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As fall begins our outreach activities get real busy. Be on the lookout for sign up sent by Holly. If you have
never done an outreach event before and are a little uncertain, I invite you to just come out and see what
they are all about. I believe it will not be long before you are front and center engaging people, adults and
kids alike.

The Texas Master Naturalist annual meeting in Waco is fast approaching. I will be to represent our
Chapter. While there I plan to go out and see the Waco Mammoth National Monument. One of my
grandsons is big time into Dinosaurs and I think he would love to go there one day. I have found in the
past it makes for a much better experience if I go “scout” out places and see what there is to see and then
take the grandkids there. This gives me the chance to see and read everything and then on another day
take the grandkids and allow them to go through at whatever pace they wish. Sometimes doing outreach
works in the same way. You will have folks that want the 30 second sound bite and then others that want
the whole story and will ask questions. Both are great because at the very least you are getting a chance
to introduce them to what the outside has to offer. 

Till next month I invite everyone to go out to an outreach event. I am certain you will enjoy meeting and
engaging those present.

President’s Corner

The Naturalist

by Mike Wenzel

Photos by: Randy Bissell

September Training
by: Mara Doemland

Month two of the initial training for all new naturalist
was a huge success. We learned about plant
identification snd high profile barrier isalnds at Padre
Island National Seashore. Then to Oso Bay Wetlands
and Nature Preserve where shell middens and native
people were covered. 

Photo by: Mara Doemland



Sarah Affeldt has served as Superintendent of Powderhorn State Park since 2021, overseeing daily operations,
guiding natural resource projects, planning future development, and coordinating the many moving parts of a
uniquely biodiverse up-and- coming State Park. This role is her dream job—one she envisioned from her first
visit, when she was immediately captivated by the property and its resources.
 Sarah began her Texas State Parks career in 2018, working at Goose Island and Choke Canyon State Parks. Her
work along the lower Texas coast spans roles with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, TPWD Coastal Fisheries, and a
nonprofit aquarium. Originally from Illinois, she holds an undergraduate degree from the University of Arizona
and a graduate degree in Biology from UT Brownsville.
Sarah lives in Rockport with her husband and two young sons. An avid outdoorswoman, she is especially
passionate about introducing young women to the outdoors. She enjoys running, photography, hunting, and
fishing with family and friends, though these days she’s happiest on the back porch with her kids.

Phil Lamb joined Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation in 2021 and serves as the Foundation’s Director of
Philanthropy and Board Engagement. His primary responsibility is to work with individuals, foundations, and
corporate partners on their philanthropic investments in the Foundation’s work to conserve Texas’ wild things
and wild places. 
Phil also leads capital projects, including the recently completed renovations of the Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center in Athens and the ongoing renovations of Sea Center Texas in Lake Jackson. Additionally, Phil oversees
TPWF’s Gear Up for Game Wardens program, which provides specialty equipment for Texas Game Wardens,
and is involved in several conservation initiatives ranging from Bighorn Sheep to oysters to land acquisitions.
Phil also serves as a volunteer for Texas Parks & Wildlife Department’s Upland Game Bird Advisory Committee. 
Prior to joining the Foundation, Phil was Director of Development for the Rolling Plains Quail Research
Foundation, where he led a rebranding of the organization’s communications assets, recruited new board
members, and raised more than $8 million for research projects and capital improvements. Before entering the
nonprofit space, Phil was a litigator and general counsel in Dallas for 15 years.  Outside of his professional day-
to-day life, you can find Phil somewhere outdoors or at least plotting his next outdoor adventure. He lives in
Dallas with his wife and three teenage sons, all of whom love life outside as much as Phil.

Texas Master Naturalist – October Chapter Meeting

The Naturalist

Tuesday, October 20, 6:30 pm
South Texas Botanical Garden – Education Room

Sarah Affeldt & Phil Lamb – Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, Texas Parks & Wildlife Foundation

The Promise of Powderhorn

Sarah Affeldt, Park Superintendent for Powderhorn State Park, and Phil Lamb, Director of Philanthropy for Texas
Parks and Wildlife Foundation, will join us and share the story of Texas’ largest-ever conservation investment: the
acquisition of Powderhorn Ranch.

Phil will cover the Foundation’s efforts to secure the property, initial restoration efforts and transferring it to
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to become a state park and wildlife management area. Sarah will update us
on the happenings at the WMA, the state park planning and all we can look forward to when the new park comes
online. Don’t miss this presentation on the incredible conservation win that led to Powderhorn State Park and
Powderhorn WMA.



The Naturalist

Michael Wetz, Harte Research Institute at
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Water Quality Challenges on the Texas
Coast
Water quality is an essential component of
coastal ecosystem health. Degraded water
quality poses risks to human and wildlife
health, and it is difficult to support
economically and ecologically valuable habitat
and fisheries with degraded water quality.
Coastal water quality in Texas is under
pressure from increasing human populations
in coastal watersheds, aging sewage
treatment infrastructure, and changing ocean
conditions. This talk will synthesize results
from several water quality studies in the
region to answer the
question, “How has water quality changed on
the Texas coast?”. Vignettes will be presented
covering indicators of water quality health
including fecal bacteria, Vibrio (“flesh eating
bacteria”), and nutrient pollution.

In Case You Missed It – September Chapter Meeting
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Outreach Experience
By Haley Racioppo

I am honored to have participated in my first event
with the Master Naturalists at HawkWatch’s
Celebration of Flight Festival! I was hesitant to
volunteer at first, as my knowledge of local birds is still
relatively limited. However, the support provided by
experienced Master Naturalists made the introduction
feel natural and gave me the confidence to jump in to
learn as I went. We had replica bird skulls and an egg
for the public to identify, and many people started off
doubtful of their identification skills. It was fun to see
their excitement grow throughout the activity, whether
they correctly identified the bird or simply learned
something new. The experience reminded me how
much I enjoy learning alongside others and sharing
that enthusiasm with the public. I am excited to
continue developing my skills as a Master Naturalist
and participating in future volunteer outreach events.

Monk Parakeets in my Yard
By: Randy Bissell

One of the more entertaining parts of living in
our “birdiest” Corpus Christi is never quite
knowing what may show up in the yard. This
afternoon it was a flock of about two dozen
Monk Parakeets (Myiopsitta monachus)—bright
green, noisy, social, and impossible to overlook. 

Monk Parakeets, also called Quaker Parrots, are
native to South America and became established
in several U.S. cities after escaped or released
pets founded breeding populations. Corpus
Christi has had them for decades, and today they
seem well established in several parts
of town. 

What makes these parrots especially interesting
is their nesting behavior. Unlike most parrots,
which use cavities, Monk Parakeets build large
communal stick nests. A single nest structure
may contain several chambers and house
multiple pairs, creating what amounts to a
parakeet apartment complex.

At my house on Circle Drive, the Seaside Cemetery and
surrounding neighborhoods seem to be a local center
of their raucous activity. Seeing roughly thirty birds
together in my yard suggests that the nearby colony is
large. 

Today, I’m content to watch the green-and-gray crowd
descend on my yard—and listen to them announce
their happy place hidden in boughs of the big oaks.
Then, they swoop to Dawn’s feeders in pairs and
threesomes, fussing the whole time.
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Wildlife Watch: 
Captured by Camera
By Mike Wenzel

Welcome to this month’s edition of Wildlife Watch, where I share some of the fascinating birds and wildlife
captured by my camera and trail cameras—both locally and beyond. This month I want to feature some photos I
took on a recent birding trip. First up is a real nice looking Black Neck Stilt. This was taken at Tule Lake birding
platform. The water was real low this day so there was plenty of birds around to see. The next up is a Reddish
Egret at Indian Point. They are quite amusing to watch as they prance around looking for their next meal. The
next bird is a Tri Colored Heron that was kind enough to pose for a great picture. They are very beautiful birds
and I love it when I get a chance to see them up close. The last bird is a Forster’s Tern that I was lucky enough to
get in flight. Blurred in the background is the Nueces Bay Causeway. All these birds were photographed on
the same day. It reminds me that you never know what you might see but one thing is certain you will not see
anything unless you go.
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Outreach Kits: Take Nature on the Road!

Ready to share your love of nature with others? Our new Outreach Kit Checkout System
makes it easier than ever to participate in community events. Packed with hands-on activities,
displays, and educational materials, our outreach kits are designed to help you confidently engage
children, families, and adults - whether you're a seasoned volunteer or participating for the very
first time. Watch your email for upcoming outreach volunteer opportunities or contact Holly if you
have a small local school event and want to help inspire the next generation of naturalists, one
conversation at a time!  

By Holly Ahern



Scan the QR Code 
to APPLY ONLINE:

The Naturalist

Volunteer Opportunity

Volunteer Opportunity

Visit our South Texas Chapter homepage to
view all of our October opportunities.

Goose Island State Park
Goose Island State Park around the Big Tree
Main need is guinea grass management

Other opportunities - 
• Herpetofauna surveys
• Vegetation surveys
• Trail maintenance
• Other stewardship tasks as needed

Contact- Catalina Berry - (361) 729-2858

Mustang Island State Park

You can volunteer by:
Having beach walks, shell & tell,
bird/plant identification, sea turtle
help, geology education, trash pick
up, geogaching, and much more. 

You can either have an informal or
planned/scheduled volunteer time. 

Contact: 
Suzanne Smith, Operations Trainee,
Mustang Island State Park
Suzanne.Smith@tpwd.texas.gov
361-749-5246

Volunteer Opportunities
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Volunteer OpportunityVolunteer Opportunities

Goose Island State Park

We're looking for just a couple of volunteers to join
Erica Salinas for an 8:30 - noon shift at our
outreach table

Scan the QR Code 
to APPLY ONLINE:

October 3, 2026 8:00a - 12:00p

Contact:  Vivian at 361.349.1299 or
vivian_atkinson@fws.gov

Volunteer Opportunity

KEDT Kids Festival is one of Corpus Christi's biggest
family events - and a wonderful opportunity to put our
Master Naturalist outreach into action! Join us at the
KEDT Studios as we spark curiosity, share our love of the
natural world, and connect with hundreds of kids and
families through hands-on fun! 

Volunteer Opportunity

tel:(361)%20349-1299
mailto:vivian_atkinson@fws.gov


If you have a submission to make,
 please send them to:

marakdoemland@gmail.com

The Naturalist

November 21, 2026

Contact - Chelise.hyatt@scouting.org

Volunteer Opportunity

Volunteer Opportunities

The Coastal Bend Bays Foundation Environmental
Awards on Wednesday, October 14, 2026. Our
own CINDY FRANK will be honored!!!
Congratulations, Cindy!

Environmental Awards
October 14, 2026

Advanced Training
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Who Did What in August
 by Cindy Frank

Who Did What in September
 by Cindy Frank

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal
opportunities in programs, activities, education and
employment to all persons regardless of race, color,
sex, religion, age, national origin, disability, genetic

information, veteran status, sexual orientation or
gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal

employment opportunities  throughout Texas A&M
AgriLife. 

List of who did what – August, 2026
(total volunteer hours for month = 931.00)
(total people seen for month = 250 adults and 141 youth)

ARK-RM – Neesy Tompkins, Paula Baker
Blucher Park-RM – Sharon Heilman, Sue Barley, David Major
CC Museum-PO – Chuck Blend
CC Museum-RM – Chuck Blend, Randy Bissell, Katie Heuermann
Citizen Science-FR – Cindy Frank, Carol Singleton, Glenn Goldapp,
Randy Bissell, Phoebe Cundiff
Community Presentations-DO – Randy Bissell
Community Service-TG – Bibi Dalrymple
ComPartServ-PO – Mandy Bever, Chuck Blend, Sue Barley, Paula Baker
Flour Bluff–RM – Cindy Frank, Chad Huckabee, Rick Martin, Nada
Martin, Pat Clark, Debbie Plowman,
Jennifer Pshigoda, Madison Wise
Lake Corpus Christi SP-PO – Mike Wenzel
Mustang Island SP-PO - David Neipert
Mustang Island SP-RM – Debbie Plowman
NDP-PO – Jean Meadors
OBWPNC-FR – Randy Bissell
OBWPNC-PO – Gerry Vahle, Phil Woods
PINS-PO – Patti Baker
PINS-RM – Phil Woods, Ann Flanagan, Kathy Cima, Brad Stockman,
Cherie Heimann, Hope Warne,
Stephanie Lewis, Margaret Cleaves, David Major, Patti Baker
Port A Nature Preserve-PO – Cindy Frank
Port A Nature Preserve-RM – Cindy Frank, Ann Flanagan
Public CleanUp-RM – Michele Connolly, Pat Clark, Margaret Cleaves,
Kathy Cima, Brad Stockman, Paula
Baker, Glenn Goldapp, Mike Wenzel, Mara Doemland, Morgan Pyle
STBGNC-RM – Adel Casiano, Margaret Cleaves, Carol Singleton, Ted
Cleaves
TSA-RM – Patti Baker
TSC-RM – Patti Baker
UTMSI-PO – Jenny Dailey, Kathy Cima, Brad Stockman, Ann Flanagan,
Michele Connolly

List of who did what – September, 2026
(total volunteer hours for month = 1,010.75)
(total people seen for month = 530 adults and 754 youth)

ARK-RM – Neesy Tompkins, Meara McMains
Blucher Park-PO – Cornelia Gates
Blucher Park-RM – Sharon Heilman
CBBF-RM – George Gardiner
CC Museum-PO – Chuck Blend, Jessica Hernandez, Pat Clark
CC Museum-RM – Chuck Blend, Christy Blend, Pat Clark
Citizen Science-FR – Cindy Frank, Carol Singleton, Glenn Goldapp, Adel
Casiano, Chris Saenz, George
Gardiner
Community Service-TG – Susan Hall
ComPartServ-PO – Mandy Bever, Chris Saenz, Cindy Hanifen, Rick
Martin, Nada Martin, Cherie Heimann,
Holly Ahern, Cindy Frank, Mike Wenzel, Jean Meadors, Haley Racioppo
Flour Bluff-PO – Cindy Frank, Samantha Mason, Rick Martin, Nada
Martin, Chad Huckabee, Pat Clark
Flour Bluff–RM – Cindy Frank, Chad Huckabee, Rick Martin, Nada
Martin, Jennifer Pshigoda, Madison
Wise, Samantha Mason
Lake Corpus Christi SP-PO – Mike Wenzel
OBWPNC-RM – Samantha Mason
PINS-PO – David Neipert
PINS-RM – Kathy Cima, Brad Stockman, Cherie Heimann, David Major,
Meara McMains, Claude Smith,
Suzanne Smith, Carol Singleton, Hope Warne, Cindy Frank, Bill Beaman,
Denise Beaman, George
Gardiner
Port A Nature Preserve-PO – Phil Woods
Port A Nature Preserve-RM – Cindy Frank, Ann Flanagan
Public CleanUp-RM – Michele Connolly, Pat Clark, Margaret Cleaves,
Kathy Cima, Brad Stockman, Glenn
Goldapp, Jill Smith, Madison Wise, Jay Gray, Katie Heuermann, Morgan
Pyle
STBGNC-DO – Adel Casiano
STBGNC-OT – Ric Garces
STBGNC-RM – Adel Casiano, Margaret Cleaves
TSA-PO – Patti Baker
TSA-RM – Patti Baker
TSC-RM – Patti Baker
UTMSI-PO – Jenny Dailey, Kathy Cima, Brad Stockman, Ann Flanagan,
Michele Connolly
WWF-DO – Phil Woods
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