, and brainstorm on ways that we
can carry out our chapter’s mission. And when we do come back together with fresh
excitement and new ideas, our chapter will grow and !ourish! 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation this past year as we made drastic
changes in the way we met, learned, and volunteered. We should be able to return to
face-to-face meetings very soon so be on the lookout for that announcement! We will
also continue to o#er a virtual option for those that wish to attend from home. As we
slowly return to normal, I can’t wait to see you all again (and meet some of you for the
"rst time), share ideas and put them into action as we continue to carry out our
mission to “provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to the bene"cial
management of natural resources and natural areas.”

Thanks for all you do,
Katie Moses
prairieoaksmasternaturalist@gmail.com
katiemmoses@hotmail.com

CALENDAR       

NOTE:  All meetings will be virtual until further notice.

June 17th:  6:oop Chapter Meeting, 7:00p "Ecoregions of North Central Texas" by
Meghan Peoples, Ecological Horticulturist 

October 21-24, 2021:  Texas Master Naturalist Annual State Meeting in Irving, TX
 

KUDOS!

 Initial Certi!cation

Taylor Breeden--she completed initial training and initial certi"cation in May

Re-certi!cation

Linda Wood (March)
Lynn Wood (March)
Bill Hopkins (April)
Marsha Stephens (May)

250 Hours Milestone

Bruce Bradshaw

500 Hours Milestone

Bill Hopkins

Spring 2021 Training Class

Kaesey Browne
Layne Cassidy
Jenny Chlipala
Monica Cortez
Alice Johnston
Patrick Johnston
Jane Joelley
Stephanie Keith
Sierra Oguzhan
Matt Olszewski
Jordan Senn
Kyle Watter
Kirsten Wunrow

A Special Thank You
Thank you to Ann and Bob Wood for all the time they have dedicated to creating the Side Oats
Notes! Since going through the training class in 2018, Bob and Ann have both achieved the 250-hour
milestone. On top of doing the quarterly newsletter, they have led bird walks, shared their
knowledge and love of nature with our chapter and other organizations, assisted with the Bosque
River Trail Nature Center and Possum Kingdom Fish Hatchery Trail, and much more. They will be
leaving Texas soon, and while they will be greatly missed, we wish them the best as they embark on
this new adventure.

What's in a Ditch?
Article by Stephanie Keith
Photos contributed by Linda Wood and Stephanie Keith

In June as many as a dozen species may burst their buds on a single day.  No man can heed
all of these anniversaries; no man can ignore all of them. ~ Aldo Leopold

Life was teeming at The Ditch as we waded through the sea of vetch and giant
mosquitos during the BioBlitz conducted on May 13th.  The spur of the moment event
was an overall successful event that will be used as a baseline as we work to restore
the landscape in the coming months. 
 
BioBlitz Summary:  We had 3 observers and 249 observations!  A special thank you to
Lynn and Linda Wood for coming out to blitz with us.  The following are the stats so
far:

Plants:  117
Insects:  11
Arachnids:  1
Reptiles:  1
Other Animals:  1
Fungi:  3 

If you would like to check out the project on iNaturalist you can "nd it
at https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/what-s-in-a-ditch.
 
If you would like to learn more about The Ditch, please visit
https://www.middletrinitygcd.org/the-project.
 

Western Honey Bee (Apis mellifera)
Photo by Linda Wood

Pink Lady (Oenothera speciosa)
Photo by Stephanie Keith

American Lady (Vanessa virginiensis)
Photo by Linda Wood

Seven-spotted Lady Beetle (Coccinella
septempunctata)
Photo by Linda Wood

Canada Wild Rye (Elymus canadensis)
Photo by Stephanie Keith

Curly Dock (Rumex crispus)
Photo by Stephanie Keith

Member Spotlight: Layne Cassidy
Article by Layne Cassidy

Layne is a native Texan, born in Dallas,  and raised there until moving to Stephenville
at the age of 14.  She lives on her family’s farm, 8 miles south of Stephenville. The
bene"ts of the outdoors, the importance of agriculture, and sharing the love of the
land with others have always been part of her values.

After graduating from Stephenville High School in 2007, Layne attended Texas A&M
University where she completed a degree in communication. She then moved to
Austin where she began a career in technology and entrepreneurship. In 2015 she
graduated with an MBA with a focus in Digital Media Management from St. Edward’s
University in Austin. Since then, she has worked at several technology startups as a
project and operations manager. Currently, she is working in sales and operations for
a travel technology company, where she manages enterprise customers, company
projects, and technology development. 

Layne attributes her love of nature to her family’s agricultural roots and her passion
for spending time outside. Her family has always been a farming family and through
that, she saw the appreciation and responsibility that land ownership entails. The
Winters Boucher Bosque River Farm has been in her family since 1872. They recently
received the Family Land Heritage Award for more than 100 years of continuous
agricultural production by the same family; 7 generations have lived and worked on
the farm. Growing up, Layne and her family spent their family vacations camping at
the lake and learning about the farm from her grandparents.

After going to Big Bend and experiencing her "rst national park in 2015, she
developed an even greater appreciation for the natural world. Since then, she has
visited countless state parks across Texas and beyond, and has visited 26 national
parks. From road trips to Oregon and Idaho, to spending weekends in the East Texas
forests, to backpacking Caprock Canyons, she enjoys hiking, camping, backpacking,
and spending time with family and friends in nature. She’s looking forward to a
backpacking trip through Yosemite in June, and she recently completed building a
camper in the back of her truck. She hopes to visit every Texas state park and national
park one day. Her two dogs, Sandy and Sammy, are also avid campers and hikers, and
enjoy the sights and smells of the farm, as well as adventuring across the country with
her.

She became interested in the Texas Master Naturalist program because she was
looking for a way to give back to her community and learn more about land
stewardship. She believes service to your community is important, and the Texas
Master Naturalist program aligns with her passions. She joined the Prairie Oaks
Chapter because learning about this ecosystem allows her to educate her family and
friends and provide service to her community. Her greatest takeaway from the Master
Naturalist experience so far is all of the knowledge she has gained from initial training.
She has found learning about native plants and rangeland most enjoyable so far!  She
says it has been such a fun and ful"lling experience to learn with and meet others who
have the same passion for nature and natural resources. She is so excited to meet
more of the members in person and work together on volunteer projects. 

Layne is the new producer of the Prairie Oaks Chapter newsletter. If you would like to
include a submission in a future newsletter, please email her at
emilylaynecassidy@gmail.com. 

 
Nature in Poetry
Contribution by Bob Wood
 
One thing poets often possess is heightened sensory perception or awareness. They
see things others don’t or experience things in a way that informs the reader and
brings awareness to a situation that would not otherwise be there. When I read this
poem by Kim Sta#ord I visualize in a macro-sense the Rio Grande Wildlife Corridor
started in 1979, which has been endangered and interrupted by the border wall
project. Wildlife corridors are tracts of land or habitat that are linked to allow wildlife
to travel from one location to another to "nd food, shelter, a mate and a place to raise
their young. This project is worthy of our attention and support. See Friends of the
Wildlife Corridor. 
 

Puddle Jumper 

From above you can chart migration maps of trouble
for every long-!yer beating north or south—duck,
hawk, swan, goose, swallow, tanager, wren—peering down
to the red-lit blur of roads, cities bristling blinding light,
interchange knot, tangle of wires tethered to slave trees,
ancient marsh gone to blacktop skin, the lacy skein of the river’s
former wanderings now in a fast run—but there,
in a glittering seam somehow left beside the highway, two ducks
freighted with fatigue "nd a watery remnant beckoning. And veer
down in a stall, fall from the sky and splash a gash
into a patch of heaven.
 
Beside frenzied roads, between "elds, in some margin forsaken
by human cleverness two pilgrim ducks in a ditch stitch one shred
of Eden to the next on their journey, wild refugees seeking
episodes of rest.
 
In spite of all we’ve done wrong, the beauty is this for duck
and hummingbird, for fox or mouse, owl or butter!y—there are
these lands yet wild in coalition that hold just enough in knit thickets,
meadows, prairies, lazy streams and brimming seams of earth,
refuge of a lone tree, forgotten "eld, a grove left standing
or a watershed somehow outside our busyness.
 
Human chance shall be judged
by two ducks free from a ditch lifting o#, !ying high
to look down on what we’ve left for them,
            and for our own young kin.

~ Kim Sta#ord

Kim Sta#ord is a writer and teacher in Oregon, and founding director of the Northwest
Writing Institute at Lewis and Clark College. He served as Poet Laureate of Oregon,
2018-2020 and his latest book of poetry (from which this poem was taken) is Singer
Come from Afar (Red Hen Press) concerning which one reviewer wrote “ Here is a bard
of small creatures and gentle gestures who believes that art can help heal the wounds
we’ve in!icted on Earth, our fellow species, and one another.”
 

What's Up at The Gardens
Article authored by Peggy Tolboom, with contributions from Marsha Stephens

To enhance readability of this article, scienti"c names are listed at the end.

Summer is at hand and May brought plentiful rains to Erath County, bene"ting the
pollinator garden at the Bosque River Nature Center.  There should be a special term
for successful stands of Mexican hats (prairie cone!owers), like the terms for !ocks of
di#erent species of birds.  So what we have at the pollinator garden might be called an
“ocean’ of Mexican hats, or at least a “wave” or maybe a “fog”; you get the picture. 
Fortunately, these proli"c natives are also great favorites of insect pollinators, and
very hardy throughout the summer.  The garden is daily expanding a glorious !ower
display, including autumn sage, Engelmann daisy, Texas lantana, obedient plant,
Henry Duelberg sage, red yucca, western primrose, pink evening primrose and
clasping cone!ower. Oh, and don’t forget Mexican hats. 

Sphinx Moth on Texas Lantana Carpenter Bee on Henry Duelberg Sage

Chapter members have been working together and individually to rescue the
pollinator plants in the beds from the clutches of a spring plague of non-native and
native aggressors.  The most troublesome non-natives include garden vetch, dock,
cheat grass, and of course our perennial nemesis Bermuda grass.  In addition to
these, there are two native species that are producing challenges.  Tie-vine (sharp-pod
morning glory) appeared in the beds last year and quickly spread over a large area of
both sides of the central portion of the garden.  Although various insects do use the
!owers of this species, the vines grow rapidly and overwhelm other species, notably
the obedient plants, rock roses, sages and Turk’s cap.  The plant establishes a dense
network of tuber-like roots that is di$cult to remove e#ectively.  So far, our strategy is
to just keep digging out as much as possible everywhere it appears.  The other invader
is actually not new.  A black locust sapling appeared in the beds in 2018 and is now a
small tree.  The locust is a desirable species because it !owers in early spring and the
blooms are wonderfully fragrant and attractive to insects (although this locust has
never yet produced any !owers).  The down side is that the locust has now begun
sending up root sprouts all over the garden at distances up to 20 feet away from the
parent tree.  In the interest of avoiding transformation of the garden into a locust
forest…...another target for removal as they appear. 

Garden Vetch Cheat Grass

An important feature of successful pollinator gardens is plant diversity; literally the
more species of plants, the more species of insects that can be attracted and
supported.  At the Bosque River Nature Center, it has been a process of trial and
error.  Many of the plants that were originally planted in the garden during 2017 and
2018 have not survived, for reasons that are not always obvious.  Although the garden
was established to feature plants that are native to Texas, some that were planted do
not grow wild in this area of Texas, which may explain some of the losses.  Factors that
have likely a#ected survival include insu$cient moisture during summer dry periods,
occasional !ooding resulting in standing water for up to a week, and winter cold
spells.  In one instance, we know a plant succumbed to insect attack; a Texas
mountain laurel died after being stripped of leaves by genista caterpillars.  Other early
plantings that perished include Eve’s necklace, !ame acanthus, and Mexican buckeye. 
Sometimes we just have to think of it as natural selection in action.

Fortunately, chapter members who support the Nature Center have contributed new
and replacement plantings of pollinator-friendly natives, in a continuing e#ort to "nd
species that will thrive in the location and enrich the garden’s diversity.  Recent
successful additions include fall aster, Maximilian sun!ower, new spineless cactus
(replacing those that su#ered winter kill in 2019), new orange zexmenia (replacing one
lost to 2021 winter storm), and new Texas sage (replacing one lost to 2021 winter
storm), antelope-horn milkweed, Lindheimer’s beeblossom, and purple cone !ower. 
Along with the never-ending work to remove invasives from the beds, volunteers must
also routinely clear vegetation from the gravel pathway, and maintain a cleared bu#er
strip around the outer perimeter of the beds.  Our rewards come from the
camaraderie of a joint project, soaking up the beauty of the garden and surrounding
undeveloped woodland, the surprises of bounteous wildlife great and small, and the
many gracious thanks, questions and compliments of those passing by on the Bosque
River Trail.  All of these lend a special sweetness to our sweat equity.

Black Locust Root Sprout Tie-vine Showing Roots

For those unfamiliar with the Bosque River Nature Center, it is a development project
on the Bosque River Trail in Stephenville, and is a collaborative e#ort between
Tarleton State University (TSU), the City of Stephenville and the Prairie Oaks Chapter of
Texas Master Naturalists.  In addition to the pollinator garden plantings, bird feeders,
bird houses, and educational signage have been installed.    There is also an
embryonic prairie development area, which is envisioned to demonstrate the
grasslands featured in the savannah ecotype of the Western Cross Timbers.  In 2019, a
grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service
was awarded to TSU to support development of additional features to enhance bird
usage and bird viewing opportunities at the site.  This project has included planting
native trees and shrubs, including ash, soapberry, pecan, mulberry, elderberry,
American beautyberry, redbud, and even a !owering dogwood.  An irrigation system
was also purchased via the grant, and installed by chapter volunteers.  To use Jackie
Gleason’s old terminology, there was a recent “revolting development” for this project. 
A smooth sumac sapling was lost to apparent vandalism.  Members found an empty
hole where the sapling had been, and no other signs that might indicate a wildlife
culprit.  Smooth sumac berries are a good food source for many birds and the leaves
provide striking fall color in the landscape.  Although common in nature, it is di$cult
to "nd stock in plant nurseries, so this loss was especially sad.  The City of Stephenville
was noti"ed and various measures are under consideration to discourage future
thefts.

So life goes on and the opportunity for service adventures await those who join in the
e#orts at the Nature Center.  Come for a group work session, or we can provide
guidance for working independently, or just come for a visit to experience the delights
of the pollinator garden with photo opps amidst …….. for sure Mexican hats! 

Bosque River Nature Center contacts: 

Bill Hopkins: bill@prairiepoint.net
Peggy Tolboom: equest@dairysolutionsinc.com      

Scienti"c names for species mentioned in this article:

American beautyberry (Callicarpa americana)
antelope-horn milkweed (Asclepias asperula)
ash (Fraxinus sp.)
autumn sage (Salvia greggii)
Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon)
black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)
cheat grass (Bromus tectorum)
clasping cone!ower (Dracopis amplexicaulis)
dock (Rumex sp.)
elderberry (Sambucus nigra)
Engelmann’s daisy (Engelmannia peristenia)
Eve’s necklace (Styphnolobium a!ne)
fall aster (Symphyotrichum oblongifolium)
!ame acanthus (Aniscanthus quadri"us)
!owering dogwood (Cornus #orida)
garden vetch (Vicia sativa)
genista caterpillars (Uresiphita reversalis)
Henry Duelberg sage (Salvia farinacea)
Lindheimer’s beeblossom (Oenothera lindheimeri)
Maximilian sun!ower (Helianthus maximiliani)
Mexican buckeye (Ungnadia speciosa)
Mexican hat (Ratibida columnifera)
obedient plant (Physostegia intermedia)
orange zexmenia (Wedelia acapulcensis)
pecan (Carya illinoinensis)
pink evening primrose (Oenothera speciosa)
purple cone!ower (Echinacea purpurea) 
red mulberry (Morus microphylla)
red yucca (Hesperaloe parvi#ora)
redbud (Cercis canadensis)
smooth sumac (Rhus glabra)
soapberry (Sapindus saponaria)
spineless cactus (Opuntia ellisiana)
Texas lantana (Lantana urticoides, formerly horrida)
Texas mountain laurel (Sophora secundi#ora)
tie-vine/sharp-pod morning glory (Ipomoea cordatotriloba)
western primrose (Calylophus hartwegii)
 

A Thought for Today
We end, I think, at what might be called the standard paradox of the twentieth
century: our tools are better than we are, and grow better than we do. They su!ce to
crack the atom, to command the tides. But they do not su!ce for the oldest task in
human history: to live on a piece of land without spoiling it. ~ Aldo Leopold, 1938
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