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Masthead image by Charles Jesse Miller Jr., in 
Oyster Creek.
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C h a p t e r  N e w s
P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e

Welcome to autumn in South Texas! What a relief from the ENDLESS days of 
100+ degree days we experienced this summer!!!

Your Chapter has been BUSY with many outreach opportunities. Starting in 
mid-August, it’s a race to get to a short “breather” in November!   Many thanks 
to RUBY LEWIS, our Outreach Director and her daughter, Layna Lewis, who 
coordinated activities almost every weekend. They have loaded and toted all 
the displays, backdrops and animals back and forth. It’s a major effort we can 
easily take for granted because they are so good at what they do! I also want to 
thank all the volunteers who show up early and stay late to help assemble and 
take down everything. And of course, there’s the wonderful “in person” time we 
have with the residents of Brazoria Co. and the surrounding areas. I hope I 
never tire of interacting with the children and adults who show up to visit our 
displays. These opportunities can help ensure our natural areas and species 
will be encouraged and protected long after we are gone.

Now that we are into the school year, we have volunteer opportunities  through 
the Discovery Environmental Education Program (DEEP), sponsored by 
USFWS and the Friends of Brazoria Wildlife Refuges (FOBWR). Your Chapter 
works with these partners to educate 4th and 7th graders about the environment 
we all share. It’s a rewarding program, and I hope you will choose to participate 
- Ed Barrios is the coordinator. Ed regularly sends out emails with the 
sessions and volunteer needs. Please fill a slot (or more!!) when you can. It’s 
vitally important that we pass on to our youth just how valuable and 
IRREPLACEABLE these resources are.

(Continued on Page 4)

“Anyone who thinks fallen leaves are dead has 
never watched them dancing on a windy day.” 
—Shira Tamir

R E M I N D E R S

• Beach Sweep at the Quintana Jetties will be held on November 6,  8:00 – 
10:00 a.m. 

• Please contact Micket Dufilho if you are interested in holding an office in 
2024!

https://facebook.com/TMN.COT
https://txmn.org/tmncot/
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Shane Bonnot is the Advocacy Director for CCA Texas, 
working closely with CCA committees, members and staff on 
interests and policies that are vital to the long-term 
sustainability of our coastal marine resources. He received a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Texas A&M University in 
Animal Science in 2000 and a Master of Science degree from 
Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi in 2003. After college, 
he worked for the Virginia Institute of Marine Science for 3 
years as their oyster hatchery manager. In 2006 he moved 
back to Texas to work for Texas Parks and Wildlife Coastal 
Fisheries Division in the stock enhancement program until he 
was hired by CCA Texas in 2016.
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Texas Master Naturalist Program—Cradle of Texas Chapter
General Meeting and Advanced Training
Wednesday, November 8, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Texas AgriLIFE Extension Building, 21017 CR 171, Angleton TX 77515-8903; 
virtual attendance via e-mail invite. Visitors and guests are welcome.

5:30 – 6:00 p.m. Social Time and Refreshments (in person)

6:00 – 6:15 p.m. Welcome, Awards and Outreach

6:15 – 7:15 p.m. Advanced Training
Speaker: Shane Bonnot, Advocacy Director for CCA Texas
Topic: “The Redfish Wars – Past & Present”
[Hours for Advanced Training (AT) TBD at close of meeting

7:30 – 8:00 p.m. General Membership Meeting
[Hours for Volunteer Time (VT) TBD at close of meeting]

Angela’s dragonfly photo (left), “Hang Tight” won 
3rd place in the Wildlife Insects and Arachnids 
category at the 2023 TMN State Meeting!
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Kathy Pittman opened our visit to the BASF Planetarium and thanked the Brazoria County Library 
System for providing breakfast! Diane Hill, BASF Planetarium President, gave a great presentation on 
“Eclipses”. She mentioned Brazosport is one (1) of the few planetariums that still uses a Star Ball. The 
holes in the ball were hand-drilled. Most planetariums have gone digital. The planetarium was used to 
train four (4) Artemis astronauts. She talked about the two (2) eclipses coming up for the first time in 100 
years, different types of eclipses and used the Star Ball to point out some constellations.

Lindsay Scovill, Executive Director of the Lake Jackson Historical Museum, recounted in 
chronological fashion the history of the museum and Abner Jackson Plantation, Lake Jackson and Dow 
Chemical’s influence. The museum is home to the Windecker Eagle, the first plane that was invisible to 
radar. A local dentist designed it and worked with Dow to use composite material from his dental 
practice. The building layout of the  museum was designed to showcase the plane. It is suspended 
from the lofty ceiling just inside the entrance.

Ms. Scovill described their needs for volunteers with a plant 
survey, as well as staffing at the plantation site to enable it to 
open to the public more than the first Saturday of each month. 
She also talked about a pending archaeological research project, 
for which the museum has applied for a grant. Several TMN 
members expressed an interest in helping. Those who are 
interested may contact her via e-mail (director@ljhistory.org) or 
phone, 979.297.1570.

Photos by Dick Schaffhausen

Missed out on a meeting or volunteer opportunity? Want to attend in person or volunteer for an 
event, but need a ride? Reach out & let us know. Send a message to our Chapter group e-mail: (tmn-
cot@googlegroups.com). A member may be available to share a ride and will contact you directly. 

mailto:director@ljhistory.org
mailto:tmn-cot@googlegroups.com
mailto:tmn-cot@googlegroups.com


President’s Message (continued from Page 1)
If you aren’t getting emails about the DEEP sessions, or any of our Chapter emails, then we don’t have 
your CORRECT EMAIL in our Google group, or your email account setting is preventing a group email 
from coming through. Please let us know if we need to update your email. Also, please make sure your 
VMS profile is up to date with your current email, address and phone numbers.   The State runs a 
yearly background check on each active member, so having your information current is very important.

THANK YOU to the more than 50 members who attended our Fall Field Day, held at the BASF 
Planetarium and at the Lake Jackson Historical Museum. While we did not get to visit the Abner 
Jackson Plantation site due to the weather, it was a very informative day where we learned about the 
Annular Eclipse and some of the history of the Lake Jackson area, as well as a plant survey project at 
the plantation site. We will plan an outing to the plantation site for those who might be interested in 
learning more about the project as well as about proposed archeological projects.   Many thanks to the 
team who coordinated the day – Kristine Rivers, Mickey Dufilho and Rose Wagner. Thanks also to 
Luanne and Jimmy Salinas and Oron Atkins for their help with refreshments and lunch.

Your Chapter was well represented at the 2023 Annual Meeting, held from Oct 12 – 15th in McAllen. 
There were over 120 field and class sessions held, with almost 500 TMN members from across the 
State. “Drinking from a fire hose” does not adequately describe the amount of information shared at 
this meeting. My favorite sessions were on Monarch Health monitoring procedures, gardening for Bats 
and the microbiology of Healthy Soils. A microscope and sweep net will now be on my Christmas wish 
list!!! The entire group traveled to El Sauz (“the Willow” ) Ranch on Saturday, where an estimated 30 – 
40 rare ocelots make their home - 1/3 of the native population left in the US! After viewing the eclipse, 
we attended several information sessions about the balance of land management and conservation on 
a working cattle ranch, as well as the ecology of the area. Members who attended the Annual meeting 
were Brenda Stitt, Cindy Vincent, Connie Stolte, Lisa and Hugo Martinez, John O’Connell, Kathy 
Pittman, Kristine Rivers, Mickey Dufilho and Susan Conaty.   

Please plan to attend our next Chapter meeting on Wednesday, November 8th, at 6 pm. Our speaker 
will be Shane Bonnot, the Advocacy Director for the Coastal Conservation Association of Texas. 
I hope you will join us in person and BRING A FRIEND!!!  Reminder - if you need a ride or can give a 
ride, send a note to the Chapter members at tmn-cot@googlegroups.com. Thank you for all you do for 
our area, and see you soon, OUTSIDE!!!!
Kathy Pittman

Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world all at once, but of stretching out to mend the part 
of the world that is within our reach.  - Clarissa Pinkola Estes
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BE AWARE!
Influenza Updates from the CDC 
(https://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm)
• Seasonal flu activity is low across most of the 

country.
• October is a good time to get a flu vaccine.
• Flu activity often begins to increase in October. 

Vaccine information by zip code can be found at 
the CDC’s website, Vaccines.gov

mailto:tmn-cot@googlegroups.com
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Annular Eclipse taken by Kyle Purvis with 
iPhone at Cove Harbor in Rockport, TX. 
October 14, 2023, 11:56 a.m. 

“2023 Texas Pollinator Bioblitz”
Pictured—ragweed flower moth in larval stage clinging to a giant ragweed.
Photos submitted by Amanda Gabehart
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KBR Kids’ Day, Tony 
Marron Park, Houston

Photos by Dick Schaffhausen

Bates County Park Spyder 
Hunt, Angleton



N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3  –  P a g e  7

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

• Stephen F. Austin-Munson Historical County Park - November 2; two (2) volunteers are needed to 
assist James Glover, Supervisor, with Houston schools visiting the park.

• Discovery Environmental Education Program (DEEP), Discovery Center at the Brazoria Wildlife 
Refuge – November 7, 9, 14 & 16, 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.; contact Ed Barrios, DEEP Volunteer 
Coordinator

• Captain Shishka-bob, Brazoria County Fairgrounds – November 8, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.; contact 
John O’Connell

• Holiday Open House at the Discovery Center at the Brazoria Wildlife Refuge – December 26 – 
January 1, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; volunteers are needed, contact Ed Barrios

PUBLIC OUTREACH — Ruby Lewis rubylewis77515@ymail.com
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• Exploration Green Workday - Every Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; contact Christie Taylor
• Trash Collection/Disposal Analysis Project - Self-directed
• Beach Sweep – November 6, 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. at Quintana Jetties; contact Jimmy or Luanne 

Salinas
• Nurdle Beach Patrol – Self-directed; contact Jace Turnell
• Brazoria County Comprehensive Spider Survey - Self-directed and as announced; contact 

Melanie Hollinshead
• Adopt a Loop for TMN – Self-directed; contact Debbie Nance

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
DETAILS AND FULL COT CALENDAR AT https://txmn.org/tmncot/events/

DEEP, OCTOBER 10, 2023

Photos by Dick Schaffhausen

mailto:rubylewis77515@ymail.com
https://txmn.org/tmncot/events/
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That’s almost an average of 110 lbs. per 
person, picked up in 2 hours in just under a ½ 
mile on October 2! What a team!!

Photos by Jimmy Salinas
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MEMBERSHIP DATA REPORT by Dave Brandes, Data Manager

September Recertifications

Juli Martin
Pam Peltier

CONGRATULATIONS!!

Hours Totals YTD—as of September 30, 2023
11,456 Hours VT    1,630 Hours AT

*September only: VT 560; AT 132

Impact Data YTD—as of September 30, 2023
4,837 Adults     16,765 Youth

*September only: 61 Adults; 528 Youth

Note from your Editor: In this month of Thanksgiving, I thank all 
our volunteers and member contributors who add value to our 
newsletter. You are the best and I could not do it without you!
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COT RECERTIFICATION REPORT
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Cradle of Texas Chapter Board

Master Naturalist Email Lists
TMN-COT Chapter list
• Instructions https://txmn.org/tmncot/organization/email-lists/
• Send messages to TMN-COT@googlegroups.com 
• Message Archive http://tinyurl.com/TMN-COT-Mail 
• All messages are sent immediately.

State Master Naturalist list
• Instructions http://txmn.org/staying-connected/sign-up-for-tmn-listserv/ 
• Subscribe listserv@listserv.tamu.edu 
• All messages are held for moderation by the TMN State Coordinator.

Chapter News is published monthly on or before the first day of the month by the Texas Master 
Naturalist Cradle of Texas Chapter. Submissions are welcome; submission deadline is the 20th 
day of the month preceding issue. Send submissions by email to Chapter News Editor at
news@tmn-cot.org. Submissions may be edited for clarity and spacing.

Kathy Pittman, Rosharon
Jimmy Salinas, Freeport
Kathy Purvis, Richwood
Donald Sabathier, Pearland
Connie Stolte, Palacios
Mickey Dufilho, Brazoria
Melanie Hollenshead, Brazoria
John Boettiger, Lake Jackson
Kristine Rivers, Manvel
Oron Atkins, Lake Jackson
Ruby Lewis, Angleton
Rose Wagner, Sweeny
Larry Peterson, Manvel
Pam Lewis, Oyster Creek

Debbie Nance, Alvin
Kristine Rivers, Manvel
Kristine Rivers, Manvel
Dave Brandes, Lake Jackson
Mickey Dufilho, Brazoria

John O’Connell, AgriLIFE Extension Service
Jordan Kieffer, TPWD Sea Center Texas

Kathy Purvis, Richwood
Kathy Pittman, Dave Brandes, Oron Atkins, Dick 
Schaffhausen, Charles Jesse Miller Jr, Jimmy Salinas, 
Angela Griffin, Amanda Gabehart, John Boettiger

https://txmn.org/tmncot/ 
http://facebook.com/TMN-COT
https://twitter.com/tmncot
http://tinyurl.com/TMN-COT-Mail 

President
Vice President/Programs

Secretary
Treasurer

State Representative
Immediate Past President

New Class Director
Membership Director

Advanced Training Director
Volunteer Service Director

Outreach Director
Chapter Host

Communications Director
Class of 2023 Representative

Non-voting positions:
Chapter Librarian

Speakers Bureau Coordinator
Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Coordinator

Data Manager
Social Committee Coordinator

Chapter Advisors

Newsletter Editor
Newsletter Contributors

Website
Facebook

Twitter
E-mail Listserv
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