TIMES RECORD NEWS & Saturday, 'juty 23,2016,

CONTR!BLITED BY DEBRA HALTER

A yeilnw collared scape moth samples the nectar from a North Texas flower.

Moths are now nature’s masters
of disguise —and for good feason

Everyone loves butter-
flies! But what about the
lowly moth?

Butterflies and moths
belong to the same order,
Lepidophera, but it is the
butterfly that gets most of
our attention, even though
90 percent of the known
Lepidophera species are
moths. Worldwide, sci-
entists have discovered
well over 135,000 species
of moths, with 11,000 of
those species recorded in
the U.S.

I have been guilty of ig-
noring those drab, brown
insects that flitter around

-~ my porch light, assuming

they are dark denizens
of the night. T discovered
that although most moths
are nocturnal, many more
fly during the day and are
mistaken for butterflies,
bees or even humming-

birds. Some moths cam- .

ouflage themselves tolook
like twigson atree branch,
pleces of bark or wasps to

- ward off predators. Some
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moths even look like bird -

droppings.
There is good reason

for moths to hide. They

and their caterpillars are
a major food source for
many animals, including
birds, bats, lizards and
frogs. When everything
in the world is intent on
eating you, you have to be
creative.

Many more moths are
actually interestingly pat-
terned and colorful. They
are a world of sphinxes,
hawks, owls, tigers and
scary eyes. What bet-
ter way to discover them

than during National

§  Moth Week, July 24-317
- National Moth Week of-

fers everyone, everywhere
an opportunity to become

_a citizen scientist and

contribute scientific data
about moths. It is as easy
as gathering the kids on
the front porch and watch-
ing the insects that swarm
your porch light.

Or you could join the
Rolling Plains Chapter,

Texas Master Naturalist .

members as they meet

' from 8-10 p.m. July 30 in

the parking lot beside
Wild Bird Rescue, 4611
Lake Shore Drive. Bring
vour flashlights and help
us explore the variety of

‘moths in our area. You

may gain a new respect

_for night life!

Learn more about the Rolling
Plains Master Naturalists at: -
http://txmn.org/rollingplains
or contact chapter President
Terry McKee at dgmﬁs@aﬁl
com



Moth Watch
July 30, 2016



Quail Research
Wilbarger County
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One rec nt 'mormng,
about sunrise, I was look-

~ ing out my kltchen win-
- dow at the crepe myrtle
bush we had planted to

shade the west side of our

~ house. The middle branch.
~ wasmoving rapidly.T had

-already been outside and
knew it was not windy. I
eagerly anticipated see-
ing some wildlife, such

: as a bluejay, mockmgblrd

cardinal or squirrel.
Then, to my surprise,
~ Isaw the beady eyes of a
~ rat— not the kind of wild-
lifel enjoy' It had climbed
up the crepe myrtle and

' was staring at me! I was
eyeball to eyeball with |

a four-legged,Even wil
long-tailed, large, gray rat
as I stood unsuspecting at
. my kitchen sink. That’s
‘not how I like to start my

: mornmg
I watched in amaze-
‘ment as the unwelcome
rodent reached to the
next branch and wrapped
his tail partially around
one as he went from one
branch to another. He

looked at the adjacent

~crepe myrtle, thought
about it a minute, and
made it to the next bush.
I was surpnsed that he

. could maneuver that well
in a bush, when 6 feet

~ aboveground.
~ Recent TRN articles

- and TV news stories

“have stated that our area
has-abad rodent problem

~ this _year. Pest control

services have had dif-

ficulty keeping rat poi-

- son in stock. It’s nice to
know that some pest con-
trol companies sell pet-
friendly poison in case
pets eat the dead rats.
~ You can also purchase

T—shaped pmson holders

t poison can poserisk tof

CONTRIBUTED BY DIAN HOEHNE

Rats spread both fleas and disease, but poisons used to kil them can ﬁlter through the food

chain to house pets
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tolet rodentsinand keep
pets out,

My husband has
trapped 52 rats this year

with the old fashioned

wood and spring traps! At

first, ants ate the peanut

butter bait before the rats
could. Now, he uses: dry
cat food for bait. He is
competing with a friend
to see who can eliminate

_the most rats. Where are .

the natural predators of

rats? There seem to be

less coyotes, bobcats,

feral cats, snakes, hawks

and owls around.
Rats do more harm

than just scaringus. They

carry fleas and germs.
The plagues that killed
thousands in Europe dur-
ing the Middle Ages were
spread by rats and mice.

They eat food in our gar-

dens and tender plantsin

our landscape. Théiir very
sharp teeth can chew

‘holes in wood and make

their own doors into your
house. They can climb up
into your car engine bay
and chew your car wir-
ing. You won’t even no-
tice until you try to start
your car.

I hope I don't have

‘many more close encoun-
- ters of the rat kind.

Learn more ahout the Rolling

Plains Master Naturalists at:
http://txmn.org/rollingplains
or contact chapter President
Terry McKee at dgm59@aol.




Spotted Skunk Survey
September 2016

Installing game
cameras at Lake
Arrowhead State

Park
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set for Saturday

Weekends are a great

_time to slow down, get the -
~family outside and enjoy

- the outdoors.

~ This Saturday, Sept 10 -
‘several options are on the
~_picnic table outside — take
- alookand seeif opé fitsinto
- yourhousehold’s schedule.
- Firstuap, at 9 am. Sat-

urday, is the annual fall

- Sikes Lake clean-up. This

little lake, located near the
- mall, south of Midwestern
- State University’s campus

on Midwestern Pa:kway,
gets alotofuse. -

There's a concrete trail” -
- around its perimeter, mak-
_ing it a favorite of bikers,
- runners, walkers and fami-
- liesin general. People love
* to fish along its banks, as
well as feed the ducks and -
‘geese that make the pond

© . their home.

- Ro]}mg Plains chapter of
Texas Master Naturalists, .
" together with Texas Parks

and Wildlife, MSU and -

Although pubhc use of

: such a gem is a wonderful -
-thmg, one of the down-
sides is that we humans
litter. Trash accumulates.

A few vyears back. the.

- American National Bank

 Education Center a few
~minutes before 9 a.m.

- and Trust decided to spon- -

sor a clean-up, a “blitz,” if
you will, to take out the

- trash, literally.
- If you're interested in

lending a hand, dress ap-

propriately and head out -

to the east side of the lake
near the MSU Outdoor

There will be a crowd.
‘Trash bags, grabbers and

- gloves should be provided.

to a hot dog lunch after
finishing. -

You will be. surpnsed”
- how quickly the job can get

done when several folks

- pitch in. The best part of -
participating in an event

- such as this is the instant

‘gratification of seeing an

appreciable change in the -

lovely Iandscape of thE'

lake’s edge.
Another annual event

occurring from10 a.m._until
4 p.m. Saturday is Wichita

Falls’ annual Stroll ‘n Roll.

- Sixteen area museuns, gal-
leries and city attractions
will be open to the public,
 free of charge. Free trolley

shuttles to the downtown

- locations will be provided.
‘Justhead over to the Multi-
~Purpose Events Center
“{MPEC) to park and ride.
‘Maps will be available if

your bunch wants to ex-

- plore at your own pace.
The opén venues are

.too pumerous to list'in

- this space, but include the

_new Professional Wres-

‘tling Hall of Fame, as well

as old favorites such as the

. Kell House, Kemp Center

for the Arts and River
Bend Nature Center.Fora
complete listing, check out .

‘the event at hitp:// mchlta—

falls.org/events.
Iftaking a hike Saturday
morning is more your cup

of tea, head outto Lake Ar-.

rowhead State Park, where
the Texas Ornithological

- Society sponsors a month-

ly birding field trip. It’s al-

~ways the second Saturday

of the month and begins
at 8 a.m. The walk lasts

- around an hour, covering
__Volunteers will be treated

approximately a half mile

B NANCY
| HOWELL

-j———easyfor most to da. ol

_Bring along a bottle af

water and dress for the

weather forecast. Normal
park entry fees apply. Af-
terwards you may want to
_wetyour line at the fishing
pier. With the lake almost
“full and free fishing within
park boundaries withouta
hc&nse, it’s a no-brainer.

- Finishupyour Saturday
with a little bunting. A
long-standing Northwest
- Texas Field and Stream
Association tradition, the
youth dove hunt, is back
‘after a few years’ hiatus.
Open to both boys. and
girls ages 11-16; please
‘call the NW'TFS office for
more details. Their num-
ber is listed in the calendar
onthis page. The hunt will
begin at 3 p.m., lasting un--
til sunset. Slots for yguth
and for adult gnides may
still be available. -

‘These opportunities are
just a few ways you can

_connect with the outdoors....

‘this weekend. Never let it
be said there’s nothing to
do inthis city. Whether you
choose to pick up litter, ex-
plore some of Wichita Falls’
~venues via trolley, hike at
the local state park or dove
hunt, get outdoors. Life’s
definitely - better there.
Hope to see you outside..

 TRN outdoor writer Nancy

Howell can be reachedat
njhoweild15@gmail.com .
with story ideas, outdoor
calendar items or pictures
~for this page. Picturesof . -
 children hunting, fishing, -
- or just enjoying the nutdoors :
are pamcu arly we!comed
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What are you doing to keep Texas beautiful?
If the answer is '"'not enough'', now is your chance!

Join the Sikes Lake Cleanup
Saturday, September 10

Volunteers will meet at 9:00 AM

on the east side of Sikes Lake.
Free lunch after the cleanup.

Event sponsors:

Rolling Plains Chapter, Texas Master Naturalist
Midwestern State University
American National Bank & Trust
Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept.

Keep Texas

Beautiful




Outdoors calendar

ANNUAL SIKES LAKE CLEAN-
UP: It's time again for the Sikes
Lake cleanup on Saturday, Sept.
16, beginning at 9 am. Volunteers
can gather at the east side of the
fake. After the clean-up, free lunch
will be served to those helping out.
Sponsors for this Keep Texas Beauti-
ful event include the Rolling Plains
chapter of Texas Master Naturalists,
Midwestemn State University, Ameri-
can National Bank & Trust, and
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department.

Sikes Lake Cleanup
set for Saturday

Hundreds of volunteers
will descend on the shores
of Sikes Lake Sept. 10 for
the annual Sikes Lake
Cleanup, sponsored by
the Rolling Plains Master
Naturalists, American Na-
tional Bank and Trust, and
the Texas Parks & Wildlife
Department.

Bags, trash grabbers and
gloves will be provided.
The cleanup will start
at 9 am. on the east side
of the lake and run until
about noon. Hot dogs will
be served to all volunteers
after the event.

Rolling Plains
Chapter

EXTENSION

Sikes Lake Clean Up
September 10, 2016
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Amanda and Sadie Perez (from left) balance themselves on the rocks as they pick up trash during the 10th

annual Sikes Lake Cleanup in 2015. This year’s cleanup, organized by the Rolling Plains Chapter, Texas Mas-
~ter Naturalists, will be Sept. 10.




 ridthelake of the
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Hundreds of students, }ug-- -

| People to help

Lake Sept. 10 to rid the small

Iake of ayear’s worth of trash.

- The annual Sikes Lake
Cleanup will get started at 9

a.m. and go until the last of
the trash is removed. A hot dng
lunch will be served for all par-
ticipants when the }ob is done o

usually about noon.

-The fall cleanup is an an—'.' _

d_es_éeﬁd onthe shofes of 'Sikés

Rolling Plains Chapter of the
- Texas Master Naturalist and ' =
Midwestern State University,
~ which owns the land around =

the lake. American National =~

Bank & Trust and the Texas. -
+ Parks & Wildlife Department
-are additional sponsors.

- TMN organizer Terry McK-
ee caﬂed the event a “ftm day-- |

gers and nature lovers will

~ nual event organized by the

e SaeLAKE,ZB'U'.-.--'

S -f-rom'i'_iB_:' o

bemg outsxde and. meet—-

sl mgpenpiewho have a like

. mind” where everyone_i_f
~ comes away with a sense.

~of accomplishment.

Between 100 and 200

ticipate, mcludmg ;aggers:
~on the trail Who StGP to
; -: }om ln o i

“I'sa good feeling you
get from doing something
—. good that helps the envi-
_ronment,” she said. “Peo-
:ple ‘see us cleanmg and
- pltchm i _
Gloves, trash bags and
‘grabbers are provided,
 and staff members from
the MSU physxcal plant

~ McKee said Styrofoami

takeout containers make
_ upthemajority of the trash -
- around the lake, likely
from the many restaurants

hotels located in the area.

‘The lightweight contain-

ers frequently fly out of

trash dumpsters when.

winds get up, settlinginto

the low areas around the . :
: - Pokemon players have not- -

- circle the trail in vehicles fake.
- picking up the trash bags But just. about any type_ _
as volunteers fill them.  of trash can be found, from

 plastic water bottles and

: brbken pens to fishing line.

‘The lake’s popularity
as a PokemonGo hot spot
has also contributed to the

trash problem this year,
i especxally cigarette butts
" in the area around the
- Wichita Falls Museum of
‘Art at MSU, according to

reports from the museum.

ed the need for additional

trash barrels along some
: parts of the lake trail. -



