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LOCALE V E N T S

ROLLING PLAINS CHAPTER — 1 — TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

DECEMBER 5: Christmas Party 
is at 6:00pm at the Letter Carrier 
Union Hall, 5310 Southwest Park-
way and NOT AT MSU. There will 
be a “bad Santa” gift exchange.

DECEMBER 23: Penitentiary 
Hollow Wild Walk at Lake Min-
eral Wells State Park & Trailway 
from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Explore 
beautiful sandstone formations in 
remote areas only accessible on 
this guided hike. Join Park Ranger 
David Owens on a wild walk, crawl 
and scoot through some of the most 
remote areas of beautiful Peniten-
tiary Hollow. This is a strenuous 
walk involving some crawling 
through tight spaces in rock cracks, 
crevices and short caves.Expect to 
get dirty!
Reservations are required. Call 
940-328-1171 ext 222.
Held at Lake Mineral Wells State 
Park, 100 Park Road 71, Mineral 
Wells, TX, 76067. The program is 
free with paid park entrance fee or 
a State Park Pass.

DECEMBER 30: Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count for Wichita 
County.
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President Report
by Terry McKee

Christmas is fast approaching.

Make plans to attend the chapter’s annual Christmas party, Tuesday, De-
cember 5, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Letter Carrier Union Hall , 5310 
Southwest Parkway, next door to Wichita Valley Landscaping.

For a measly $5, members and guests can enjoy lasagna, salad and bread 
from Luigi’s.  If you have not already paid Larry, he will be happy to take 
your money that night.  Members are encouraged to bring a dessert or 
small finger food.  We will serve tea.

Following the meal, we will have our famous (or infamous) Bad Santa 
gift exchange.  It’s a fun free-for-all, and all you have to do to participate 
is bring an inexpensive gift to put under the tree (think reuse, recycle- 
books and field guides always cause a commotion).

It’s hard to believe 2017 is at an end.  It has been a great year for the Roll-
ing Plains Chapter and with such eager and committed members, we have 
made a mark in our community. 
 
The best Christmas present has been serving with the many people that 
make up our chapter, and I hope you all feel the same way.  I couldn’t 
think of a nicer group of people with which to be associated.

Here is wishing you all a Merry Christmas!

CONGRATULATIONS!

Joy Parsons has reached
recertification for 2017.

Invasive Frogs Give Invasive Birds
a Boost in Hawaii

Puerto Rican coqui frogs (Eleutherodactylus coqui) were accidentally in-
troduced to Hawaii in the 1980s, and 
today there are as many as 91,000 
frogs per hectare in some locations. 
New research has found that native 
birds were unaffected, while some 
non-native birds were more abundant, 
in the presence of the frogs. Read 
more at phys.org.
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Hello!  
There is a volunteer opportunity for 
you to help out with City View El-
ementary Science Club after school 
event on December 11, Monday, 
from 3:30 to 4:30 pm.  

Everything will all be set up and 
ready, but it would be GREAT to 
have about 7 people who would 
come to be in charge on one of the 
following plants on display:

• Prickly Pear
• Plains Yucca
• American LotusBald 
• Cypress
• Maximilian Sunflower
• Cattail
• Little Bluestem
• Honey Mesquite

The kids will rotate through each 
display to look over and learn about 
these plants and their adaptations 
and then they will participate in the 
AMAZING ADAPTATION RACE! 
They will follow clue cards to go 
from one display to the next to test 
their knowledge of these plants.  
This will be a FUN and EDUCA-
TIONAL activity to help.

I would love to have at least 7 
people sign up to help out.  I prom-
ise that it will be simple and fun for 
you! 
 
If this works out, we might could 
use this at the Home and Garden 
Show (possibly).

It would be SO GREAT to have 
volunteers to help with this if pos-
sible.  I know that this is during day 
work hours, but if you can help at 
all, please let me know!  

You can call me at 940-867-3006 
or email me back.

If you want to choose a particular 
plant, let me know!  I will put you 
down when I hear from you.

Thanks,

Lynn Seman
HOPE THAT YOU CAN HELP!!!!

Volunteer Project
for December

Rolling Plains Chapter Plants
a Demonstration Plot at Lake Wichita
On November 5, members gathered at the Lake Wichita spillway to plant 
a demonstration plot for the city of Wichita Falls.  The plot contains flow-
ers that will benefit pollinators.

Photos by Terry McKee

Members rake thatch  as the first step to prep the plot for planting.

Members add compost to the planting area.

Members spread the flower seed.
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Chapter Contacts:
Terry McKee, President 766-4097, dgm59@aol.com; Kay Murphy, Vice President 704-0406, kay_vince@sb-
cglobal.net; Lynn Seman, Secretary, 867-3006, rlynnseman@gmail.com; Larry Snyder, Treasurer 569-4534, 
lastime64@gmail.com
Committees Chairperson:
Paula Savage, Newsletter Editor and Designer 691-0231, pasavage@sbcglobal.net; Tami Davis, Website 
Manager 224-013, tamieducator@gmail.com; Dian Hoehne, Communication Chair 692-7234
Advisor:  Robert Mauk, TPWD Advisor 766-2383, Robert.Mauk@tpwd.Texas.gov

The worlds small-
est bird is the ‘bee 

hummingbird’ found in 
Cuba. Females weigh 2.6 
g (0.092 oz.) and are 6.1 
cm (2.4 in) long, and are 
slightly larger than males, 
with an average weight of 

1.95 g (0.069 oz.) and length of 5.5 cm (2.2 in).

How to Read Nature
by Tristan Gooley
Hardback: 160 pages
ISBN- 978-1615194292
Price: $9.39 on Amazon

“For those inclined to solve mys-
teries written into the landscape, 
this author’s lead is one they’ll 
want to follow.”—The Wall Street 
Journal

When most of us go for a walk, 
a single sense—sight—tends to 
dominate our experience. But when 
New York Times–bestselling author 
and expert navigator Tristan Gool-
ey goes for a walk, he uses all five 
senses to “read” everything nature 
has to offer. A single lowly weed 
can serve as his compass, calendar, 
clock, and even pharmacist.

In How to Read Nature, Gooley 
introduces readers to his world—
where the sky, sea, and land teem 
with marvels. Plus, he shares 15 
exercises to sharpen all of your 
senses. Soon you’ll be making your 
own discoveries, every time you 
step outside!

Snake saliva not only 
eases swallowing by 

lubrication, but also con-
tains powerful enzymes 
to break down tissues 
and even egg shells. But 
snakes generally cannot 
digest keratin (claws, hair) 
or chitin (arthropod exo-
skeleton).

Flamingos can only eat 
when their heads are 

upside down. Because 
the flamingo must use its 
beak in an upside-down 
manner, the beak has 
evolved to reflect this. 
The flamingo’s top beak functions like the bottom beak of 
most birds, and vice versa. Flamingos are among the very 
few animals that are able to move their top jaw while eating.

Home and Garden show tickets: I have a list of folks that have 
asked for tickets. Tickets are $6 each. They will be available at the 
December party, at the January meeting and February meeting as 
well.
 
2018 dues will soon be payable: Dues are $15 for a single and $25 
for a couple. Dues are a requirement to remain an active member.
 
PLEASE keep in mind that I don’t maintain a change fund. So 
exact cash or check is always appreciated for any payment made to 
the chapter. So if you hand me a $20 bill for a $15 single dues pay-
ment, don’t be surprised if I ask you if the extra $5 is a donation to 
the chapter. :-D
  
You can always send me your dues payment to my home address:
 
1020 Pawhuska Ln
Burkburnett TX 76354-2815

Just a Few Reminders
Larry Snyder


