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LOCALE V E N T S

ROLLING PLAINS CHAPTER — 1 — TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST

MAY 7: Rolling Plains Chapter 
training meets in Bolin Science 
Hall room 213 at Midwestern 
State University Time: 7:00 PM. 
The program:  Debra Halter will 
talk about the dragonflies of Wich-
ita County.

MAY 9: After School Fishing with 
Campfire Kids at South Weeks 
Park from 4:30 to 6:00pm. Spon-
sored by TPWD

MAY 11: Bird Walk at Lake Ar-
rowhead State Park with Penny  
Meet at dump station area at 
8:00am.

MAY 11: Possible horned lizard 
survey at LASP 9:30am. Contact 
Lynn Seman.

MAY 11: Possible water testing. 
Contact Megan.

MAY 14: Plant Adaptations for 
5th graders at West Foundation 
Elementary from  noon to 3:00pm. 
Contact Lynn Seman to help.

MAY 18: Night Sounds at Lake 
Mineral Wells State Park & Trail-
way from 8:30pm to 10:00pm. Lis-
ten to the sounds of a Texas night. 
Actual and recorded sounds of the 
insects, birds, frogs and mammals 
will be heard and identified with 
slides of the animals. 

ROLLING PLAINS
CHAPTER

Texas Master Naturalists

Presidents Report
To say this has been a strange training class, would be putting it mildly.  
The trainees have been excellent but the weather has put a damper on 
things.  The first field trip was cancelled due to storms- and has been 
rescheduled to May 4. 
 
The second field trip to Lake Arrowhead started out decent, but around 
8:30 am, a front blew in and while waiting for the class, Lynn, Laura, 
Debra and I watched the storm front surge across the lake, scattering 
fisherman ahead of the heavy rain and wind, and creating white caps.  As 
if that wasn’t bad enough, the power was out at the park and Ranger L 
had to give her talk in the dark, making the rounds with her laptop in her 
hand.  Of course, then Murphy’s law kicked in.  As she finished her talk, 
the power came back on.  By that time the storm had blown past us and 

we were able 
to walk the trail 
and do training 
on i-naturalist.

The third field trip was also cancelled due to rain.  Hackberry Flat is not a 
place to be when the roads are saturated. Isn’t that right, Larry and Judy?  
Hackberry Flat wetland class has been rescheduled to May 11.  We apolo-
gize for the training class wrapping up after May 11th.  To those trainees 
that have missed a few classes, do not give up on us, as we will have op-
portunities  for you to certify.  And you do have until next May to finish 
training and earn your certificate.
 
Thanks to Megan Sternadel for do-
ing an advanced training session on 
Stream Team.  Everyone had fun 
while learning what is done to test 
for water quality. — Terry McKee

Laura Clepper 
displays skulls 
and pelts to the 
trainees.

Megan teaches trainees and mem-
bers how to test the waters.

photo by Debra Halter.
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How the Monarch Butterfly
Population is Measured

Rolling Plains Chapter 
Members Attend

the Dallas Monarch 
“Train the Trainer” 

Workshop

by David Mizejewski

The recent announcement that the 
overwintering monarch butterfly 
population has increased 144 per-
cent since last year is great news, 
but might be a bit confusing. Aren’t 
monarch butterflies still in trouble? 
How many actual butterflies are 
there?

Part of the confusion is because 
there are two populations of mon-
archs, the eastern and the western. 
The eastern population, found east 
of the Rockies, makes up the vast 
majority of the North American 
monarch population and migrates 
to a specific area in Mexico for 
the winter, known as the Monarch 
Butterfly Biosphere Reserve. The 
western population is smaller and 
migrates to a much wider area 
along the central and southern Cali-
fornia coast, collecting in scattered 
groupings at lower densities than 
their eastern counterparts.

Unfortunately, while the eastern 
population has seen encourag-
ing growth this year, the western 
population is not faring as well. 
The western population continues 
to plummet and is down over 86 
percent since last year and is over 
99 percent down from the popula-
tion high in the 1980s. If you’re 
confused because you’re hearing 
seemingly conflicting reports about 
the monarch population, it’s likely 
because the news was focusing on 
different populations.

The way in which the two popu-
lations are measured is different 
too. World Wildlife Fund Mexico 
and the Monarch Butterfly Bio-
sphere Reserve measure the eastern 
monarch population in hectares, 

the area the overwintering insects 
cover, not by individual butterflies. 
This is in part because there’s not a 
reliable way to count the individual 
insects due to the sheer number 
of butterflies and density in which 
they gather. Different scientific 
efforts have estimated that there 
can be anywhere from 10 and 50 
million butterflies per hectare, but 
that’s such a wide possible range 
that it’s not particularly useful. Be-
cause the eastern monarchs concen-
trate so tightly at the overwintering 
grounds in Mexico, measuring the 
population in hectares gives a reli-
able evaluation of its year-to-year 
increase or decrease.

The western population does not 
concentrate in such tight numbers, 
and due to this, and the fact that 
there are far fewer butterflies in 
the western population overall, it’s 
possible to estimate the number 
of individual butterflies during the 
Western Monarch Thanksgiving 
Count, a citizen science effort coor-
dinated by Xerces Society.

So the population numbers for the 
two populations are apples and 
oranges, one measured in area and 
one measured in individuals. Both 
are valid scientific ways to assess 
the health of the population.

Hopefully, this clears up some of 
the confusion. Both populations 
remain in trouble. We all must all 
continue to keep the effort up to 
restore habitat by planting native 
milkweeds and nectar plants, by 
not spraying pesticides, and en-
couraging our friends, neighbors 
and elected officials to get in-
volved.

On April 12th, six members of 
the Rolling Plains Chapter of the 
Texas Master Naturalists attended 
the Monarch Conservation Work-
shop “Train the Trainer” in Dallas, 
Texas.

To bring back the monarchs –and 
to protect all pollinators—we 
need to spread the word, to talk to 
our neighbors, friends, and fam-
ily about the importance of taking 
action to conserve the monarch but-
terfly. Through this workshop, our 
members learned how to acquire 
the necessary skills to become a 
knowledgeable speaker on monarch 
butterfly topics.

The workshop was a one day 
course on monarch biology, ecolo-
gy, and conservation. Our members 
learned the basics of monarch habi-
tat creation and conservation and 
left the course with the knowledge 
and confidence to engage diverse 
groups to take action on behalf of 
the monarch butterfly.

The topics covered were:
•  Monarch anatomy, biology, 

life cycle and migration.
•  Monarch threats: parasites, 

disease, land use, and pesti-
cides, among others.

•  Milkweed ecology, nectar 
plants, and monarch way-
station.

•  Outreach tools and materi-
als, agencies and conser-
vation groups involved 
in monarch conservation 
activities.

•  Citizen Science, communi-
cation skills, interpretation, 
and role play.

•  How to recruit for and struc-
ture a successful workshop/
presentation.
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Chapter Contacts:
Terry McKee, President 766-4097, dgm59@aol.com; Kay Murphy, Vice President 704-0406, kay_vince@sb-
cglobal.net; Lynn Seman, Secretary, 867-3006, rlynnseman@gmail.com; Larry Snyder, Treasurer 569-4534, 
lastime64@gmail.com
Committees Chairperson:
Paula Savage, Newsletter Editor and Designer 691-0231, pasavage@sbcglobal.net; Tami Davis, Website 
Manager 224-013, tamieducator@gmail.com; Dian Hoehne, Communication Chair 704-3461
Advisor:  Robert Mauk, TPWD Advisor 766-2383, Robert.Mauk@tpwd.Texas.gov

A Petoskey stone is a rock 
and a fossil, often peb-

ble-shaped, that is composed 
of a fossilized rugose coral, 
Hexagonaria percarinata that 
lived in a shallow sea dur-
ing Devonian time about 350 
million years ago. 

Peterson Reference Guide to 
Sparrows of North America
by Rick Wright
Hardback: 448 pages
ISBN- 978-0547973166
Price: $22.48 on Amazon

Sparrows 
are as 
compli-
cated as 
they are 
common. 
This is an 
essential 
guide to 
identify-
ing 76 
kinds, 

along with a fascinating history of 
human interactions with them.
 
What exactly is a sparrow? All 
birders, and many non-birders, 
have essentially the same mental 
image of a pelican, a duck, or a 
flamingo, and a guide dedicated 
to waxwings or kingfishers would 
need nothing more than a sketch 
and a single sentence to satisfac-
torily identify its subject. Spar-
rows are harder to pin down. This 
book covers the birds of the fam-
ily Passerellidae, which includes 
towhees, juncos, and dozens of 
other not necessarily small and not 
necessarily brown birds. 
  
Birds have a human history, too, 
beginning with their significance 
to native cultures and continuing 
through their discovery by sci-
ence, their taxonomic fortunes and 
misfortunes, and their prospects for 
survival in a world with ever less 
space for wild creatures.

This book includes not just facts 
and measurements, but stories of 
the birds’ entanglement with hu-
man history.

The biggest mesquite 
tree in Texas is 

about 56 feet in height, 
with a crown of 87 feet, 
and circumference of 
trunk being 6 feet. One 
of the major uses of this 
tree is that it is a nitrogen-fixing tree, which means that it 
restores nitrogen in the soil. The improved fertility is the 
reason why some grasses grow very well under these trees.

All species of the Bluebon-
net are considered the State 

Flower. There are also white 
bonnets and pink bonnets. These 
will not necessarily bloom the 
next year true to color if they are 
mixed among bluebonnets. This 
is due to their being pollinated by 
bees and if the bee goes from a 

bluebonnet to a white bonnet and pollinates the white bon-
net, then it could come back as a bluebonnet.

Japanese climbing fern is an invasive 
climbing fern that is changing the land-
scape of East Texas. An ornamental that 
is native to Asia and tropical Australia 
and was introduced from Japan in 1930s, 
it has escaped and is now rapidly spread-
ing across the forested areas of East-
ern Texas, smothering native trees and 
shrubs. Not only does it impact native vegetation directly, but it is also a 
significant fire hazard: the dead fern fronds serve as a fire ladder to carry 
fire to the crown of trees. It occurs in at least 25 East Texas counties.

As a fern, this invasive plant reproduces 
via spores. The spores can be carried 
miles by the wind, easily spreading the 
fern. It occurs along highway rights-
of-way, and invades open forests, for-
est road edges, and stream and swamp 
margins.

Japanese Climbing Fern


