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A U G U S T  2 0 2 3

C h a p t e r  N e w s—in brief

R E M I N D E R S
• TMN Tuesday, August 8*: Todd Sink, Ph.D., Associate Professor and 

Aquaculture Extension Specialist Office:  Aquaculture Research and 
Teaching Facility, TAMU, will present “Management and Educational 
Activities for Community Ponds.” 

*Pre-registration is required: https://txmn.tamu.edu/tmntuesdays/
• The Annual Meeting will be held October 12–15 at the McAllen Convention 

Center. Hotel registration and meeting registration are open. Website 
link: https://txmn.tamu.edu/2023-annual-meeting/. Carpooling is 
available. Anyone interested in sharing a ride should contact Kathy Pittman.

The August 9 General Meeting will be a hybrid: attend in person at the Texas AgriLIFE 
Extension Service, 21017 County Road 171, Angleton, TX, or virtually via e-mail invite. 
Visitors and guests are welcome.

8:30 – 9:00 a.m. Social Time and Refreshments (in person)

9:00 – 9:15 a.m. Welcome, Awards and Outreach

9:15 – 10:15 a.m. Advanced Training Speaker: Paige Breon, Nesting Program 
Manager for the Upper Texas Coast, with The Gulf Center for 
Sea Turtle Research Management, Texas A&M University. 
[Hours for Advanced Training (AT) TBD at close of meeting

10:15 – 11:00 a.m. General Membership Meeting
[Hours for Volunteer Time (VT) TBD at close of meeting]

Paige Breon holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Marine Biology from 
Texas A&M University Galveston and 
is a Master Student at Texas A&M 
University Galveston. She is a member 
of the Tri Beta Biological Honor 
Society, Sea Aggie Sea Turtle Patrol 
Manager and is certified as an Open 
Water Diver.
seaaggieseaturtlepatrol.blogspot.com

https://facebook.com/TMN.COT
https://txmn.org/tmncot/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/tmntuesdays/
https://txmn.tamu.edu/2023-annual-meeting/


About that July Ice Cream Social...
It was GREAT -- a welcome relief with our summer 
heat! Thank you to everyone who brought ice 
cream and other refreshments!

Photos by Angela Griffin

Missed out on the meeting? Want to attend in person, but need a 
ride? Reach out & let us know. Send a message to our Chapter group 
e-mail: (tmn-cot@googlegroups.com). Include your name, city and 
general location. There may be someone in your area who is available 
to share a ride will be able to contact you directly. 

T e x a s  M a s t e r  N a t u r a l i s t – C r a d l e  o f  T e x a s — C h a p t e r   N e w s  in Brief 

A u g u s t  2 0 2 3  –  P a g e  2

Volunteer hours, certifications, milestones - June 
John Boettiger 

Initial Certifications:
Juli Martin      Marlon Nation        Hannah Beckett (3/23)
Cris Tobola      Barbara Whaley     

Recertifications:
Tom Morris      John O’Connell      Mary Schwartz 
Jo Myers      John Boettiger

Milestones:  
Pam West      1,000 Hours!

         CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THEM!!!

mailto:tmn-cot@googlegroups.com


From the President’s desk:

...  the Chapter has budgeted $450 for scholarship purposes. This year we 
will award one full scholarship to a member for whom attending the Annual 
meeting would be difficult to afford. State has also provided each Chapter 
with a $100 discount on the cost of registration for one member.

In return, each member would be asked to present a 10-minute talk at one of 
our General meetings on one of the sessions he/she attends.  If the member 
can not attend, the scholarship must be refunded to the Chapter (either by 
requesting refund from State or reimbursing the Chapter directly).

We would like these two awards to go to members who have a financial 
need. If you would like to place your name in for consideration, please 
email me at pittmankw4@aol.com by Friday August 11th at noon.  I will 
then draw two names, one for the full scholarship and one for the $100 
credit.  All requests will be on the "honor system."  We will not ask for 
proof of need.

The Chapter will pay the scholarship registration fee directly to State via 
check.  I will send instructions on how to select that during registration.  If 
the recipient has already registered, the Chapter will reimburse the 
member.  If you register early at $400, the remaining $50 can be used towards 
travel costs.

The $100 discount code must be be used/applied when registering.  
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VMS DATAVMS

July Year to Date
Hours* VT 703 10,082

AT 64 1,425

Impact Data* Adults 20
Youth 33
Total 53

Impact Data - July 31, 2023 (* Preliminary due to the 45-day time entry deadline)

VMS DATA

HOURS *

IMPACT DATA *
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Chad Davenport, out of town during Intern Graduation, 
finished his last class and received his pin at the July 
General Meeting. Pam Lewis, TMN from the San 
Antonio area transferred into our Chapter and 
completed our Intern Training Program as a “refresher”.

mailto:pittmankw4@aol.com
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Quintana Jetties Beach Sweep 
(Photos provided by Jimmy Salinas – the “Before and After”)

* Note: Original report redacted as to details of 
items picked up.
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Oron Atkins and his fellow FOBWR construction crew members (currently George Valadez, David Heinicke, 
and Tom Taroni) completed three (3) projects in the July heat: At SBNWR, they completely rebuilt the 
fishing platform on Cedar Lake Creek and re-decked and installed new handrails on the Moccasin Pond 
viewing platform to include entrance ramps. At BNWR, they constructed platforms and assembled/installed 
two (2) park benches on the Dick Hickner trail at Cannan Bend. Photos by Oron Atkins

ORON’S LATEST UNDERTAKING

The next Quintana Jetties Beach Sweep is 
August 7, 2023, 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
Contact Jimmy or Luanne Salinas.



There is a language clearly spoken that resonates in the hearts of men and women. At times it can bring us 
joy and comfort, or it may bring fear and apprehension. Even in its silence there is communication. This 
language needs no interpretation because there is a natural understanding within our DNA. It’s a language 
clearer than our native tongue but often goes unappreciated.  This is the language of nature. 

This language, especially when spoken by our avian friends, is not bound by words, spaces, or borders. Like 
music, it’s a universal language. The song of the robin in Spain is the same as the robin in San Francisco, 
Singapore, and Saigon. The stirring sound of a snake’s rattle in Texas means the same as it does in Arizona, 
“Watch your step.”

Maybe it was the longing sound of the common loon or the “hoot” of an owl that author Jack London 
alludes to in his book, “The Call of the Wild,” where he writes, “Deep in the forest a call was sounding, and 
as often as he heard this call, mysteriously thrilling and luring, he felt compelled to turn his back upon the 
fire and the beaten earth around it, and to plunge into the forest, and on and on, he knew not where or 
why; nor did he wonder where or why, the call sounding imperiously, deep in the forest.” The language of 
nature affords an opportunity to “lose yourself so that you may find yourself.”

Only if present in the background when we are hearing but not listening, it allows for reflection and self-
examination. It reduces anxiety and helps us to see clearer.  As we eavesdrop on the calls of crickets and the 
courtship rituals of the grackle or the symphony of the cicada, we benefit from the exchange. Even the 
woodpecker as he works, or the wolf as she wails, speaks to our natural instincts as a part of creation. And if 
we understand nothing at all, we realize that we are not alone.

Naturalist John Burroughs mentions that “in nature we have always with us, an inexhaustible storehouse of 
that which moves the heart, appeals to the mind and fires the imagination and [brings] health to the body, 
stimulus to the intellect and joy to the soul.” Maybe this is why Thoreau “went to the woods and wished to 
live deliberately.” 

If we would but listen, we may experience a brief relief from the sounds of civilization and find instruction, 
clarity or just rest. Nature’s soundtrack, even if it only serves as an audible backdrop when we are alone 
with our thoughts, can bring joy and maybe even a measure of peace.  Sometimes the message may be to 
keep searching or as poet Mary Oliver says, “Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, the world offers itself 
to your imagination and calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting—over and over announcing your 
place in the family of things.”

As naturalists we develop our observation skills to identify and understand the specific source from which 
these sounds come, but we also realize that it’s the “Lovely Voice of the Sea” and the “Babbling of the 
Brook” that resonates with the soul-- and is universally understood. So, step outside and listen, really listen 
to the language of Nature -- no translator required.
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The Language of Nature
by Marlon Nation, TMN
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Cradle of Texas Chapter Board

Master Naturalist Email Lists
TMN-COT Chapter list
• Instructions https://txmn.org/tmncot/organization/email-lists/
• Send messages to TMN-COT@googlegroups.com 
• Message Archive http://tinyurl.com/TMN-COT-Mail 
• All messages are sent immediately.

State Master Naturalist list
• Instructions http://txmn.org/staying-connected/sign-up-for-tmn-listserv/ 
• Subscribe listserv@listserv.tamu.edu 
• All messages are held for moderation by the TMN State Coordinator.

Chapter News is published monthly on Monday before the General Meeting by the Texas 
Master Naturalist Cradle of Texas Chapter. Submissions are welcome; submission deadline is 
5:00 PM on Thursday before the General Meeting. Send submissions by email to Chapter News 
Editor at news@tmn-cot.org. Submissions may be edited for clarity and spacing.

Kathy Pittman, Rosharon
Jimmy Salinas, Freeport
Kathy Purvis, Richwood
Donald Sabathier, Pearland
Connie Stolte, Palacios
Mickey Dufilho, Brazoria
Melanie Hollenshead, Brazoria
John Boettiger, Lake Jackson
Kristine Rivers, Manvel
Oron Atkins, Lake Jackson
Ruby Lewis, Angleton
Rose Wagner, Sweeny
Larry Peterson, Manvel
Kate Harris, Alvin

Debbie Nance, Alvin
Kristine Rivers, Manvel
Kristine Rivers, Manvel
Dave Brandes, Lake Jackson
Mickey Dufilho

John O’Connell, AgriLIFE Extension Service
Jordan Kieffer, TPWD Sea Center Texas

Kathy Purvis, Richwood
Dave Brandes, Oron Atkins, Dick Schaffhausen, Debbie 
Nance, Charles Jesse Miller Jr, Melanie Hollenshead, 
Amanda Gabehart

https://txmn.org/tmncot/ 
http://facebook.com/TMN-COT
https://twitter.com/tmncot
http://tinyurl.com/TMN-COT-Mail 

President
Vice President/Programs

Secretary
Treasurer

State Representative
Immediate Past President

New Class Director
Membership Director

Advanced Training Director
Volunteer Service Director

Outreach Director
Chapter Host

Communications Director
Class of 2022 Representative

Non-voting positions:
Chapter Librarian

Speakers Bureau Coordinator
Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Coordinator

Data Manager
Social Committee Coordinator

Chapter Advisors

Newsletter Editor
Newsletter Contributors

Website
Facebook

Twitter
E-mail Listserv
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