Key C:  Aquatic and Marsh Plants
1. Plants floating free or merely lodged, NOT taking root.................Lemnaceae (Duckweed)
Plants rooted in the bottom, on muddy shores  or where water has receded...................2
2. Plants wholly submerged or only he flowers raised to the surface....................................3
Plants partly submerged or NOT at all................................................................................7
3. Plants of fresh or brackish water........................................................................................4
Plants of marine salinities...................................................................................................5
4. Leaves opposite or subopposite, whorled to 4 cm long... Hydrocharitaceae (Turtle Grass)
Leaves mostly or all alternate.................................................Ruppaceae (Widgeon Grass)
5. Leaves 0.4 - 2 mm wide, linear...........................................................................................7
Leaves broader.................................................................Hydrocharitaceae (Turtle Grass)
6. Fruits stipulate, several per bundle.......................................Ruppiaceae (Widgeon Grass)
Fruits NOT as above.............................................................Cymodoceaceae (Shoal Grass)
7. Leaves lacking or reduced to scales or sheaths..................................................................8
Leaves well developed......................................................................................................10
8. Stems jointed......................................................................................................................9
Stems Not jointed.................................................................................Cyperaceae (Sedge)
9. Stems fleshy..............................................................................Chenopodiaceae (Pigweed)
Stems hollow, NOT fleshy............................................................Equisetaceae (Horsetail)
10. Leaves partially or all compounded or dissected or umbels.............................................11
Leaves simple, toothed or entire, NOT dissected.............................................................14
11. Flowers in umbels...................................................................................Apiaceae (Carrrot)
Flowers NOT in umbels.....................................................................................................12
12. Flowers yellow..................................................................................................................13
Flowers NOT yellow, leaves opposite.......................................Scrophulariaceae (Figwort)
13. Petals 1.5 - 2 mm long....................................................................Brassicaceae (Mustard)
Petals longer................................................................................................Fabaceae (Pea)
14. Perianth lacking or reduced to scales, bristles or threads................................................15
Perianth present...............................................................................................................19
15. Leaves mostly alternate or basal, leaf sheathing the stem, linear....................................16
Leaves mostly or all opposite............................................................................................18
16. Sheaths usually open on one side.....................................................................................17
Sheaths closed......................................................................................Cyperaceae (Sedge)
17. Stems jointed..............................................................................................Poaceae (Grass)
Stems NOT jointed...............................................................................Typhaceae (Cat-tail)
18. Plants of salt marshes...........................................................................Bataceae (Saltwort)
Plants of fresh water or mud...........................................................................................22
19. Perianth NOT clearly differentiated into calyx and corolla or either the calyx OR corolla lacking..............................................................................................................................20
Perianth differentiated into calyx and corolla, the calyx sometimes modified..........................................................................................................................31
20. Leaves thick, fleshy; plants of brackish or salty soils.......................................................21
Leaves NOT thick, fleshy..................................................................................................24
21. Leaves alternate.......................................................................Chenopodiaceae (Pigweed)
Leaves opposite...............................................................................................................22
22. Flowers solitary............................................................................Aizoaceae (Sea Purslane)
Flowers in spikes...............................................................................................................23
23. Flowers unisexual.................................................................................Bataceae (Saltwort)
Flowers perfect....................................................................Amaranthaceae (Amaranthus)
24. Stems rooting at nodes.....................................................................................................25
Stems NOT as above.........................................................................................................26
25. Flowers solitary.............................................................. Pontederiaceae (Water Hyacinth)
Flowers clustered.....................................................................................Apiaceae (Carrot)
26. Ovary superior..................................................................................................................27
Ovary inferior....................................................................................................................29
27. Leaves parallel-veined......................................................................................................28
Leaves net-veined.....................................................................Polygonaceae (Buckwheat)
28. Perianth corolla-like, conspicuous..................................Pontederiaceae (Water Hyacinth)
Perianth scale-like, inconspicuous............................................................Juncaceae (Rush)
29. Perianth of 4 tepals............................................................Onagraceae (Evening Primrose)
Perianth of 6 tepals...........................................................................................................30
30. Tepals blue to violet......................................................................................Iridaceae (Iris)
Tepals white or yellow...................................................................................Liliaceae (Lily)
31. Leaves all basal.................................................................................................................32
Leaves NOT basal .............................................................................................................34
32. Corolla of separate petals.................................................................................................33
Corolla of united petals........................................................Plumbaginaceae (Leadwort)
33. Flowers solitary........................................................................Ranunculaceae (Buttercup)
Flowers in whorls.................................................................Alismataceae (Waterplantain)
34. Leaves 15 – 20 cm wide........................................................................Cannaceae (Canna)
Leaves much narrower.....................................................................................................35
35. Leaves alternate................................................................................................................43
Leaves opposite or whorled.............................................................................................36
36. Corolla of separate petals.................................................................................................37
Corolla of united petals....................................................................................................39
37. Corolla regular..................................................................................................................38
Corolla irregular.................................................................................Orchidaceae (Orchid)
38. Filaments united into tubes.................................................................Malvaceae (Mallow)
Filaments separate...........................................................................................................39
39. Ovary inferior....................................................................Onagraceae (Evening Primrose)
Ovary superior..................................................................................................................41
40. Pistil 1............................................................................................ Lythraceae (Loosestrife)
Pistils several..........................................................................Ranncularaceae (Buttercup)
41. Flowers in heads, anthers united into a tube........................................Asteraceae (Aster)
Flowers NOT in heads.......................................................................................................42
42. Flowers in unrolling spikes..............................................................Boraginaceae (Borage)
Flowers NOT in spikes..................................................................Primularaceae(Primrose) 
43. Ovary inferior...................................................................................................................44
Ovary superior................................................................................................................. 45
44. Anthers united into a tube around the style.........................................Asteraceae (Aster)
Anthers separate.................................................................................Rubiaceae (Madder)
45. Leaves toothed........................................................................................Lamiaceae (Mint)
Leaves entire....................................................................................................................46
46. Corolla lobes 1.5 – 3 cm long.........................................................Gentianaceae (Gentian)
Corolla lobes shorter.........................................................................................................47
47. Flowers in peduncled heads........................................................Acanthanceae (Acanthus)
Flowers in racemes or on axillary pedicles................................Scrophulariaceae (Figwort)

