2026 Spring Member-in-Training (Intern) Schedule for Texas Master Naturalists - Cradle of Texas Chapter

	Class / VMS Code
	Day
	Date
	Time
	Topic
	Text Unit#
	Location
	Comments

	Required Class (AT, IT)
	Sat
	2/7/2026
	10 am – 3 pm
	Orientation
Melanie Hollenshead 
John O’Connell
Dave Brandes
Kathy Pittman
	Intro
	AgriLife – Conference Room
	Textbooks & Intern Badges will be issued.  
Bring: Paper, Pen, Lunch, Drink

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)
	Tues
	2/10/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	History of Brazoria County
Marlon Nation 
Karankawa Indians 
Barbara Whaley 
	#2, #3
	Alvin Library
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drink

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Optional
(CB, AT)
	Wed
	2/11/2026
	9 – 11 am
	Chapter Meeting
	
	AgriLife Auditorium
	Paper, Pen, Drink

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)
	Sat
	2/14/2026
	10 am – 3 pm
	Ichthyology
Dave Brandes
	#14
	Sea Center Texas
	Paper, Pen, Lunch, Snack, Drinks

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)
	Tues
	2/17/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Urban Ecology
Cris Tobola
	#21
	To be Announced.
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drink

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)
	Sat
	2/21/2026
	10 am – 3 pm
	Ornithology
Kristine Rivers
	#12
	Presentation: Tarpon Room San Luis Pass County Park, 
Field Trip: Canoe Launch on Christmas Bay, Lunch on Beach, Surfside Jetties, Ft. Velasco Replica
	Paper, Pen, Drink

Binoculars, Bird ID Book(s), Camera, Mosquito Spray, Folding Chair, WATER, Lunch, Snack

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)
	Tues
	2/24/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Mammals of Texas
David Heinicke
	#16
	Angleton Library – Meeting Room
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drink

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Enrichment Class (AT)
	Sat
	2/28/2026
	10 am – 3 pm
	Annual AT Day – Topic is WATER!
	
	To be Announced
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drinks

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)
	Tues
	3/3/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Aquatic Systems
John O’Connell
	#9, #18
	Angleton Library – Meeting Room
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drink

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Enrichment Class (AT)
	Sat
	3/7/2026
	10 am – 3 pm
	Herpetology
Dave Heinicke

Field Trip
	#15
	Brazos Bend State Park – Conference Room Upstairs in Main Building
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Lunch, Drink, Cell Phone and/or Camera, Mosquito Spray

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Enrichment Class (AT)
	Tues
	3/10/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Bats of Texas Gulf Coast/Bat Monitoring Project
Mickey Dufilho
	#24
	Angleton Library – Meeting Room
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drink

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Optional
(CB, AT)
	Wed
	3/11/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Chapter Meeting
	
	AgriLife Auditorium
	Paper, Pen, Drink

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)
	Sat
	3/14/2026
	10 am – 3 pm
	Columbia Bottomlands Lecture and Field Trip
Chris Kneupper
Assistant: 
	#17
	AgriLife Auditorium

Hanson – Riverside County Park
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Lunch, Drink, Cell Phone and/or Camera, Mosquito Spray

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Enrichment Class (AT)
	Tues
	3/17/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	i-Naturalist
Melanie Hollenshead
	#24
	Zoom
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)
	Sat
	3/21/2026
	10 am - 3 pm

	Plant Identification
Sarah Castillo

Nash Prairie Field Trip – 
Susan Conaty 



Nature Journaling
Cynthia Grandjean
	#11, #20
	West Columbia Library


Nash Prairie Preserve
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drink

Plant/Flowers ID Book, Camera, Mosquito Spray, Folding Chair, WATER, Lunch, 
Snack

Sketchbook, Pencils

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)

	Tues
	3/24/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Wetlands Ecology 
Mike Mullenweg


	#19
	Angleton Library – Meeting Room
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drink


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)

	Sat
	3/28/2026
	10 am – 3 pm
	Entomology 
Ed Barrios 

	#13
	Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge Discovery Center 
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Lunch, Drinks, WATER, Camera, Mosquito Spray

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Enrichment Class (AT)
	Tues
	4/7/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Volunteer Opportunities
Oron Atkins
Ruby Lewis / Cris Tobola
	
	Angleton Library – Meeting Room
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drink


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Optional
(CB, AT)
	Wed
	4/8/2026
	9 – 11 am
	Chapter Meeting
	
	AgriLife Auditorium
	Paper, Pen, Drink


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)

	Sat
	4/11/2026
	10 am – 3 pm
	Wetlands Field Trip
Mel McKey
Buddy Ortego

Nature Observations
Training Team
	#24
	Canoe Launch on Christmas Bay, Quintana Neotropical Bird Sanctuary
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drinks,
Lunch, WATER, Camera, Mosquito Spray

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Enrichment Class (AT)
	Tues
	4/14/2026
	5:30 – 8:30 pm
	Spider Biology and Behavior
Melanie Hollenshead
	#10, #24
	Zoom
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class (IT)

	Sat
	4/18/2026
	10 am – 3 pm
	Texas Archaeology
Chris Kneupper

Migration Celebration Lunches (Optional)
	#2
	AgriLife Conference Room
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drinks,
Camera, Mosquito Spray, WATER, Lunch

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Enrichment Class (AT)
	Sat
	4/25/2026
	
	Migration Celebration Field Trip

	
	San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge
	Paper, Pen, Snack, Drinks,
Camera, Mosquito Spray, WATER, Lunch

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Class
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	Graduation
	
	To Be Determined
	




	AgriLife Extension Service Building
21017 County Road 171
Angleton, TX  77515
	Camp Mohawk County Park
Entrance on Hwy. 35
110 County Road 193
Alvin, TX 77511
	Quintana Neotropical Bird Sanctuary
814 Lamar Street
Quintana, TX  77541

	Angleton Library
401 E Cedar
Angleton, TX 77515
	Chocolate Bayou Public Boat Ramp
Hwy. 35 directly across from Camp Mohawk County Park in Alvin
	Sea Center Texas
302 Medical Drive
Lake Jackson, TX  77566

	Alvin Library
105 South Gordon
Alvin, TX 77511
	Gulf Coast Bird Observatory
299 West Hwy. 332
Lake Jackson, TX  77566
	Shadow Creek Ranch Nature Trail
1801 Kingsley Drive
Pearland, TX  77584

	Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge (BNWR)
Discovery Environmental Education Center
2022 County Road 227
Freeport, TX.  77541
	Hanson Riverside County Park
18499 Hwy. 35
West Columbia, TX  77486
	San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge
6801 County Road 306
Brazoria, TX 77422

	Brazos Bend State Park
21901 FM 762
Needville, TX  77461
	Kayak Launch on Christmas Bay from Follett’s Island
Public Beach Access Road #5 (turn LEFT)
Just before Peregrine Townhomes
	San Luis Pass County Park
14001 CR 257 (Blue Water Highway) Freeport, TX 77541

	Brazos Woods Preserve
1080 County Road 645
West Columbia, TX  77486
	Nash Prairie Preserve
24112 – 24658 County Road 25
Damon, TX  77430  
	West Columbia Library
518 E Brazos
West Columbia, TX 77486
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