Euphorbiaceae  (Splurge Family)
General characteristics: 
· Highly diverse family- varies from succulent like plants to cactus like plants
· Have milky juices; acrid , corrosive latex
· Most 
· Have highly variable leaf shapes
· Colorful petal like bracts (modified leaves)
· Flowers not showy and mostly irregular and unisexual, with staminate and pistillate flowers usually appearing separately on the same plant (male flowers sometimes surround the female flower)
· 0-5 sepals and petals, plus 5,10 or numerous stamens (up to 1000)
· ovary is superior, and consists of 3 (sometimes 2, 4 or up to 30) united carpels as indicated by the number of styles
· Fruit matures as an explosive schizocarp (a dry fruit that breaks apart into one-seeded sections),or rarely as a fresh fruit
· 250 genera and 6300 species worldwide
· Commercially important:  furnishing wax, rubber, tapioca, castor oil
· Most commonly known genera:  Acalypha (Cardinal Feather), Croton (dove weeds), Euphorbia (spurges) ,Jatropha (Jicamilla, Leatherwood), Ricinus (Castor Bean)
